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WE AIM to provide something for everyone in the

pages of Village Life. As some of you will know, the

magazine evolved out of the old parish magazine which,

apart from the war years, had been published continuously

for well over a century.

It is pleasing to acknowledge our heritage by featuring

on pages 6 and 7 a brief history of St Michael's Church

by James Adam. Although not as well filled on Sundays

as they once were, our churches are beautiful places and

deserve to be appreciated more, as much for what they

are as for what they represent.

Religious devotion has inspired great art over the

centuries. On pages 12 and 13, Pat Rozental (herself a

talented artist) tells us the story behind the set of power-

ful charcoal drawings she has created depicting the last

days of Christ. Whether you are a believer or not, you

agree that these are powerful works. The entire set

will be on display in St Michael's during Lent.

will

Still exemplifying the Christian virtues of love and

charity, on pages 22 and 23 Rev. Sally Bottomer describes

this year's take-up of the Whitechapel Breakfast

Challenge. Not for the faint-hearted!

Elsewhere in this issue, you'll find plenty to inform

and entertain you. Ralph Weston's vivid account on pages

18 and 19 of Christmas dinner at Halton proves that the

RAF not only keep us safe, they feed us as well!

The Editor is always pleased to

receive local news of people,

clubs and events.

Primary healthcare is embracing the computer age.

The Surgery is effectively telling us, on p20, that it won't

be long before those of us who choose to do so will be

able to obtain much of their routine healthcare via the

Surgery website. Mrs Elsie Birch (p21) would have been

amazed. She described a time, unlike the present, when

change happened slowly
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A message from the Pastor

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

AS I SIT in my peaceful office and write these

words, I feel suddenly aware of the luxuries I

have in life. I have a wonderful wife and child-

ren, a lovely home, friends, food, drink, and

various other blessings-too many to count.

Today, as you read this, sometime after I penned

it, I am still in this blessed position, and I am

sure that is the case for many

of us.

We all know that the world

is struggling at the moment.

There are tremendous difficul-

ties afflicting so many. We have

wars and rumours of wars, a

refugee crisis, people with no

food at all, and persecution is

rife worldwide. Christians

across the globe also endure

such perils. To be honest, the

world has continually been this way-there

have always been difficulties.

I believe it is so important for each of us to

try to influence and affect the various situa-

tions before us, where we can. I know the world

issues we see are huge, as are some of the issues

locally and nationally, but let us try to make

what difference we can. We know we cannot

solve these things fully, but each of us in our

Aston Clinton Ladies Group

Forthcoming meetings

Wed 17 February at 8pm at the Guide Hall

"The Okavango Experience", an illustrated talk

by Mr I Rhodes.

Wed 16 March at 8pm at St Michael and All

Angels: Lenten Service followed by coffee

and biscuits at Janet Leech's house

If you would like to join us or for further

information please call Sue Sanders on 01296

630740 or Janet Watson on 01296 631014.

New members are always very welcome.

own small way can contribute. We have already

seen the generosity of so many across this

country and beyond, with regard to the refugee

crisis, and so it is only right to work towards

the welfare of others in need.

My personal belief is that ultimately this

world will reach a stage in history, ready for

Jesus Christ to return. The

Bible makes it clear that before

he returns, things will be diffi-

cult, and so his predictions are

proving themselves truthful-

even now. Therefore we have

hope in him not just today,

but also tomorrow, and for

that day when he comes-

bringing perfection with him.

Things will be changed,

especially as we let his life

enter and empower us.

So, as spring approaches, with new life

appearing all around in nature, let us ponder

the gift of Christ and his new life, and give

thanks for his common grace given to us all,

indeed for all the numerous blessings we have.

Thank you.

Simm
Rev. Simon Downing

The Rhubarb

CAFE
Open at St Michael's Church,

Aston Clinton every Monday

afternoon from 2 to 4.30pm

Serving tea and coffee with delicious

freshly baked cakes, come rain or shine

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016VILLAGE LIFE
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St Michael and All Angels
Regular Services:

9.15am and 6pm each Sunday

and Evening Prayer at 7.30pm each Friday

Forthcoming events

Date Time Event

Wed 10 Feb 8pm

Sat 13 Feb 7.30pm Quiz Night

Ash Wednesday Communion

Location

St Michael's Church

The Anthony Hall

Fri 4 March

Sun 6 March

2pm

9.15am

Women's World Day of Prayer St Michael's Church

Mothering Sunday St Michael's Church

Sun 13 March 10.30am Annual Parochial Church Meeting St Michael's Church

Wed 16 March 8pm AC Ladies' Group Lent Service St Michael's Church

Sun 20 March 9.15am Palm Sunday St Michael's Church

Fri 25 March 12noon Good Friday Worship St Michael's Church

Easter Fire Family Communion St Michael's ChurchSun 27th March 9.15am

Every Monday 2pm-4.30pm Rhubarb Café at St Michael's Church.

More details about all these events on the church website: www.s-michaels.org.uk

Aston Clinton Baptist Church

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

SUNDAY SERVICES

We meet together every Sunday at 10.45 a.m. The teaching theme for January through to

March is around the concepts of: Resolve, Perspective and Preparedness.

We also provide 'Allsorts Sunday' - our Sunday school and creche.

We have a Youth Church Worship Celebration service every
third Sunday in the evenings at 6pm.

TOTSPOT

This is a baby and toddler group where parents and carers

get together on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10-12 midday,
term time only, in the Church Hall.

YOUTH WORK

Youth Cafe: Wednesdays 3-6pm

Youth Group: Fridays 7-9pm.

We also run other youth teaching groups during the week,
and have an older Sunday school group which meets twice

every month.

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016 5



A historical guide to St Michael's Church

PART ONE

THE FIRST THING I am always asked about

the history of St Michael and All Angels

Church at Aston Clinton is "When was it

built?". In reply, I joke and say 'just in time for

lunch-1232!" But, in fact, nobody knows

exactly. The first recorded rector was appointed

in 1232 and our architect, Michael Bartosch,

who is an expert on church buildings from

great cathedrals to tiny parish churches, agrees

that the architecture of the nave (the main body

of the building) and the chancel (the choir and

the sanctuary) are indicative of that time.

The Rev'd Dennis Davies, a former minister

at the church, reckoned that it was probably

dedicated in about 1250 by the then Bishop of

Lincoln, Bishop Grosseteste (pronounced

Growtett which is Norman French for Big

Head). In 1250, Aston Clinton was in the

Diocese of Lincoln, an enormous diocese which

stretched from The Wash to the Thames. So

big was it that the Bishop had to have more

than one palace and, if indeed he did dedicate

St Michael's, Bishop Grosseteste would have

been staying at his palace in Thame (which was

subsequently owned by Robin Gibb, one of the

Bee Gees, until his death in 2012).

St Michael's is a Grade II* listed building

and this is probably because of the excellently

carved stonework in the Sanctuary. To the

right of the Altar there are three 'sedilia' (seats)

with carved pinnacled canopies above them.

They are another clue to the dating of the

building as they are typical of carvings carried

out in the middle of the thirteenth century.

The sedilia were there for the priest, the deacon

and the sub-deacon to sit on during parts of

the Mass. Two of them appear to be rather low

but that is because the altar now stands on a

step which wasn't there when the sedilia were

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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installed. To the left of the sedilia is a piscina',

where the vessels used for the Mass would be

washed and any consecrated elements left on

them flushed down a tiny drain into the earth.

The sedilia, with the piscina on the left

On the north side of the Sanctuary is an

Easter Sepulchre which is a comparative rarity.

An Easter Sepulchre is an arched recess used

during annual Easter ceremonies. Easter

Sepulchres are relatively rare in English churches,

as most were destroyed during the Reformation.

A crucifix and other sacred elements would be

placed in the sepulchre from Good Friday

until Easter Day, recalling Christ's entombment

after his crucifixion. Easter Sepulchres are

found only in England, and generally date

from the Decorated Gothic period, roughly

the 13th and 14th centuries. However, ours has

a clue as to its date as it is decorated with the

head of a Knight in armour and the armour is

14th century, so the sepulchre could well have

been added after the

church was originally

built. The Lords of the

Manor at that time

were the Montacutes

and the then head of

the family was the

young Earl of Salisbury

who had fought at

Crécy in 1346. Is the

carved head a portrait

of him? I would like to

think so, but we will

never know.

Another question I am asked is "Who paid

for it to be built?" In a village the size that

Aston Clinton was in the 13th century, the

only person to have enough money to build a

church would be the Lord of the Manor who,

in 1232, was William de Clinton. England

had been a Christian country for hundreds of

years before 1232 so it is likely that the present

church is not the first to be built here. However,

being in the centre of the village, it is likely

that the present church is on the site of an

earlier, perhaps Saxon, church.

The East window above the Altar is very

fine. The story that I have been told is that the

Rev'd Wynne Eaton who was Rector between

1848 and 1870, went on the Grand Tour of

Europe and acquired the three main panels in

Rome. I was once told that they are 17th cen-

tury German stained glass depicting St Peter

on the right with a sword, St John on the left

with an eagle and Christ in the middle. Only

the head of Christ has been replaced. It will be

noticed that they are a little bit too big to fit

between the mullions. Again, the story that I

was told was that Rev'd Wynn Eaton didn't

measure up properly before purchasing them!

Photo: James Adam

Another instalment will appear in the next

edition of Village Life. The church is open on

Sundays from 8am to 7pm, on Mondays from

8am to 4.40pm and from Tuesdays to Saturdays

from 8am to 3pm.

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016

James Adam

7



Parish Council news

EVERYONE at the Parish Council is looking

forward to the spring and the brighter weather

coming. Not least because our park improve-

ment plans will really start to come to fruition

as the spring rolls by. We already have the new

Multi-User Games Area (MUGA) built and

by the time this issue comes out, it should be

wheelchair accessible. Following on from this,

there will be a new pathway allowing push-

chairs, wheelchairs and mobility scooters to not

only access the MUGA, but also the skate

ramps, the stream and beach and our new picnic

site. Community and sports groups

can use the MUGA for free and we
are particularly keen to hear from

groups with wheelchair users.
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In the meantime, we all have a

responsibility to maintain our

beautiful park which is the envy of

many surrounding areas. Please

remember to pick up after your

dogs, throw away all rubbish and

Santa's Float - another

ONCE AGAIN Santa brought his float to

Aston Clinton on the Sunday before Christmas

to help raise money for charity.

The float visited Wenwell Close,

Bishopsfield, Dean Way,

Beaconsfield Rd, Rosebery Road,

Beechwood Way, Overstrand,

New Road, Green End Street,

London Road, Twitchell Lane,

Long Plough and College Road

South. Next time, Santa hopes

to cover more of the village by

going out for two nights.

It was fantastic to see so many

families and children coming

out to see us and in some cases,

treat the amenities (which you have paid for),

with care.

In the summer, we plan to have some new,

integrated play equipment in the children's play

park for use by the disabled and able-bodied

alike!

New dog bins anyone?

at

away.

The parish council has set aside some funding

for some new dog waste bins for the village.

To get the best value for money, we would be

grateful if residents could let us know where

play.

poop

they think the new bins should

be sited, by filling in a short form

which can be downloaded from

our website: www.astonclinton.org

Please place the completed

forms in the mailbox at the parish

office in the park or, alternatively,

you can email it to us at:

parishcouncil@astonclinton.org

Gill Merry Parish Clerk

successful round!

following the sleigh along the road. We are

delighted to announce that £1,156.50 was

raised to be divided equally

between Rennie Grove

Hospice at Home, and the

local Scouts and Guides. This

exceeded last year's total and

our sincere thanks go Colin

Lane of C.D. Lane Contractors

for driving Santa around the

village and to the Scouts and
Guides for their tireless door-

knocking.

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Santa greets a child on his round

Cllr Liz Tubb

Chairman

Aston Clinton Parish Council

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Aston Clinton Neighbourhood

The committee members are currently writing

up the subjects identified from the public

consultation in September 2015. These will

be refined by our consultants and, in consul-

tation with them, we shall shortly start

preparing the questionnaire which will be

distributed to all households in the village.

When this arrives we would urge you to

complete it as it will form the basis of our

Neighbourhood Plan.

We will then write up the final draft which

will be presented first to AVDC and then on

to the planning inspector for approval. Once

approved, the Plan will be submitted to

Plan/Progress Report

Happy

Eric Rose: modelmaker

"The Astonian' was a local magazine, which

was published by the erstwhile Aston

Clinton Residents' Association during the

1970s and 80s. This story, which appeared

anonymously in 1977, is about an Astonian

and his friend who shared a passion for

military history. Together, they wanted to

remind everyone of the futility of war.

Norty Brook Street, a tastefully modernised

end-of-terrace cottage, is the home of

World War One relics and history, Eric Rose.

To the outside world, Eric is a professional

carpenter/builder and family man who came to

Aston Clinton from Westcott some 22 years

ago and quietly made his mark in the village.

Like his namesake, Sir Alec Rose who, just as

quietly and unassumingly, sailed single-handed

around the world, Eric has travelled, both in

the RASC, where he was attached to the 3rd

Parachute Regiment, as well as other army

units. After the war, Eric worked for a firm

everyone on the electoral roll for approval in

a public referendum, expected to be held later

in the year.

We are very mindful that this process is

taking a long time but we are hopeful that all

your comments for the future of the village

will be incorporated into the questionnaire.

New Year to all!

Cllr Colin Read

Chairman, Steering Group

Aston Clinton Neighbourhood Plan

Email: readberg@google.com

Tel: 07956 352 507

and historian

specialising in exhibition films and display work

at home and at continental trade fairs. From

this he developed an interest in model making,

which has won him seven certificates from the

British Model Soldier Society for his models

of World War One battle scenes and military

miniatures. This has added a dimension to his

main hobby-which he shares with his friend

and fellow enthusiast, Jack Disbrey-of

researching the history of World War One.

This entailed more travelling for these two

sleuths around the battle zones of France and

Belgium. The fruits of their labours can be seen

in an exhibition they are laying on at the Silver

Jubilee Exhibition at Aston Clinton Fete this

summer [1977].

Eric's first interest remains the history and

militaria of that never-to-be-forgotten 'war to

end all wars' that the following generation

failed to learn from and so had to suffer the

consequences. By preserving its history, Eric

Rose hopes to ensure that the lesson will never

again be forgotten.

Please support our advertisers. They make your magazine possible.

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Aston Clinton, Buckland & Drayton Beauchamp

Horticultural Society

A HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all. We are

the only active horticultural society in the local

villages that stages two shows a year. This is

because we have good committee support: and

willing volunteers. I thank them for organising

our activities and in particular our shows.

Without them the Society would quickly

collapse. Financially we have a healthy balance

to keep us going. However, a number of mem-

bers have not yet paid their subscriptions for

2016 and they are now due. We always wel-

come new members. To pay your subscription

or join the Society, please contact Ken Halls on

01296 631636.

Spring Show and Plant Sale -2 April 2016

This year will be our 20th annual Spring Show.

It will be held in the hall at Aston Clinton

School as before, opening at 2pm. Entry is £1,

children free. Entry night is the previous

Wednesday 30 March, 6-7.45pm at the

Anthony Hall.

Those of you who have trophies, please

return them to Ken Halls by entry night at the

latest. Full details of the classes will be pub-

lished in the schedule early in 2016, but the

show includes all the regular features and
Photo: Alec Just

classes including a section for daffodils, floral

art, children, spring flowers, handicrafts and

domestic. There are plenty of challenges for

everyone to have a go and enter something.

As it is our 20th Show some of the classes will

reflect this milestone.

Some of the proposed changes for the show

are:

•Adult photograph classes; title: 'Cityscape'

Children (9-14 years) photos; subject: "Trees'

• Floral Art novice class - Flower arrangement

in a piece of china (china is the gift for a 20th

anniversary!)

•Floral Art - 20th Anniversary Celebration

Remember there will also be the Society's

plant sale. On offer will be trailing geraniums,

fuchsias, sweet peas, a range of perennials,

primulas and other early pot and bedding

plants.

The Browns will be selling their plants and

there will be our raffle stall to help defray

costs. Teas will be available.

We will need the usual help to set up the

show on the Friday afternoon from 4pm.

Perhaps more importantly we need as many

people as possible to clear away the tables etc.

after the show closes at about 5pm on the

Saturday. Contributions to the raffle would be

much appreciated. Anyone who would like to

learn to be a steward on the Saturday morning

would also be most welcome; you will get one

of John and Evelyn's superb lunches! Please

contact either myself or a member of the

committee. Ken Halls

Spring Show Secretary (tel 01296 631636)

Gardening

As a Society we are often asked for advice and

guidance on how to look after and enjoy our

gardens. Unfortunately many people find

themselves with small gardens but there are

advice and guidance

Unheard of? Geraniums still in bloom in an

Aston Clinton garden on 10th January!

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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ways to make them productive and enjoyable

and there are also allotments in the park.

Some of our talks are directed towards how

to grow flowers and this year we have talks on

delphiniums, sweet peas and cacti. More advice

can be found on the Society's website where

there is a contact email address that can be

used to ask a question. If we cannot answer

directly then enquirers can be directed to other

sites.

Slugs and snails

This winter has been so wet and mild so far

that most of the bugs, but especially the slugs

and snails, will survive to fatten themselves on

our new shoots, seedlings and young plants

when they start to grow. Oh for some frosty

weather! As was shown in the Dec/Jan Village

Life, I had perennials in flower in November

due to lack of frosts.

Slugs will attack delphiniums and lupins

before the shoots break the surface so it is

essential to scatter slug pellets early on. A

natural way to get rid of snails once growth

commences is to use nematodes, microscopic

parasitic worms that live in soil. You can pur-

chase nematode species specifically for killing

slugs. Once all the slugs are killed, the nema-

todes will leave the area or die out. I find they

are effective for about two months. Remember,

slugs and snails will find their way into green-

houses and seedlings planted out can be

stripped overnight.

Society trees in the Park

The Horticultural Society celebrated its 50th

anniversary in 2008 by planting fifty trees in

Aston Clinton Park. Recently the Parish

Council have cleared the undergrowth from

around many of our trees. They are field trees.

recommended by the district council to be

suitable for the Buckinghamshire countryside

and include silver birch, hornbeam, beech,

cherry, lime, oak, wild service, field maple and

Society stalwart Elizabeth Weston poses alongside

one of the fifty trees planted by the Society in Aston

Clinton Park in 2008.

grown

alder. They are now eight years old and have

well. Some are nearly 20ft high, as can

be seen from the picture above, and will even-

tually make a significant contribution to the

park. Our thanks to the Parish Council for

keeping the area around them clear.

Back to the weather

The mild wet weather in December meant that

little or nothing has been done in the garden.

Ground cannot be turned over when it is so

sticky and heavy with water, and the weeds

keep growing. I pray for some frosty weather

in February, then you can dig the allotment or

veg garden over and let the frost break down

the tilth. I hope that you all have a successful

gardening year in 2016.

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Stations of the Cross

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

During Lent, a visitor to St Michael's

Church will see a remarkable set of eleven

charcoal drawings by Pat Rozental. They

depict Jesus on the day of bis crucifixion.

To believers and non-believers alike, the

images she has created are both moving

and powerful. Here three examples are

shown and Pat describes the background

to their creation...

SINCE the age of nine when my Sunday

school went to see the epic film 'The Greatest

Story Ever Told', The Stations of the Cross

have been part of my visual vocabulary. I was

probably a bit young for the film as I was ab-

solutely horrified by the depiction of the cruci-

fixion and for years after was haunted by the

image of Max von Sydow's Christ suffering on

the cross. Growing older I came into contact

with other emotionally charged versions of

No.2 Jesus takes up the Cross

Christ's Passion, such as Mantegna's 'Dead
Christ', "The Entombment of Christ' by

Caravaggio and Michelangelo's 'Pieta'.

It was always my ambition to put some of

the emotive power of such images into a suite

of works corresponding to the Stations of the

Cross. So when Rev. Elizabeth Moxley

commissioned me to make a series of drawings

to display in St. Michael's during Lent three

years ago, I was delighted to oblige.

No. 4 Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem

Because the drawings are site specific it was

important that that they reflected the fabric of
St Michael's: the wood in the pews and beauti-

ful newly-lit ceiling, the stone arches and

numerous gargoyles.

As my face of Christ was revealed I wanted

him to look strong but vulnerable and at times

almost resigned to his fate.

I felt compelled to give Jesus large, strong

hands. He was a carpenter after all and 'He

holds the whole world in them'. Indeed in

Station number 4, where Jesus meets the

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Women of Jerusalem, his hand actually comes

over the cross and through his halo.

In drawing 6, Simon of Cyrene's hands are

also huge, coming to the aid of a diminutive,

exhausted, beat up Jesus.

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Other characters in this 'Greatest Story Ever

Told' include a grief stricken Mary, Pilate,

depicted as a fat Roman and the revolting man

who is clearly relishing his task of nailing Jesus

to his cross.

My drawings, executed in charcoal, are a

representation of violence and suffering

brought to bear upon a single human figure.

This is the Son of God, but also represents the

son of man and is a response to human cruelty

and the abuse of power that is most evident in

the actions of repressive political, governmental

and terrorist regimes today.

I feel we should be affected by them. They

should make us feel angry, humble, complicit

and pained. Pat Rozental

Royal British Legion news

The December meeting of our branch of the

Royal British Legion was our Christmas bingo

and supper. Some 25 to 30 members along

with their guests crowded into the parish

council meeting room.

After the formal opening remembrance we

relaxed into our bingo session. Ray Rust was

the caller and entertained us with his humour.

The buffet was provided by the members.

No. 6 Simon of Cyrene helps carry the Cross

The Aston Clinton branch meets regularly on

the second Tuesday in the month at the

parish council office in the park at 7.30pm.

We welcome all visitors and any who may

wish to join us. The Royal British Legion is not

necessarily for ex-servicemen but for all who

wish to support the work of the Legion and to

provide a social focus for those who are

interested.

Ralph Weston

Buckland, Drayton Beauchamp and Aston Clinton WI

MARCH MEETING: Wed 2nd March 'Shrove Tuesday-more than just pancakes'

In 2016, why not join your local branch of the WI? We meet on the first Wednesday of

the month at the Anthony Hall in Aston Clinton at 7.45pm. We enjoy theatre trips, a

monthly lunch get-together and a strolling group. Ladies, come along and try theWI

us twice at no charge. You will be pleasantly surprised and make new friends.
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ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Are you being noticed?

De
ECEMBER signalled the emergence of

Christmas trees, decorations, tinsel and

Street you were positively dazzled and possibly

little distracted by the almost continuous

wave of beautiful white snowdrops and glitter-

ing lights. Emerging from the Western Road

end, the carnival of lights became less notice-

able and the street lights gave over their omni-

presence.

Driving further along towards Aston Clinton,

the swathe of orange light breaks here and

there to blanket the surroundings in near-

darkness. It's a fair bet you'll drive past those

walking their canine friends or just walking

whilst taking the opportunity to become

pleasantly distracted by the surrounding world.

These hardy duos (or more) quite often walk

down poorly illuminated or unlit lanes and

roads and positively disappear into the dark

surroundings. From the walker's perspective it's

probably quite easy to estimate the trajectory

of the headlights of an oncoming car and

adjust their route accordingly but for the driver

it's quite often a surprise to suddenly be con-

fronted by a pair of shining eyes from the

pooch and its owner at fairly short range. The

dipped headlights on a car will typically have a

22m (72 feet) of forward illumination on the

road before roadside detail can be discerned.

A car travelling at 30mph will traverse that

22m in 1.6 seconds and so allowing for typical

realisation and reaction times of around 0.5

During the current housebuilding off Chapel

Drive, you will be aware of the constant coming

and going of contractors' heavily laden lorries.

The drivers are said to be paid by the load and

many residents have noticed that some drivers

drive at excessive speed. The site manager has

seconds the driver is left with a second or so to

take any avoiding action required. With dark

clothing and/or no illumination or reflective

material on the walker or pooch they do

indeed seem to appear from nowhere! Slow-

ing down one's driving speed to 20mph gives

the driver almost an additional 1 second

reaction time so is well worth doing.

I do tend to slow down when driving on

unlit roads for this very reason but it does sur-

prise me how many walkers walk along unlit

"... it does surprise me how many

walkers walk along unlit roads with

no high visibility aids."

roads with no high visibility aids. The misty

weather we sometimes get doesn't help matters

either and even in daylight a dark figure

against a murky background blends in too well.

Some of the good visibility aids I've noticed

(no excusing the pun) are high visibility and

reflective jackets and/or strips that provide

excellent poor light and darkness protection

giving an early warning beacon between

walker, pooch and driver. This visual highlight

is particularly effective when accompanied by

strips worn on moving limbs.

Being part of a closely knit community

means looking out for everyone. Sharing the

roads, as so often we do, requires effort by

everyone to drive cautiously, remain noticed
and stay safe. Brian Berry

Parents: be aware of danger in and around Green End Street

been made aware of the risk this poses to the

safety of children at both ends of the school

day. Parents: please be aware of the danger

and be especially careful to keep control of

children and toddlers at all times. The danger

is acute. Alec Just

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Having fun and growing with the Brownies

W
TE had a very busy term last year, at

1st Aston Clinton, welcoming new

Brownies and saying goodbye to

some, who went on to join our local Guides.

This past term we had lots of exciting and fun

activities, such as pancake making, stocking

sewing, cookie decorating, and crazy science

experiments to name only a few. We also got

involved with our local community by attend-

ing the local Remembrance Parade in

November.

We encourage Brownies to make their own

decisions and to be involved in planning their

activities, asking what badge they would like to

work towards. Self-government and decision

making are important aspects of our meetings,

where we sit down and discuss issues as a

group ("pow wow"). We follow a commitment

to a common standard, which is why, when

Photo: Jo Johnson

We got the girls to explore and try new

things at our Farm to Fork trip, at Tesco's in

Tring. The girls went around the store trying

different breads, cheese and exotic fruits, plus

even getting to go in the big fridge and freezer!

Everyone who participated tried 100% of all

the different foods.

We worked on and all achieved the World

Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts

(WAGGGS) badge, which meant learning

about Brownies from around the world, trying

different foods and learning some fun new

songs and actions from other Brownie

countries.

This upcoming term we are hoping to do

some fun and adventurous outdoor activities,

such as a torch-light treasure hunt, a visit to

Green Park and a trip to a working farm during

Photo: Samantha Mayne lambing season. In the

summer our annual

walk to Western

Turville fish and chip

shop always proves

popular amongst our

Brownies and Leaders.

The Brownie adven-

ture is all about having

fun and trying exciting

challenges, for girls

aged seven to ten.

Leaders also have fun!

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016

Creative activity and friendship

they are ready, our Brownies and also the

Leaders, make the Brownie Guide Promise,

which has changed since I was a Brownie:

I promise that I will do my best

To be true to myself and develop my beliefs,

To serve the Queen and my Community,

To help other people, and

To keep the Brownie Guide Law.

We do have spaces in our Brownie Unit and

welcome any girls who would like to come to

one of our meetings, to see what we get up to.

If you would like more information or wish

to register an interest in joining please visit

www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Jo Johnson
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I CONSIDER myself to be pretty clued up

on all things "social media". I've been using

Facebook for almost a decade, dip in and out

of Twitter and my current favourite, (like all

the cool, young things I'm told) is Instagram.

I try not to post pictures of my dinner but

must 'fess up' to the occasional selfie (filtered

obviously).

mation and worm their way into the online

world of those slightly less long-in-the-tooth

than me. Like my children.

So when the kids' school offered a workshop

for parents on e-safety and online protection

for children, I went along fully expecting to be

told how to suck some eggs. I was wrong.

In fact, by the end of the meeting,

which was run by an officer from

CEOP (a division of the police for

Child Exploitation and Online

Protection) I wanted to throw my

phone away in horror and move my

family to a wi-fi free cave somewhere

up a remote mountain. There are

some properly evil people out there,

who do horrible things and it turns

out I've been a bit of a naive numpty the
all this time practically inviting all

manner of weirdo's and freaks to find out

exactly where I live, what I do and who I do it

with.

Now, my lot are, as yet, still too young for

their own social media accounts, although

tablets for Christmas gave them their first

opportunity to 'message' each other digitally.

Reading through their messages was a fairly

shocking insight into the swear words they can

now use in context and yes there was a prolif-

eration of poo emojis. I realised pretty quickly

that I needed to have a word with them about

the implication of sending such mes-

sages to people outside of our family.

This of course spiralled into a lecture

about context and cyber-bullying

and upsetting someone so much they

might kill themself, and that then the

police would be able to trace all mes-

sages even if they had been deleted...

at which point my husband cleared

his throat and I noticed the terror onMum's

word the poor darlings' faces. "I don't
think I want this anymore", no. 2

muttered, pushing it away like it might explode.

I'm exaggerating of course, at least I hope I

am. I'm strict about privacy settings and don't

accept 'friend' requests or 'follows' from anyone

I don't know in person. But what surprised me

was how incredibly easy it is for those with a

small amount of technical nous to glean infor-

Solution to Crossword No.14

Then to my horror, no.1 wandered in to my

bedroom on a video call to her uncle com-

pletely oblivious to the fact that I was still at

the mostly naked stage of getting dressed. This

was possibly more traumatic for him than me.

So yes, our online safety definitely needs some

work if only to protect the innocent, my

31-year-old brother included. Kelly Cornish

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Po pay to day pe

In the directory of advertisers on pages 34 and 35 you will find a

surprisingly wide range of local services. Please support our advertisers

and please mention Village Life when you contact them.

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Don't miss this year's Village Market!

SHOPPING BAGS and hearty appetites at

the ready Village Market 2016 is almost

here! There's still time to book a pitch at one of

the most anticipated dates in the Aston Clinton

calendar, but spaces are going fast so now is the

time to get in touch!

The eighth annual Market will be held on

Sunday 8th May and is shaping up to be

another fun-paced, family event, with fabulous

food and drink, great entertainment and a

wealth of stalls selling a huge variety of local

crafts and farmers' market fare.

For more information about the 2016

Village Market or to enquire about booking a

stall or catering pitch, please visit our website:

www.acvillagemarket.co.uk or email us at:

bookings@acvillagemarket.co.uk

Be vigilant and be safe!

Aston Clinton is regarded as a peaceful and

relatively crime-free locality. However, as

this incident report makes clear, we should not

be complacent...

On 12th January, between the hours of 7pm

and midnight, an intruder removed the door of

a garden shed in Long Plough by unscrewing

the hinges to the door before stealing a petrol

strimmer. The theft was reported to the police.

This is the first incident reported in Long

Plough for more than three years. Everyone

would be well advised to check the security of

their property and cars; especially garden sheds,

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016

You'll be able to browse everything from

vintage furniture and hand-made jewellery to

tempting cakes, pickles and chutneys. Plus you

will be supporting local sellers and our wonder-

ful primary school at the same time.

Sarah Marsh

garages and vans if you have tools or garden

equipment that might be targeted. Fit good

locks, padlocks, lighting and alarms, or take

expensive tools indoors at night where

appropriate.

If you see anyone acting suspiciously please

inform Thames Valley Police on their non-

emergency number 101. In an emergency, if

you see a serious crime taking place, still dial

999.

Simon Icke

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator

Long Plough, Aston Clinton

ASTON CLINTON NEWS
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Christmas lunch 2015 at RAF Halton

his year over fifty of our senior citizens

were invited to RAF Halton for a

Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 9th

December where we were joined by others

from Wendover and Weston Turville. It was

held in the Henderson Trainee Mess.

We were received by station commander

Group Captain Adrian Burns and volunteers

from RAF Halton who took our coats and

assisted those who needed help to climb the

steps and generally made us welcome. We sat

down to listen to the Halton Voluntary Band

playing carols and Christmas songs. After we

had been joined by the Wendover contingent

we were served with mulled wine and soft

drinks. This was followed by a three-course

Christmas dinner that included turkey and

ham, vegetables and all the trimmings and

followed by Christmas pudding and coffee and

mince pies.

own Ray Rust got up and sang to us. The

station commander spoke to us and thanked us

for our support of RAF Halton.

Before being brought home by coach we were

given a goody bag which this year included a

recruiting plastic 'waterbag'. I am not sure if it

was intended to sustain us on our daily runs or

to encourage us to take up running!

Our thanks are due to RAF Halton for a

very enjoyable occasion. Ralph Weston

Ron Tye and Mary Flower pulling a cracker

After lunch we played two rounds of bingo

followed by a prize draw. This was followed by

music from a disco and a Karaoke when our

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

David Green looks on expectantly as Margaret Baynes is served by Cpl Fiona Rotherham.

MARCH 2016
18



Above: The invited senior citizens tuck in to the splendid Christmas lunch provided by RAF Halton.

Below: RAF Halton station commander Group Captain Adrian Burns goes beyond the normal call of duty.
The lucky diners are Sylvia Green and Janet Tye.

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Surgery news

O
UR new website is now live, with lots of

new functions and advice for patients.

The go-live date was a surprise for

everyone-both the practice and the patients!

We knew it was on its way but the domain

change happened much more quickly than our

supplier anticipated, and brought with it some

technical hitches that both our old supplier

and new supplier worked very hard to sort out

as quickly as possible. We appreciate that the

change caused some frustration, and apologise

for that. All the patient-facing hitches are now

rectified, but we have had some feedback re-

garding the repeat prescription ordering system.

The new website supplier has built in a

security element that requires patients to type

in the medication that is required each time it

is ordered. This is different from our old web-

site which remembered previous ordered items.

We appreciate that, for some patients, this is

frustrating but the new system is designed to

protect patient confidentiality.

If you wish to order your repeat prescription

online, please click on 'prescriptions', then click

'order your repeat prescription online', fill in

the online form and click submit. The details

are then sent securely to the practice for them

to process the requests.

Following our patient surveys, we are also

offering another new service, via the website,

that went live on Wednesday 6th January. It is

called Web GP and offers patients a huge

amount of self-help information regarding lots

of illnesses. However, if this information doesn't

answer your question, you can complete an on-

line questionnaire which is delivered securely

to the practice. One of the GP team will assess

the form and you will be contacted by the end

"Web GP (accessed via our web-

site) offers patients a huge amount

of self-help information regarding

lots of illnesses..."

of the next working day with feedback and

treatment options. As this system is online

24/7, we anticipate that it will allow greater

flexibility for patients, and offer an alternative

to a traditional GP appointment.

Technology is a wonderful thing and we

know from patient feedback that many patients

are keen for us to explore new systems that

allow patients to complete forms, view their

records, order medication and many other

things, without actually having to contact the

practice by telephone or in person. Of course,

the new systems may not suit everyone, but we

hope that by offering a variety of options, we

offer something that works for you. There are

sometimes hiccups with new technology, despite

however much testing is done beforehand, but

we will always do our best to solve the issues as

soon as possible, and appreciate your patience

and support when this happens.

Take a look at the new website, see what you

think. www.westongrove.com

Best wishes for 2016 from all at Aston

Clinton Surgery

RAF Association Aylesbury and Halton Branch

The bar in Building 259 at RAF Halton (first building on the right from the entrance to airfield)

is open to all interested parties Thursday and Saturday evening 7.30-11pm. Ordinary meetings

are held there on the first Wednesday in every month at 7.30 for 8pm.

For further information please contact:

Ray Mockford on 07771 591 586 or Derf Mockford on 07775 664 064

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Temperance and training

THERE are two buildings at the top of Brook

Street of considerable interest. On one corner

used to be the Temperance Hotel and/or café.

On the opposite side, where there are now

flats, there used to be a shop, once owned by

Dick Bignall's mother. Very many decades ago,

that building was known as the 'Institute' and

it dates back to the Rothschilds' time. It was

built as a training school for domestic staff at

the Rothschild houses. Its intake was three girls

per year with a maximum of six. Dick Bignall

remembers the lady in charge was a Miss

Molique. During very cold spells they also

made soup for the poor of the village.

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

In a 1972 issue of The Astonian magazine,

Mrs Elsie Birch, then a well-known figure in

the village, recalled that next to the Temperance

Hotel there was:

"... a row of cottages and shops including an

Off Licence. In that shop, now a grocery shop,

was a cycle shop, opened by the late Mr Ernie

Collier. Mr Collier left the cycle shop and

started the garage, together with a blacksmith's

shop in Aylesbury Road. Both he and the late

Mr W Plater, who lived at the other garage,

acquired a car just before the 1914-18 war.

The old Ford 'tin lizzie' was then a luxury.

"Next to the row of cottages was Raglan

House, the home then of Mr Robert Howe.

He owned the horse buses, which travelled to

Aylesbury twice daily; small one for weekdays,

larger one for Saturdays. The fare I suppose

was about sixpence return. Even then, many

could not afford the fare, so they walked. It was

not until 1919 that he changed to a 'motor.

Very different from the buses we are familiar

with today.

"Now we will go across the road. The shop,

now the butchers, was a lovely toy shop, owned

by Mrs and Miss Burnham. How we children

used to love peering through the window.

What a lot of public houses there were in

those days! Five have disappeared in my life-

time."

Ralph Weston

(with additional material by the late

Mrs Elsie Birch, reprinted from The Astonian

magazine of autumn 1972

The junction of Brook Street with London Road, c.1905. On the left is the Temperance Hotel with the ivy-

clad Institute on the right. The photographer and his spectators weren't troubled by traffic on London Road.

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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Whitechapel Breakfast Challenge

Ο
N 19th November 2015, a group of us

from St Michael & All Angel's Church

took the Breakfast Challenge at White-

chapel Mission, a London based charity helping

the homeless of the streets of our capital. The

Whitechapel Mission meets their immediate

needs by providing them with food, shelter,

clothing and medical care. St Michael's have

been collecting for Whitechapel for many

years now with our main collection happening

around Harvest time. Food donations such as

beans, cereals, biscuits and oil, and donations

of clothing are essential for this charity to con-

tinue to provide the care for those less fortunate

than ourselves.

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

The Breakfast Challenge is currently the

most popular form of volunteering at the

Whitechapel Mission. Teams of volunteers

book up to prepare and serve breakfast to as

many as 300 people.

Our day began at 4.15am (that in itself was

quite a challenge!). We had instructions to be

there by 5.45am for our briefing. We were met

by Michelle, the kitchen manager, who swiftly

"It was a very rewarding and

meaningful experience to see

where and how our donations are

put to use."

delegated amongst us all the kitchen chores:

emptying dozens of cans of beans into gigantic

saucepans, toasting and buttering endless

rounds of bread, stirring enormous vats of

porridge, cooking mountains of sausages and

bacon, and frying approximately 300 eggs!

All this whilst serving umpteen cups of tea and

coffee to the homeless visitors who started

arriving from 6am.

At 8am some of the team began to serve

breakfast whilst the rest of us continued to

cook, or wash up. At 10am the kitchen closed

for the day but the work did not end there as

we all took on the job of clearing the kitchen

and dining area, which included mopping

floors, leaving it prepared for the next day. We

were all done (and done in!) by 11.30am.

The Whitechapel Breakfast Challenge was

indeed a challenge for us all; not only because

of the hard work it entailed but also because it

challenged us to help and serve people whom

we would not necessarily meet in our everyday

lives. It was a very rewarding and meaningful

experience and fantastic to see where and how

our donations are put to use. The permanent

team of staff, headed up by Michelle, were

inspirational, passionate and unconditionally

caring towards the hundreds of visitors we saw

come through the doors of Whitechapel that

morning. But even more inspirational is to

know that Billy, a regular kitchen volunteer,

was himself one of those homeless visitors not

so long ago, and thanks to the work of

Whitechapel Mission has been able to literally

turn his life around. Rev. Sally Bottomer

The best job went to Katherine Sheelan
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Top: Penny Ginger, Phillip Bayley, Katherine Sheelan, 'Billy', Sally Bottomer and Grace Spiller pose for a

souvenir group photo.

Bottom left: Penny Ginger and Phillip Bayliss hard at work

Bottom right: Grace Spiller, Sally Bottomer and Phillip Bayley drew the short straws at the end.
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A sign of things to come?

FRIDAY 15th JANUARY was the deadline for

parents to apply for their child's primary school

place, starting this September. The trend over

recent years has been for the number of appli-

cations to rise faster than places are made

available. Despite this trend, over 80% of parents

succeed in getting their first choice preference,

leaving almost one in five parents disappointed.

It is also disappointing that the Dept of

Local Government and Communities appears

to have failed to inform Bucks CC back in 2011

that the National Planning Policy Framework it

was preparing would greatly increase the need

for primary school places in villages like Aston

Clinton. Had there been proper co-ordination,

perhaps the recent enlargement of our primary

school would have better matched the expected

large increase in demand for places. Currently,

the newly enlarged school is all but full.

Aston Clinton will greatly increase in size

over the coming five years or so. Where are all

the extra children going to go? Alec Just

+ British Red Cross

British Red Cross needs YOU!

Do something amazing for 2016.

Set up a fundraising group in your Community!

From coffee mornings to cake sales, quiz nights to wine tasting events, being

part of a group makes fundraising really fun. Get together with friends, family or

colleagues and start your own fundraising group in your community, or you may

want to join one of our existing groups. Perhaps you have a great idea about how

to raise money for the Red Cross?

Each group is different, but most groups meet up every month or so to plan

fundraising events around their interests and to get their community together.

As the local face of the British Red Cross our fundraising groups are essential to

ensure that the British Red Cross continue to help people in crisis.

We'll support you every step of the way. With your support and great ideas you

will be helping others in crisis.

Call Sharon, your local Community Fundraiser to find out more.

01296 739309 or email scooper@redcross.org.uk or

visit our website www.redcross.org.uk/getinvolved

In Buckinghamshire, our Fire and Emergency Support Service attends to

incidents such as a fire or flood, our skilled volunteers offer immediate

shelter, emotional and practical support to those affected by a house fire.

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
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How the Pavilion came about

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

As you may know, plans are afoot to

replace the Pavilion in the park with a

modern building more appropriate to the

needs of a growing community.

In 1972, following the acquisition by

the Parish Council of land that now forms

Aston Clinton Park, planning permission

was obtained for the erection of a 'Youth

Activity Centre'.

What follows is an account of the early

progress of that project, jointly undertaken

by the Parish Council and the Aston

Clinton Association, published in a 1972

issue of the Astonian Magazine.

"YOU will be aware of the acquisition by the

Parish Council of the splendid 35 acre Green

Park site for development of village recreational

facilities. Your Association thought it right to

sponsor the construction and running of a

youth activity centre to be located in Green

Park, subject to Parish Council agreement.

Several meetings have been held, both within

the Association and the Parish Council, to

determine the type and siting of the building.

Agreement in principle, subject to these condi-

tions, has now been achieved with the Council.

"Mr S Powell, the County Youth Officer, has

Photo: Alec Just

kindly advised on all aspects of the future

structure, supervision and equipment which

will be involved in such a project. This expert

advice has enabled us to obtain plans and make

application for substantial grants from the

various authorities. The total initial cost being

approximately £3,800, the Association's pro-

portion being £1,000. A decision is expected

later this year and we hope that the building

can be started shortly afterwards. To control

costs and to maximise on the amount of

money available, as much local practical help as

is possible will be available.

"We are sure that you will be as excited as

we are that such a centre is a distinct possibility

and, although primarily for youth, it can be

used for more adult recreational pursuits.

Whilst certain funds are available, it is hoped

that, with your support, this year's Garden Fete

will be an even greater success than those held

previously. The money raised will assist consid-

erably this youth activity centre project. Your

support, either in a practical way by donations

or assistance, or by your attendance at our fete,

will greatly contribute to its success.

DT Cotterell

Secretary

Aston Clinton Association

(Reprinted from a 1972 issue of The Astonian)
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Christmas Fair 2015

ST MICHAEL'S Christmas Fair on the first

Saturday in December has become a long

standing tradition for raising money towards

the upkeep of the Church, and this year we

raised £3,200.

Father Christmas usually arrives by pony

and trap but sadly one of the 'reindeer' went

lame so Father Christmas had to walk to the

Anthony Hall. Here he was met by many of

the children who wanted to hold his hand and

have their photograph taken with him. The Fair

was well attended by many people, including our

local MP, David Lidington, Cllrs Bill Chapple

and Jenny Bloom, chairman of AVDC.

Stalls included Christmas wreaths made by

Joan Collins, a home-made cake stall which is

always popular and a large gift stall with plenty

of choice for those looking for Christmas

presents. The traditional tombola, plants and

book stall were all well patronised.

Photos below:

Ralph Weston

Top: A general view of the Fair in the Anthony Hall

Bottom left: Father Christmas with Joan Collins

Bottom right: James and Tom Rolfe, aged 6 and 9,

pose with Father Christmas.

K

ம
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BUCKLAND NEWS

All Saints' Church, Buckland

Regular Services:

8am Holy Communion each Sunday

11am Morning Worship - First and Third Sundays

6pm Choral Evensong - Fourth Sunday each month

10am Midweek Communion each Wednesday

Forthcoming events

Date Time Event Location

Sat 6 Feb 10am Produce Stall and Coffee All Saints' Church

Tues 9 Feb 12-4.30pm Pancake Party All Saints' Church

Fri 12 Feb 7.30pm Film Night All Saints' Church

Sat 5 March

Sun 6 March

Fri 11 March

Sun 20 March

10am Produce Stall and Coffee All Saints' Church

4pm Messy Mothering Sunday All Saints' Church

7.30pm Film Night All Saints' Church

11am Palm Sunday All Saints' Church

Sun 20 March 6pm Choral Evensong followed by All Saints' Church

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Fri 25 March 1.30pm Good Friday Worship All Saints' Church

Easter Fire Family Communion All Saints' ChurchSun 27th March 11am

More details about all these events on the church website: www.allsaintsbuckland.org.uk

Thank you to all my helpers and friends, who

came to help decorate and join in the fun at

All Saints for our Christmas season. It looked

beautiful as usual, if not a bit different! Thank

you too for Altar flowers throughout 2015, and

in anticipation for 2016. Very special thanks

to Sue Lipscomb who, in my absence, checked

and replaced flowers when necessary.

I will be holding a "Tea and Cake Afternoon"

on Sat 6 February 2-4pm at 25 Beaconsfield

Road with a raffle and bring & buy stall.

Please come and bring your friends. Details on

01296 630072. Frances Farley

ALL SAINTS

CHURCH

in Buckland

Village is

looking to form

a band to play once a month during

Sunday morning worship. We are very

interested to hear from keen local

musicians.

For more info please call either:

Nigel Kippax on 01296 631010 or

Alison Roberts on 01296 630256.
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The rise of the 'mumpreneurs'?

M
TORE than 40 years before the term

'mumpreneurs' was invented, some of

us in the parish were juggling the

same problem of how to make the best of

being a working mum.

I reckon today's young mothers have got it

easy! When I left my job on a national news-

paper before my daughter was born, maternity

leave, paid or unpaid, was not an option.

Fortunately I was offered regular free-

lance work which lasted for 25 years.

However, in that dark era before

computers and mobile phones, I had to

bash out copy on a manual typewriter

and get it to the office. (My husband

was a patient courier.) The fixed line telephone

was the biggest headache. Only local calls

could be dialled, others had to go through the

exchange. Getting information for an article

was very time consuming.

Childcare was difficult. There were no local

creches or play schools and I relied heavily on

a wonderful local girl who worked as a

'mother's help'.

Readers may recall being introduced to

Shabby, the adopted ginger moggy, last

August. Here's another day from the

summer diary of his chosen carers...

DURING midsummer days, the sun sweeps a

long band of sunshine across the right-hand

flower bed in our garden, uninterrupted for six

or seven hours.

Instinctively

positioning

himself at the

most easterly

point in the bed,

Shabby was

often seen

Food shopping in the mid-1960s was very

limited. There were a few supermarkets in

London but none in this area. The Tring grocer

delivered to Buckland once a week and so did

the butcher but the only place to get good,

fresh fruit and veg was the Tring Friday market

where the stall had a long queue. Instant meals

were something you made yourself and froze!

On the plus side, I think life was

probably lived at a more sensible

pace than today. We worked very,

very hard, but it was fun. 'Stress' was

not a word you ever heard.

Like the girls in Sarah Marsh's

article, I did have a career change in

order to stop commuting. I trained as a book-

binder and set up a workshop at home. Nothing

like as profitable as journalism, just very

satisfying. Liz Young

Editor's note: Liz Young's article was inspired

by the article by Sarah Marsh on p11 in the

Dec/Jan issue of Village Life, entitled "The rise

of the mumpreneurs".

comfy patch to bed-in for a day of summer

basking. Our own cat Fudge, a typical cat most

happy in his daily routine, often looked on

Shabby's invading manoeuvres on his territory

with an air of quiet protest embodied by much

tail-wagging and distant hissing. Acting out

the familiar holiday scene, where the early riser

gets the best spots around the pool, Fudge was

always a little too late to claim that for himself.

Had he done this then I'm sure there would

have been a dawn stand-off with neither want-

ing to give up their prize piece of turf.

The long coat of ginger and white fur that

Shabby sported was, I'm sure, not his best ally

during the hot summer days.

treading down a Continued on p30
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St Mary the Virgin, Drayton Beauchamp
Regular Services:

10.45 am each Sunday

Forthcoming events

Date Time Event Location

Sun 6 March 10.45am Mothering Sunday St Mary's Church

Tues 15 March 8pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting St Mary's Church

Sun 20 March 10.45am Palm Sunday St Mary's Church

Fri 25 March 2.30pm Good Friday Worship

Sun 27 March 10.45 am Easter Day Communion

St Michael's Church

St Michael's Church

More details about these events on the church website: www.s-marys.org.uk

Pony Express

This year I delivered in Drayton Beauchamp

twice. I had 14 or more bundles of letters and

delivered to about 30 addresses, I forgot to

count the letters but it must have been between

Restoration of the Wendover

THE Canal and River Trust together with the

Wendover Arm Trust (WAT) have lodged a

Stage 1 application for a Heritage Lottery grant

for the completion of the restoration to full

navigation of the Wendover Arm of the Grand

Union Canal from Little Tring Bridge to

Drayton Beauchamp.

100 and 200. Thank you for your generous

donations. I have added a bit and sent £90 each

to World Horse Welfare, and Rennie Grove

Hospice Care. Erica Godman

If the Stage 1 application is approved, a

Stage 2 application will be made for a grant of

£1.9m to complete Phase 2 of the restoration so

that full navigation will be possible to Drayton

Beauchamp. The grant would enable contractors

to be employed to assist the volunteer work-

force, thereby completing Phase 2 in about

two years instead of 8/9 years if only volunteer

labour is available.

Arm of the Grand Union

A meeting of WAT supporters was held at

Green Park in November to update everyone

on restoration progress and to present the

case for making the Hertage Lottery bid.

Addressing the Green Park meeting, left to right:

John Dodwell, Canal and River Trust; Chris Sargeant,

chairman, Wendover Arm Trust and James Clifton,

Canal and River Trust
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CLUES ACROSS

Village Life crossword no.14
Crossword compiled by Helen Lonsdale

Solution to this crossword on page 16

1. Referee's red or yellow (4)

3. Ant Bear (8)

9. Plunder and Pillage (7)

10. Hindu social class (5)

11

14 15

20

18

21

23

16

12

10

19

13

11. Distinguishable (12)

Unbeknown to us, Shabby was also getting a

light sprinkling at the end of every sweep and

30 minutes later we were confronted by a

bedraggled ginger moggy meowing at our back

14. Also (3)

16. Seabird dung used as fertiliser (5)

17. Final (3)

Support our advertisers! They

18. Of 17th century poems such as

those by John Donne (12)

21. Large farm in N. America (5)

22. Fragile and easily broken (7)

23. Digested (8)

24. Watery part of milk (4)

Wales (8)

CLUES DOWN

1. Town on River Teifi, S.

2. Scope (5)

4. Biblical vessel (3)

5. Autocracy (12)

6. Forgive (7)

7. Ardent (4)

8. Maker of maps (12)

12. Sudden news item (5)

13. Infidelity (8)

15. Chaperones (7)

19. Snare (5)

20. Song (4)

22. A extra in cricket (3)

Shabby the cat contd from p28

Early one evening we had set up our garden

sprinkler to give our thirsty lawn a needed

quench. Shabby was resident in his favourite

spot and was oblivious to our activities, no

doubt engrossed in a deep feline dream. The

odd twitch he gave confirmed it was nothing

deeper (Shabby was in his twilight years by

now) and so we left him to his warm slumber

and turned the sprinkler on. As the sprinkler

swept across the lawn a light evening breeze

drove the fine mist a little further.

door. I think it was his way of confronting us

to either thank us for the cooling down or out

of annoyance for being woken up, soaked right

through! I suspect the latter but in any case we

mediated by giving him a generous plate of

just-cooked roast chicken which made the

whole world right again.

The next day Shabby regimentally took up

his post and wasn't even deterred by our evening

sprinkler manoeuvres; this time we made sure

he stayed dry if only in concern of having to

sacrifice some the salmon we had prepared for

dinner. I'm sure that the resourceful Shabby

was angling for a different outcome though-

a wet coat is fair exchange for a belly full of

roast chicken in any cat's book! Brian Berry

make your magazine possible.
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Simon Downing

Selly Clarke

Gillian Merry

Helen Shepherd

John Bullard

Useful telephone numbers

Name

1st Aston Clinton Rainbows

1st & 2nd Aston Clinton Brownies

Amersham Hospital

Anthony Hall (Bookings Sec)

Aston Clinton Badminton Club

Aston Clinton Baptist Church

Aston Clinton Friendship Club

Aston Clinton Parish Council

Aston Clinton School

Aston Clinton U3A

Contact

See below*

See below*

-

Janet Brassington

Maureen Davison

Telephone no. Email address

01494 434411

01296 630229

07958 479690

janet@goggle.plus.com

01296 631824

01296 630207

01296 631269

01296 630276

01296 436403

Aston Clinton Youth Club Brian Churchill 01296 630142

Aston Park Tennis Club

Aston Wine Club

Sue Hoey 01296 630826

Penny Ginger 01296 630383

Ballet, Tap and Jazz Classes JoAnn Latus 07800 518654

Ballroom Dancing Yvonne Domican 01296 630467

Baptist Church Hall

Bosom Buddies

Bowls Club

Buckland Bridge Club

Valerie Owen 01296 630303

Tracey Norris 079102 58259 BosomBuddiesTring@hotmail.co.uk

Rosemary Stratfull 01296 631339

Viv Barton 01296 630776

Buckland Vilige Hall (Bkings Sec)

Buckland Parish Council

Buckland Society

Paula Graves 01296 630310

Fiona Lippmann

Kelly Cornish

01296 626073 bucklandpc@googlemail.com

01296 632119

Childline -
0800 1111

Citizens Advice Bureau 0870 126 4056

Cricket Club Mike Parsonage 01296 631788

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

Dentists' Surgery

Dial-a-Ride

01296 323090

01296 330088

Doctors' Surgery 01296 630241

Drayton B'champ Parish Meeting Meryl Nodes 01296 630396

Electricity emergency 0800 7838 838

Environmental Health Out of hours 01296 585093

Environmental Health Helpline 01296 585605

Fly tipping Hotline 0845 330 1856

Football: Aston Clinton FC Mark Foster 07831 765738

Football: AC Colts Ray Lucas 01296 630076

Gas emergency 0800 111 999

Green Park Life Saving Assocn Liz Youens 01296 622895

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows See below*
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Name

Halton Singers

High Wycombe Hospital

Highways on Call

Horticultural Society

John Radcliffe Hospital

Ladies Group

Local Councillors:

Contact Telephone no. Email address

Cherry-Ann Evans 01296 622097

01494 526161

Out of hours 01296 486630

Maureen Ridler 01296 633376 info@astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.co.uk

01865 741166

Sue Sanders 01296 630740

Bucks County Bill Chapple OBE 01296 426814 bchapple@buckscc.gov.uk

Aylesbury Vale District Bill Chapple OBE 01296 426814 bchapple@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Aylesbury Vale District Mike Collins 01296 632039 mcollins@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Aylesbury Vale District

Marsworth Pre-School Group

MP for Aylesbury

Neighbourh'd Watch Administrator

Neighbourhood Watch, Buckland

Neighbourhood Watch, DB

Carole Paternoster 01296 630710 cpaternoster@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

07506 179658

David Lidington

Diane Brown

020 7219 3432 pslidington@fco.gsi.gov.uk

01296 396262

Edwin Domican 01296 630467

Elizabeth Dutton 01296 631613

NHS Direct

Police

0845 4647

Non emergency 101

Pre-School Pam Borrows 01296 630877

RAF Association (local branch) Selly Clarke 01296 630207

RAF Halton (Mon-Fri) 0800-1700hrs 01296 656367

RAF Halton At all other times 01296 656211

Rector Rev Elizabeth Moxley

Royal British Legion Janet Tye

01296 632488

01296 434866

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers David Wall 01296 632142

SSAFA Forces Help Ann Smith 01296 631030

Stoke Mandeville Hospital 01296 315000

Tot Spot (Baptist Church) Nicky Downing 01296 631824

Trading Standards 0845 4040506

Veterinary Centre 01296 630600

Women's Institute Anne Floyd 01296 434372

Water emergency 0845 9200 800

*To register an interest in joining the Brownies or Guides, visit www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Any error or omission in this list should be notified to the Editor

Police information

The Police Constables who have been assigned to this area are Thomas Piercy and Jo Smith. They are

supported by three PCSOs. Wendover Police Station is open Tuesday to Thursday 9am-1pm.

Aylesbury Police Station is open until 10pm all week. The non-emergency police number is 101.

For real emergencies dial 999. More information at www.thamesvalley.police.uk
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Directory of Advertisers

Adams Travel 54

Actopia IT support 56

Amelia Marquees 57

Aston Clinton Dental Clinic 55

Aston Clinton Plumbing & Heating 50

Aston Park Tennis Club 37

Aston Computer Care 57

Aylesbury Heating 51

Bailey's Bedrooms 41

Barowls nursery etc 53

Blue Ribbon Chauffeurs 39

Bowerman Building Services 58

Brighter Home carpet cleaning 40

Brighter Home oven cleaning 60

Buckland Landscapes 46

Butlers Cars 45

CD Lane Contractors Ltd 63

Cesare Property Consultants 44

Char Char Chimps 61

Chiltern Archery 42

Circuitfix electrics 62

Cre8tive Copywriting 61

Darren & Heidi Smith 54

Dom Walker Property Maintenance 61

Elizabeth Anne Blinds 44

E Sharp (Electrical) Ltd 58

Executive Voyager chauffeuring 56

Footworks chiropodist 57

FR Jeffery coal merchant 36

GO'Callaghan tree care 51

Go Cruise 47, 51

GP Renovate 50

Haldi Restaurant 43

Hands-on-Handyman 59

Helen Mulhall personal trainer 57

Heritage & Sons 38

Impact Signs 46

Jazzercise fitness classes 47

Kitty Cat Care 51

La Vita Hairdressing 36

Leonard Pulham Nursing Home 41

Loft Ladders Direct 52

Lucas Fuels 51

LV Holman Plumbers 44

Marsworth Preschool 39

MD Marriott decorators 51

Merryweather Mowers 51

Mike & Kym painters & decorators 51

MJB Smart Handyman Services 58

MJ Electrical 53

Neuro Physio Berkhamsted 46

NR Green builders 57

PE Mead Farm Shop 39

P Greville property maintenance 36

Smashing Windows 59
Swift Secretarial Services 40

K-Lin Woodwork 45

MJB Smart Garden Services 45

M Johnson sewing machines 51

Racquet Restringing Service 37

R&G King Builders 38

RD Leonard fencing and gates 53

Renew carpet cleaning 62

Tai Chi 54

Telnik Roofing Ltd 37

The Oak village pub 2

Town & Country Landscaping 52

Travel Impressions 42

Tring Market Auctions 41

Triple White Weddings 60

Virtual PA services 49

Warren's oven & carpet cleaning 49

Wendover Autobodies motor engineers 64

Wendy Hilliard chiropodist 47

West Lodge Hotel 49

Yeardye Luxury Bathrooms 48

Your Own Home Care 52
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Local Trades and Services

Auction houses

Tring Market Auctions 41

Bathrooms

Yeardye Bathrooms 48

Bedrooms

Bailey's Bedrooms 41

Builders

Bowerman 58

CD Lane Contractors 63

GP Renovate 50

NR Green 57

R & G King 38

Telnik Roofing 37

Business services

Cre8tive Copywriting 61

Swift Secretarial 40

Virtual PA services 49

Cars and Car hire

Blue Ribbon Chauffeurs 39

Butlers Cars 45

Executive Voyager 56

Triple White Weddings 60

Childcare

Barnowls Nursery etc 53

Char Char Chimps 61

Marsworth Preschool 39

Chiropodists

Footworks 57

Wendy Hilliard 47

Cleaning services

Brighter Home carpets 40

Brighter Home ovens 60

Renew carpet cleaning 62

Warren ovens & carpets 49

Computing

Actopia IT support 56

Aston Computer Care 57

Dentistry

AC Dental Clinic 55

Estate agents

Cesare 44

Farm shops

PE Mead Farm Shop 39

Darren & Heidi Smith 54

Fencing/Gates

RD Leonard 53

Fuels

FR Jeffery coal 36

Lucas Fuels 51

Funeral Directors

Heritage & Sons 38

Heating engineers

AC Plumbing & Heating 50

Aylesbury Heating 51

LV Holman 44

Electrical engineers

Circuitfix 62

E Sharp (Electrical) Ltd 58

MJ Electrical 53

Hostelries/Hotels

The Oak village pub 2

West Lodge Hotel 49

Homecare

Elizabeth Anne Blinds 44

Johnson sewing machines 51

Loft Ladders Direct 52

Leisure, Art & Crafts

Chiltern Archery 42

Racquet Restringing 37

Marquee hire

Motor engineers

Wendover Autobodies 64

Gardening

Buckland Landscapes 46

GO'Callaghan tree care 51

Merryweather Mowers 51

MJB Smart 45

Town & Country 52

Haircare

La Vita Hairdressing 36

Health & Fitness

Helen Mulhall 57

Jazzercise 47

Neuro Physiotherapy 46
Tai Chi 54

Nursing homes & care

Leonard Pulham 41

Your Own Home Care 52

Painters/Decorators

Hands-on-Handyman 59

MD Marriott decorators 51

Mike & Kym decorators 51

MJB Smart 58

P Greville 36

Pets

Kitty Cat Care 51

Plumbers

AC Plumbing & Heating 50

Aylesbury Heating 51

LV Holman 44

Property maintenance

Dom Walker 61

Hands-on-Handyman 59

MD Marriott decorators 51

Mike & Kym decorators 51

MJB Smart Handyman 58

P Greville 36

Restaurants

Haldi Restaurant 43

Signage/Graphics

Impact Signs 46

Sports clubs
Aston Park Tennis Club 37

Travel/Holidays

Adams Travel 54

Go Cruise 47, 51

Travel Impressions 42

Amelia Marquees 57

Windows

Smashing Windows 59

Woodwork/Joinery

K-Lin Woodwork 45

P Greville 36
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LaVita

HAIR DESIGN

Great Hairdressing

At YOUR Local

Salon

Call Teresa, Nikki or Charlie

01296 633335

5a London Road, Aston Clinton

P Greville

Property Maintenance

Carpentry

Painting & Decorating Specialist

All carpentry & joinery repairs

Door/window fitting & security locks

Kitchens, flooring

Fascias, guttering & fencing

Painting & decorating - external & internal

25 yrs exp-12 yrs Local Authority/

Age Concern (Harrow)

approved contractor

All work undertaken

Reliable and professional small local

business

Tel: 01296 632008

Mobile: 07973 408639

F R JEFFERY

Coal Merchant

Free no obligation estimates

•Coal & Smokeless Fuel

•Logs & Compost

• Also parts for grates

Delivered to your door

at low prices

Contact:

Rex & Carol Jeffery

01296 661258
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RACQUET

RE-STRINGING

SERVICE

Tennis Badminton Squash

Full restring from £12

A
S
T

O

N

 
T
E
N
N
I
S

TELNIK ROOFING LTD

Specialists in the

repair & renewal

of all types of roofing issues

We are members of the NFRC

TrustMark approved contractor

Tel: 01296 631230

Email: info@telnikroofing.co.uk

www.telnikroofing.co.uk

Tel: 01296 631358

36 Beaconsfield Road

TRUST

Aston Clinton

Aylesbury

Bucks
MARK

HP22 5JX

CMFRC

Come and play tennis at Aston Park

We are a local, friendly club welcoming both casual and competitive players.

Come and try us out - we offer:

PARK

CLUB

Adult mix-ins and social club nights

•Men's, women's and mixed teams

Junior & adult coaching and holiday camps

⚫ Junior mix-in evenings, free & open to all

jwt

For more information

Membership: Call Sue on 01296 630826 or email membership@astonparktennis.co.uk

Coaching: Call James on 07834 826130 or email info@jwtcoaching.com

www.astonparktennis.co.uk Places People Play

An Inspired Facility

www.jwtcoaching.com
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C.P.J.FIELD

Years of caring

experience mean you

can depend on us

146 Aylesbury Road, Wendover

01296 620 777

Also at: Amersham Aylesbury Bletchley

Buckingham Winslow

www.heritageandsons.com

Local family

Subeta direes

HERITAGE

& SONS

R&G King
GENERAL BUILDERS

GROUNDWORK BRICKWORK

CUT ROOF SPECIALIST

Extensions Alterations Driveways ⚫ Refurbs

rgkingltd@outlook.com

TELEPHONE:

01296 630896 07815 798559
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AYLESBURY'S

BLUE RIBBON CHAUFFEURS

Friendly Executive Taxi Service

Airport transfers, Ports, Train Stations, London.

Oxford & Milton Keynes

Children with car seats, Wheel Chairs, Pets, young

and wise are all very welcome

Please Contact Chris Beaujeux

Tel: 01296 381593 Mob: 07763 492504

Email: info@blueribbonchauffeurs.co.uk

Web: www.blueribbonchauffeurs.co.uk

Open 7 Days!

Marsworth

Pre School

Marsworth Millennium Hall, Vicarage Road, Marsworth HP23 4LR

Tel: 07506 179658 Email: enquiries@marsworthpreschool.org.uk

Marsworth Pre-School, held at Marsworth

Millennium Hall, is a very popular village

pre-school with an outstanding reputation,

attracting children from a wide area.

Sessions available for ages 2 to 5 years,

FULL or PART days:

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

Morning Session: 9am-11.30am

Lunch Club: 11.30am-12.30pm

Afternoon Session: 12.30pm-3pm

For further information, details of funding,

session availability or to arrange a visit,

please call 07506 179658 or visit our website

www.marsworthpreschool.org.uk

P.E.MEADFARMP.E..
Sons

SHOP

Always a big selection of fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Extensive freezer selection too.

-Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.

-Top brand pet foods and animal feeds.

- Garden bird tables and bird food. chiltern

The Home of cold pressed

PE Mead & Sons Farm Shop

Wilstone, Nr Tring, HP23 4NT

W: www.pemeadandsons.co.uk

rapeseed oil
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Expert Carpet &

Sofa Cleaning £20 off your
We've been cleaning

carpets, upholstery,

leather and hard

floors since 1992...

And when we say

clean, we mean

really, really clean!

Call the experts today: 01296 674110

Which?

Trusted trader abrighterhome.co.uk
Furnishing Cleaners

Secretary

Working virtually

Independently

For your business

Oven, Carpel & Soft

SWIFT is a professional, outsourced

secretarial service with over 30 years

experience.

Toosave you time and money

!

Family owned business in HP22

Carpets dry in 1-2 hours

100% non toxic, eco friendly

Checkatrade & Which? approved

We can deliver expert resources and

support for all of your administrative

needs, including:

• Secretary/PA

Diary management

Start up business assistance

Book-keeping

• Typing

VAT returns

Debt collection

Telephone answering

We offer an initial free trial of our

service with no obligation.

swift by name

swift by nature

For further information and friendly

advice, please contact Eve-

Mob: 07949 579805

Off: 01296 632715

Email: swifteve@outlook.com

www.swifteve.co.uk
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TringMarket

Auctions

Leonard Pulham

Nursing Home

Tring Road, Halton, HP22 SPN

Antique and Fine Art Auctioneers

and Valuers. Est. 1982

• Valuations for Sale,

Probate & Insurance

.Total and Part House

Clearance Specialists

.Fine Art Sales and

Fortnightly Sales of

Antique Furniture and

Collectables

Buying or selling-we

welcome your enquiries

BROOK STREET, TRING, HERTS HP23 5EF

TELEPHONE: 01442 826446

sales@tringmarketauctions.co.uk

www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk

Telephone: 01296 625188

Email: enquiries@leonardpulham.co.uk

Website: www.leonardpulham.co.uk

Furniture for

THE INDIVIDUAL

www.baileysbedrooms.co.uk

Call us NOW for a FREE Design Quote:

01296 630766

Do you know someone who

?

We are a relatively small nursing home of 33

rooms located in Wendover. Our ethos is to

provide a 'Home from Home' for our residents.

We place great emphasis on continuity of care.

If you know someone who:

■has a genuine passion for nursing the elderly

is prepared to be flexible (within reason)

is self-motivated with a 'can-do attitude

has at least 2 years' experience as an RGN

m: 07872 988111

please ask them to contact us for an

informal discussion.

Bailey's

FITTED BEDROOMS

Direct from Manufacturer

Tailor Made Wardrobes, Cabinets & Drawers

Latest Contemporary & Traditional Styles

Home Office, Living Room, Bespoke Designs

Replacement Bedroom & Kitchen Doors, Fronts, Tops

Designer Sliding Doors

New MDF Colours

Not modular units
Solid Woods

as others, but truly

made for you...

"Best Value"

Baileys Charter

Serving the local area...
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Looking to visit the USA...
For help with creating the best itinerary for you please call or email us

•Extensive experience to arrange every detail

•We work with specialist companies to tailor-make the holiday to your requirements

Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency

fle
Using fully bonded tour operators

⚫ No booking fees

66

Travel Impressions
01442 890265

enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk

www.travelimpressions.co.uk

Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

CARCHERY
CHILTERN

EUROPE'S LARGEST ARCHERY CENTRE

www.chiltern-archery.co.uk

Fancy something different for your party?

Try an archery birthday party for children 8 years and over,

or a tailor-made archery experience for adults.

Small to large groups catered for and all events managed by

our own qualified staff and coaches. Call us to discuss your party

needs: 01296 630919 or email: doreen@chiltern-archery.co.uk

The Archery Centre, Buckland Village, Aston Clinton, Bucks HP22 5HZ
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haldi
restaurant

80 Marsworth Road, Pitstone, Bucks LU79AS

THE HALDI

WINNER

RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR
SOUTH EAST

JOUNGHANSHORE

Winners of the

Best Indian Restaurant,

South East 2014

Asian Curry Awards, UK

Tel: 01296 662204/661223

for Orders & Table Bookings

Open 7 days a week including Bank Holidays

Sunday-Thursday

Noon-2.00pm 5.30-10.30pm

Friday-Saturday
Noon-2.00pm 5.30-11.00pm

www.thehaldipitstone.co.uk /thehaldirestaurant
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Colour your life... PLUMBING AND

HEATING ENGINEER

L.V. Holman
GAS SAFE and ACOPS rega

Curtains Blinds Wallpapers⭑

-Tracks & Poles Home & Commercial ⭑

Measuring Elizabeth Anne
& Advice www.elizabethanne-blinds.co.uk

Mon to Sat 9.30am-5pm 01442 384567
98 High Street | Berkhamsted | HP4 2BL (opposite The Gatsby)

Tel: 01296 770055 or

Mobile: 07798 792539

24 hour service
Free

OFTEC

säfe

THINKING OF SELLING

OR LETTING?

For a superior service and broad based

expertise in all aspects of property,

call 01442 827000 or email

tring@cesare.co.uk

CESARE&CO

INDEPENDENT PROPERTY CONSULTANTS

OFFICES IN TRING AND MAYFAIR www.CESARE.CO.UK
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Lindsay

Green
K-LIN MAKING WOOD-WORK FOR YOU

fitted kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms & studies.

cabinet making & freestanding furniture.

solid, engineered, laminate & vinyl flooring.

joinery, interior & exterior woodwork.

project

office: 01296 612606

mobile: 07748 903748

BUTLERS

Travel with confidence

Airport Transfers Sea Ports Bus/Train Stations

London specialists Business travel

Employees Account customers welcome

Fixed prices-No surcharges

management.

email: lindsay@k-lin.co.uk

web: www.k-lin.co.uk

Spring has Sprung

The Grass has Grown

How Long Before

Your Grass Gets Mown?

Grass Mowing

New lawns laid

Tubs, baskets and shrubs Greenhouses

Hedges pruned

Fencing & Decking

Garden clearances

Patios & Drives cleaned

Re-staining of furniture

Garden buildings & Sheds

Fully Insured

Reliable & Helpful

Don't delay! Call us today

for your free, no obligation quote

07546 567 530 or 01296 631093

Cars, MPVs & Minibuses. Executive cars available.

CRB checked & local authority approved drivers.

We operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

01296 583 577

www.butlerscars.co.ukbutlerscars@gmail.com

Experienced Horticulturist

Contracts or One-offs

info@mjbsmartservices.co.uk

www.mjbsmartservices.co.uk f

Book + moves and

get your 5th free!

Recommend a friend

and both receive

£10 off.

MJ Smart Services
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NEURO PHYSIO BERKHAMSTED
(impact

SIGNS

VehiclesSPECIALIST

NEUROLOGICAL

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS

BSc (Hons) HPC Registered

Providing Physiotherapy treatment in

your own home if you have a

neurological deficit affecting your

movement including

• Stroke

Parkinsons Disease•

• Multiple Sclerosis

• Balance Problems

07786 363638/07909982569

physio@neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

www.neurophysioberkhamsted.co.uk

Guaranteed quality

Shop fronts

Buckland

Landscapes

Unique price promise

Established since 1994

At Buckland Landscapes, we have

delivered breath-taking gardens

and grounds to both private and

commercial clients for over 20 years.

We are specialists in all aspects of

domestic and commercial design,

construction and maintenance.

Please visit our website or contact us

to discuss your requirements.

Posters

Banners

FAST!

Engraving

Vinyl labels

& much more...

01296 488902

www.impactsignsolutions.co.uk

Impact Sign Solutions Ltd, 22-23 Rabans Close,

Rabans Lane Industrial Park, AYLESBURY, Bucks HP19 8RS

buckland-landscapes.co.uk

Call 01296 680350 Email info@buckland-landscapes.co.uk

Abbey Tree Nursery, Bushmead Road, Whitchurch, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire HP22 4LG

f Buckland Landscapes Limited @BucklandLS
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GOLDFIELD INFANTS

SCHOOL, TRING

Monday 7.00 pm

Tues & Thur 7.30 pm

CHIROPODIST

Wendy Hilliard

MSSCh MBCHA HCPC Registered

WESTON TURVILLE SCH

Tues & Thur 7.30 pm

WILSTONE

For nail cutting, treatment of

hard skin, corns, thickened nails,

advice on diabetic feet etc

Please call 01296 630189

or 07969 741 792

for an appointment in the

comfort of your own home

VILLAGE HALL

Monday 9.30 am

Tuesday 6.00 pm Lc

Wednesday 9.30 am

Thursday 9.45 am Lc

Friday 9.45 am

Saturday 9.30am

classes available in

Aylesbury, Pitstone,

Wendover and

O

t

h

e

r

 
C
h
e
d
d
i
n
g
t
o
n

07900 987230

www.facebook.com/

JazzerciseBucksBedsHerts

DISCOVERY

CELEBRATION

001844 390 203

JAZZERCISE

GoCruise

Good Reasons

LUXURY ADVENTURE

to book your next

holiday or cruise with

Sarah & Bjarne Thelin

Experienced &

knowledgeable

Your local Cruise Experts Sarah & Bjarne Thelin

Service you deserve

Worldwide cruise experts

Impartial, unbiased advice

sarah@gocruise.co.uk

www.gocruise.co.uk/sarah-and-bjarne

Dedicated to offering the

right holiday for you

QANIA (R) CẢ

Financial protection
For your peace of mind-

No hidden charges and fees
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YEARDYE
Luxury Bathrooms

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM IN ASTON CLINTON

A family-run business

for over 25 years

DESIGN

SUPPLY

INSTALLATION

Tel: 01296 706220

bathrooms@yeardye.com

www.yeardyeluxurybathrooms.co.uk
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Weekends spent on

tedious admin?

100's of emails filling

your inbox?

OVEN AND CARPET

CLEANING

Commercial domestic | end-of-tenancy

AGA RANGE BBQ EXTRACTOR

CARPET RUG UPHOLSTERY

Fully insured Extreme care | Best results

Call

Warren on

01442 827 899

07780 865 632

You might need a

Virtual Assistant!

Diary management

Data entry

Invoicing

Contacts organisation

Sales leads follow ups &

tracking

Beautiful Powerpoints

Filing organisation

Event coordination

Travel planning

Admin processes

Typing/Word

Web updates

13 YEARS
Experience

Personal
Service

A safe pair of hands!

Do give me a call for a no-strings chat

about how Aston Clinton's most

organised VA could make your life

BriteClean

Paperwork & receipts

in a pile to be dealt

with eventually?

easier.

Kathy Soulsby

US DO THE JOBS

Kathy@personallyvirtual.co.uk

07805 390651

Virtual

www.personallyvirtual.co.uk

West Lodge Hotel

A 19th century Rothschild Lodge House

Enchanting Gardens and Conservatory in Aston Clinton

Ideal venue for small weddings, family celebrations

and funeral wakes.

Contact Julie on 01296 630362 or email enquires@westlodge.co.uk
Visit our website westlodge.co.uk

VILLAGE LIFE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2016
49



FMB gp Renovate
TRUST

MARK

Build Assure
Building Quality at Affordable Prices

All types of building work

undertaken

Serving Aylesbury and the

surrounding areas

01296 630822

www.gprenovate.co.uk/gprenovate

Aston Clinton Plumbing & Heating

SAME DAY
SERVICE

All aspects of Plumbing & Heating

including oil & gas fired systems

New Cylinders Cold Water Tanks

•Power Flushing

CORGI

Radiators

Taps & Ball Valves

Boiler Servicing & Repairs

24/7 Breakdown Cover

safe
OFTEC

551896 C7145

Aylesbury
customers
01296 350034

Established 1978

www.astonclintonplumbingandheating.co.uk

Aston Clinton customers

Tel: 01296 350034

Mobile: 07860 301576

Email: andrewhatcher55@aol.com

Tring

customers
01442

540014
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You can advertise your

business here and reach

2000 homes for only £40

for a whole year.

Unbeatable value!

KITTY CAT CARE

The Mobile Cattery

Providing personal and loving care so that your

cat can stay safe and happy at home while you are

away. All special needs and diets catered for.

07763 797247

kittycatcare@live.co.uk

01442 879974

www.kittycatcare.co.uk

Merryweather Mowers

Sales Service - Repairs

54 Brook Street, Aston Clinton

Tel: (01296) 631918 or

631349

Proprietor: lan Stiles

Painting, Decorating

and Colour Design

Professional & reliable service

Tel: 01296 630576

Sewing Machines

Sales, Service and Repairs

60 Green End Street, Aston Clinton

Tel: 01296 630524

T: 01442 874653

PROPRIETOR: M JOHNSON

M.D. MARRIOTT

MIKE & KYM

Painters and Decorators

Husband & wife team

Professional finish * Friendly reliable service

Aston Clinton based

128 London Road, Aston Clinton

Tel: 01296 632341

Aylesbury Heating

Ben Seagrave

Plumbing, Heating and Gas Specialist

Including LPG & Unvented Hot Water Systems

call Ben on-07581 789434

-mail info@aylesbury-heating.co.uk

www.aylesbury-heating.co.uk

safe

or visit

Lucas Fuels
KEROSENE GAS OIL DERV

lan Jackson

Director/Driver

St. Edmunds, Berkhamsted, Herts. HP4

E: lucasfuelsupplies@hotmail.co.uk

20 2HT

G. O'CALLAGHAN

TREE CARE

FULLY QUALIFIED, INSURED ARBORIST

ALSO HEDGE WORK, STUMP GRINDING

AND PLANTING

01296 613529 AND 07767 795883

www.gocalltree.com

208 Wendover Road, Weston Turville, Bucks

GoCruise

Your local Cruise Experts Sarah & Bjarne Thelin

01844 390 203

sarah@gocruise.co.uk

www.gocruise.co.uk/sarah-and-bjarne
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PATIO'S Loft Ladders

Direct

FENCING

DRIVEWAYS

Decking

Ponds

Brickwork

Pergolas

Hedgecutting

TOWN

&

Your local loft

ladder specialists

COUNTRY

LANDSCAPING

01296 623844

07815946340

www.tc-landscaping.co.uk

* Loft ladders to suit all budgets

*FREE quotations upon request

*FREE trap door conversions

*High quality installation service

*

Easy on-line purchasing

* Established since 1988

We are a nurse-led home care

provider committed to delivering

the very highest standards of care.

Support from our dedicated team

gives you or your loved one the peace

of mind and confidence to be able to

continue living at home.

Tel: 01296 485 921

Mobile: 07711 202 487

Email: info@loftladdersdirect.co.uk

Web: www.loftladdersdirect.co.uk

Family-owned and managed, we are

independent and do not belong to a

national chain or franchise. We are

registered with the CQC, number

1-1499072841.

your own
home care

putting the nursing back into care

To talk to us about your requirements

please call Helen Yates RGN on

07920887414 or 01442 843064 or email

helen.yates yourownhomecare.co.uk

www.yourownhomecare.co.uk
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RD Leonard Ltd

Fencing and Gates

Other work also undertaken

Contact Richard on

07875723201

rdleonardltd@gmail.com

Barnowls

Nursery and

Out of School Club

Contact Claire or Nila

on 01296 632692

8 New Road, Aston Clinton and

AC and Weston Turville schools

Please mention

enquiries@barnowlsnursery.com

'Village Life'

when responding to

advertisers. Their

support makes your

magazine possible.

45
DOMESTIC

INSTALLER

MJ Electrical

CEIC

APPROVED

CONTRACTOR

Engineering Ltd

All electrical work undertaken

NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor

Call Mike on 01296 630703 or 07530 899434

Email: info@mj-electrical.co.uk

Website: www.mj-electrical.co.uk
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Adams Travel

Your Local Independent

Travel Agent

11 Market Square

Aylesbury

Tel. 01296 873017

aylesbury.adamstravel@gmail.com

TAI CHI & QIGONG

www.adamstravelaylesbury.co.uk

Improves joints, mobility, balance etc

Beginners class for ALL ages

ABTA Advantage

The Travel Association

Every Tuesday evening

7pm-8.30pm

at 'Your Café in the Park'

Aston Clinton Park, London Rd, HP22 5HL

Contact Keith Fensom 07787 224823

email: keith.fensom@gmail.com

www.yangshentaichi.com

Your Local Family Greengrocers

Darren and Heidi Smith

Quality Fresh Fruit and Veg

Every Sunday All Year Round
9am-3pm

26 Aylesbury Road, Aston Clinton
(Opposite Christmas tree field)

Our reputation is your guarantee!!
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SMILE,

WITH

CONFIDENCE

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

If you would like to improve your dental health or smile confidence, come

- Dental Implants

-Tooth Whitening

- Crowns & Bridges

- Dentures

- Same Day Emergency

Appointments

ASTON CLINTON

dental clinic

and

.

- Same Day Cerec Crowns,

Veneers & Inlays

-Somnowell Snoring Aid

Smile Makeovers

- Private Dental Plan

part of Portman Dental

1A Stable Bridge Road, Aston Clinton,

Hp22 5ND

Tel: 01296 323090

Email reception@astonclintondentalclinic.co.uk

www.AstonClinton DentalClinic.co.uk
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actopia technology, evolved.

Complete award-winning IT support and services.

Hybrid cloud servers, support and maintenance

⚫Hosted desktops, remote working and BYOD

-Computer diagnoses, repairs and upgrades

Hosted Microsoft Exchange and Office 365

-Mail and web filtering and protection

-Off-site backup and disaster recovery

On our support contracts, you call us when

you need to and we keep your business running.

01296 390 650
www.actopia.co.uk enquiry@actopia.co.uk
Visit our website to learn more. See cases studies and testimonials from our satisfied clients.

Drop by our offices at Suite 9 Prebendal Court, Oxford Road, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP19 8EY.

Chauffeur driven

business or leisure luxury travel
for up to six people

Executive

Vocative
oyager

Airports

Theatres

Hotels

Tring Hertfordshire

HP23 4ES

01442 400 406

Restaurants

Special occasions

Corporate Meetings etc

V
oyager

www.executivevoyager.co.uk contacts@executivevoyager.co.uk
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Footworks

"Bring the clinic to your home"

Corns Ingrowing Toenails - Verrucas -

Nail Cutting - Athletes Foot etc.

Caroline Royce MCFHP MAFHP

Tel: 01296 485575 or

Mob: 07904 377262

Evening appointments available.

N.R.Green

Builders Plumbers Decorators

224 London Rd, Aston Clinton, HP22 5LE

Tel: 01296 631922

Mobile: 07778 153975

A Amelia
MARQUEES

Tel: 07756 152 795

Marquee

hire

for all

Occasions

www.ameliamarquees.co.uk

ameliamarquees@hotmail.co.uk

helen mulhall personal trainer

07508 638968

helenmulhallpt@yahoo.co.uk

helenmulhallpt.sharepoint.com

PERSONAL TRAINER RUNNING COACH

BIOMECHANICS TRAINER

Please mention Village Life when responding to advertisers

Aston Computer Care

&

Support & advice for Windows 8 problems

Computer & laptop repairs & upgrades

Individual & business support

Internet & network setup

HELP

Rob Rundle

Your local computer expert

T: 01296 632704 M: 07884 073747 E: robertrundle88@hotmail.com

ORCA

14 years' experience

Authorised reseller & installer for:

Orca Logic

Get your memory sticks here!

Eset

memory supplier anti-virus & internet security

Recognised as the best on the market!
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TURN A JOB

TO DO INTO

A JOB WELL

DONE

Don't delay! Call us today

for your free, no obligation quote

07546 567 530 or 01296 631093

or email: info@mjbsmartservices.co.uk

www.mjbsmartservices.co.uk

Handyman Services

Painting & Decorating

Repairs

General Maintenance

Gardens & Fencing

Inside & Out

Contracts or One-offs

Fully Insured

E.Sharp
(Electrical) Ltd

ESTABLISHED 1932

@MJBSS mjbsmartservices

NICEIC Approved

Electrical Contractors

MJ Smart Services

Trelawney

Stablebridge Road

Aston Clinton

Tel: 01296 630231

Mobile: 07908 062 910

Email: esharpelectrical@tiscali.co.uk

Bowerman

Building Services
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE QUOTATIONS & REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Office: 01296 660475

Mobile: 07747 847096

leigh@bowermanltd.co.uk

TRUST

MARK

Government Endorsed Standards

FMB

The

building

sign of

quality
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HANDSonHANDYMAN
Property Maintenance & Gardening

From installation of shelving to the erection of fencing, sheds

and greenhouses. Changing tap washers to fitting bathrooms or

kitchens. General carpentry, painting and decorating. Clearing

out existing guttering to replacement of UPVC fascias, soffits

or guttering. Locks or doors fitted, stud walls built,

tiling or just completion of that unfinished job!

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Liability insured.

References available.

Call Dave for a free quote on

01296 392667 or 07952 280865

Email: dave.denton1@ntlworld.com

www.handsonhandyman.co.uk

Smashing
Windows

Window & Door repairs

Misty or broken windows?

New sealed units fitted

Add Georgian bars or lead designs?

Handles & hinges replaced

We also fit dog & cat flaps

New Windows & Doors

CERTASS approved!

-visit our website for more details!

Call us on 01296 630650 for more details!

.......or log onto www.smashingwindows.com
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Expert Oven &

Fridge Cleaning

We've been cleaning

ovens, BBQs, fridges

and freezers since

2004...

And when we say

clean, we mean

really, really clean!

£10 off yourFirst Clean!

Family owned business in HP22

Oven ready to use straight away

100% non caustic, eco friendly

Call the experts today: 01296 674110

Which?

Trusted trader

Checkatrade & Which? approved

abrighterhome.co.uk

The best form of advertising is

personal recommendation. The

next best, as Google will tell

you, is targeted advertising.

If you provide a service, the

customers most likely to use

you will be those on your own

patch. The reason is obvious:

they know you are more likely

to deliver customer satisfaction

because you are well aware of

the best form of advertising.

And what's the best way to

reach customers living on your

patch? Advertise in Village Life.

Oven, Carpet & Soft Furnishing Cleaners

TRIPLE WHITE WEDDINGS

Triple White Weddings - Chauffeured VW Wedding Car
Hire

We offer a tailored package to suit your requirements

and only ever cover one wedding per vehicle per day.

Private viewings welcome.

Tel:

Email:

07531 332645

info@triplewhiteweddings.co.uk

Website: www.triplewhiteweddings.co.uk

Our rare and beautiful convertible 1977 Triple White'

VW Beetle, vintage 1967 Split Screen Campervan,

modern 2009 convertible Beetle and 2012 Caravelle

are available for chauffeured wedding car hire across

Bucks and parts of Beds, Northants Herts and Oxon.
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Cha Char

CHIMPS

ENTERTAINMENT

SHOW

Award-winning musical fun with puppets, props and

other surprises for pre-school children

COFFEE AND CAKE AVAILABLE TO BUY AT THE CAFE

Prices from £3, pay as you go no need to
book!

Every Monday 10am-11am

Your Café in the Park

Aston Clinton Park, London Road

Aston Clinton HP22 5JL

Come and join the fun!

netmums.com

www.ccchimps.com

www.facebook.com/CCCAylesbury

Tel Sue: 07876701084

Email: sue@ccchimps.comWINNER

Dom Walker

Property Maintenance

Plumbing, lead work &

small electrical jobs

Bathroom installation & refits

Carpentry & shelving

Patch plastering

Ceramic tiling

Flat pack construction

General repairs

A 77
Tel: 01296 631290

Mob: 07966 261431

cre8ive
Copywriting and PR services

* Need sparkling copy to

sell your business?

*Want words for your

website that really work?

*Require publicity to grow?

www.cre8ivecontent.com

07815 130 191

info@cre8ivecontent.com

Did you realise...
...you can buy this space

for a whole year for

only £80?

For less than a weekly shop

at the supermarket, your

business can enjoy a

year's advertising ...

Advertising that works

because it's in a local

magazine that people read.
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Advertise your
business in

Village Life
The community magazine delivered

free every other month to almost

2000 homes in Aston Clinton,

Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp.

Whole page

Half page

£325

£170

£85Quarter page.

One-Tenth page........ £40

These rates are all you pay for

SIX insertions. Rates for colour

and single insertions on request.

RENEW

Email: lonsdales@hotmail.co.uk

Deep clean

your carpets

Only £25

• Rewires

• Fuse Boards

Price includes:

.48 hrs hire of the Karcher Puzzi

100 Carpet Cleaner

. 1 litre RENEW Shampoo (2-4 rooms)

Delivery/collection by arrangement

Contact: Fred Harrison

on 01442 874720

Email: fred@fhltd.co.uk

CIRCUITFIX
KEEPING YOUR ELECTRICS CURRENT

PAT Testing

• Extra Circuits

Extra Sockets,

Switches

• Downlights

•Periodic Inspection and

Testing

• Extensions

Tel: 01296 630124 or Mobile: 07825 747773

Email: steve.rozental@circuitfix.co.uk

Website: www.circuitfix.co.uk

Power to Sheds,

Garages, Lofts

•Landlords' Certificates

•Replacement Light Fittings

Smoke Alarms

• CCTV, Security,

Access Systems

NCEI

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR
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C.D. LANE
CONTRACTORS LTD

Established 1983

Extensions New Builds Brickwork

Conversions Renovations Driveways,.

Garden Construction Excavator Hire (with driver)

We will undertake your project

big or small from planning to

completion with full site management

including all carpentry,

decorating, plumbing and electrical

to achieve a first-class finished project.

No obligation quotations

Hatchways, Buckland Wharf, Buckland

Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5LQ

Tel/Fax: 01296 630551

Mobile: 07831 712683

Email: cdlane417@btinternet.com

MASTERBOND
WARRANTY

BUILD

FMB
FMB



Wendover Autobodies

Your friendly local service station

• Accredited MOT

testing station

.• Repairs & servicing

. Tyres supplied

•Courtesy car available

Telephone: 01296 624561

Mobile: 07773 197 210

Unit 7, Harebridge Lane, Halton, Wendover, HP22 5PF


