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ASTON CLINTON is much sought after, in estate-

agent-speak. It is predominantly flat yet within walking

distance of wooded hills in an area of outstanding natural

beauty. From a nearby train station you can be in the

heart of London in 35 minutes or so. What's not to like?

Not much - which looks like being a growing problem

for those who cherish, despite the march of progress, the

relative space, peace and tranquillity still to be found

here. We are told that the worst effects of the recession

are over, with GDP growth in the UK said now to be

the highest in the western world. Property developers are

already responding to the demand for more homes with

planning applications filed which, if granted, will quickly

lead to intolerable pressure on local infrastructure,

schools and health services.

Change is inevitable. Many residents of Aston Clinton

live in houses built on land which, a century ago or less,

was farmland, unchanged for centuries. However, since

WW2 successive governments have sanctioned house-

building ahead of essential social infrastructure with ill-

effects on social cohesion and general well-being. Building

houses is easy; building successful communities takes

time and cannot be rushed.

Printed by Whiteprint, Unit 9, Notley Farm,

Chearsley Road, Long Crendon, HP18 9ER

Telephone: 01844 201171

The supreme challenge for planners in coming decades

is to reconcile the preservation of the best of our natural

heritage with the unstoppable need for new homes. On

p.22 we reprint the words of the late Sir Arthur Bryant,

a noted resident of Aylesbury Vale, in praise of the

environmental quality of the Vale as it was when he knew

it more than fifty years ago.

The Editor is always pleased to

receive local news of people,

clubs and events.

Again, in these pages, you'll find plenty of evidence

that those who will inherit what we leave behind us are

well up to the task of shaping the world to come with

care, compassion and imagination. Don't believe every-

thing you see and hear about a lost generation.
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How Aston Clinton Parish Council works

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

UMOURS circulating that there may be

ome disharmony within Aston Clinton

Parish Council may or may not be true.
What is unquestionably true is that for local

democracy to thrive, all of us need to take an

interest in what is being done on our behalf.

Parish and town councils are the lowest tier

of local government and are responsible for

looking after common areas, parks, recreation

grounds, footpaths, churchyards, and local street

lighting etc. These third-tier councils also have

the right to consider and express a view on

planning applications within their area although

they are not formal planning authorities.

Serving as an elected councillor is an unpaid,

honorary civic duty requiring integrity, local

knowledge, common sense and a wish to care

for the well-being of the locality and its people.

In practice, many local councillors also bring

specialist expertise to their roles which can be

very beneficial to the business of their council.

In some ways, parish and town councillors

are akin to jurors in a court of law. They need

to be responsible citizens, capable of making

mature judgements, mainly over matters of

everyday concern to local residents. Chief

among their duties is the supervision of the

Council's financial affairs, the setting of budgets

and the proper control of income and expendi-

ture. Most of the income of a town or parish

council comes from a share of the council tax

and government grants to the district councils.

Aston Clinton Ladies Group

Forthcoming meetings

This share is called 'a precept'. The amount is

shown on our council tax demands.

The efficient conduct of parish or town council

business relies on a chairman with organisa-

tional and leadership qualities, elected by the

councillors. He or she doesn't, from the start,

need to have an in-depth knowledge of the

powers, duties and rules of procedure of the

council. That role is the responsibility of the

salaried Clerk upon whom all parish and town

councils also rely for their efficient operation.

When necessary, the Clerk can call on back-up

support from the district council, the next tier

up of local government: in our case, AVDC.

The Clerk is the business manager of a parish

or town council. He or she is the official inter-

face between the public and the council and is

expected to understand, and ensure compliance

with, most of the technical aspects of running

the business of the council, both financial and

legal. With national and local government

legislation becoming more and more complex,

the role of a parish or town council Clerk is

now virtually a fully professional one. Councillors

are elected to serve for four-year terms or until

the next round of local elections is due.

To be elected as a parish or town councillor

is a mark of honour. Next year, 2015, will be

election year for Aston Clinton Parish Council.

An injection of new blood and new ideas into

ACPC could generate greater public awareness

of its many activities. Alec Just

Wed 15 Oct at 8pm at the Guide Hall: A talk on crime and security by David Wass

Open to friends and non-members (£2) and Members (€1)

Wed 19 Nov at 7 for 7.30pm at the Anthony Hall: AGM and meal with friends

Please call Sue Sanders on 01296 630740 or Janet Watson on 01296 631014 if you would like to

join us. New members are always very welcome.

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 20142



St Michael and All Angels

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Regular Services:

9.15am and 6pm each Sunday

and Evening Prayer at 7.30pm each Friday

Forthcoming events

Date Time Event

Sat 11 Oct 7.30pm Ceilidh

Sun 2 Nov 6pm All Souls

A Service to remember those who have died

Sat 8 Nov 10am Rehearsal for Remembrance

Sat 8 Nov

Sun 9 Nov

5.30pm Bonfire Party

11.20am RBL Service of Remembrance

Sat 15 Nov 7.30pm Curry Evening

Sun 30 Nov 6pm Advent Carols

Sat 6 Dec 11-3pm Christmas Fair

Every Monday 2-4pm Rhubarb Café

Location

The Anthony Hall

St Michael's Church

St Michael's Church

The Rectory

St Michael's Church

The Buckland Hall

St Michael's Church

The Anthony Hall

St Michael's Church

More details about these events on the church website: www.s-michaels.org.uk

GP Corner

Flu clinics at Aston Clinton Surgery

and news of shingles vaccination

AS the flu season will soon be upon us again,

walk-in flu clinics will be held at Aston Clinton

Surgery in October and November. Letters will

not be sent out. Instead, we will be advertising

the relevant dates as widely as possible. There

will be posters in the surgery, local pharmacy

and in the post office giving the dates with

reminders of eligibility. To see if you qualify,

please check the posters or call the surgery.

If you have a specific suggestion for other sites

for display please let me know as it is helpful to

know which spots we are missing.

We are also offering vaccination against

Shingles. Due to limited supplies of vaccine,

protection is being offered as follows:

Anyone who was aged 70, 78 or 79 years on

1st September 2014 is now eligible for the

Shingles vaccination. Please contact the surgery

for an appointment if you wish to have this

vaccination.

Anyone aged 71-77 on 1st September 2014

will become eligible on 1st September 2015.

Only certain age groups are being vaccinated

each year, in line with our guidelines.

Best wishes for a healthy winter from

Tina Moran, Site Manager and everyone

at Aston Clinton Surgery

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014 3



2000-year-old secrets revealed

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

ON FRIDAY 12th September, residents of

Aston Clinton had the opportunity to stand on

the site of a 200 metre portion of an unearthed

Roman trackway. The SW-NE trackway is on

the site of a forthcoming residential development

off Stablebridge Road.

The Historic Environment Team at Bucks CC

had required an investigation and report as a

condition of planning consent for the building

of 48 houses. Archaeologists from Leicester

University-the team who famously discovered

the remains of Richard III under a Leicester car

Aerial view of the excavated site off Stablebridge Road.

park- for much of this year have been excavat-

ing the 8-acre site.

The trackway may have followed the route of

part of the ancient Icknield Way, deviating

slightly from the route we now call the Lower

Icknield Way as it crosses Aston Clinton. As

well as the trackway, the dig found the skeleton

of a woman and child and other evidence of

Iron Age/Roman human settlement.

A full report of the excavation's findings will

be published in due course and should make

fascinating reading. Alec Just

The alignment of an ancient trackway can be seen

-right. The parallel lines indicate the roadside ditches.
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ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Above: Children from Aston Clinton School on

their Open Day educational visit to the site. Their

teacher, Miss Beaumont, shows them some of

the tool and pottery fragments found on the site.

Left: The skeleton of a woman discovered during

the excavations being assessed onsite prior to

removal for radiocarbon dating.

Below: Project leader Dr Roger Kipling explaining

the significance of one of the excavations to a

group of local residents on the Open Day.

Photo: David Lonsdale
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ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Professor William (Bill) Mead 1915-2014

BILL MEAD died towards the end of July

within days of his 99th birthday and the begin-

ning of his hundredth year. Bill the churchgoer,

the gardener, the horserider, the bus traveller,

the U3A man, a son of Aylesbury, a storyteller

and friend. We remember this unique, distin-

guished and wonderful man who has given us

so much pleasure and has done so much good.

Bill was very proud of his ancestry

in the farms of central Bucks. Bill's

father, being the sixth son of a farmer,

became a grocer in Aylesbury where

Bill attended the Grammar School.

After war service in the RAF he

entered academia, first at Liverpool,

and then his second home, University College,

London, heading the Geography department

there for nearly 20 years. He had a long retire-

ment based at Lower Icknield Way, Aston

Clinton. He was an expert on Scandinavia, par-

ticularly Finland and Sweden. He regularly rode

his horse locally and in his latter years took the

Aylesbury bus almost daily. His last horse is

still stabled in Puttenham. He was also Emeritus

Professor William Richard Mead, FBA, DSC,

PhD, etc

In his early twenties he went to Finland and

before World War II he was writing papers on

aspects of Finnish geography. He was a good

linguist and apart from Swedish and Finnish,

GEOGRAPHICAL

ATLAS
OF THE WORLD

Foreword by WILLIAM R. MEAD
Professor Emeritus of Geography at

University College London-

he spoke French and German. He became

acquainted with Canada and the US during his

time in the RAF in Canada in the war and later

produced a textbook on North America. He

joined the famous geographer, Clifford Darby

at Liverpool and, when the latter moved to

University College, Bill went with him and in

due course succeeded him to the Chair of

Geography.

Degrees followed from London and

honorary from Lund, Helsinki,

Turku and Uppsala. He became

President of the Geographical

Association and of the Institute of

British Geographers; Vice-President

and Honorary Secretary of the Royal Geo-

graphical Society and Fellow of the British

Academy. He was awarded gold medals from

the Royal Geographical and the Scottish Geo-

graphical Societies, and from the Geographical

Societies of Finland and Sweden. He was a

Fellow of the Finnish Academy of Science and

Letters; President of the Bucks Archaeological

Society and of the governors of Aylesbury

Grammar School. He was also Chairman of

the Anglo-Finnish and Anglo-Norse Societies.

He received national awards from Finland and

Sweden. Over his life he wrote over ten books

and scores of papers. He never married and

possibly marriage and a family life would have

hindered him in his research and writing. This

was a man of our village and our friend.

Bill went to Finland partly in search of

Sibelius; he was a musician and always listened

to music on the radio in the evenings. He pro-

vided sponsorship for the summer concert at

St Mary's, Drayton Beauchamp each year and

attended this year's concert in May.

He was a great, kind and generous soul, a

Christian, gentleman, teacher, scholar, teller of

tales. And above all, a Friend.

Bill Willett
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Flower Festival and Fete, 12-14 July

THE HEADY perfume of a host of beautiful

blooms filled St. Michael and All Angels over

the weekend of 12-14th July as 1000 visitors

flocked to this most ancient and historic

church for the flower festival and annual fete.

This year the stunning floral arrangements

marked the centenary of the outbreak in 1914

of the Great War, 'the war to end all wars',

which claimed the lives of seventeen million

people. At Ypres alone, half-a-million were

slaughtered; this dreadful carnage was remem-

bered in flowers by the bell ringers. A lovely

blossom-filled arch was the Joan Collins inter-

pretation of the Menin Gate Memorial which

bears the names of over fifty thousand soldiers

with no known graves and at which a daily

minute's silence is still observed every evening.

But if we had lost that war, would we also

have forfeited the British way of life? Stepping

outside into the churchyard, the visitor was met

with a sight that couldn't be more British if it

tried: a church fete on a perfect summer's

weekend. Here, under the sunny skies, countless

trestles, protected from the sun's rays by colou-

ful canopies, boasted an array of food, fancy

goods and irresistible bargains. In the middle

of all these, chairs and tables laid with pretty

cloths and small posies of wild flowers were set

out for lunch. By midday a queue was already

forming eager to sample home baked pies,

cheeses and roast meats, perhaps washed down

The Ladies' Group honoured the nurses who

served at the front and the local farmer recalled

too the quarter of a million women who

laboured hard on the land. Even the brave dogs

and the million horses killed or left behind

were not forgotten. On a lighter note the famous

Christmas day truce and the patriotic songs,

"Pack up your troubles in your old kit bag" and

"Keep the home fires burning" were represented

in flowers. In fact there were in all thirty arrange-

ments including a stunning display at the High

Altar entitled, "War and Peace." Some of the

visitors were visibly moved to tears by the floral

tributes and exhibits of letters sent from the

front, medals, rifles and even a poison gas

cannister.

with a glass of Pimms. There were mouth-

watering home-made cakes and preserves,

always popular, and in the afternoons Cornish

cream teas were served. The garden stall

groaned with bushes and plants, many grown
and nurtured from seed and there were books,

bric-à-brac and children's toys to purchase as

well as an array of gifts and jewellery.

On top of these there were games to play, a

tombola which boasted hundreds of prizes and

a first class raffle. During Saturday afternoon

the Great Horwood Silver Band played a med-

ley of patriotic tunes and the William Harding

School Choir sang for a packed audience in the

church. ... Continued on page 9

ASTON CLINTON NEWS
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ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Royal British Legion
Aston Clinton Branch

Legion stand at the village WW1

Commemoration Flower Festival

In July, St Michael's and All Angels church

organised a flower festival in commemoration

of the centenary of the outbreak of WWI. The

Legion's contribution was based on the poem

'In Flanders Fields', featuring the Flanders

Poppy. By 1917, 157 local men had been en-

listed in the services and were deployed all over

the world. Halton was an army training camp

and in the early days many of the recruits were

billeted in Aston Clinton until more sub-

camps were built.

'Lights Out' Vigil at the War Memorial

Over 100 local people, including representa-

tives from the scouts and guides turned out just

before 10pm on Monday 4th August at the

Aston Clinton War Memorial for the 'Lights

Out' vigil. Lee Lawson, our Chairman, opened

the proceedings with the lighting of the candle

on the steps of the war memorial. Our Chap-

lain, Rev Elizabeth Moxley, Rector of Aston

Clinton, then led us in a short service of com-

memoration during which the names of those

who died from Aston Clinton, Buckland, and

Drayton Beauchamp were read out. At the

close of the service a minute's silence was held

in memory of all who died in the First World

Forthcoming events

War. There followed readings of poems and

personal letters from that time after which

there was a short sing-along with a couple of

war-time songs. A number of the public re-

mained until 11pm when, after another minute's

silence, the candle was extinguished. The Aston

Clinton Branch of the Royal British Legion

thanks all those who came to pay their respects.

Other activities

The local branch of the Royal British Legion

meets on the second Tuesday of each month at

7.30pm in Buckland Hall. In August the scouts

came and made a presentation about their

summer expedition to Belgium where they

were to walk part of the route of the British

retreat from Mons in August 1914.

Members attended the Battle of Britain

Thanksgiving Service in Westminster Abbey.

On November 8th, we will be leading the

Service of Remembrance at the War Memorial,

followed by marching with RAF personnel and

uniformed youth groups back to the church.

We will be selling poppies around the village in

the run-up to Remembrance Sunday. If you

wish to help as a poppy seller, please contact

your correspondent on 01296 630456.

The Royal British Legion is open to every-

body and the local branch welcomes all new

members. Not only do we remember those who

died for our country, we also look after the

welfare of local veterans. Ralph Weston

RAF Association. Aylesbury and Halton Branch

The bar in Building 259 at RAF Halton (first building on the right from the entrance to airfield)

is open to all interested parties Thursday and Saturday evening 7.30-11pm. Ordinary meetings

are held there on the first Wednesday in every month at 7.30 for 8pm.

Wed 5 Nov: Quiz Night with Raffle and Surprise Buffet

Wed 3 Dec: Christmas Dinner and Party; bookings open 1st Oct - book early, only 43 places!

For further information please contact:

Ray Mockford on 07771 591 586 or Derf Mockford on 07775 664 064

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 20148



KC

This remarkable photograph by Neil Baldwin was taken when an Avro Lancaster

WW2 bomber, together with a solitary Hurricane and Spitfire flew over Aston Clinton

on Sunday 13 July 2014 as part of the Flower Festival commemorating the start of WW1.

The flypast was arranged through the good offices of Aston Clinton Parish Council in association

with RAF Halton. The photograph was taken from Stablebridge Road. Unfortunately, it is not
possible to see whether or not the co-pilot has a handlebar moustache.

Flower Festival, continued from p.5

On the Sunday afternoon Neil Gurney, a brilliant

organist, entertained with songs from the shows

and old favourites.

Overall this was such a truly British event,

everyone enjoying the entertainment, the food,

the sunshine and the good company. So with-

out the horrors and true heroes of that terrible

war would we still enjoy this way of life or

would we have been invaded and our traditions

swept aside? Of course, sadly, this wasn't to be

the war to end all wars as we were reminded on

Sunday afternoon by a magnificent flypast of

three aircraft from the Second World War: a

Hurricane, a Spitfire and a Lancaster. Mind

you, how many sleepy English village churches

can boast their very own flypast!

A big thank you then to the faithful band of

organisers and helpers who made the fete and

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014

flower festival such a success and to all those

who supported it. Readers will be pleased to

learn that a record sum nearing £5,500 was

raised towards church funds.

Your roving reporter

The RBL

Needs You!

The Aston Clinton and District Branch of

the Royal British Legion wish to increase

their membership and invite you to join.

All are welcome as membership is not only

for current, or ex-service personnel.

For further info call Janet Tye on

01296434866

ASTON CLINTON NEWS
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Aston Clinton School

Head: Mrs Helen Shepherd

First day at school

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

THE START of a new school year is greeted

by our established children in one of two ways.

Either it's: "Thank goodness, I'm going back to

school as I want to see my friends and get back

into the routine of clubs, homework, etc." Or,

it could be: "Oh no! I have to get up early and

get back into the routine of school, clubs,

homework."

However, there is one group of children who

will be looking forward to school excitedly,

although perhaps nervously. These are the

children in reception. Starting school is a big

change for these children- and their parents.

For some children there is a revelatory moment

when they realise that school is not something

they can do every now and then, but instead

they will have to come every weekday for the

rest of their childhood! For parents, there is the

pride of seeing their child looking very grown-

up in their school uniform, yet mingled with

some sadness that the early childhood years at

home are drawing to a close.

For parents, there is the pride

of seeing their child looking

very grown-up in their
school uniform ...

Our job in school is to welcome these new

children and their families into school and

make them feel part of our school community.

For some, this is a very quick process as there

are older siblings in school already. However,

for some families, this is their first child in

school or they do not live in our catchment

area and so do not know anyone in the village.

ACSA, our school parent/teacher association,

held an event in September for parents in re-

ception. It is very informal and designed to

give the parents time to get to know each other.

This can help those parents who have moved

into the village over the summer, but have not

yet got to know other reception parents or

those who are out of our catchment area.

Parents are also invited into school with

their reception age children each morning. This

can help the children settle, reassures parents

and provides time for school staff and parents

to liaise, if necessary. As the reception curricu-

lum is very play-orientated, most children

adapt very quickly to school. When a child

takes a little longer, then staff are on hand to

meet and greet the child and find an activity

they enjoy. It is also a time where parents can

meet the parents of their child's friends.

We meet with parents and their child in the

afternoons of the first few weeks to find out

what they can do and to know a bit more about

them. These transition meetings begin the rela-

tionship between school and family that will

continue until their child leaves our school.

Finally, we hold information meetings for

parents about what their child will be learning.

The phonics meeting is well attended and is

another opportunity for parents to meet, chat

and become part of our school community.

Helen Shepherd
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Mind the Gap

AT THIS TIME exactly one year ago I was

having to make huge decisions in my life:

whether I wanted to continue studying, work

full time, or take a year off.

Taking a gap year is becoming an increas-

ingly appealing choice for students across the

country, as the cost of university fees minimises

chances of travelling after leaving university.

My personal decision to take a gap year was

based on the desire to take a break from study

in order to appreciate it more once

I'm paying £9000 a year for it.

After my fourth year of staying in

over the Easter holidays studying

for school exams, a year off seemed

incredibly appealing.

Yet the variety of paths people

choose to take once their school

life is finished is incredible. I have

one friend who is living in South

America to teach for a year, with

no wi-fi; contact possible only

through letters and no family visits

permitted until Easter. Others are

going straight to university or into

employment or apprenticeships,

and some are re-sitting their final-year

The transition time of a couple of weeks-

from the routine that has been life for the last

15 years of waking up to that dreaded grey

morning to start a new school year every

September to everyone I know moving on to

different paths and leading their separate lives,

has certainly been a shock to the system.

Now, a few months into my year-off decision,

I could be having one or two doubts. It's cer-

tainly tough, working at three jobs seven days a

week, not spending any money and having con-

stant reminders, via social media, of friends

partying at university.

On the other hand, I am in the fortunate

position of knowing that I will be jetting off on

my travels in a few months' time with a univer-

sity place secured for September 2015. That

position, I need to remind myself, is an incredi-

bly privileged one.

Yet, the majority of my friends decided that

a gap year was not for them, and

it's easy to see why. The excite-

ment of university and new jobs,

leaving home to move to a new

city with new crowds, means that

a year off would be a year holding

them back, rather than being

something beneficial.

TEENAGE

PERSPECTIVE

Harty

The scale of the decisions facing

students when leaving school can-

not be over-estimated. Whichever

path is chosen, whether it's further

study, full-time work, or travelling

the world independently, each is

as terrifying as the other and a

completely new stage in life. It

came as a huge shock to see my best friends

move out and on with their lives, one that I

was definitely not prepared for, but the

Google-imagining of the places I am travelling

to next year is a reminder that I made the right

decision to take a year off.

A

 
b

y 

B

e

c

c

a

exams.

Ultimately, the decision about what to do as

a school leaver is potentially one of the biggest

we have to make, yet the excitement of making

that decision and moving on to a new stage in

life is a maturing experience of great value.

Please support our advertisers. They make your magazine possible.

When responding to them, remember to mention Village Life.

ASTON CLINTON NEWS
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A short history of The Bell

I
"T WAS George IV, while he was still Prince

Regent, who built what we now know as

friend Viscount Lake, who lived at Aston

House (in what is now Green Park), but the

house was not big enough to accommodate the

Prince and all his entourage on their frequent

visits there, so he built "The Bell' as a shooting

box, or hunting lodge. It has been enlarged and

extended numerous times over the last 225

years to become the building that we all know

today.

In the mid-1930s, The Bell was just a village

pub with rooms, owned by Benskins, the

Watford brewery company. It was managed by

Michael Harris's aunt Eileen together with her

husband. Michael's mother Daphne King

would come with her fashionable friends from

London for the weekend. Soon a young solicitor

named Gerard Harris was to sign in the register

on those weekends. A year or so later a Mr and

Mrs Gerard Harris were spending weekends at

The Bell and when Daphne was expecting

Michael in 1940 it was decided that she and

the expected baby should leave London for the

safety of the countryside. There began her life

at The Bell and a few months later, Michael's.

After the war, Gerard Harris wanted to

expand his interest in fine wines but could not

do so whilst remaining a tenant of Benskins.

A deal was made and the Harrises were able to

purchase the freehold. Once free of the con-

straints of being licensees, Gerard and Daphne

were able to set about transforming this village

pub into an internationally famous restaurant

with excellent food and personally chosen

wines.

Great strides were made and The Bell became

well known and frequented by many famous

people. Laurence Olivier, who lived at Notley

Abbey near Thame, loved to visit, sometimes

bringing cream from his own cows in the back

of his car.

But fortune was not on Gerard's side and in

1965 he suffered a stroke and died soon after-

wards. Daphne needed help and their son,

Michael, was summoned from Jamaica where

he was managing a hotel. With an inherited

love of good food and wine, an established

clientele of the rich and famous built up by his

parents, Michael was able to build on that base

and attract the 1960s smart set to an even better

experience at The Bell. En-suite bathrooms

were added to the bedrooms and the old brew-

ery across Green End Street was converted to

add more bedrooms.

But it's the food which is the most important

thing in a first class restaurant and Michael

Harris was extremely fortunate to obtain the

services of Jack Dick, who was recommended

Michael Harris with his Head Chef, Jack Dick
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by a friend of his who was the Head Chef at

The Connaught Hotel in London. Jack joined

The Bell in 1966 and stayed for 26 years until

1992. His skills were legendary and helped to

build The Bell's reputation as an hotel and

restaurant of international repute.

Michael Harris's aim was to create an atmos-

phere where the guests felt at home. Well-known

personalities knew that whatever happened at

The Bell, nothing would ever get into the press.

The guest list reads like a Who's Who: Princess

Anne, Jackie Kennedy, Paul McCartney, Mick

Jagger, Roald Dahl, Dick van Dyke, Stephen

Spielberg, Richard Burton, Elizabeth Taylor

and Bruce Forsyth - the list is endless. The only

one who was ever asked to leave was Sid Vicious,

the notorious member of The Sex Pistols.

Michael never disclosed to anyone just what

went on at The Bell. One titled guest booked

in for the night with a lady friend only to find

his wife at breakfast the next morn-
ing with a gentleman friend!

Jackie Kennedy

on the right

In 1972 Michael built The Bell

Pavilion opposite the Hotel to

provide for large functions. It was a

huge success and brought even more

prestige to an already successful

enterprise. But just as it was getting

going in December 1973 Michael

suffered a devastating accident in the

road between the Pavilion and the

Hotel when he was run over by a car.

He came round from a coma six

weeks later in February 1974.

Although he was told that he would

never walk again, he confounded his

doctors by not only walking but also

getting back to work and continuing

to run The Bell. A catastrophic fire

which burnt down the Pavilion con-

tributed to a downturn in business in

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

the late 90s. Sadly, in 1999, The Bell was forced

to close.

It stood empty, forlorn and abandoned for a

short time before being bought by Bass, who

called it the 'Duck-In', an unpopular name for

a much-loved village landmark. The interior

was much altered and the ambience totally

changed. However, eventually it became very

popular and has been a great success since. The

welcome renaming of The Bell and the return

of its iconic bell sign (which was made for

Michael Harris at Pinewood Studios) has

heralded a new era for this popular venue.

Michael Harris still lives in Aston Clinton

with his wife Caroline and your correspondent

is most grateful to them both for their kindness

and hospitality in assisting him in compiling

this article and allowing the publication of the

photographs. James Adam

on a visit to The Bell in May 1965. Michael Harris is
of the picture.

REQUEST: Would those who would like their email addresses included in the "Useful Numbers"

listings on the centre pages please contact the Editor with details at alec.just@btinternet.com
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The fun that is Guiding

DID YOU do the ice bucket challenge this

summer? There is another way to help your

community that costs you nothing but your

time, commitment and talents. You get paid

with smiles, satisfaction, new

experiences and opportuni-
WE DISCOVER, WE GROW

ties. That is Girl Guiding.

Brownies this year cele-

brated their centenary

Girlguiding

Wendover District

and Wendover district held a pack holiday for

over eighty Brownies in June. Aston Clinton

has had Guiding almost from the start and 1st

Aston Clinton Brownies celebrated their 90th

birthday just this year. But Rainbows, the

youngest members, is the only section of Guid-

ing not represented in Aston Clinton. There is

only one Rainbow Unit in the District with a

waiting list of 90 girls.

Could you help and give more girls a chance

to experience the fun that is Guiding with an

unbroken progression from age 5 to 26 (the

upper age of The Senior Section)?

We are always looking for adults to don the

uniform and join us in running units. Not only

would a new Rainbow unit be welcome and

Guide units re-opened, but a number of existing

units are looking for extra adults. Brownies in

Wendover and Aston Clinton are particularly

needing help at the moment.

Unit Helpers (non-uniformed adults) can be

male or female and are also invaluable. If you

can't commit every week, maybe you can do

alternate weeks with another adult.

Brownies in Wendover and

Aston Clinton are particularly

needing help at the moment.

Within the District you can help in other

ways. Wendover Friends of Guiding are look-

ing for committee members to help with the

running of the Guide Hut and the District is

looking for a treasurer.

Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls

and young women in the UK, with 553,633

members. We are active in every part of the

UK, giving girls and young women a space

where they can be themselves, have fun, build

brilliant friendships, gain valuable life skills

and make a positive difference to their lives and

their communities.

We build confidence and raise aspirations.

We give girls the chance to discover their full

potential and encourage them to be a powerful

force for good. We give them space to have fun.

None of this would be possible without adult

volunteers. Are you up for the challenge? If so,

register your interest today at our website:

www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested. Hilary Weston

Solution to Crossword No.6 Je pense

paddy sz sseuising to a b c
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Scouts visit WW1 battlefields

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

N AUGUST, members of 1st Aston Clinton

Scout Group travelled to Mons in Belgium

and joined up with scouts from Wiltshire,

Belgium and Germany as part of the 100-year

commemoration of the start of World War One.

We were hosted by the Mons and Le Cateau

Town Councils and participated in numerous

commemoration services. The scouts walked

the route of the retreat from Belgium into

France taken by the Ox and Bucks Light

Infantry 100 years before. The trek took over

three days and covered a gruelling forty miles

with one day of constant rain.

The first day of the walk ended in total dark-

ness as the scouts crossed the border into France

for an overnight stay in the immaculate gardens

of the Chateau at Gussignies. Our thanks go to

the owners Monsieur and Madame Dewit for

letting fifty scouts take over their property.

After this feat, the troop attended the Le

Cateau commemoration service. They marched

in the parade along with re-enactors and repre-

sentatives of Belgium and France. The scouts

had the privilege of laying wreaths at the cere-

monies to honour the fallen, alongside prime

ministers and ambassadors. They were also

fortunate to meet with Colin Godley, the

grandson of the first non-commisioned recipient

of the Victoria Cross in WW1: Private Sidney

Godley of The Royal Fusiliers

The scouts also visited many cemeteries. On

the route of the walk the scouts planted a cross

at Forest Communal Cemetery on the grave of

Lance Corporal Leonard Pauling from Aston

Clinton and at Landrecies on the grave of

Private Thomas Rance from Buckland. They

both died on the 4th November 1918, a week

before the armistice was signed.

The week of activities bought home to the

scouts the sacrifice made 100 years ago by the

residents of Aston Clinton, Buckland and

Drayton Beauchamp alongside those from

Commonwealth countries, not forgetting

enemy forces. It also allowed the scouts to

interact with scouts from other nations and

better understand that, despite history and

language barriers, friendship can blossom.

The scouts now have a better understanding

of the history of WW1 and intend to share

their experiences with others. This was a unique

experience for the scouts and all have indicated

that they would like to continue to discover

more about those local residents who made the

ultimate sacrifice. David Wall, Leader

1st Aston Clinton Scouts

www.acscouts.scoutsites.org.uk

Leaving the Chateau at Gussignies on day two of the scouts' 40-mile trek from Mons in Belgium to Le Cateau.
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Aston Clinton, Buckland & Drayton Beauchamp

Horticultural Society

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Flower Festival

We were delighted to be invited to take part in

St Michael and All Angels church flower

festival which was planned as a centenary com-

memoration of the outbreak of WWI. The

theme we had selected was 'Digging for Victory'

which we thought was very appropriate for a

Horticultural Society. With further research we

began to realise that this slogan was used

mostly in WWII to encourage people to culti-

vate any spare soil in order to grow food. We

therefore added the phrase 'after the men had

gone' and the focus of our display became the

role of the women left behind and their efforts

to provide fresh food for their family.

We then set about growing vegetables in

boxes and pots that could be transported to the

church and one talented member provided us

with a life-size model of one mother left behind

when her men folk went to fight. Old imple-

ments were borrowed from Pitstone Farm

Museum and our old china and black-and-white

family photos were added to the display. We

selected flowers from our gardens that we felt

would have been found in cottage gardens 100

years ago and really enjoyed making our

contribution towards a very poignant and

beautiful flower festival.

Summer Show and Fete

A few weeks ago I was asked my opinion as to

whether it was a good year in the garden. Being

a gardener who grows vegetables and flowers

for the show I could not admit that it was a

good year but I did manage to cobble together

a good range of produce to show. The challenge

with gardening or cultivating an allotment is

that each year is different. This year we had the

warmest and wettest winter for a long time.

Without any frosts, as predicted, the slugs and

snails have been in epic proportions. I think

that snails are the most damaging to plants.

The surprising thing is that convention says

that top fruit (apples and pears) do not crop

well if there has not been a period of frost to

of spring 2013 we had a bumper crop. This year

is the exception to the rule as once again there

has been a good crop of apples and pears and

plums.

make the buds swell. After the cold and frosts

The wet spring meant that preparing the

ground and planting was delayed and I was late

planting several crops. Writing these words in

late August, I still do not have any marrows,

courgettes or annual asters to pick. I had to sow

peas twice but I have managed to defeat the

carrot fly and have a reasonable crop.

Then came the hot dry summer. Many plants

stopped growing and the ground surface hard-

ened like concrete. However, with the water

table very high, the ground below the surface

remained damp, alleviating the need to water

plants during June and July. The hot summer

meant that the season for flowers was early.

Despite all the doom and gloom, the Summer

Show and Fete was another great success. Our

Rector, Rev. Elizabeth Moxley, presented the

prizes. The weather, though cloudy, was kind to

us and it did not rain. Attendance, at over 300

people, was up on last year with quite a number

A stunningly beautiful display of orchids won the

Carol Chivers-Price cup for Rosemary Mojsak.

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014
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of families with small children. This was re-

flected in the large number of entries in the

'Under 8 years children's section'. There were 13

entries in class 111 - colouring a stone!

Overall the entries were down this year due

to a clash in shows for one of our regular dahlia

exhibitors, but the quality was good.

Congratulations to all the winners in each

class; cup winners are listed at a prize table on

our website. There are too many to mention by

name but congratulations to Dave Elkins on

winning the President's Cup and this year's

Banksian medal. Also we must congratulate

Marjory Stanbridge in winning again the

Frank Mercy Cup for a bowl of mixed garden

flowers. Hilary Weston is still trying to beat her!

The fete and stalls were well supported. This

year Jacques Amand, the bulb growers and sup-

pliers, put on a magnificent display of autumn

and spring bulbs for the first time.

Putting on our Summer Show and Fete is

very hard work and our many thanks go to all

those who helped or supported us in any way.

There are too many to name individually but I

must mention Maureen Ridler, our secretary

and Sue Lipscomb, our chairman, without

whom we would not have had a show or fete.

The Rector, Rev. Elizabeth Moxley, presenting

Benjamin Potton with a cup for the boy with most

points won in the children's class

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Finally our thanks go to the hardest workers

of all - the refreshment team who were on the

go all the time.

The Show and Fete is run on traditional lines

for a village event and we trust that those who

came will come again next year.

The Great Horwood Silver Band again entertained the visitors throughout the Show

Ralph Weston
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Action Group set up to preserve

Aston Clinton village environment

AFTER a public meeting in the Baptist Church

Hall, attended by over 200 people, it was decided

to set up an action group of local people called

'Preserve Aston Clinton Village Environment'

(to be known as PACVE). The purpose of the

group is to represent the views of the village

and campaign for sustainable development in

Aston Clinton.

There is an unprecedented amount of housing

growth being proposed for Aston Clinton. In

addition to the major development of 45 houses

under construction in Stablebridge Road, there

is currently an appeal underway for up to 47

houses on land off Chapel Drive. Another

development proposal for 29 houses in Brook

Street has already been approved by AVDC,

despite very good planning reasons for refusal

being advanced by many local residents. This

led many to conclude that AVDC no longer

represents the views of local people in the

manner in which it should.

There are currently two major proposals,

which have been subject to public consultation

meetings in recent weeks. Ninety-one houses

are proposed in Brook Street/Green End

Street and another for up to 30 houses off

Stratford Close, behind the Rothschild Arms.

Both these proposals are breaches into open

countryside, have significant traffic issues and

are of such density as to be completely out of

character with the edge-of-village locations.

We are all aware that national population

growth means we have to play our part in taking

some growth. However, within the Local Plan,

Aston Clinton was proposed as a 'Tier 4' village

capable of sustaining up to 50 extra houses. We

are now potentially looking at over 200 houses,

significantly increasing the size of the village.

The main issue is clearly the pressure that is

imposed on services such as the local primary

school and doctor's surgery, as well as local

traffic issues at specific points, especially in the

Brook Street/Green End Street area.

The group is not "anti-growth". PACVE seeks

to preserve the character and ambience of the

village through sustainable development as out-

lined in the National Planning Policy Frame-

work, where those in power engage with local

people before they take decisions which have a

lasting effect on us all. The group has access to

wide ranging legal and planning expertise.

You can find a lot more information and can

sign up for our email updates by visiting our

website at www.pacve.co.uk.

Phil Yerby, Chairman

'Preserve Aston Clinton Village Environment'

"

"... and the Emmy for Outstanding Lighting Design and

Direction for a Variety Special goes to... the team from

the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony."

Local resident Ross Williams (right of the picture) arrived

home in August with a very special prize! Along with Al

Gurdon, Peter Canning and Michael Owen, they had

been awarded their Emmys for their hard work in Sochi

on the Opening Ceremony of the Winter Olympics. It is

an amazing achievement and one that his children Ellis

and Leah who attend Aston Clinton School would like to

share with the village. Congratulations Daddy!

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014
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WHEN I SAT DOWN to write this I was

mentally, physically and financially broken.

Eighteen miles walked over three long days,

fourteen roller-coaster rides, one split lip and

the sort of temporary plot-loss that only "It's a

Long Way to Tipperary" played out on a loop

can cause. That's right, Team Cornish have

been to Disneyland.

Not the bright, shiny, have-a-nice-day

cheesiness of the USA though. Rather the

aloof, fag-smoking disdainfulness of the

French version.

Returning to a chorus of "Did you have a

wonderful time?", I had to think

twice. Largely, because the express-

ion "wonderful time" isn't generally

one that springs to mind when

describing intense periods spent

with my kids. And the Magic King-

dom really is the ultimate test of us the
(parents) vs them (kids).

hives or that the service, even for a basic cuppa

from a kiosk, was pretty atrocious ("you want

milk with that? No, we have no milk here".

"BUT YOU ARE A HOT DRINK KIOSK

HOW CAN YOU NOT HAVE MILK FOR

TEA???) But mostly, I expected my children

to be a bit more grateful and a bit less put out

that they weren't allowed to buy vastly over-

priced tat at every turn.

To be fair, the junior Cornish contingent

weren't completely hideous in the face of over-

excitement, over-stimulation and an overdose

of junk food (why no other options, Disney?

Especially given those narrow French turn-

stiles which had even me feeling a bit too

pear-shaped). Still, the squabbling and stroppy

tantrums about which ride to head for next

coupled with an inability to co-ordinate loo

stops made for a challenging trip.

I soon realised that real life has sucked the

Disney 'magic' out of me, and although the

first sight of the pretty pink Castle at the end

of Main Street is breathtaking even for

Mum's

grown-ups, I was quickly

irritated by the number of

grown women in Minnie

Mouse ears and balding middle-

aged blokes overcompensating

in Jack Sparrow hats. And it's

word hard not to resent the Evil
Mouse empire for turning you

into the bad guy every time you refuse your

kids a pint of candy floss or a soft toy. The

pleasure of which lasts less than the average
ride.

It didn't help that the hotel stank of sweaty

feet and that our rooms were hotter than a

sauna. That the bedding brought No.2 out in

Theatre buffs please note:

Still, the husband stuck a mental finger up

each morning at breakfast as he squirrelled

away ham rolls and pastries for lunch on the

move. We heard that some friends who had

been there days before us were all struck down

with a vomiting bug and confined to the hotel

for most of their trip. And at least No.3 saved

his projectile vomit until after stepping off the

Eurostar. Not all bad, eh? Kelly Cornish

The Vale Music Society are putting on a production of

Fiddler on the Roof, running from 19th to 22nd November

at Court Theatre, Pendley. Curtain up is at 7.30pm

(Saturday matinée 2pm). Tickets start from £12 with con-

cessions available. Purchase either from the Court Theatre

website or from Pat Rose tel. 01296 662745. Her email

address is: pirose@btinternet.com
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All Saints' Church, Buckland

Regular Services:

8am Holy Communion each Sunday

11am Morning Worship - First and Third Sundays

6pm Choral Evensong - Fourth Sunday each month

10am Midweek Communion each Wednesday

Forthcoming events

Date Time Event Location

Fri 24 Oct 7.30pm Flicks in the Sticks All Saints' Church

Sun 2 Nov

Sat 8 Nov

Sun 9 Nov

11am All Saints' Benefice Family Service All Saints'Church

5.30pm Bonfire Party The Rectory

12.30pm Act of Remembrance All Saints' Church

Fri 28 Nov 7.30pm Flicks in the Sticks

Sun 7 Dec 4pm Christingle

All Saints' Church

All Saints' Church

More details about all these events on the church website: www.allsaintsbuckland.org.uk

Flicks in the Sticks

Once again, Buckland's successful Flicks in

the Sticks begins a new season in October.

Tickets remain the same good value, which

includes the film, supper and a drink in the

unique surroundings of All Saints' Church,

Buckland. For details or to join the mailing

list, contact Alison Roberts on 01296 630256

or email: alisonroberts999@btinternet.com

The organisers would like to thank all those

who regularly contribute to Flicks in the

Sticks, either by attending or by volunteering

behind the scenes.

Our film-and-supper events are great fun

but do require a number of people to work,

cook and provide support. If you are

interested in helping, please get in touch.

As the new season begins, we look forward

to welcoming our regular enthusiasts and

newcomers alike.

FLIX IN

THE STICKS

RE-OPENS!
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St Mary the Virgin, Drayton Beauchamp
Regular Services:

10.45am each Sunday

Forthcoming events

DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP NEWS

Date Time Event Location

Sat 11 Oct 2pm Memorial Service for Jill Page St Mary's Church

Sat 18 Oct 7pm Jazz Concert St Mary's Church

Sat 8 Nov 5.30pm Bonfire Party The Rectory

Sun 9 Nov 4pm Evensong for Remembrance St Mary's Church

More details about these events on the church website: www.s-marys.org.uk

Village walk and lunch

A walk to explore our wonderful array of foot-

paths, tempted 17 villagers to meet at The Old

Rectory in Drayton Beauchamp on Saturday

6th September.

We scaled the steps down to the canal and

crossed Drayton Bridge, before walking up The

Holloway. With the bypass fading behind us,

we enjoyed the open country and weaved our

way up a wooded path and across a field with

its impressive views, before being welcomed by

Guy and Elizabeth Moores at Terriers End,

with much appreciated coffee, tea and nibbles.

On the return journey. Bob Woodman led a

group past Painesend Farm, with its stunning

views and variety of paths

skirting Drayton Manor,

before arriving back at

The Old Rectory.

Marion Woodman and Helen Lonsdale

prepared a generous finger spread with support

from Margaret and Zamara Nodes, with their

tasty desserts. Bob Woodman kindly supplied

the wine.

Several other villagers took lunch and the

opportunity to chat and share village news,

whilst appreciating the special surroundings..

The sum of £60 was raised for St Mary's

Church. David Lonsdale

Jazz Concert

St Mary's Church, Church Lane,

Drayton Beauchamp HP22 5LS

Saturday 18 October at 7pm

Jamie Safirruddin & his Trio

play a mix of his own compositions

and classics from the Great

American Songbook

Tickets £15 (Children free)

More information, and tickets, from:

Anne Eardley on 01296 434357

Rosemary Brooke on 01296 630446

Guy Moores on 01442 826241
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DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP NEWS

Wendover Arm Trust -

T
HE WENDOVER ARM Group was

formed in 1989 and later the name was

changed to the present format.

The aim of the Trust is to restore the 63/4 mile

arm of the Grand Union Canal which starts at

Bulbourne Junction and ends at Wendover. The

first 1/4 miles has remained open for navigation

following the closure of the canal in 1904 but

there was no adequate winding hole (a 'notch'

cut out of a canal bank to allow long boats to

turn) in the canal for full-length boats. This

omission meant that any narrowboat longer

than 50ft could not be turned.

Phase 1

In 1997 construction work to restore Phase 1

commenced in earnest following ground clear-

ance and this had to include the building of

concrete walls along both sides - a requirement

of the Local Authority and of the then British

Waterways. One of the major works was the

rebuilding of Little Tring Bridge (see photo

below) which had been demolished in 1973

and replaced by an embankment, thus com-

pletely cutting off the canal. This rebuild was

totally financed by WAT, under supervision by

British Waterways (now reborn as the Canal

and River Trust), and was completed in 2001

at a cost of £223,000. Re-watering of the first

Phase took place in 2005 which extended the

25 years on

A

canal by approximately one quarter-mile,

through Little Tring Bridge, and included a

new winding hole. This was the first time in

100 years that boats had passed under the

bridge. This Phase cost the Trust approximately

£400,000 using entirely volunteer labour with

the exception of the bridge rebuild for which

contractors were employed.

Phase 2

In 2006 work commenced on Phase 2 to

extend the canal from Little Tring to Drayton

Beauchamp, a distance of about 1/4 miles.

Two timber footbridges have been erected to

carry footpaths over the canal since present use

of the dry bed will not be possible once re-

watering has taken place! Owing to difficulties

with road access all plant has to be driven along

the bed of the canal which is why we are work-

ing backwards from Drayton Beauchamp to-

wards the Phase 1 restored section. The first

500 metres were completed and re-watered in

2010. A further section is due to be re-watered

late this year or early next year, subject to no

major delays over the forthcoming winter

owing to adverse weather which has impacted

on progress over the last two winters. Whilst

restoration works are undertaken with 7-day

working parties each month, archaeological

investigations are being carried out at the old

pumping station at Whitehouses.

To date over £400,000 has been expended on

Phase 2 and fundraising for a similar sum is

needed to complete this section, in addition to

funds already banked, which provide working

capital for materials, plant hire etc.

Phase 3

Work on Phase 3 is a longer term objective and

entirely dependent upon substantial funding

being raised-a figure in the region of £1.2m is

needed based upon current costs. An applica-
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tion to the Heritage Lottery Fund is proposed

and other possible funding sources are being

investigated.

DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP NEWS

The restoration works can be viewed from

the towpath at any time but the Trust has

Open Days once or twice a year when guided

visits are arranged. Further details are available on

www.wendoverarmtrust/restoration.

Annual membership is only £10

per annum or 5 years can be pur-

chased for £40. We receive no

government subsidy and all monies

are raised through grants, donations,

subscriptions and fundraising.

More details can be found at

www.wendoverarmtrust.co.uk. Please

do become a member, volunteer or

support us in other ways. We are

urgently seeking volunteers to assist

our Events Team. The Trust are

currently revising their literature

including leaflets and booklets.

These will be available shortly.

Once complete the Wendover Arm of the

Grand Union Canal will be one of the prettiest

canal arms, completely lock free, and will bene-

fit not only the boating fraternity, but walkers,

anglers and wild life enthusiasts.

Nigel Williams, Publicity Director

These photographs show the scale and extent of the Phase 2 restoration work currently in progress.
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Aylesbury Vale in the 1960s

Seen from the air, Aylesbury Vale remains a

predominantly green tract of countryside,

where south-east England borders the south

Midlands. This paean of praise for its quiet

beauty reminds us of what is at risk as

pressure for housing development grows.

THE late Sir Arthur Bryant CH, CBE, historian,

journalist and farmer, described the Vale as it

was fifty years ago:

"No comparable area in southern England-

certainly none within fifty miles of London-

contains a greater extent of unspoilt scenic

beauty and rural peace. From Thame in Oxford-

shire to Woburn in Bedfordshire, there exists a

galaxy of lovely villages unsurpassed anywhere

'twixt the industrial Midlands and the Channel

coast the three Brickhills, Stoke Hammond,

Soulbury, Aston Abbotts, Cublington: and tiny

secluded Dunton, Stewkley, Hardwick, Weedon,

Hoggesden, Whitchurch, Oving, Pitchcott,

Quainton, Dinton, Cuddington, the two

Winchendons, Grendon Underwood, Chearsley,

Long Crendon, Ashendon and the hill town of

Brill. Quainton, by no means the most out-

standing of the Vale's villages, retains its exquisite

Winwood almshouses, windmill, grey church,

tower, mellowed red brick houses beneath its

sheltering hill.

"It is hard to define the beauty of the Vale,

for it is compounded of ever-changing light,

but whether seen from the Chiltern escarpment

or from the hills which rise like islands in the

midst of its undulating plain, that checkered

landscape of soft greens and browns, reflected

clouds and far blue horizons is unsurpassed

anywhere in southern England. It is the land-

scape that Rex Whistler painted and the deep-

rooted countryside which A G Macdonell in

his England Their England described with such

affection and understanding:

Aylesbury. Pasture and hedge, mile after mile

after mile, grey-green and brown and russet

and silver where little rivers tangle themselves

among reeds and trodden watering-pools.'

Sir Arthur Bryant went on:

"With the county's southern part now given

over to suburbia, industrial Slough and the

western approaches of Heathrow, and much of

the north to be swallowed up in the projected

new town of Milton Keynes, the survival of the

Buckinghamshire landscape for future genera-

tions depends on the preservation of the Vale

of Aylesbury.

"The Vale is as rich in history as in beauty.

It lies at the heart of the famous political shire

which was the home of Hampden and Burke,

of Disraeli and Rosebery, of the Grenville

cousinhood which governed England through

its most brilliant member, Chatham at the apex

of Britain's 18th century glory.

"Among the historic houses-in addition to

countless humbler homes no less comely and

ancient are Chequers and Hampden, Hartwell

and the wonderful 14th century Doddershall

-one of the oldest of England's habited houses.

Oving, Ascott and Mentmore, Dinton, Tythrop,

Dorton, Chilton and Wotton and the great

National Trust properties of Claydon and

Waddesdon with all their treasures.

"The villages vary in character and purpose

but there can be no doubt that they provide a

satisfactory way of life for their inhabitants

-the families of many have lived there for

generations. The villages represent a piece of

man-made environment-the like of which we

plan to achieve but seldom do."

'the loveliest of English names, the Vale of

Vogue words like 'environment' are lightly

tossed around today. This passage points to

something precious, the essence of which

we must strive to preserve as we build homes

for our ever-growing population.

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 201424



ACROSS

Village Life crossword no.6

Crossword compiled by Helen Lonsdale

Solution to this crossword on p.14

20

12

H
15

18

22

1. A solution (6)

5. Not fit to eat (8)

9. Dismounted (8)

10. A breadwinner (6)

11. Out of wedlock (12)

13. A single quantity (4)
14. Fishing using bare hands (8)

17. American wild horse (7)

18. To locate (4)

20. Far from amateur (12)

23. To come into view (6)

24. A commercial establishment (8)

25. Pacified (8)

26. Year (6)

DOWN

2. A blue and white river (4)

3. One of the highest villages

It's not always easy to spot the signs. Young

people don't usually come straight out and tell

us when something is upsetting them and they

may not even realise they are being exploited.

Child sexual exploitation is a potentially very

dangerous and harmful form of sexual abuse in

which a young person is manipulated or forced

into taking part in a sexual act, often in return

for attention, affection, gifts, money, drugs,

alcohol or accommodation.

in the Chilterns (9)

4. A baby's toy (6)

5.Lacking oror deficient (8)

6. Decision-making process (8)
7. Khan the cricketer (6)

8. Lower-level army officer (10)
12. An imitating bedfellow (6)

15. A palmist's reading material (9)

16. Facial hair (8)

19. Mint condition (6)

21. Ridiculous play (5)

22. Russian emperor (4)

Would you know how to

spot the signs of child

sexual exploitation?

Buckinghamshire Safeguarding Children's

Board wants parents to be more aware of the

signs of sexual exploitation of their children.

What you think is normal teenage behaviour

could be something more. Knowing how to

spot the signs can help to raise the alarm:

• Unexplained gifts

• New friends, boyfriend, girlfriend

• Missing school

Staying out late/not coming home

• Always online

• Moody, withdrawn or more secretive than

usual

Any young person could become a victim of

child sexual exploitation-both boys and girls-

but they are most at risk when they are

vulnerable.

For more information and what to do if you

are concerned about a young person, visit:

www.ruwise2it.co.uk
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Useful telephone numbers

Name

1st & 2nd Aston Clinton Brownies

Amersham Hospital

Anthony Hall (Bookings Sec)

Aston Clinton Badminton Club

Aston Clinton Baptist Church

Aston Clinton Parish Council

Aston Clinton School

Aston Clinton U3A

Aston Clinton Youth Club

Aston Park Tennis Club

Aston Wine Club

Ballet, Tap and Jazz Classes

Ballroom Dancing

Baptist Church Hall

Bowls Club

Buckland Bridge Club

Buckland Villge Hall (Bkings Sec)

Buckland Parish Council

Telephone no. Email addressContact

See below*

Janet Brassington

Maureen Davison

01494 434411

01296 630229

07958 479690

janet@goggle.plus.com

Simon Downing 01296 631824

TBA 01296 631269

Helen Shepherd 01296 630276

John Bullard

Brian Churchill

01296 436403

01296 630142
01296 630169

01296 630383

AS A CONTACT

PERSON, IF YOU

WOULD LIKE YOUR

EMAIL ADDRESS TO

BE INCLUDED IN

FUTURE ISSUES

PLEASE EMAIL THE

0870 126 4056 EDITOR WITH YOUR

01296 631788

Luanda Bury

Penny Ginger

JoAnn Latus

Yvonne Domican

Valerie Owen

Rosemary Stratfull

07800 518654

01296 630467

01296 630303

01296 631339

Viv Barton 01296 630776

Paula Graves 01296 630310

TBA 01296 626073

Buckland Society Kelly Comish 01296 632119

Childline 0800 1111

Citizens Advice Bureau

Cricket Club Mike Parsonage

Crimestoppers
0800 555 111

Dentists' Surgery
01296 323090

Dial-a-Ride
01296 330088

Doctors' Surgery
01296 630241

Drayton B'champ Parish Meeting Meryl Nodes 01296 630396

Electricity emergency
0800 7838 838

Environmental Health Out of hours 01296 585093

Environmental Health Helpline 01296 585605

Fly tipping
Hotline 0845 330 1856

Football: Aston Clinton FC Mark Foster 07831 765738

Football: AC Colts

Gas emergency

Green Park Life Saving Assocn

Guides and Brownies

Halton Singers

Ray Lucas

John Lesingham

See below*

Cherry-Ann Evans

01296 630076

0800 111 999

01296 622613

High Wycombe Hospital

Highways on Call 9am-5pm

01296 622097

01494 526161

0845 230 2882

REQUEST
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Name

Highways on Call

Horticultural Society

John Radcliffe Hospital

Ladies Group

Local Councillors:

Contact

Out of hours

Telephone no. Email address

01296 486630 GS

Maureen Ridler 01296 633376

01865 741166

Irene Wharton 01296 630195

Bucks County Bill Chapple OBE 01296 426814

Aylesbury Vale District Carole Patemoster 01296 630710

Aylesbury Vale District David Thompson 01296 425656

Aylesbury Vale District Phil Yerby 07769 621507

Marion Richards 01296 630577 AS A CONTACT

07506 179658

020 7219 3432 PERSON, IF YOU

01296 630467 WOULD LIKE YOUR

Luncheon Club

Marsworth Pre-School Group

MP for Aylesbury

Neighbourh'd Watch Administrator

Neighbourhood Watch, Buckland

Neighbourhood Watch, DB

NHS Direct

Old Friends

Police

Pre-School

RAF Association (local branch)

RAF Halton (Mon-Fri)

RAF Halton

Rector

Royal British Legion

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers

SSAFA Forces Help

David Lidington

Helen Thomas

Edwin Domican

Elizabeth Dutton

01296 396262

01296 631613

0845 4647

01296 630207Selly Clarke

Non emergency 101

01296 632672

01296 630207

Jo Johnson

Selly Clarke

0800-1700hrs

At all other times

Rev Elizabeth Moxley

Janet Tye

David Wall

01296 656367

01296 656211

01296 632488

01296 434866

01296 632142

EMAIL ADDRESS TO

BE INCLUDED IN

FUTURE ISSUES

PLEASE EMAIL THE

EDITOR WITH YOUR

REQUEST.Ann Smith 01296 631030

Stoke Mandeville Hospital 01296 315000

Tot Spot (Baptist Church) Nicky Downing 01296 631824

Trading Standards 0845 4040506

Veterinary Centre 01296 630600

Women's Institute Anne Floyd 01296 434372

Water emergency 0845 9200 800

* To register an interest in joining the Brownies or Guides, visit www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Any error or omission in this list should be notified to the Editor

Police information

The Police Constables who have been assigned to this area are Thomas Piercy and Jo Smith. They are

supported by three PCSOs. Wendover Police Station is open Tuesday to Thursday 9am-1pm.

Aylesbury Police Station is open until 10pm all week. The non-emergency police number is 101.

For real emergencies dial 999. More information at www.thamesvalley.police.uk
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Marsworth Steam and Classic Vehicle Rally

Sunday 15 June 2014

AROUND 3,500 visitors attended this one-day

rally breaking all previous records and exceeding

the organisers' targets and expectations.

The Marsworth Steam and Classic Vehicle

Rally held its 16th annual rally on Fathers' Day

to raise money for local charities-this year's

Rally did not disappoint. Vehicle enthusiasts

and families of all ages visited the show, which

itself has grown in size with more exhibits and

trade stalls than ever before.

The free shuttle bus-vintage of course-was

extremely popular, ferrying visitors to and from

the show throughout the day with pick-ups

and stops in Tring and the surrounding villages.

Main attractions in the rally field were a dozen

magnificently maintained and restored steam

engines and just as many miniature engines, all

"in steam', on display and offering rides to

'children of all ages' around the rally and

adjacent field. Other attractions included a dog

agility display, the Tring fire engine and firemen,

steam engine 'tug o'war' and over 100 classic

cars, motorbikes, historic tractors, commercial

and military vehicles. There was a 'kiddies' fun

fair, an array of trade, food and refreshment

stalls, live music by Pickled Tink, and a well

attended beer tent selling a wide selection of

local real ales. In the rally arena, entertainment

for the whole family was laid throughout the

day. Altogether, this was a very popular and

extremely enjoyable rally resulting in an

impressive amount of money being raised for

local charities.

A big thank you to our sponsors, exhibitors

and volunteers who helped to ensure the rally

was a great success and thank you to all who

visited on the day - we'll be doing it all again

next year. Hope to see you there!

Visit: www.Marsworth SteamRally.co.uk for

more info and photos. Graham Dickinson

50
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Village Life grants 2014

Village Life community magazine is a non-

profit magazine made possible by the support

of our advertisers and by the fact that what

would otherwise be editorial, production, dis-

tribution and management costs are donated

by volunteers. The magazine incurs only the

cost of paper and printing.

This makes it possible to offer our advertisers

exceptionally competitive advertising rates,

unchanged now for over three years, whilst also

providing every home in Aston Clinton, Buck-

land and Drayton Beauchamp with local news,

articles of interest and other useful information.

Now well into its fourth year, Village Life

has attracted increasing volumes of advertising,

resulting in a financial surplus. The management

group have decided that, as the remit of the

magazine is to support our local community,

part of that surplus should be distributed to

local churches and other charitable groups.

Accordingly, we are pleased to announce that

the following grants have been made this year:

£500 to St Michael's Church, Aston Clinton

£350 to All Saints' Church, Buckland

€350 to St Mary the Virgin, Drayton Beauchamp

£350 to the Baptist Church Youth Café

£350 to the Scouts

£350 to the Guides

The rest of the surplus is being retained as a

contingency against future increases in printing

Alec Just, Hon Editorcosts.

TOWN FARM

ART SHOW

IN CHEDDINGTON

Twelve talented artists showing paintings, illustration, ceramics, glass,

woodcraft, woodcarving, stonecarving, printed textiles and jewellery.

Mulled wine, mince pies and Christmas cake, plus lots of exciting ideas

for hand-crafted, high quality Christmas gifts.

For photos & more info: www.townfarmartshow.blogspot.com.

Friday-Monday 28-30 November, 10am-5pm

6 Town Farm, Cheddington, Near Tring, LU7 OTT

Please park on High Street - not in Town Farm.

FREE ENTRY-Donations for refreshments in aid of Rennie Grove Hospice Care.
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Loft Ladders

Direct

ASTON CLINTON

BRIDGE GROUP

Fancy a Game of

Social Bridge once a Month?

We meet on a Monday evening at

The Oak pub for a friendly

get-together of enthusiasts.

If you are interested and have

some experience of the game,

contact Roger Lennard on

01296-631514 or e-mail at

roger.lennard@btinternet.com

Your local loft

ladder specialists

*Loft ladders to suit all budgets

FREE quotations upon request

* FREE trap door conversions

*High quality installation service

Easy on-line purchasing

* Established since 1988

Tel: 01296 485 921

Mobile: 07711 202 487

Email: info@loftladdersdirect.co.uk

Web: www.loftladdersdirect.co.uk

Philip Bailey

accredited Psychotherapist and Counsellor

The Limes Psychotherapy

based in Aston Clinton

Philip has been in counselling and psychotherapy practice since 2006. He

sees individuals and couples and has wide experience in working through

most issues that people bring to counselling. Philip specialises in work with

trauma, bereavement, and inner experiences that can seem strange and fright-

ening. Often in this therapy, the client's growing awareness of themselves

blossoms and helps them face what may happen in the future.

For a free initial appointment contact Philip on 07528 908135

or email: bailey957@btinternet.com

UKCP
Cufor P

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014
30



FR JEFFERY

Coal Merchant

• Coal & Smokeless Fuel

• Logs & Compost

• Also parts for grates

Delivered to your door

at low prices

Contact:

Rex & Carol Jeffery

01296 661258

Approved

COAL

Merch

CHIROPODIST

Wendy Hilliard

Member of the British Chiropody Association

Registered with the Health Professions Council

Aston Clinton Animal Art

MSSCH MBCHA

The perfect gift for yourself

or another

A cost effective original pet

portrait or wildlife painting by

a local artist

To discuss your requirements and

for further information call

Felicity on 01296 631586 or

email felicitythirtle@talktalk.net

More than....

a man with a van

For a home visit

for nail cutting, treatment

of corns and hard skin etc.

Please telephone

01296 630189 or

07969 741 792

⚫ events

⚫ logistics

• project mgt

• overseas

Steve Yate

07730 987745

steveyate@hotmail.com
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FOR A RELIABLE & INEXPENSIVE

PRINTING SERVICE

WHITEPRINT

PRINTER OF THIS MAGAZINE

CONTACT GREG

ON 01844 201171

Advertise your
business in

Village Life
The community magazine delivered

free every other month to almost

2000 homes in Aston Clinton,

Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp.

Whole page

Half page

Quarter page

£300

£150

£75

One-Tenth page .......... £35

These rates are all you pay for

SIX insertions. Rates for colour

and single insertions on request.

FARM

Email: lonsdales@hotmail.co.uk

P.E.MEADSSHOP
Sons
D

& Open 7 Days
Dry Logs

Pre Packed Coal

Calor Gas

Heygates Animal Feed

Pet Supplies

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Home Produced Beef & Lamb

Locally Sourced Produce

Free Range Eggs

Tea Room

Gifts

Plants

Home Produced chiltern rapeseed oil

Tel: 01442 828478 www.pemeadandsons.co.uk

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 4NT
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Executive

Chauffeur driven

business or leisure luxury travel

for up to six people

Airports

Theatres

Restaurants

Hotels

Special Occasions

Tring Hertfordshire

HP23 4ES

01442 400 406

Corporate Meetings etc

Freephone

080 818 00 919

www.executivevoyager.co.uk

R&G King
GENERAL BUILDERS

GROUNDWORK BRICKWORK

CUT ROOF SPECIALIST

Extensions Alterations Driveways Refurbs

rgkingltd@outlook.com

TELEPHONE:

01296 630896 07815 798559
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La Vita
HAIR DESIGN

5a London Road, Aston Clinton

Handbags Accessories
Scarves

Ladies Hairdressing

Call Teresa or Nikki on 01296 633335

G. Cooke-Willing Est. 1989

Grass cutting & Garden maintenance

A regular and reliable service for

Aston Clinton and the

surrounding area.

Call Gef on

01296 632522 or

07961 057355
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Lindsay

Green
K-LIN MAKING WOOD - WORK FOR YOU

fitted kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms & studies.

cabinet making & freestanding furniture.

solid, engineered, laminate & vinyl flooring.

joinery, interior & exterior woodwork.

project management.

office: 01296 612606

mobile: 07748 903748

e-mail: lindsay@k-lin.co.uk

web: www.k-lin.co.uk

, Chesham, Buckinghamshire. HP5 3HB

Emergency call-out, including evenings & weekends

Aston Computer Care

Over 12 years experience

HELP

Data recovery

Virus removal & system repair after attack

Computer upgrades, internet setup, network setup

Sales of new & used PCs, laptops & accessories

Phone support & remote access available

Computer repair at all levels, including laptop screens,

power jack-sockets, etc

For an initial no-obligation assessment call:

Rob Rundle on 01296 632704 or 07884 073747/ E-mail: robertrundle88@hotmail.com
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BUTLERS
impact

SIGNS

SPECIALISTS IN AIRPORT & LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

* FIXED PRICES - WHAT WE QUOTE IS WHAT YOU PAY

* NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR WEEKENDS,

BANK HOLIDAYS OR UNSOCIAL HOURS

* ACCOUNT FACILITIES WELCOMED

* OPERATE 24/7

01296 583577

You want...

FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE

Great Prices...

we guarantee it

Expert Advice...

est. 1994

Vehicle graphics

Branded garments

Business printing

Banners

Great Products...

guaranteed quality

& much more...

All this... fast

PLEASE CALL US

EMAIL: BUTLERSCARS@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUTLERS-PRIVATE-HIRE-CARS-AYLESBURY.COM

01296 488902

Self Employed

www.impactsignsolutions.co.uk

Impact Sign Solutions Ltd, 22-23 Rabans Close,

Rabans Lane Industrial Park, AYLESBURY, Bucks HP19 8RS

BAS Accountancy Services
Small Business Specialists

We offer a professional service that saves you

time, money and hassle.

Small Limited Companies Individuals

Tax Returns, Annual Accounts, Corporation Tax.

Start-up Advice, Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll.

Friendly & Professional Service

Fixed Fees

Free Initial Meeting

Appointments To Suit You

Tel: 01296 632275

Email:info@basassociates.co.uk/www.basassociates.co.uk

46 Long Plough, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire, HP22 5HB.
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Adams Travel
Wasp Nests Rots and Mice Insect Control

BTP Environmental Services provides a full range of

Pest Control and Wildlife Management Services

Tel. 01296 630934

BTP

environmental

services ltd

www.btpenviro.com

Fully Insured

Licensed Waste Carrier

Fully Qualified

Work Guaranteed

Domestic and Commercial

Audited members of the British Pest Control Association

to ensure we maintain a high standard of service

THINK
WILDLIFE

BPCA

Your Local Independent

Travel Agent

11 Market Square

Aylesbury

Tel. 01296 873017

aylesbury.adamstravel@gmail.com

www.adamstravelaylesbury.co.uk

DABTA
The Travel Association

Buckland

Landscapes
Home Farm, 61 The Green,

Aston Abbotts, Buckinghamshire, HP22 4LY

THE COMPLETE GARDEN SERVICE

DESIGN

Complete Landscape Schemes

Plans prepared for Planning Approval

Tasteful Planting Plans

CONSTRUCTION

Terraces

MAINTENANCE

Private & Commercial Maintenance

Garden Walls

One-off work

Paths & Driveways

Ponds & Watercourses

Tree Work & Pruning

Pergolas & Timber Work

Rock Gardens

Fencing

Turfing

Planting

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN BY TRAINED STAFF

FOR PROMPT SITE VISIT AND FREE QUOTATION

PLEASE CALL 01296 680350
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www

Awnings, Shutters,

Conservatory Blinds.

Wood Venetian Blinds,

Velux & Roman Blinds.

Curtains, Fabrics,

Pelmets. Trimmings,

Cushions, Wallpapers.

Tracks & Poles

Elizabeth Le s

Elizabeth Lee
BERKHAMSTED's BLIND & CURTAIN SPECIALISTS

Friendly, personal service

Local family company

Over 20 years' experience

98 High Street.

Berkhamsted

Come and have a coffee at

our showroom and browse

through the new ranges

PLUMBING AND

HEATING ENGINEER

FREE MEASURING

& LOCAL FITTING

01442 384567

L.V. Holman

HP4 2BL

GAS SAFE and ACOPS regd.

(opposite The Gatsby)

www.elizabethleeblinds.co.uk

Tel: 01296 770055 or

Mobile: 07798 792539

24 hour service

Bowerman

Building Services

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE QUOTATIONS & REFERENCES AVAILABLE

TRUST

MARK

Office: 01296 660475

Mobile: 07747 847096

leigh@bowermanltd.co.uk Government Endorsed Standards

FMB

The sign of

building quality
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PEHelen MINER
MOTIVATION IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS

207508 638968 REPS

helenmulhallpt@yahoo.co.uk

http://helenmulhallpt.sharepoint.com

w Footworks
"Bring the clinic to your home

Corns Ingrowing Toenails - Verrucas-

Nail Cutting - Athletes Foot etc.

Caroline Royce MCFHP MAFHP

Tel: 01296 485575 or

Mob: 07904 377262

Evening appointments available.

Interior

• Doors supplied/fitted

• Custom entertainment furniture

• Home office

Kitchen installation / upgrade

Stud walls erected

• Real wood & laminate flooring

laid /repaired

Stairs refitted / repaired

⚫Timber window repair/

replacement

• Coving supplied and fitted

⚫ Decorating

Barnowls

Nursery & Out of School Care

Contact Claire/Nila on 01296 632692

8 New Road, Aston Clinton

and AC School

enquiries@bamowlsnursery.co.uk

Amelia

MARQUEES

of

Marquee hire for all Occasions

Tel: 07756 152 795

www.ameliamarquees.co.uk

ameliamarquees@hotmail.co.uk

Please mention Village Life when responding to advertisers

ABODE SOLUTIONS

Cabinet Making and Joinery

Exterior

• Timber window & door

installation/repair

• Fence erection / repair

• Sheds designed / built

Playhouses

• Decking

Raised flower beds

Bespoke Hutches / Coops

• Painting

⚫Timber gates/garage doors,

repaired/replaced.

Professional design, build and installation service.

Call or email James for more information:

07730 574466 (day time) 01296 660605 (evenings)

Jamescato@abodesolutions.biz
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PORTMAN

healthcare

ASTON CLINTON

dental clinic

Our Clinic provides a range of general

dental services in a comfortable

and relaxing atmosphere.

All aspects of dentistry provided including:

Implants

Tooth whitening

Invisalign

Somnowell

Same day Cerec Crowns, Veneers and Inlays

Same day emergency appointments

Patients are welcome to join our payment plan

to help spread costs and enjoy savings

We also provide treatment for improving the

appearance of facial lines.

1A Stable Bridge Road, Aston Clinton, HP22 5ND

Tel: 01296 323090

website: astonclintondentalclinic.co.uk

Established 19 years
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TELNIK

ROOFING

LIMITED

ovens
...amazingly!

£10 OFF
YOUROVEN
CLEAN

Specialists in the repair and renewal

of all types of roofing issues

"Trustmark' approved contractor

Tel: 01296 631230

Mobile: 07885 770404

Email: info@telnikroofing.co.uk

www.telnikroofing.co.uk

36 Beaconsfield Road

Aston Clinton, Bucks HP22 5JX

FRO

✓ Ovens

✓ Hobs

✓ Extractors

✓ BBQs

✓ Agas & ranges

✓ Fridge Freezers

Local family business in HP22

Non toxic & non caustic

Ovens can be used straight away

Fully insured & CRB checked

01296 706011

A Cleaner Oven Checkatrade.com

ROOFING CONTRACTORS LIPSTED

we clean

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF

POLYROOF

Call us on

part of

.com

abrighterhome.co.uk

RLR THERAPY

Providing professional, effective treatments and exercise therapy

Pilates

Classes at Aston Clinton Baptist Church

Also available;

1:1, Small Groups, Reformer and Small Equipment Training

Massage Therapy

Sports, Remedial, Holistic

Ruth Reid MFHT

Info@rlr-therapy.com

www.rlr-therapy.com

07736 438443
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Marsworth

Pre School

A

Martworth Millonnium Hell. Vicarage Road. Marsworth HP23 4LR

Tel: 07506 179658 Email: enquirios@marcworthproschool.org.uk

Marsworth Pre-School, held at Marsworth

Millennium Hall, is a very popular village

pre-school with an outstanding reputation,

attracting children from a wide area.

Sessions available for ages 2 to 5 years,

FULL or PART days

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

Moming Session: 9am-11.30am

Lunch Club: 11.30am-12.30pm

Aftemoon Session: 12.30pm-3pm

For further information, details of funding,

session availability or to arrange a visit,

please call 07506 179658 or visit our website

www.marsworthpreschool.org.uk

RENEW

Deep Clean

Your Carpets

only £25 (inc VAT)

Price includes:

48 hrs hire of the Karcher Puzzi

100 Carpet Cleaner

1 litre RENEW Shampoo

(2-4 rooms)

Contact: Fred Harrison

on 01442-874720

E-mail: fred@fhltd.co.uk

CIRCUITFIX
KEEPING YOUR ELECTRICS CURRENT

• Rewires • PAT Testing

• Fuse Boards

Extra Circuits

• Periodic Inspection and

Testing

• Extra Sockets,

Switches

Delivery/collection

by arrangement

• Downlighters

• Extensions

• Power to Sheds,

Garages, Lofts

⚫ CCTV, Security,

Access Systems

Landlords Certificates

• Replacement Light Fittings

◆ Smoke Alarms

Tel: 01296 630124 or Mobile: 07825 747773

Email: steve.rozental@circuitfix.co.uk

Website: www.circuitfix.co.uk

CEIC

Part P Registered
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CATE LOMAS Cook

Home-cooked food for all occasions,

family meals for the freezer or

simply supper for one or two.

Tel: 01296 630166

Mobile: 07976 597556

Need help with book-keeping?

Accounts admin. tax

returns VAT returns...

References available

Aston Clinton area

Louissa McIntosh

Tel: 07958 399338

WEBSITE http://louissamcintosh.wordpress.com

Please mention Village Life when

responding to advertisers

Furniture and Piano Repairs &

Restoration

Re Stringing

Case Repairs

07762 560522

01296 622135

www.tjlyonsrestoration.co.uk

Email: terry@tjlyonsrestoration.co.uk

NCEIC

T. J. Lyons Restoration

Antique and Modern Furniture

French Polishing

Cabinet Repairs

Paint Effects

Early and Modern Pianos

Part and Full Restoration

Action Repairs

Terry Lyons

APPROVED

CONTRACTOR

MJ Electrical

Engineering Ltd

Local Electrical Contractor

Our friendly team can help with the following & more!

Rewires & alteration

New builds & extensions

Electrical testing & inspection

Consumer Units

Small electrical jobs

Do contact Michael with any enquiries

01296 632369

michael.j.fryer@talk21.com www.mj-electrical.co.uk

14, Rosebery Road, Aston Clinton, HP22 5JY
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The

Rhubarb

AFECA
Open at St Michael's Church, Aston Clinton

every Monday afternoon from 2.30 to 4.30pm

Serving tea and coffee with delicious freshly

baked cakes, come rain or shine

Looking for your next holiday

ACTIVITY & ADVENTURE

BEACH OR CRUISE

CITIES & SHORT BREAKS

ESCORTED TOURS

FAMILY HOLIDAYS

LUXURY & SPA

SAFARI & WILDLIFE

SHOW & SKI

TAILOR-MADE

VILLAS & APARTMENTS

WEDDING & HONEYMOON

We can find it for you
•Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency

•Extensive experience to arrange every detail

Using fully bonded tour operators

•No Booking Fees

Travel Impressions

A World of Experience

01442 890265

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Hertfordshire. HP23 4AF
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E. Sharp (Electrical) Ltd

Electrical Contractors

M. D. MARRIOTT

Painting, Decorating

and Colour DesignTrelawney, Stablebridge Road,

Aston Clinton
Professional & reliable service

Tel: 01296 630576

128 London Road, Aston Clinton

Salut!

Jessica Evett

Translation Services

French - English

Spanish - English

e:jessica.evett@hotmail.co.uk

N.R. Green

Builders Plumbers Decorators

224 London Rd, Aston Clinton, HP22 5LE

Tel: 01296 631922

Mobile: 07778 153975

54 Brook Street, Aston Clinton

Tel: (01296) 631918 or

631349

Proprietor: lan Stiles

Leonard Lul

RD Leonard Ltd

Fencing and Gates

Other work also undertaken

Contact Richard on

07875723201

rdleonardltd@gmail.com

Sewing Machines

Sales, Service and Repairs

60 Green End Street, Aston Clinton

Tel: 01296 630524

PROPRIETOR: M JOHNSON

MIKE & KYM

Painters and Decorators

Husband & wife team

Professional finish * Friendly reliable service

Aston Clinton based

Tel: 01296 632341

G. O'CALLAGHAN

TREE CARE

FULLY QUALIFIED, INSURED ARBORIST

ALSO HEDGE WORK, STUMP GRINDING

AND PLANTING

01296 613529 AND 07767 795883

www.gocalltree.com

208 Wendover Road, Weston Turville, Bucks

Lucas Fuels
KEROSENE GAS OIL DERV

lan Jackson

Director/Driver

T: 01442 874653

Tel: 01296 630231

Mobile: 07958 430 533 and 07908 062 910

Merryweather Mowers

Sales Service - Repairs

20 St. Edmunds, Berkhamsted, Herts. HP4 2HT

E: lucasfuelsupplies@hotmail.co.uk
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PATIOS

FENCING

DRIVEWAYS

Decking

Ponds

Brickwork

Pergolas

Hedgecutting

RACQUET

RE-STRINGING

SERVICE

TOWN

&

COUNTRY

LANDSCAPING

01296 623844

07815946340

Tennis Badminton Squash

Full restring from £12

www.tc-landscaping.co.uk Tel: 01296 631358

West Lodge Hotel

Aston Clinton

Wedding Ceremonies

Family Celebrations

Funeral Wakes

Contact Julie on 01296 630362 or email enquiries@westlodge.co.uk

or view our website at westlodge.co.uk
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AYLESBURY'S

BLUE RIBBON CHAUFFEURS

Friendly Executive Taxi Service

Music. Dance. Fun.

Sound like exercise to you?

jazzercise.

Come join the fun! Cork out the class scheda al pare.com/FindCa

07900 987230

www.facebook.com/

JazzerciseBucksBeds Horts

50% Off Joining Fee

Airport transfers, Ports, Train Stations, London,

Oxford & Milton Keynes

Children with car seats, Wheel Chairs, Pets, young

and wise are all very welcome

Please Contact Chris Beaujeux
Tel: 01296 381593 Mob: 07763 492504

WESTON TURVILLE

SCHOOL

Tuesday & Thursday

7.30pm

WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL

Email: info@blueribbonchauffeurs.co.uk

GOLDFIELD INFANTS

SCHOOL, TRING

Monday 7.00 pm

Tues & Thur 7.30 pm

Monday 9.30 am

Tuesday 6.00 pm Lo

Wednesday 9.30 am

Thursday 9.45 am Lo

Friday 9.45 am

Saturday 9.30am

Web: www.blueribbonchauffeurs.co.uk

MJ Smart Services

Painting & Decorating Repairs and General Maintenance

Interior & Exterior

Licensed and Insured

Domestic, Commercial & Tenancy

References available

Considerate, clean, tidy and 100% reliable

Other classes available in Halton. Wendover,

Aylesbury, Cheddington & Pitstone

Thorough clean up at the end of each and every day

Call us today on 01296 631093 or 07546 567 530

info@mjbsmartservices.co.uk

www.mjbsmartservices.co.uk
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CHILTERN CURTAINS

& BLINDS

Beautiful Fabrics Brought To Life

P Greville

Curtains Pelmets Roman Blinds

Professionally Hand Made al Reasonable

Prices from Customers Supplied Fabric

Free Quotations & Hanging

Venetian Roller Vertical Blinds Supplied

Installation & Fitting Service

Design Advice Available

Personal & Friendly Service

Portfolio of Work Letters of Reference

Alterations & Relining Service

Contact Trisha

01296 681660

Mill Lane Wingrave Bucks

Property Maintenance

SAME DAY
SERVICE

Carpentry

25 yrs exp - 12 yrs Local Authority/

Age Concern (Harrow)

New Cylinders

⚫ Power Flushing

approved contractor

Reliable and professional small local

Tel: 01296 632008

Mobile: 07973 408639

Aston Clinton Plumbing & Heating

All aspects of Plumbing & Heating

including oil & gas fired systems

Cold Water Tanks Taps & Ball Valves

Radiators • Boiler Servicing & Repairs

• 24/7 Breakdown Cover

CORGI

business

Free no obligation estimates

safe

Painting & Decorating Specialist

All carpentry & joinery repairs

Door/window fitting & security locks

Kitchens, flooring

Fascias, guttering & fencing

Painting & decorating external internal

All work undertaken

OFTEC

Established 1978

551896 C7145

Aylesbury
customers

Aston Clinton customers

350034

www.astonclintonplumbingandheating.co.uk

Tel: 01296 350034

Mobile: 07860 301576

01296 Email: andrewhatcher55@aol.com

Tring

customers
01442

540014
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Brown & Merry

OVEN AND CARPET

CLEANING

Commercial domestic end-of-tenancy

AGA RANGE BBQ. EXTRACTOR

CARPET RUG UPHOLSTERY

Fully insured Extreme care |Best results

£5

OFF

Call

Warren on

01442 827 899

07780 865 632

your
clean

with this promotion

Tring Market

Auctions

Established 1832

Auctioneers & Valuers of

Antique Furniture,

Collectibles & Fine Art

Fortnightly Sales & General Furnishings & Effects

Bi-monthly Fine Art Sales

Total & Part House Cleanance Specialists

Valuations for Sale. Insurance, Taxation,

Probate & Family Division

BUYING OR SELLING,

CONTACT US ON:

BriteClean

Tel: 0144 2826446

Fax: 01442 890927

The Market Premises, Brook Street, Tring, Herts

01296 482041

www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk

KY Green

Funeral Directors

We are proud to have been serving the local

community of Aylesbury for over 200 years.

Providing a choice of funerals and

memorials to suit all budgets. Our arrangers

can also offer help and advice with pre-paid

funeral planning.

For details of your local branch or to

arrange a home visit please call

Here for you, whenever you need us, 24 hours a day.

www.kygreen.co.uk

Senior Funeral Director
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we clean

carpets
...beautifully!

15% OFF

FREE

STAINGUARD

✓ Carpets

✓ Upholstery

✓ Leather

✓ Hard flooring

✓Mattresses

✓ Rugs

Local family business in HP22)

Most carpets dry in 1-2 hrs

Wool, child & pet SAFE

Over 20 years' experience

Fully insured & CRB checked

Call us on

01296 706011 Checkatrade.com

For our latest offers more visit our website

abrighterhome.co.uk

CAP

money:course

Village Life cannot offer

colour to advertisers at

present (except for cover

positions).

But the magazine can offer

exceptional rates with

cost-effective advertising.

Advertising that gets you

noticed by local people.

And that means more

effective advertising!

A free course to help

you manage your

money better and to

learn to budget,

save and spend well.

We are a team at Aston Clinton Baptist Church running a revolutionary money

management course every month. The 3 session programmes are on Monday evenings

from 8.00-9.30 p.m. and are free of charge. Refreshments are also provided.

The course is designed to help you acquire budgeting skills using a cash based system

that works. We can also enable you to gain control over your finances should

you be in debt, or you simply need to manage your finances more effectively.

For further details call: Keith Loxley

on 01296 630005 or e-mail:

keith.loxley@btinternet.com

CAP is a national charity, working across the UK to lift people out of debt and to aid financial management
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J. Workman

CARPENTRY &

BUILDING Services
mob 07725 644963

All aspects of Carpentry

and General Building

Call:

07725 644963

01296 583296

Email:

james.workman@aol.com

Village Life has far more

editorial content than

other local magazines.

This ensures that the

magazine has a longer

'coffee-table' life.

And that means that your

advert has a better chance

of being noticed.

And that means more

effective advertising!

The Pilates House
BODY CONTROL PILATES

ANGELA WAGNER || ASTON CLINTON

New private classes on

the Allegro 2 Reformer

call 01296 630029

email angella@thepilateshouse.co.uk

www.thepilateshouse.co.uk

Back4Good PILATES
BODY CONTROL

Register BODY CONTROL Back Care

Exorciso

Professionals

PILATES
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HANDSONHANDYMAN

Property Maintenance & Gardening.

From installation of shelving to the erection of fencing, sheds

and greenhouses. Changing tap washers to fitting bathrooms

or kitchens. General carpentry, painting and decorating.

Clearing out existing guttering to fitting replacement UPVC

fascia, soffits or guttering. Locks or doors fitted, stud walls

built, tiling or just completion of that unfinished job!

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Liability insured, References available

Call Dave for a free quote on

01296 392667 or 0795 2280865 alternatively

email dave.denton1@ntlworld.com

web www.handsonhandyman.co.uk

Smashing Windows

Window and Door repairs

UTWITH

Misty or broken windows?

Add Lead or Georgian bars for a new look?

Keep your frames...

just change the glass!

We also repair door

panels and Patio doors!

Hinges & handles

Cat flaps fitted

SECONDARY GLAZING

It is not too late to fit

secondary glazing!

Great designs for all windows.

Double Glazing not possible?

Listed building or pinched lead?

On a busy road?

Keep the warmth in and the noise

out!

or visit our website for a free online estimate

www.smashingwindows.com!

Call for details

01296 630650
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C.D. LANE
CONTRACTORS LTD

Established 1983

Extensions New Builds Brickwork

Conversions Renovations • Driveways,

Garden Construction Excavator Hire (with driver)

椎

We will undertake your project

big or small from planning to

completion with full site management

including all carpentry,

decorating, plumbing and electrical

to achieve a first-class finished project.

No obligation quotations

Hatchways, Buckland Wharf, Buckland

Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5LQ

Tel/Fax: 01296 630551

Mobile: 07831 712683

Email: cdlane 417@btinternet.com

MASTERBOND
WARRANTY

FMB FMB



Wendover Autobodies

Your friendly local service station

Accredited MOT

testing station

Repairs & servicing

• Tyres supplied

Courtesy car available

Telephone: 01296 624561

Mobile: 07773 197 210

Unit 7, Harebridge Lane, Halton, Wendover, HP22 5PF


