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Fortunately, not all is woe. In our community, there

are many who give their time and energy in the service

of our young people. Of course they include teachers

who have long deserved a higher status in our country.

They also include those unsung heroes who are commit-

ted to helping our youngsters develop as people through

the enjoyment and reward of group activities, based on

mutual trust and respect for themselves and others.

Whole page
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One-Tenth page

£300

£150

£75

£35

NB: These prices are the total cost

for a SERIES OF SIX insertions,

.

printed in black and covering a

whole year. Rates for colour and

Cover picture of Ralph Weston by

Richard Needham (see story on p.11)

Printed by Whiteprint, Unit 9, Notley Farm,

Chearsley Road, Long Crendon, HP18 9ER

Telephone: 01844 201171

THE scandal of youth unemployment in this country

and across much of the developed world is a scourge on

our so-called civilised society. To educate our children to

understand and appreciate the world and all its wonders

and then leave so many of them without hope is a public

disgrace for which we are all responsible as citizens.

On page 6, David Wall tells how the Aston Clinton

Scout Group is going from strength to strength, con-

strained only by the facilities needed for expansion.

Green Park Activity Centre has been recently acquired

from Bucks CC by the Adventure Learning Foundation

(known as ALF). On page 4 you can read about their

plans to open up this wonderful space to a wider audience,

with young people very much in mind.

Easter is a time of great significance to Christians. On

page 8 Monika invites us to reflect on the real meaning

of Easter, based on love and compassion for others that

we are taught is at the heart of the Easter message.

We don't often feature people on the cover of Village

Life. Ralph Weston deserves the thanks of everyone who

has benefited from a blood transfusion. He is one of the

small but vital army of selfless people to whom many of

us can sometimes owe our lives.

Before the winter rains fade from memory, Ralph is

kindly reminding us on page 11 how awful it all was.

The Editor is always pleased to

receive local news of people,

clubs and events.

Finally, on behalf of the Village Life production team,

may I wish you and your families a very Happy Easter!

Ace tut
Editor
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Dear Friends

The Rector's Easter message

Have you ever played word association games?

If I asked you for the first word which came to

your mind when I said 'Easter', my guess is

that many of you would respond 'egg'. But

how did a Christian festival which celebrates

the death and resurrection of Jesus

come to be associated with eggs?

Imagine, if you will, a space ship

landing from outer space. The

traveller who climbs out of his craft

finds himself on a wide pebbly

beach. Bending down he picks up

one of the spherical stones and tests

it. It's smooth and cold and lifeless.

Disappointed, he walks up the beach

and makes for some distant farm buildings.

Near one of the outhouses he almost steps on

cluster of pale, oval, stone-like objects. 'More

stones,' he thinks but when he picks one up,

it's warm. He runs his testing machine over it

Aston Clinton Ladies Group

Forthcoming meetings:

and finds, to his surprise, that there is life in-

side. As the space traveller holds the egg in his

hands it cracks and a little chick pushes its

head out-new life from what looked and felt

like a stone.

a

Easter is celebrated with eggs because they

provide a parallel to what happened

on the first Easter morning. The

stone behind which Jesus had been

buried looked cold and dead, but

suddenly, new life burst out of it.

Love could not be put to death.

Jesus was alive! So when you give

and receive Easter Eggs this year,

you might want to recall the warmth

and vitality of God's love for you

and be challenged by its potential for new life

in all our lives.

Elizabeth

Wed 9 April at 8pm: Lenten Service at St Michael and All Angel's, followed by coffee and

biscuits at Janet Watson's home, 14 Putnams Drive. Tel: 01296 631014

Wed 21 May at 8pm at the Guide Hall: A talk on Wine by Nigel Brigden (with nibbles).

Please note there will be no meeting in June. Please call Sue Sanders on 01296 630740 or Janet

Watson on 01296 631014 if you would like to join us. New members are always very welcome.

A quotation for Easter

Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see. - Mark Twain

Even just thinking about kindness can rewire our brains. This is the point at which neuroscience

now meets religion. A decade of research into meditation and kindness has mirrored the biblical

prescription: "Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is

lovely, whatever is admirable-if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-think about such things."

(Philippians 4:8)

See also: www.theage.com.au/commentipope-francis-shows-it-is-simple-to-simply-be-kind

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014
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St Michael and All Angels

Regular

9.15am and 6pm each Sunday

and Evening Prayer at 7.30pm each Friday

Services:

Forthcoming events

Date Time Event Location

Tues 8 April 8pm Taizé Service St Michael's Church

Wed 9 April 8pm AC Ladies Lent Service St Michael's Church

Sun 13 April 9.15am Palm Sunday Service

Mon 14 April 8pm Stations of the Cross

Thurs 17 April 7.30pm

Good Friday 12 noon

Easter Day 9.15am

Last Supper with the Baptists

The First Hour

Easter Fire Service

St Michael's Church

St Michael's Church

AC Baptist Church

St Michael's Church

Sun 11 May 11am-4pm

St Michael's Church

Stall at Village Market Aston Clinton School

More details about these events on the church website: www.s-michaels.org.uk

Aston Clinton Village Market coming

IT'S TIME to start spreading the exciting news

that this year's Village Market at Aston Clinton

School is COMING SOON! (And if you're a

local supplier and you haven't yet booked a

stall, now is the time to do it!)

soon!

This year will be our sixth year, running

what has become an eagerly awaited fixture on

the village calendar. The market brings together

all our local area has to offer, with a side-serving

of musical entertainment while you browse the

stalls. Then, when you are all shopped out,

enjoy a cuppa or even a Pimm's with a tasty

BBQ lunch!

We will have a fantastic selection of stalls,

including beautiful vintage furniture, handmade

jewellery, tasty cakes, delicious bread and mouth-

watering cheeses. There will be chutneys and

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014

pickles, home-reared pork sausages, local apple

juice, wine and cider. As always, the children

will be entertained with crafts, games, and

more.

So please put the date in your diary now and

make sure you come along. Stay for lunch,

take home dinner, and enjoy a wonderful day

out! Clare Simmonds

ASTON CLINTON VILLAGE MARKET

Sunday 11 May, 11-4pm

Aston Clinton School, Twitchell Lane,

Aston Clinton, HP22 5GG. For more infor-

mation, see: www.acvillagemarket.co.uk

To book your place as a stallholder please

email: bookings@acvillagemarket.co.uk

ASTON CLINTON NEWS
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A new life for Green Park Centre

H
ave you ever wondered what goes on at

Green Park Conference and Training

Centre, off Stablebridge Road? You are

probably aware that (until recently) it has been

run for many years by Bucks CC. You may

have guessed (correctly) that conferences are

held and training goes on there. But exactly

what activities would have been a mystery for

most of us.

Green Park

Training & Conference Centre

OUT

Green Park Centre is on the site of what was

Sir Anthony and Lady Rothschild's mansion

and grounds. Following the demolition of the

mansion in the late 1950s, the whole estate was

acquired by Bucks CC for use as a residential

outdoor educational training centre for young

people. Only the stables and entrance lodge

remain of the original buildings. In order to

generate income to support the charitable

activities, corporate and other organisations

were invited to hold meetings, conferences and

team-bonding events and weekends.

With the cutbacks in public finance over

recent years, BCC have found it increasingly

difficult to fund the necessary investment to

maintain and update the onsite facilities.

Last year Bucks CC decided that the public

interest in providing outdoor educational

opportunities would be better served by leasing

the entire 80-acre Green Park site to a Bucks-

based charity called the Adventure Learning

Foundation. As well as Green Park, ALF runs

Longridge, the Thameside adventure learning

centre at Marlow. The charity has also recently

taken over Shortenills outdoor education centre

at Chalfont St Giles which had also been run

by Bucks CC.

ALF have ambitious plans

for Green Park and intend

to continue the policy of

letting facilities to corporate

organisations and others as

an income source. The

impressive facility already

has a fully equipped sports

complex including a 30m

indoor swimming pool with

a 3m deep end, one of the

finest pools in the area.

On the Park site there is a

climbing wall, a ropes

course, a conference hall,

residential accommodation for up to 96 young

people and a restaurant. Their website is well

worth a look at www.green-park.org.uk

Your editor had a tour of the Park earlier this

year, conducted by Amanda Foister, the CEO

of the Adventure Learning Foundation. She

explained that she wanted the people of Aston

Clinton and district to become aware of this

wonderful site and of the educational benefits

available to local children and young people

through organised visits.

Although Green Park is not a public park,

anyone interested in a visit to the park to

discover and explore the network of footpaths

through woodland and parkland is invited to

telephone 0330 303 0101 to arrange a visit.

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014

Alec Just



SPORTS COMPLEX

The Sports Complex building is on the site of the Rothschild

mansion (right). The low wall and stone pillar base in the fore-

ground (above) are remnants of the elegant balustrade that once

fronted the mansion. The encircled portion shows the exact

spot seen from side-on. The lower photo shows part of the

residential block that sits on elevated ground beneath the trees

on this glorious 80-acre site, now to be more widely available.

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014
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Scouting in Aston Clinton: a success story

f you believe what you read in the papers and

hear on tv and radio, you'd be tempted to

believe that youngsters today spend all their

leisure time on computers, smartphones and

tablets. As far as Aston Clinton is concerned,

you'd be wrong!

Although there have been many changes to

Scouting, the principles have not changed much

from the original ideas formulated by Baden-

Powell a century ago. The basic principles of pro-

viding service to others, developing intellectual,

physical, creative and leadership skills still hold

true today.

The Scout troop aims to provide the scouts

with a varied and balanced programme, work-

ing to develop the scouts as a group whilst iden-

tifying their individual strengths.

The Aston Clinton Scout Group (admitting

both boys and girls) is thriving and comprises:

11 Leaders (3 Beavers, 4 Cubs, 2 Scouts and

2 Explorers) plus

⚫ Occasional Helpers and 6 Young Leaders

19 Beavers (6-8 years of age)

21 Cubs (8-10 years ofage)

30 Scouts (102-14 years of age)

⚫6 Explorers (14-18 years of age)

The Scout Group currently meets in the old

Clock School, in the grounds of Aston Clinton

School. Whilst extremely appreciative of both

the Local Education Authority and the school

for the arrangement, they are tenants and have

The Aston Clinton Scout

Group is thriving...

no available access outside the agreed times

and no access at all on weekends. This limits

the programme they can offer the youngsters

and gives them no possibility of setting up or

running a programme over a number of nights.

Access is through the goodwill of the school

governors who are to be thanked for their

support especially on cold winter nights.

The group has participated in many events

over the past twelve months, some of which

you may have witnessed and some you may

not be aware of. You most likely would have

seen us at the Remembrance Day parade and

events such as Christingle. You may however not

be aware that we also participate in a county-

wide orienteering event at Wendover Woods,

the District Swimming Gala at Aquavale and the

St George's Day Parade at Warwick Castle.

Beavers More children want to be Beaver

Scouts than there are spaces available. One new

Assistant Leader has recently been welcomed

to the colony. However, with more support we

could expand the Beaver Colony.

Last term, two-thirds of the colony didn't

miss a single meeting which shows how much

fun they have! The children enjoy a range of

activities including: chip shop walks along the

canal, putting up tents, learning about healthy

eating, following simple maps around Wendover

Woods, learning about the Countryside Code,

building and sailing/flying model boats and

planes, campfire sing-songs, learning about

road, home and water safety and many other

topics.

The aim at every meeting is that the Beaver

Scouts try out new things, keep their Beaver

Scout Promise and have fun.

Cubs Over the past year they have taken part

in a summer camp at Phasel's Wood, a Deer

Walk at Ashridge, visited the WW1 trenches at

RAF Halton, pitched tents at Braid Wood,

attended campfires and visited Aylesbury Fire

Station amongst many other activities. The

cubs continue to achieve their Chief Scout

Silver Awards showing that they have a full

programme of activities.

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 20146



Scouts In the past few years, the scouts have:

camped on an island in the Thames, in the

New Forest and locally at Braid Wood. They

have been to Brownsea Island (the birthplace of

the Scouting Movement) and travelled to

Gilwell Park in Essex. In 2013 seven scouts

from the troop joined Ivinghoe and Pitstone

Scouts on a week's adventure holiday to Iceland.

They have also been active locally: clearing the

churchyard and collecting money with the

Parish Council on the Santa Sleigh.

The scout troop have also achieved some

great successes winning the Cole Trophy, also

winning the District Cooking Competition.

Last summer they travelled to Cheltenham to

THE RBL

"NEEDS

YOU

THE Aston Clinton and District

Branch of the Royal British Legion

wish to increase their membership

and invite you to join.

ALL are welcome as membership is

not only for current or former

service personnel.

For further information contact

Janet Tye on 01296 434866

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

join 3,000 other Scouts, competing in the

Malvern and Cotswold Challenges. All patrols

competed well with one beating the other 193

patrols to win the Cotswold Challenge.

An Aston Clinton scout has been selected as

part of the Buckinghamshire contingent to go

to the World Jamboree in Japan next year.

Success breeds success!

David Wall

Aston Clinton Scout Group Leader

Imagine what the Scout Group could do

if they had a dedicated Scout Hall!

Are our youngsters worth

a brand new Scout Hall?

YOU'VE read (above) of the success achieved

to date with the limited resources available to

the Aston Clinton Scout Group. A proposal has

been floated for a brand-new Scout Hall to be

built, sufficient for not only the scouts but also

to provide extra space for other village activities.

A convenient site in the NW corner of Aston

Clinton Park has been offered by the Parish

Council; preliminary plans have been drawn

up by a local firm of architects and a pilot

Project Team has been assembled. A feasibility

study will be needed to assess the long term

viability of the project. If the benefits are shown

to justify the costs, fund-raising can begin.

The Project would be funded partly through

local support and partly from the National

Lottery or similar grant-giving bodies. With

the increasing population of Aston Clinton,

there is already pressure on existing accommo-

dation. Sooner or later a new building will be

needed. Providing better facilities for our

young people is surely investing for the future.

The greater the expressions of public support

for the Project, the greater the chance that it

will happen. If you would like to register your

support in principle, please email "YES" to:

ac.scouts@yahoo.co.uk

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014

Chairman, Aston Clinton Scout Group

Alan Davis
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What do you see?

S
OME OF US may remember the moving

photographs of Pope Francis praying for

a severely disfigured man (Vinicio Riva)

last November. With a strong sense of love and

compassion he conferred the love of Christ in

these simple gestures of kindness. People

around the world were deeply moved by this

expression of affirmation to human beings

from whom many may turn away in cmbar-

rassment. What did Pope Francis see that others

may not have seen?

In this and similar cases the disability/illness

is very visible, open for everyone to see. Surely

the afflicted bear a significant burden as they

cope with these conditions. People respond with

deep compassion. Working on a small cancer

ward in my earlier days as a nurse, I still have a

very vivid recollection of a lady with facial

cancer who needed to have much of one half

of her face removed. As I sat with her a while

on the night-drugs round, she started talking

about many areas of her life in a very calm and

composed manner and as I sat listening I sud-

denly realised that I no longer noticed her face

"... it is only with the heart

that we can see clearly.

Antoine de Saint Exupéry

because of the beautiful person that emerged

from inside her as she clothed her experiences

in an attractive narrative. What did I see? The

person inside rather than that which meets the

eye.

We sometimes hear the phrase that 'reality is

often more than that which meets the eye' and

Antoine de Saint Exupéry coined the beautiful

phrase 'it is only with the heart that we can see

clearly' (The Little Prince). Whereas the above

examples inform our hearts and minds of a

very obvious condition, there are myriads of

invisible traits, characteristics and disabilities

which are not immediately apparent as we

meet other people. Having often a neurologi-

cal origin, these features are invisible, yet they

can produce powerful repercussions that find

expression in human encounter.

To give but two examples: a BBC report at

the end of last year reminded us of the hidden

condition of Asperger's syndrome ('Susan

Boyle is part of autism's 'invisible generation'),

a condition often associated with children, but

the National Autistic Society estimates that

20% of the adult population may be affected.

This invisible disability has

countless reverberations in

daily life, especially in the

area of social interaction,

where there is often an intense

interest in an object or a

hobby and reduced empathy.

Individuals are often highly

gifted though (Einstein and

Newton are thought to have had this condi-

tion). It often comes as a great relief when

certain characteristics can be identified as orig-

inating from this condition (see life-stories on

the National Autistic Society's website).

Susan Boyle

Another condition is IBS or irritable bowel

syndrome. Again this has a great impact on ac-

tivities of daily life but they are not immedi-

ately observable by others. It often affects

younger people.

All these peculiarities and idiosyncrasies of

character and personality do not give immediate

clues as to the invisible condition underneath

the behaviour we see. These people face multiple

challenges as they try to lead a 'normal life'.

In our encounter with a myriad of different

people throughout our lives, some with charac-

teristics which we may find profoundly irritating,

exasperating or simply puzzling, let us 'see'

beyond that which meets the eye. As Jesus and

Pope Francis did, let us look at the person

inside who is deeply loved by God, no matter

what. Monika Faranda Bellofiglio
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Aston Clinton School

Head: Mrs Helen Shepherd

Sporting dreams

THE legacy from the 2012 London Olympics

seen in school has been a lump sum, called the

sports premium, ring-fenced to develop and

enhance the quality of PE in schools. The gov-

ernment wanted to ensure teachers were given

appropriate training to ensure PE lessons were

of high quality. It was also to ensure that chil-

dren had opportunities to take part in sporting

competitions and to improve children's health

by increasing participation in sports.

At Aston Clinton School we have been put-

ting this money to good use. Since September

2013, we have been offering an increasing

number of children, from across the school,

the opportunity to participate in interschool

competitions. So far these have included sports

such as badminton, netball, tag rugby, football,

dodge ball and swimming.

The children come back to school and share

their experiences in our Friday Praise assembly.

Whatever the competition results, great sports-

manship and team work are shown through the

feedback. They enjoy themselves and are keen

to have another go! With some children, the

most important thing is to win, for others it is

to take part and do their best. We hope to

harness both and win some of the competitions

whilst retaining a spirit of sportsmanship.

We have been increasing the number of

sports clubs we offer to the children and aim to

have something for everyone. The children in

years 1 and 2, and occasionally reception, have

access to a football club, tag rugby and yoga

bugs at lunchtime. In the juniors we have a

netball club, hockey club, football club and

dodge ball. The netball club have used some of

the sports premium money to join the netball

league and to date have played four matches.

The team have learnt a lot about the tactics

needed to be more successful on court. They

know they have to be more assertive and go for

every ball! The hockey club played several

matches all on the same day. The weather was

appalling, but our teams showed grit and

determination and came out victorious.

John Colet School have been instrumental

in helping us provide all these opportunities

for our pupils. Their staff team arrange and

co-ordinate the competitions, with help from

their student sports leaders. They do a brilliant

job and it is greatly appreciated by our children

and staff. An extra benefit of these close work-

ing arrangements is that many of our children

feel very comfortable going to the Colet, which

helps make for a smooth transition when chil-

dren leave us and move on to secondary school.

Finally, our staff are having training in PE.

All teachers are having gymnastics training,

which culminates each term in a gymnastics

presentation to parents. Other training is

accessible to staff, if they request it. Without

the sports premium money, it would be hard

to see how we could fund the amount of train-

ing we are offering staff, as the main focus for

all schools is literacy and numeracy and this

takes up most of the training budgets.

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014
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Aston Clinton, Buckland & Drayton Beauchamp

Horticultural Society

WHEN will it stop raining? I do hope that by

the time you read this the weather will not

only be warmer but drier. The weather has

made it almost impossible to get into our gar-

dens and allotments to even start clearing the

detritus from last year.

The biggest problem is the very high water

table makes it impossible to dig and cultivate

the soil in order to sow seed and plant out

onions and shallots that traditionally go in

first. Kneeling to weed raspberry and other

bushes has resulted in very muddy jeans!

Assuming the ground has dried out by April, it

is not too late to plant potatoes. With Easter

late, the traditional day for planting potatoes is

Good Friday. It was the one day in the year

when labourers were given the day off.

Spring has begun in my garden with the

snowdrops and early daffodils giving a bright

display. In the meantime I and other gardeners

have been sowing seed and starting off the

onions and shallots in pots so that they will

have a flying start when planted out.

Preparations for the Spring Show are progress-

ing and my show daffodils have been brought

into the greenhouse. Whilst not everybody can

concentrate on growing these specialist blooms,

there are plenty of classes for the novice to have

a go from what is growing in the garden.

Our Spring Show and Plant Sale is on

Saturday 12 April at 2pm in the School hall.

Entry night is the previous Thursday 10th April

6-7.45pm at the Anthony Hall. Those of you

who have trophies, please return them to Ken

Halls by entry night at the latest. Full details of

the classes are on the Horticultural Society web-

site. The show includes all the regular features

and classes with a section for children, floral

art, spring flowers, handicrafts and domestic.

There are plenty of challenges for everyone to

have a go and enter something. There are also

teas and a raffle to help defray costs.

Our next talk is on Wednesday 9 April

when Frank Parge will tell us about 'Hughenden

Manor Gardens'. On Sunday 11 May we will

be having a Plant and Produce Stall at the

Village Market, from 11am at Aston Clinton

School. Please bring as many plants as possible

for us to sell. Our following talk is on

Wednesday 14 May when Tisa Mabel, who

lives in the village, will be presenting her slide

show on 'Cape Town to Victoria Falls'.

On Thursday 10 July, the Society is organ-

ising a coach trip to the late Geoff Hamilton's

Barnsdale Gardens. The total cost of the trip

(lunch is extra) is £20. If you are interested,

please contact Diane Kolonko on 01296

631122 (mob: 07930 337253) or you can

email her at dianekolonko@f2s.com

Ralph Weston

Award-winning daffs at the 2013 show
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Aston Clinton Weather Over in Dagnall, in Hertfordshire, up to 27th
February they have had 283.4 mm of rain and

that is 250% above the 6-year average. RW

Aston Clinton rainfall in mm (rounded down)

Jan

2012/13

2013/14

Dec Feb

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

116

Total

198

66

85

45

148

THIS winter's rainfall from the recent storms

has been the heaviest for many years. Here in

Aston Clinton we seem to have escaped the

worst effects of the storms compared with

other places. However we have not escaped

completely-I have had reports of trees coming

down, fences being blown over and lake-sized

puddles on several roads.

Whilst Aston Clinton has not been flooded,

the water table has risen and created flood

pools in my garden (see photo opposite). This is

not surprising since it has been known for a

long time that there are a number of springs in

the village.

Opposite is a table of Aston Clinton rainfall

as recorded by a member of our Horticultural

Society. This winter we have had 200mm (or

just under 8 inches) more rain than usual.

75 and not out!

RALPH WESTON, 75, has just given his 75th

blood donation. He has been giving blood

since the time of his

National Service in the

1950s. He says that it

was a bit like 'you, you

and you will give

blood' from the drill

sergeant. Actually it

was not quite like that.

It was explained why

Emerald

blood donation was needed and afterwards

you were given a bottle of Guinness to drink

in exchange! The idea was that the iron in the

Guinness helps replace the blood. Ralph was

presented with a badge and certificate for his

contribution. He has not been able to give

blood continuously since he started, such as

when he was working in the Falkland Islands.

When working in London he used to go to

the blood donation centre behind Oxford

227

431

Street every three months. From there the

blood was taken directly for use to the London

hospitals. Ralph had to stop giving blood

when he was 70 and then the service changed

the rules and he started again. He still gives

blood two or three times a year and intends to

continue while he remains healthy.

Ralph's blood type is 'B' positive not the

most common 'O' type. According to the NHS

website there is nine days' stock of 'B' positive

or about 4000 units compared with some

20,000 units of Group 'O' positive. Donated

blood is a lifeline for many people needing

long-term treatments, not just in emergencies.

Teams from the NHS are out every day collect-

ing blood from volunteers. Donating blood

does not take long and depends on how fast

the blood flows from your veins.

The science of blood has advanced over the

years. Nowadays your blood will be split into

its main components: red cells, plasma and

platelets that are vital for many different uses.

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014
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ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Getting a part-time job

IT IS NOW TYPICALLY ASSUMED that a

teenager at around the age of sixteen should get

a part-time job to help pay for buses, presents

and alcohol. Growing up, a job seemed to me

a natural, easy thing that anybody could get.

For years, I had a paper round which paid

around Sp per paper through the letterbox, so

naturally one hung-over Saturday morning in

the pouring rain I flipped, jumped on a bus

and handed my CV all around

town. I was fortunate enough to

get a job relatively early on, des-

pite my CV consisting of a few

predicted grades and swimming

certificates, yet I know a lot of my

friends have had difficulty in find-

ing part-time work, especially in

recent times.

A

 
by 
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Recently, I read an article that

claimed that more than 66% of

14-17-year-olds believe negative

portrayals of teenagers in the media

are affecting their job prospects.

From experience, I can easily believe

this. It stated that four out of five

teens felt they were unfairly represented in the

media and this was affecting their chances of

getting a job. The part that I found most

interesting was the analysis of UK newspapers

over 10 years. It found that the words most

commonly associated with teenagers were

'binge-drinking', 'yobs' and 'crime'. Typical.

No wonder the majority of teens feel they can't

find a job if their would-be employers are fed

numerous negative ideas about them.

As a matter of fact, today's teenagers-or

youth, as certain newspapers prefer to dub

them-far from being antisocial hoody-clad

riotmongers are, according to actual statistics,

highly concerned with social issues, keen to

volunteer, take fewer drugs and drink less alco-

hol than previous generations. It seems daft to

me, therefore, that this generation is finding it

hard to find part-time work. Clearly it is hard

for a lot of people in the current economic

climate with jobs being limited and money

being tight, yet it rubs off most

harshly on the group who are

going to be placed at the bottom.

of the priority list: the teenagers.

I have, therefore, compiled at

list of tips that might help first

time job seekers:

TEENAGE

PERSPECTIVE

1. Start looking around towards

the end of summer. This is the

time that all the students going

off to university will be leaving,

meaning loads of openings for

part-time work.

Harty

2. Look presentable when

handing round CVs. In a compet-

itive climate first impressions

stick, and when comparing individuals going

for the same job, they could be the decider.

3. Body language is key. In an interview

don't slouch against the desk or fold your

arms. If you appear genuinely interested and

keen to get the job, that's how you're going to

be remembered!

If it's true that most teenagers today are far

from what they're often portrayed, I hope that

negative stereotypes don't stop them from at

least going out and trying, and striving to turn

that stereotype around.

OUR ADVERTISERS MAKE YOUR MAGAZINE POSSIBLE.

THEY DESERVE YOUR SUPPORT.
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Should Tring Hill have a lower speed limit?

IN THE LAST ISSUE of Village Life I invited

comments from readers on the suggestion that

the 50mph speed limit on Tring Hill should be

lowered to 40mph for safety reasons. A number

of you responded, many strongly in support.

The danger point is at the junction of the

B4009 to Wendover with Tring Hill. Drivers

waiting to emerge from the B4009 are mostly

turning right towards the double-roundabout

to access the A41. Drivers coming from Aston

Clinton tend to accelerate up the hill whilst

those descending the hill are encouraged to

drive up to the speed limit.

The result is that drivers trying to emerge

from the B4009 onto Tring Hill are tempted,

sometimes with limited visibility, to enter

through a brief gap in the traffic stream when

it is unsafe to do so. Combined thinking and

stopping distance at 50mph is much greater

than at 40mph (53m against 36m). In rain,

the distances are greater, of course. A driver

acting on impulse, with perhaps a queue of

impatient drivers behind, might easily stall the

Wendove

engine halfway out into Tring Hill-conceivably

with disastrous results. If a descending driver is

travelling at 40mph, the chance of braking in

time is almost 50% greater than at 50mph.

Remember that a driver at 50mph swerving

into the path of another travelling at the same

speed could equal a 100mph impact force.

It is less than 800 yards from the double

roundabout to the beginning of the 30mph

limit at the foot of Tring Hill. Apart from the

danger described above, there seems little point

in maintaining the limit at 50mph for such a

short stretch of road.

Drivers ascending Tring Hill are encouraged

to accelerate as soon as they pass the 50mph

sign, adding unnecessary pollution to the air

for negligible gain. One is often overtaken up

the hill at speed only to see brake lights show-

ing well in advance of the roundabout.

So far, there have been few serious accidents

at the B4009 junction. Must we wait for a

calamitous one? Please tell us what you think.

Email the editor at alec.just@btinternet.com
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ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Valerie Owen's Anthony Hall memories

H
Taving been forced, due to ill health, to

retire as bookings secretary at the

Anthony Hall at the start of 2014, I have

so many memories of my 38 years in this role.

For several years I was also the general

secretarywhich I often found very daunting

and sometimes felt out of my depth. However,

the trustees and committee members have all

been so supportive that slowly I began to cope

with everything. A few years ago these roles

were shared between two people and I just

continued as bookings secretary. I have made

so many friends amongst the hirers and the

local community and I am very sad to leave.

Another sale was held quite a few years ago

which the organisers had well publicised

around the village. The local police have always

received a copy of each month's bookings and

asked the neighbourhood 'bobby' to keep an

eye on this one. Well before the opening time a

queue of customers, eager for a bargain, had

formed. The sales team were unloading their

wares when the 'bobby' turned up in a police

car, which he parked opposite the hall. Spotting

him, the salesmen immediately re-packed

everything and fled. A rumour went round the

queue of customers that their homes were

being burgled and they too dispersed at a rate

of knots!

One very sad occasion was when an open

disco was held and a teenage girl attendee

failed to return home afterwards. A couple of

days later on a Sunday, two policemen called at

my house to see if I could throw any light on

the situation, which of course I couldn't. The

However, there have been a few 'rogues' with

whom I have had to deal. There was a salesman

who took an unhealthy interest in the painting

of the Rothschild daughters, then resplendent

in the Main Hall. The police were informed and

I heard no more from him.

There was a salesman who took an

unhealthy interest in the painting

of the Rothschild daughters...

policemen were very 'official' in their question-

ing until my daughter came into the room,

whereupon the atmosphere became much more

relaxed as they recognised her as a secretary at

the Aylesbury Police Station. Very sadly the

missing girl's body was later found in a quiet

lane, but I never heard what had really

happened.

Preschool (or Playgroup as it was originally

called) used to keep an imitation cake at the

hall to celebrate the children's birthdays with

candles. Some local youngsters once broke in

and stole this. What a nasty shock they must

have had when they tried to eat it!

There have been several 'celebrities' who

have hired the hall, one of whom was a well

known pop group who wanted to rehearse

there. I am more into classical music and I

obviously offended the caller by asking him to

spell the name of his band - much to the dis-

gust of my teenage children.

Recently, on a couple of occasions, Mark

Webber, the F1 driver, has used the hall to

make some film documentaries about himself.

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014
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Anthony Hall continued

I had hoped he'd give me a lift in his car but

the offer never came!

In 1984 a Victorian-type Music Hall was

held to celebrate the centenary of the Hall. The

place was packed and it was a wonderful occa-

sion, with many people dressed as for that era.
Again, I blotted my copy-book when attending

Aylesbury Magistrates Court in order to obtain
a Special Licence to sell alcohol for this presti-

gious occasion. I was asked what I knew about

alcohol and I had to admit my complete igno-

rance being virtually a teetotaller. After a lot of

discussion the Licence was granted so long as

I handed everything over to a more competent

person.

Finally, I must finish by recording how

beautiful the Anthony Hall now looks, both

Theatre in the Villages

The annual "Theatre in the Villages' programme

brings professional performances to rural

locations across Bucks, giving villages the

opportunity to host and co-promote events

for the enjoyment of their community. Local

organisers are invited to apply for a chance to

participate in the scheme. Anyone interested

should contact Jeannette

Baxter on 01296

630902. The menu

for promoters to choose

from is now available

We need decisions made by

the end of June so that we

can put all the promotion

and publicity in place

ready for the autumn.

This will be the

16th year of the scheme,

which is supported by AVDC in partnership

with Wycombe and South Bucks District

Councils. It is hoped that some really good

shows will be on offer this year.

inside and out, due to all the renovations and

refurbishments recently carried out. I know

there are other improvements being considered

but if anyone has not visited the Hall, do come

Valerie Owenand have a look.

Mobile Library now visits

monthly only

The BCC mobile library now visits Aston

Clinton on the first Friday each month. It will

be at Long Plough 2.05-2.25pm and Twitchell

Lane 2.30-3.35pm.

A date for your diary

The Aston Clinton Community Group, in

partnership with St Michael and All Angels

parish church, are holding a Centenary

Commemoration of the outbreak of the

Great War on Saturday 12th, Sunday 13th

and Monday 14th July 2014. A Flower

Festival, with WW1 themed titles, will be

included together with WW1 memorabilia.

The commemoration event will be held

in St Michael's church. There will also be an

evening of popular music and song from

the last 100 years, to be held in the Anthony

Hall on the Saturday evening.

If you have items of WW1 memorabilia

(medals, letters, posters etc), maybe you

would consider showing the items during

the commemoration event. If so, please give

Mike Collins a call on 01296 632039.

THE CLORY OF GOO

TO

AND IN MEMORY OF THE MEN OF

ASTON CLINTON

WHO FELL IN THE GREAT WAR

BARKER.C

BATES, 0, P.

DOCKS.A.

BRACELEY

1914-1919.

PLITT.J

CUYAL

PRICE, Q.O.

REEVES.G

BORWOOD, P

BORWOOD..

BRANDON,J.C

002XAM.A

ROLPE,GM

GOLFE.A

BURRKAM,E

CARTER A.W.

DODDS, W.

SENGAL J

ZEER J.

MORRIS.A.T.

PAULING, L

PRATY..
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"The Headmaster's OK", said 5-year-old Bryan Rolfe

ASTON CLINTON NEWS

RECENTLY I was perusing the Autumn 1974

issue of The Astonian magazine (see opposite),

a community magazine of the 1970s. I came

upon an article about the then new combined

boys and girls school in Twitchell Lane. At that

time only infants had been admitted and Mr

Warry, the head teacher, was expecting the

juniors to join them a year later.

I was amused to read the author's interview

with two of the children, one of whom was

named Rolfe, a name I had seen on the war

memorial. In fact the name was inscribed three

times, twice in WW1 (see photo on p.15) and

again in WW2. Five-year-old fresh-faced Bryan

Rolfe is pictured in the article (opposite) and

looks to me as though he was a lively lad.

I found myself wondering if, forty years on,

Bryan still lived in Aston Clinton. By checking

the phone book, I discovered that he's now liv-

ing with his wife and family in London Road.

Tom, their 7-year-old son (seen on the right

below) looks to me not so very different from

how his daddy looked in 1974.

Wishing to know if there were any family

connections with the lost Rolfes on the war

memorial, I contacted Bryan who told me that

he believed he was related to them.

Rolfes have lived in Aston Clinton for well

over 150 years. In 1847, it is recorded that a

Joseph Rolfe was one of eight straw plait dealers

in Aston Clinton. Straw plaiting was a cottage

industry in this area with the plaiting sent on

to Luton to be made into hats. Joseph could

well be the grandfather or great-grandfather of

one of the two Rolfes who died during WW1

and whose names are forever remembered on

the war memorial.

Bryan's father, Ken, lives in Weston Road

with his wife. Ken says that Arthur W. Rolfe,

who died in WW2, was a distant cousin.

The 1901 Census records that 16-year-old

George Rolfe lived with his parents in Brook

Street. It seems that he emigrated to

Australia as a young man from where

he found himself on the battlefields

of WW1, never to return. George's

cousin, Arthur, lived in Brook

Street and was also lost in the

Great War. Alec Just

George Rolfe

The Rolfe family of London Road, Aston Clinton can trace their roots in the village back nearly 200 years

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014
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ALL HIS "WARRIES" ARE LITTLE ONES

The School that is going places

Aston Clinton's new combined school

isn't completed yet, and children still have

to cross the hazardous A 41 to the older

buildings - but the renascence has started.

The visitor to the school is impressed, not

only by the relative tranquillity of the

place, but also by the air of industry that

seems to permeate the whole building.

The infants occupy the new school at

the moment and Mr. Warry, the Head-

master, expects the juniors to join them

on the new site in September, 1975.

Mr. Warry, from Haddenham, described

himself as an "old fashioned" teacher -

meaning, of course, that he believes in all

of those virtues that are sometimes lack-

ing in young people today. He encourages

neat hand-writing, for a start! Children

are taught the basic skills of English

before they tackle a piece of extended

writing. Mr. Warry's analogy was with

the footballer who practises skills before

taking part in the big game.

So for the 270 children of Aston Clin-

ton and surrounding villages the standards

are high but what do they think of it

all?

I spoke to pretty blonde-haired Julie

Floyd of Green End Street and she had

no hesitation in telling me, "I like the

work we do and my favourite subject is

maths". When asked what it was tha' he

liked about the school, five-year-old Brian

Rolfe of Weston Road replied, "The

rooms are bright", and as an afterthought

he added "the Headmaster is okay, tool".

According to Mr. Warry, "It takes a

year to settle down", but there are lots of

exciting things going on already. The

older children, looking very smart in uni-

form, look forward to swimming on a

Wednesday and there is a school orchestra

in the making. Several children are learn-

ing to play the violin and some the viola.

14

Mr. Warry is also toying with the idea of

producing a school magazine. He consid

ers it very important that his pupils have

an "audience" for their work.

There is to be a public meeting about

the formation of a group of people in-

terested in the welfare of the school. It

would be a kind of a Parent Teacher

Association but the Staff are not keen on

calling it a P.T.A. The very name would

tend to exclude those people who do not

have children at the school, and this is

not the intention. It is hoped that by the

time you read this, a name has been

decided and a constitution drawn up.

Mr. Warry is a little reluctant to

"advertise" but I think we might be

hearing more about him and about his

village school. The children have instruct-

ed me to inform the village that if you

want to buy a school tie it will cost you

35p or 40p for a 'long one' and

they've got the last word.

John Winter

from the Autumn 1974 issue of The Astonian magazine. The article describes the time that the new

school for boys and girls began to accept infants, with the juniors following a year later. The little

pictured at the lower left caught your editor's eye and prompted the article on the opposite page.

A page combined
imp
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ASTON CLINTON NEWS

Planning application news

We are indebted to Cllr Carole Paternoster

for supplying the following information.

Chapel Drive off Green End Street

Permission has beern refused for 47 dwellings

on the land because the development:

(a) intrudes beyond the settlement into open

countryside; and

(b) has significant adverse visual and landscape

character impact on the area; and

(c) fails to demonstrate that adequate visibility

is achievable at the junction of Chapel Drive

with Green End Street so as to ensure it would

not be detrimental to highway safety; and

(d) lack of a Section 106 Agreement to secure:

the provision of 35% affordable housing on

site; the provision of onsite outdoor play space

and a LEAP✶ and a financial contribution

towards off-site sport and leisure facilities, and

towards education facilities, public transport

and cycling, contrary to AVDLP policies and

NPPF advice.

An appeal has been lodged with the Planning

Inspectorate to be the subject of a public inquiry

anticipated to be held in June 2014. AVDC

will be writing to notify people who have writ-

ten in of the details of the time and date of the

Inquiry in due course.

Any further comments had to be sent to the

Planning Inspectorate by 10 February 2014.

The Inspectorate would have been forwarded

copies of any representations made on the

original application. Watch this space!

Stablebridge Road

The Planning Inspector granted permission for

48 dwellings despite strong objections from

AVDC. The Inspector considered that the pro-

posal would be sustainable, that the provision

of market housing weighs very significantly in

favour of the scheme and that there would be

no adverse harm to the appearance and charac-

ter of the area to outweigh the presumption in

favour of development. The appeal allowed was

in outline form and details of the appearance,

landscaping, layout and scale of the develop-

ment (called 'the reserved matters') are required

to be submitted for approval and are currently

awaited.

*Local Employment Access Provision

RAF Association Aylesbury and Halton Branch

The bar in Building 259 at RAF Halton (first building on the right from the entrance to airfield)

is open to everyone Thursday and Saturday evening 7.30-11pm. Ordinary meetings are held

there on the first Wednesday in every month at 7.30 for 8pm.

Wed 2 April: Social Evening with entertainment. Harry Richards will be playing hits from the 50s

and 60s. Harry's past sing-along evening was very well received. By special request, he will be

presenting another evening, sure to be an enjoyable one. Jean will be running her Special Raffle.

For your diary: On 10 August there will be a BBQ on the lawn.

For any further information please contact:

Ray Mockford on 07771 591 586 or Derf Mockford on 07775 664 064

Please support our advertisers. They make your magazine possible.

When responding to them, remember to mention Village Life.

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014
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BUCKLAND NEWS

All Saints' Church, Buckland

Regular Services:

8 am Holy Communion each Sunday except 1st in month

11am Morning Worship - First and Third Sundays

6pm Choral Evensong - Fourth Sunday each month

10am Midweek Communion each Wednesday

Forthcoming events

Date Time Event Location

Fri 4 April 7.30pm Film Night All Saints' Church

Sat 5 April 10am Produce Stall and Coffee Morning All Saints' Church

Sun 13 April 6pm Choral Evensong for Palm Sunday All Saints' Church

(followed by Annual Parochial Church Meeting)

Wed 16 April 8pm Taizé Service All Saints' Church

Thurs 17 April 7.30pm Last Supper with the Baptists AC Baptist Church

Good Friday 1.20pm Watching and Waiting All Saints' Church

Easter Day 8am Easter Communion All Saints' Church

Easter Day 11am Easter Fire Family Service All Saints' Church

Tues 13 May 8pm Intercessions Workshop All Saints' Church

Sat 17 May

Thurs 29 May

All day Fransiscans' Quiet Day All Saints' Church

10am Holy Communion for Ascension Day All Saints' Church

More details about all these events on the church website: www.allsaintsbuckland.org.uk

ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS of the social

calendar in Buckland has long been The Buck

Pub, held over the last bank holiday weekend

in May. The Village Hall is turned

into a licensed pub for the week-

end. Locals supply and serve

home-made meals and all profits

are donated to charity. The people
of Buckland are thrilled to have

our very own drinking establish-
the

ment. With (fingers crossed) decent weather

and the ability to sit outside in the garden with

friends and neighbours, the bank holiday

becomes a real social treat.

The first year we lived here, my new post-

natal friend (and neighbour) Kate and I were

approached to help out on a

'quiet' lunchtime shift. We pre-

sumed it would be a breeze, after

all the projected number of

covers was only ten and we were

women of the world, recently

arrived in this small idyllic village,

on maternity leave and excited by the prospect

of a challenge that didn't involve persuading

Mum's

word
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BUCKLAND NEWS

[contd. from p.19]

a baby to enjoy pureed courgette. So we laid a

blanket on the grass outside Buckland Village

Hall, deposited our 8-month-olds in the shade

and got busy in the kitchen. That day we pro-

duced and served thirty meals and the gauntlet

was laid down.

Each year since then I have helped in some

way-either by cooking, waitressing or helping

to drink the bar dry. Mr C and I would team

up with pals and come up with ideas such as a

'Greek' themed night with a lamb roasting on

a spit outside and 'Zorba' played on a loop.

The following year, we decided to go Spanish

and, by a stroke of luck, discovered a neigh-

bour at the bar who happened to be an accom-

plished Flamenco dancer. Off she popped for

her costume and castanets and ... bang, topical

LIVE entertainment. Tick!

This year the Pub's chief organiser, Phil,

announced he was taking a well-earned break

and stepping down from the job and without

anyone else prepared to take up the mantle, we

faced the prospect of losing this great village

tradition. And yes, you guessed it, in my

capacity as a person-unable-to-say-no, I put

my hand up and said that Mr C and I would

take it on. What was I thinking?!

So, publicly I invite those of you in Drayton

Beauchamp and Aston Clinton to consider

popping over-Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th

May-for a pint or two and some reasonably

priced tasty grub. Those who have known and

loved the Buck Pub over the years, please bear

with us while we find our feet and try our best

to live up to the reputation that precedes this

lovely village event.

Due to the risk of our kids turning feral

from neglect, this year's Buck Pub will be a

pared down version with reduced opening-

i.e. not open on Friday lunchtime nor on

Bank Holiday Monday. The menus will be at

little simpler but we hope you will join us at

some point, and thank you all in advance for

your support in every capacity.

Kelly Cornish

All Saints Easter decorations

Friday 18 April at 2.30pm

Pots of flowering daffodils needed for window

ledges; twigs and eggs could be added.

Details from Frances: 01296 630072

Buckland's Charity Pub Weekend 2014

THE BUCK
At Buckland

Village Hall

Under new management!

Friday 23rd May - evening only 6-11pm

Saturday 24th May - brunch served 10-12am, lunch 12-3pm. Evening 6-11pm

Sunday 25th May - lunch 12-3pm, 7-10pm bar only

Home-cooked food with a full range of alcoholic & non-alcoholic beverages in a friendly pub setting

Families very welcome

Come and Eat and Drink for Charity!

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014
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St Mary the Virgin, Drayton Beauchamp
Regular Services:

10.45 am each Sunday

8am on first Sunday of month

Forthcoming events

Date Time Event

Tues 15 April 8pm Tenebrae

Location

St Mary's Church

Thurs 17 April 7.30pm Last Supper with the Baptists AC Baptist Church

Good Friday 2.30pm At the Foot of the Cross St Mary's Church

Easter Day 10.45am Easter Communion St Mary's Church

Sun 27 April 10.45am Benefice Service

Fri 2 May All day Simulated Driven Clay Shoots

Sat 17 May 7pm Concert Notus Winds Quintet

St Mary's Church

Painesend Farm, DB

St Mary's Church

More details about these events on the church website: www.s-marys.org.uk

Annual Village Litter Blitz

The Drayton Beauchamp annual litter blitz

will take place on Saturday April 5th. Meet at

Lower Farm at 10am wearing suitable footwear/

wellies and protective gloves. Plastic refuse

sacks will be provided. The customary bacon

rolls and coffee will be provided afterwards.

Obituary for Esmé Southam

Older Drayton Beauchamp residents were sad-

dened to read the announcement, in the Bucks

Herald, that Esmé Southam had died suddenly

at her home in Mickleton, County Durham,

on Sunday February 9th, 2014. Esmé and her

husband Alan lived in Drayton Cottage from

1964 until 2000. They moved to Mickleton to

be near to their daughter Sarah and their

grandchildren. Sadly Alan died three years.

later. Esmé maintained her links with Drayton

Beauchamp and visited annually to see old

friends and neighbours. She will be remembered

as Alan's partner in their car maintenance

business, always welcoming and helpful to

their many customers in the village and from

further afield. They were a vital part of

Drayton Beauchamp and are sadly missed.

Meryl Nodes

Drayton Beauchamp Annual Parish Meeting

The annual parish meeting will be held on Thursday 17th April at 8pm at St Mary's Church,

Drayton Beauchamp.

Please mention Village Life when responding to our advertisers
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Driven Clay Shoots

Driven Clay Shoots will be held at Painesend Farm on Friday May 2nd

and Friday June 27th on behalf of St Mary's, Drayton Beauchamp and

The Wildlife and Game Conservation Trust.

A day of four drives with 500 clays fired at random over each gun.

Enquiries please to Simon Brown at simary.brown@gmail.com

Free-range eggs!

Chris and Alistair Dunbar have been keeping chickens, ducks and a few geese as

a hobby for years. They are now selling their free-range eggs at the gate -

Morgans in Drayton Beauchamp (near the B489 end of the village).

Drayton Beauchamp Annual Concert

AT ST MARY'S CHURCH

Saturday 17 May 2014 at 7pm

NOTUS WINDS

"brilliant performance"

Notus Winds are one of the UK's leading

young and dynamic wind ensembles,

comprising flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon

and horn, and are winners of numerous

awards including the prestigious Patron's

Award at the Royal Academy of Music.

"leaves us spellbound"

Formed in 2011, they have performed in

major venues in London including The

Southbank Centre and Wigmore Hall and

have a busy concert and recording schedule.

For more information about the quintet

see their website: www.notus-winds.com

Programme will include Malcolm Arnold's Sea Shanties, Ibert's Three Short

Pieces and a Piazzolla Tango.

Do join us for an evening of lively music in the superb acoustics of

St Mary's and spread the word among friends, relatives and any young

people you know who have an interest in woodwind instruments.

Tickets £22.50 (for concert, supper and wine)

or £12 (for concert and wine) available from

Rosemary Brooke (01296630446),

Anne Eardley (01296434357/07890798476)

Guy Moores (01442826241)

NB: Notus was the Greek god of the South Wind
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Drayton Beauchamp in the 1940s

IN 1940 DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP news

was welcomed for the first time on to the pages

of what had formerly been the Aston Clinton

Parish Magazine. I am privileged to have been

allowed to study some of these old magazines,

and fascinating reading they make. In a sleepy

hamlet like Drayton Beauchamp with the

church the only public building and no clubs

or societies based here, it is easy to conclude

that perhaps nothing much happens. I sus-

pect, however, that - now as then-a great deal

happens informally even if usually it does not

seem sufficiently noteworthy to merit

tion in a parish or community magazine.

men-

Church news, not surprisingly, features

largely in the Parish Magazines of the 1940s

and the thoughts and personal opinions of

Revd D. J. Scurry Jones, who became Rector of

"Buckland children" misbehaving in

the churchyard and dropping bricks

onto the well chambers...

Drayton Beauchamp in 1940, are often very

clear. He did not agree with uniting two

"separate and independent parishes" and saw

himself as Rector of Aston Clinton AND Rector

of Drayton Beauchamp (not Rector of Aston

Clinton WITH Drayton Beauchamp). He saw

little possibility of Drayton Beauchamp ever

again having its own resident Rector.

However, as the financial position of the

clergy in England was in his view precarious

and the days of Rectors like Henry Burkitt and

Henry Harpur Crewe who could supplement

their salaries from their own private means,

unlikely to return. Having chosen to live in the

Aston Clinton Rectory, Revd Scurry Jones none-

theless remained fond of the Drayton Beauchamp

Rectory which was requisitioned in 1941 for

evacuees and de-requisitioned in April 1942.

Sadly, it lay empty from November 1941 until

the end of the following year, and Revd Scurry

Jones wrote angrily about its dilapidated state-

windows broken, rubbish strewn, and nothing

done by the Rural District Council to restore it

to its former glory. At the same time he was

describing the village church itself as looking

"a little forlorn now", and was much exercised

by the problem of "Buckland children" mis-

behaving in the churchyard and dropping

bricks onto the well chambers which were

being built to supply water to Rectory Farm.

Missing church treasures worried him too -

the font cover had disappeared from St Mary's

and mysteriously reappeared in Stoke Mande-

ville Church; a church banner dating back to

Victorian times and traditionally carried in the

procession had been lost, then found and care-

fully mended, but within a month was missing

again. The choir book rests had vanished, as

had parts of the brasses belonging to the effigies

in the chancel - although these brasses seemed

to have been missing for over 50 years by the

time he wrote about them! Bats were proving

troublesome inside the church, and Revd

Scurry Jones regretted that these unwelcome

visitors could not be persuaded to remain out-

side the building. Continued on p.25

The grave in St Mary's churchyard of Revd Henry

Harpur Crewe (Rector 1860-1883), He was a highly

regarded botanist, known for his snowdrops and

wallflowers.
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IF YOU think you could make room in your home for a child or

children through adoption, find out the full facts - don't rule

yourself out, rule yourself in! There are children waiting for loving

parents like you who can give them the support they need to grow

up into healthy happy adults. Email: adoption@buckscc.gov.uk

Village Life crossword No.4
ACROSS

1. Fiend (5)

Crossword compiled by Helen Lonsdale.

Readers were invited in the last issue to say if they wanted answers

to appear in the current issue. As requested, answers given on p.29

4 & 13. Tring Wild Bird Sanctuary

(7,4)

9. Thinly sliced veg the size of

match sticks (8)

1 2

11

3 5 6

12

10

13 14 15 16

10. Symbol (4)

11. Zodiac sign (6)

15. Land across the pond (3)

)

23. Father and son waltz

composers (7)

24. Gather together (5)

2.

21

23

17 18

22

19 20
3.

5. )

24

6.

7)

16. A set of instructions (7)

18. Equus genus (5)

20. Discoverer of Crete's Minoan

civilisation (5)

DOWN

Solutions to Crossword No.3

Trying to gain excessively (7Owner of landed estate in
Scotland (5)

. Study of the earth (7)

8. Dealers in rare books (1214. Side by side (7)

Across 7. Deduction 9. Gable 10. Green 11. Powerless 12. Totspot 14. Raccoon 16. Arachnophobia

20. Desktop 22. Refined 23. Assemblies 25. Crepe 26. Email 27. Outsource

Down 3. Snowdrop 4. Agaric 5. Oboe 6. Season 7. Digits 8. Input 13. PVC 15. Orienteers

17. Napoleon 18. Oaf 19. Adhere 20. Dealer 21. Tumble 22. Resit 24. Scam

12. Transmit or receive electric

signals (5)

16. Remunerates or coats or

covers seams of a ship ((417. Cut-throat (5)

21. A sharp point projecting (6)

22. Peculiar (4)

Escape by cunning (5)

Aperture or Cavity (7)

Please mention Village Life when responding to advertisers
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Arts
MENTMORE

FESTIVAL

24-26 MAY BANK HOLIDAY 2014

THE MENTMORE ARTS FESTIVAL is

back and 2014 promises to be the best yet.

Live music will be performed in the Village

Hall Garden making this a great day out for all

the family.

There is a children's art competition and last

year there were over 40 entries.

Drayton Beauchamp in the 1940s

Continued from p.23

The year 1943 seems to have seen him in a less

troubled frame of mind and ready to report

on happier events. He begins by describing a

party in December 1942 at the Auxiliary

Hospital (which had been opened in Drayton

Manor) at which patients and their friends

were entertained by the Commandant and his

staff. Six months later, the hospital held a

miniature agricultural show and fête. Although

it is not recorded, perhaps this was the fête at

which the real live Cossacks performed dare-

devil stunts on horseback to the admiration

and envy of local boys.

Revd Scurry Jones was obviously delighted

when the Rectory was "spruced up" in prepara-

tion for the Land Army Girls who moved in at

the beginning of 1943. Before the end of the

year, a garden party (the first of several) was

being held at the Rectory with the Land Girls

and the Aston Clinton Home Guard helping

to organise sideshows, children's sports, tea and

an open-air dance. The village children mean-

As well as promoting local art, the MAF

donates funds raised to local charities and from

the past five events a total of nearly £25,000

has been donated. This year our chosen charities

include the Florence Nightingale Hospice,

St Mary's Church and other local charities.

Venue: Mentmore Village Hall, St Mary's

Church and on the Village Green (LU7 0QF)

Time: 11am-5pm each day

Admission: £2 per adult (incl catalogue)

Children under 16 free of charge

Refreshments: Homemade cakes, sandwiches,

local real ale and other beverages will be

available in the Village Hall Garden.

Entertainment: Live music in the Village Hall

For more information visit www.mentmore-arts-

festival.co.uk or contact Deborah Hall on

07831 707023.

while had enjoyed their own tea party, presided

over by the Rector, at the schoolhouse on the

9th January 1943-a "capital spread" followed

by games and gifts for all.

The road to the church past the schoolroom

had been repaired and the Parish Meeting of

June 1943 of which Revd Scurry Jones had

been elected chairman twelve months earlier

was pleased that "Company water" was to be

supplied to several village houses along with a

"proper sewerage system".

By this stage several local people were serving

in the armed forces and there must have been

much anxiety in the village about their well-

being, but the tone of Revd Scurry Jones's

reports conveys the sense that in Drayton

Beauchamp people were rolling up their sleeves

as they had always done, working hard, and

coping as best they could. Funds were raised,

children and wounded service personnel were

entertained and the home fires were kept

determinedly burning.

What of 1944? That's another story!

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014

Margaret Ross

25



recognUseful telephone numbers

Claire Hill

John Bullard

Name

1st Aston Clinton Brownies

2nd Aston Clinton Brownies

Amersham Hospital

Anthony Hall (Bookings Sec)

Aston Clinton Badminton Club

Aston Clinton Baptist Church

Aston Clinton Parish Council

Aston Clinton School

Aston Clinton U3A

Contact/Line status Telephone no.

See below*

See below*

Janet Brassington

Maureen Davison

Simon Downing

01494 434411

01296 630229

07958 479690

01296 631824

01296 631269

Helen Shepherd 01296 630276

01296 436403

Aston Clinton Youth Club Brian Churchill 01296 630142

Aston Park Tennis Club

Aston Wine Club

Luanda Bury 01296 630169

Penny Ginger 01296 630383

Ballet, Tap and Jazz Classes JoAnn Latus 07800 518654

Ballroom Dancing Yvonne Domican 01296 630467

Baptist Church Hall Valerie Owen 01296 630303

Bowls Club Rosemary Stratfull 01296 631339

Buckland Bridge Club

Buckland Village Hall (Bookings Sec)

Buckland Parish Council

Paula Graves

TBA

Kelly Cornish

0800 1111

Viv Barton 01296 630776

01296 630310

01296 626073

01296 632119

26

Buckland Society

Childline

Citizens Advice Bureau

Cricket Club Mike Parsonage

0870 126 4056

01296 631788

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

Dentists' Surgery 01296 323090

Dial-a-Ride 01296 330088

Doctors' Surgery 01296 630241

Drayton Beauchamp Parish Meeting Meryl Nodes 01296 630396

Electricity emergency

Environmental Health

Environmental Health

Fly tipping

0800 7838 838

Out of hours 01296 585093

Helpline

Hotline

01296 585605

0845 330 1856

Mark Foster 07831 765738Football: Aston Clinton FC

Football: AC Colts

Gas emergency

Green Park Life Saving Assocn

Guides

Halton Singers

High Wycombe Hospital

Ray Lucas 01296 630076

0800 111 999

John Lesingham 01296 622613

See below*

Cherry-Ann Evans 01296 622097

01494 526161
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Name

Highways on Call

Highways on Call

Horticultural Society

John Radcliffe Hospital

Ladies Group

Local Councillors:

Bucks County

Aylesbury Vale District

Aylesbury Vale District

Contact/Line status

9am-5pm

Out of hours

Telephone no.

0845 230 2882

01296 486630

Maureen Ridler 01296 633376

01865 741166

Irene Wharton

Bill Chapple OBE

Carole Paternoster

David Thompson

01296 630195

01296 426814/382095

01296 630710/585717

01296 425656

Aylesbury Vale District

Luncheon Club

Marsworth Pre-School Group

MP for Aylesbury

Neighbourh'd Watch Administrator

Neighbourhood Watch, Buckland

Neighbourhood Watch, DB

NHS Direct

Old Friends

Police

Phil Yerby 07769 621507

Marion Richards 01296 630577

07506 179658

020 7219 3432

01296 396262

David Lidington

Helen Thomas

Edwin Domican

Elizabeth Dutton

Selly Clarke

01296 630467

01296 631613

0845 4647

Pre-School

RAF Association (local branch)

RAF Halton (Mon-Fri)

RAF Halton

Rector

Royal British Legion

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers

SSAFA Forces Help

Stoke Mandeville Hospital

Tot Spot (Baptist Church)

Jo Johnson

Trading Standards

Veterinary Centre

Women's Institute

Water emergency

01296 630207

Non emergency 101

01296 632672

Selly Clarke 01296 630207

0800-1700hrs 01296 656367

At all other times 01296 656211

Revd Elizabeth Moxley 01296 632488

Janet Tye 01296 434866

David Wall 01296 632142

Ann Smith 01296 631030

01296 315000

Nicky Downing 01296 631824

0845 4040506

01296 630600

Anne Floyd 01296 434372

0845 9200 800

* To register an interest in joining the Brownies or Guides, visit www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

Any error or omission in this list should be notified to the Editor

Police information

The Police Constables who have been assigned to this area are Thomas Piercy and Jo Smith. They are

supported by four PCSOs. Wendover Police Station is open to the public: Tuesday to Thursday,

10am-2pm. The non-emergency number is 101. For real emergencies the number is 999.

More information at www.thamesvalley.police.uk
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Whitechapel Mission
THE WHITECHAPEL MISSION is a charity

founded in 1876, dedicated to providing a life-

line to those caught in the cycles of poverty,

hopelessness and dependencies of many kinds,

and to seeing their lives transformed to hope,

joy and lasting productivity. The Whitechapel

Mission believe that everyone deserves a

chance, regardless of their background, race or

religion and that they can make a positive and

lasting difference to the homeless who ask for

their help.

to purchase these most basic of items.

During the late summer St Michael's Church

collects gifts of clothing and food as part of our

Harvest Festival. The gifts are blessed in church

before being collected by the Whitechapel

Mission to help the homeless and rootless of

London; specifically street sleepers. The food

we collect is mainly tinned and suitable for the

breakfasts they serve every day of the year.

Normally, the Harvest collections of tinned

food that they receive from many churches and

schools and other donors are sufficient for a

whole year, until the next Harvest time. Last

September's contributions, particularly tins of

baked beans and tomatoes, were insufficient and

the Mission has to delve into its cash reserves

The Mission has sent us a plea for additional

supplies, not only for baked beans but for a

number of commodities including biscuits,

cereals, pot noodles, toiletries etc. St Michael's

has been collecting clothing and tins of food

during February. Frank Wagner from Brook

Street has taken the donations to the Whitechapel

Mission in London. He has also booked a new

breakfast challenge with Whitechapel on

Thursday 8th May for up to six volunteers from

St Michael's and the wider benefice. Those who

go have to be at the Mission by 6am to prepare

and serve breakfast at 8am for up to 300 people.

Afterwards, there is the washing and cleaning

up to be done. The Mission relies on volunteers

for this service throughout the year.

If you wish to join Frank on 8th May, please

contact him on 01296 630029. If more than

six want to take this opportunity, then Frank

will organise other sessions later in the year.

This is an ideal challenge for 5th and 6th

formers during their holiday breaks.

You can help too by collecting clothes and

food items for our next Harvest contribution

in September. The items that the Mission needs

most of all are normally listed on each of the

churches' notice boards. Ralph Weston

A small part of the food collected by the parishioners of Aston Clinton for the Whitehall Mission in London

Flakin
as

BAKED
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siasssHold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord

injured people rebuild their lives after injury spinal injuries association

Great British Fish and Chip Supper-

Friday 16th May 2014

Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip

supper on Friday 16th May 2014 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord injury

and supporting SIA's vital services.

You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a

larger supper at your local community centre.

SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invita-

tions and donation envelopes. By inviting 8 friends and asking them to donate an

additional £5 means you will raise at least £40 from your supper but we will also

give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.

In 2014 SIA is celebrating its 40th anniversary and so we want to make the

batter matter and raise £25,000 from everyone holding suppers. Last year we

raised £12,500 from the suppers.

The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association

offer support to individuals who become paralysed and their families, from the

moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives, by providing services

and publications which enable and encourage paralysed people to rebuild lives.

Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and

there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone.

Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth Wright, says, "The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful

opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. We are also encouraging people who work to

hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local

community group wanting to run a fun evening with your group".

For more information or request a fundraising pack, call Elizabeth Wright

on 0845 071 4350 or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit

www.siafishandchips.co.uk

Solutions to Crossword No.4

sueчenbдuy '8 Або 2 лет 9 бирешело 'Ѕ ВОНО Є арп имо

ssewyssner og 2 que 1 Joze

shed '91 Vsn of een
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J. Workman

CARPENTRY &

BUILDING Services

mob 07725 644963

All aspects of Carpentry

and General Building

Call:

07725 644963

01296 583296

lattisdf
Design and Function

visit

james.workman@aol.com

www.lattisdf.com

Email:

Design Service

logos, cards, flyers, posters

brochures, book & CD covers

for t-shirts, bags, etc

Quality A2 Printing

Framed art for sale

Annie Edwards

07545 096956

Steve Yate

07730 987745

The Pilates House
BODY CONTROL PILATES

ANGELA WAGNER || ASTON CLINTON

New private classes on

the Allegro 2 Reformer

call 01296 630029

email angella@thepilateshouse.co.uk

www.thepilateshouse.co.uk
BODY CONTROL

Back4Good PILATES
Register
of

Exercise

Professionals

BODY CONTROL

PILATES
CERTIFIED TEACHERS

Back Care

The Charity for Healthier Backs
BackCare Professional
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we clean

carpets
...beautifully!

15% OFF

FREE

STAINGUARD
✓ Carpets

✓ Upholstery

✓ Leather

Hard flooring

✓ Mattresses

✓ Rugs

Local family business in HP22

Most carpets dry in 1-2 hrs

Wool, child & pet SAFE

Over 20 years' experience

•Fully insured & CRB checked

Call us on

01296 706011 Checkatrade.com
Where reputation maters

For our latest offers & more visit our website

abrighterhome.co.uk

Garden

Genie

Call Genie on

07931 307912

Salt Fumishing Cane

CAP

Creating the garden

you wish for

• Maintenance, both

regular and one-off

Design and advice

service

money:course

gardengenie1@gmail.com

RHS qualified

A free course to help

you manage your

money better and to

learn to budget,

save and spend well.

We are team at Aston Clinton Baptist Church running a revolutionary money

management course every month. The 3 session programmes are on Monday evenings

from 8.00-9.30 p.m. and are free of charge. Refreshments are also provided.

The course is designed to help you acquire budgeting skills using a cash based system

that works. We can also enable you to gain control over your finances should

you be in debt, or you simply need to manage your finances more effectively.

For further details call: Keith Loxley

on 01296 630005 or e-mail:

keith.loxley@btinternet.com

CAP is a national charity, working across the UK to lift people out of debt and to ald financial management
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Brown & Merry

T. J. Lyons Restoration

Furniture and Piano Repairs &

Restoration

Antique and Modern Furniture

French Polishing

Cabinet Repairs

Paint Effects

Early and Modern Pianos

Part and Full Restoration

Action Repairs

Re Stringing

Case Repairs

Tring Market

Auctions

Established 1832

Auctioneers & Valuers of

Antique Furniture,

Collectibles & Fine Art

Terry Lyons

07762 560522

01296 622135

Fortnightly Sales & General Furnishings & Effects

Bi-monthly Fine Art Sales

Total & Part House Clearance Specialists

Valuations for Sale, Insurance, Taxation,

Probate & Family Division

BUYING OR SELLING,

CONTACT US ON:

www.tjlyonsrestoration.co.uk

Email: terry@tjlyonsrestoration.co.uk

Tel: 0144 2 826446

Fax: 01442 890927

KY Green

Funeral Directors

We are proud to have been serving the local

community of Aylesbury for over 200 years.

Providing a choice of funerals and

memorials to suit all budgets. Our arrangers

can also offer help and advice with pre-paid

funeral planning.

For details of your local branch or to

arrange a home visit please call

01296 482041

The Market Premises, Brook Street, Tring. Herts

www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk

Here for you, whenever you need us, 24 hours a day.

Nick Cutler,

Senior Funeral Director

www.kygreen.co.uk
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CHILTERN CURTAINS

& BLINDS

Beautiful Fabrics Brought To Life

Curtains Pelmets Roman Blinds

Professionally Hand Made at Reasonable

Prices from Customers Supplied Fabric

Free Quotations & Hanging

Venetian Roller Vertical Blinds Supplied

Installation Fitting Service

Design Advice Available

Personal & Friendly Service

Letters of Referenceof WorkPortfolio

P Greville

Property Maintenance

Painting & Decorating Specialist

Carpentry

Alterations & Relining Service

Contact Trisha

01296 681660

Mill Lane Wingrave Bucks

All carpentry & joinery repairs

Door/window fitting & security locks

Kitchens, flooring

Fascias, guttering & fencing

Painting & decorating - extemal & internal.

25 yrs exp 12 yrs Local Authority/

Age Concern (Harrow)

approved contractor

All work undertaken

Reliable and professional small local

business

Free no obligation estimates

Tel: 01296 632008

Mobile: 07973 408639

Aston Clinton Plumbing & Heating

SAME DAY
SERVICE

All aspects of Plumbing & Heating

including oil & gas fired systems

• New Cylinders Cold Water Tanks

• Power Flushing

Taps & Ball Valves

Radiators • Boiler Servicing & Repairs

24/7 Breakdown Cover

CORGI

säfe

551896

OFTEC

C7145

Established 1978

www.astonclintonplumbingand heating.co.uk

Aylesbury
customers
01296 350034

Aston Clinton customers

Tel: 01296 350034

Mobile: 07860 301576

Email: andrewhatcher55@aol.com

01442

Tring

customers
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AYLESBURY'S

BLUE RIBBON CHAUFFEURS

Friendly Executive Taxi Service

Airport transfers, Ports, Train Stations, London,
Oxford & Milton Keynes

Children with oar soats, Wheel Chairs, Pets, young

and wise are all very welcome

Please Contact Chris Beaujeux

Tel: 01296 381593 Mob: 07763 492504

Email: info@blueribbonchaufieurs.co.uk

Web: www.blueribbonchauffeurs.co.uk

or 01296 632293

more info.for

MJ

Happy Walks Ltd

We offer dog walking,

doggy day care and

home-from-home

boarding services.

Contact us on

07769 779424

Smart Services

Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior

Repairs and General Maintenance

Domestic, Commercial & Tenancy

Licensed and Insured

bring happiness and

enjoyment to your dog

when you can't be there.

References available

Considerate, clean, tidy and 100% reliable

Thorough clean up at the end of each and every day

Call us today on 01296 631093 or 07546 567 530

info@mjbsmartservices.co.uk

www.mjbsmartservices.co.uk
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PATIOS

FENCING

DRIVEWAYS

Decking

Ponds

Brickwork

Pergolas

Hedgecutting

RACQUET

RE-STRINGING

SERVICE

Tennis Badminton Squash

Full restring from £12

TOWN

&

COUNTRY

LANDSCAPING

01296 623844

07815946340

www.tc-landscaping.co.uk Tel: 01296 631358

FARM PE.MEAD SHOP
Sons Open 7 Days

Dry Logs

Pre Packed Coal.

Calor Gas

Heygates Animal Feed

Pet Supplies

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Home Produced Beef & Lamb

Locally Sourced Produce

Free Range Eggs

Tea Room

Gifts

Plants

Home Produced chiltern rapeseed oil

Tel: 01442 828478 www.pemeadandsons.co.uk

Wilstone, Nr Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 4NT
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INDEPENDEN
The Oak

Aston Clinton

welcomes you!

EST

FULLERS

• Traditional Friendly English Village Pub

Great Ales-award winning beers

THE OAK

Food served Midday to 9pm 7 days a week

Regular themed food evenings

Monthly Quiz Night

Weddings/Parties / Group bookings

Hog/Lamb Roast & BBQs for events

Visit

www.TheOakAston Clinton.net

for details

119 Green End Street | Aston Clinton | Aylesbury | Bucks | HP22 5EU

T: 01296 630466 | E: info@TheOakAstonClinton.net

Looking for your next holiday

ACTIVITY & ADVENTURE

BEACH OR CRUISE

CITIES & SHORT BREAKS

ESCORTED TOURS

FAMILY HOLIDAYS

LUXURY & SPA

SAFARI & WILDLIFE

SHOW & SKI

TAILOR-MADE

VILLAS & APARTMENTS

WEDDING & HONEYMOON

We can find it for you
Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency

•Extensive experience to arrange every detail

Using fully bonded tour operators

-No Booking Fees

Travel Impressions
A World of Experience

01442 890265

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Hertfordshire. HP23 4AF
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E. Sharp (Electrical) Ltd

Electrical Contractors

Trelawney, Stablebridge Road,

Aston Clinton

M. D. MARRIOTT

Tel: 01296 630231

Painting, Decorating

and Colour Design

Professional & reliable service

Mobile: 07958 430 533 and 07908 062 910

Salut!
French English

Spanish - English

Tel: 01296 630576

Jessica Evett

Translation Services

e:jessica.evett@hotmail.co.uk

128 London Road, Aston Clinton

Merryweather Mowers

Sales Service - Repairs

54 Brook Street, Aston Clinton

Tel: (01296) 631918 or

631349

Proprietor: lan Stiles

Sewing Machines

Sales, Service and Repairs

60 Green End Street, Aston Clinton

Tel: 01296 630524

N.R. Green

PROPRIETOR: M JOHNSON

MIKE & KYM

Painters and Decorators

Husband & wife team

224 London Rd, Aston Clinton, HP22 5LE

Professional finish Friendly reliable service

Aston Clinton based

Builders Plumbers Decorators

Tel: 01296 631922

Mobile: 07778 153975

conard Ltd.

RD Leonard Ltd

Fencing and Gates

Other work also undertaken

Contact Richard on

07875723201

rdleonardltd@gmail.com

G. O'CALLAGHAN

TREE CARE

Tel: 01296 632341

FULLY QUALIFIED, INSURED ARBORIST

ALSO HEDGE WORK, STUMP GRINDING

AND PLANTING

01296 613529 AND 07767 795883

www.gocalltree.com

208 Wendover Road, Weston Turville, Bucks

Lucas Fuels
KEROSENE GAS OIL DERV

lan Jackson

20 St. Edmunds, Berkhamsted, Herts. HP4 2HT

E: lucosfuelsupplies@hotmail.co.uk

Director/Driver

T: 01442 874653
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CATE LOMAS Cook

Home-cooked food for all occasions,

family meals for the freezer or

simply supper for one or two.

Tel: 01296 630166

Mobile: 07976 597556

Need help with book-keeping?

Accounts admin. tax

returns VAT returns...

References available

Aston Clinton area

Louissa McIntosh

Tel: 07958 399338

WEBSITE http://louissamcintosh.wordpress.com

Please mention Village Life when

responding to advertisers

NCEI

APPROVED

CONTRACTOR

Advertise your
business in

Village Life
The community magazine delivered

free every other month to almost

2000 homes in Aston Clinton,

Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp.

Whole page £300

Half page £150

Quarter page. £75

£35One-Tenth page

These rates are all you pay for

SIX insertions. Rates for colour

and single insertions on request.

Email: lonsdales@hotmail.co.uk

MJ Electrical

Engineering Ltd

Our more!

Local Electrical Contractor

friendly team can help with the following &

Rewires & alteration

New builds & extensions

Electrical testing & inspection

Consumer Units

Small electrical jobs

Do contact Michael with any enquiries

01296 632369

michael.j.fryer@talk21.com www.mj-electrical.co.uk

14, Rosebery Road, Aston Clinton, HP22 5JY
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Marsworth

Pre School

Marsworth Millonnium Hall. Vicarage Road. Mareworth HP23 4LR

Tel: 07506 179658 Email: onquiriot@martworthproschool.org.uk

Marsworth Pre-School, held at Marsworth

Millennium Hall, is a very popular village

pre-school with an outstanding reputation,

attracting children from a wide area.

Sessions available for ages 2 to 5 years,

FULL or PART days

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday

Morning Session: 9am-11.30am

Lunch Club: 11.30am-12.30pm

Afternoon Session: 12.30pm-3pm

For further information, details of funding,

session availability or to arrange a visit,

please call 07506 179658 or visit our website

www.marsworthpreschool.org.uk

RENEW

Deep Clean

Your Carpets

only £25 (inc VAT)

Price includes:

• Rewires

Fuse Boards

Extra Circuits

• Extra Sockets,

Switches

• Downlighters

48 hrs hire of the Karcher Puzzi

100 Carpet Cleaner

1 litre RENEW Shampoo

(2-4 rooms)

Delivery/collection

by arrangement

Contact: Fred Harrison

on 01442-874720

E-mail: fred@fhltd.co.uk

CIRCUITFIX
KEEPING YOUR ELECTRICS CURRENT

• PAT Testing

• Periodic Inspection and

Testing

• Landlords Certificates

• Replacement Light Fittings

Smoke Alarms

• Extensions

• Power to Sheds,

Garages, Lofts

• CCTV, Security,

Access Systems

Tel: 01296 630124 or Mobile: 07825 747773

Email: steve.rozental@circuitfix.co.uk

Website: www.circuitfix.co.uk

N CEICNİCE

Part P Registered

VILLAGE LIFE APRIL/MAY 2014 39



we clean

ovens

...amazingly!
£10 OFF
YOUR OVEN
CLEAN

Beautiful
hands

& feet
by

Cordelia

Cordelia can transform your nails. With 10 years experience

in nail care, specialising in Bio Sculpture Gel and Gelish, she

creates beautiful, strong, glossy natural looking nails that

last up to 3 weeks (6 weeks on toes).

Available in many colours which dry instantly, does not

chip or smudge and removal is quick and easy.

So go on and pamper yourself, call Cordelia to book

an appointment. 07776 182769

✓ Ovens

✓ Hobs

✓ Extractors

✓ BBQs

✓ Agas & ranges

✓ Fridge Freezers

Local family business in HP22

Non toxic non caustic

Ovens can be used straight away

Fully insured & CRB checked

Call us on

01296 706011

A Cleaner Oven
.com

part of

Checkatrade.com

abrighterhome.co.uk
Oven, Carpet & Soft Turning Cl

RLR THERAPY

Pilates

(Classes, 1:1, Small Groups, Reformer and Small Equipment

Training)

Massage Therapy

(
Sports, 
R
e
m
e
d
i
a
l

, 
H
o
l

i

s
t
i

c

)

Contact

Ruth Reid MFHT

Info@rir-therapy.com

www.rlr-therapy.com

07736 438443
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PORTMAN

healthcare

ASTON CLINTON

dental clinic

Our Clinic provides a range of general

dental services in a comfortable

and relaxing atmosphere.

All aspects of dentistry provided including:

Implants

Tooth whitening

Invisalign

Somnowell

Same day Cerec Crowns, Veneers and Inlays

Same day emergency appointments

Patients are welcome to join our payment plan

to help spread costs and enjoy savings

We also provide treatment for improving the

appearance of facial lines.

1A Stable Bridge Road, Aston Clinton, HP22 5ND

Tel: 01296 323090

website: astonclintondentalclinic.co.uk

Established 19 years
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PERSONAL TRAINER

XXX
REPS

helenmulhallpt@yahoo.co.uk

http://helenmulhallpt.sharepoint.com

Footworks
"Bring the clinic to your home"

Corns - Ingrowing Toenails - Verrucas-

Nail Cutting-Athletes Foot etc.

Caroline Royce MCFHP MAFHP

Tel: 01296 485575 or

Mob: 07904 377262

Evening appointments available.

Barnowls

Nursery & Out of School Care

Amelia

MARQUEES

Marquee hire for all Occasions

Tel: 07756 152 795

MOTIVATION & THE KEY TO SUCCESS

07508 638968

Contact Claire/Nila on 01296 632692

8 New Road, Aston Clinton

and AC School

enquiries@barnowlsnursery.co.uk

Interior

• Custom entertainment furniture

Home office

• Real wood & laminate flooring

laid /repaired

.Timber window repair/

replacement

. Coving supplied and fitted

⚫ Decorating

www.ameliamarquees.co.uk

ameliamarquees@hotmail.co.uk

Please mention Village Life when responding to advertisers

ABODE SOLUTIONS

Cabinet Making and Joinery

⚫ Doors supplied/fitted

⚫Kitchen installation/upgrade

• Stud walls erected

Stairs refitted / repaired

Exterior

⚫ Timber window & door

installation/repair

Fence erection / repair

Sheds designed / built

Playhouses

• Decking

• Raised flower beds

Bespoke Hutches / Coops

• Painting

• Timber gates/garage doors,

repaired/replaced.

Professional design, build and installation service.

Call or email James for more information:

07730 574466 (day time) 01296 660605 (evenings)

Jamescato@abodesolutions.biz
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Awnings, Shutters.

Conservatory Blinds.

Wood Venetian Blinds.

Velux & Roman Blinds,

Curtains. Fabrics.

Pelmets. Trimmings.

Cushions. Wallpapers,

Tracks & Poles

Elizabeth I. Cort

Elizabeth Lee
BERKHAMSTED's BLIND & CURTAIN SPECIALISTS

Friendly, personal service

Local family company

Over 20 years' experience

98 High Street

Berkhamsted

Come and have a coffee at

our showroom and browse

through the new ranges

PLUMBING AND

HEATING ENGINEER

FREE MEASURING

& LOCAL FITTING

01442 384567

L.V. Holman

GAS SAFE and ACOPS regd.

(opposite The Gatsby)

HP4 2BL

www.elizabethleeblinds.co.uk

Tel: 01296 770055 or

Mobile: 07798 792539

24 hour service

Bowerman

Building Services

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE QUOTATIONS & REFERENCES AVAILABLE

TRUST

MARK

Office: 01296 660475

Mobile: 07747 847096

leigh@bowermanltd.co.uk Government Endorsed Standards

FMB
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TELNIK

ROOFING

LIMITED

Specialists in the repair and renewal

of all types of roofing issues

"Trustmark' approved contractor

Tel: 01296 631230

Mobile: 07885 770404

Email: info@telnikroofing.co.uk

www.telnikroofing.co.uk

36 Beaconsfield Road

Aston Clinton, Bucks HP22 5JX

SFRC POLYROOF

Classically-trained, qualified and

motivating piano teacher.

Excels at teaching children

from as young as 4.

Classes individually tailored, to maximise

potential and enjoyment in the shortest

space of time. More experienced pianists

can learn the art of improvisation and the

joy of playing by ear. CRB-checked.

Also available to play at weddings and

events: www.perfectweddingpianist.co.uk

Please call 07957 654180 or email

clarelonsdale@gmail.com for further details.

Lessons are £15 per half hour

or £30 for the hour, in the local area in

teacher's or student's home

LEARNING PIANO CAN BE FUN!

Buckland

Landscapes
Home Farm, 61 The Green,

Aston Abbotts, Buckinghamshire, HP22 4LY

THE COMPLETE GARDEN SERVICE

DESIGN

Complete Landscape Schemes

Plans prepared for Planning Approval

Tasteful Planting Plans

MAINTENANCE

Private & Commercial Maintenance

CONSTRUCTION

Terraces

Garden Walls

One-off work

Paths & Driveways

Ponds & Watercourses

Tree Work & Pruning

Pergolas & Timber Work

Rock Gardens

Fencing

Turfing

Planting

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN BY TRAINED STAFF

FOR PROMPT SITE VISIT AND FREE QUOTATION

PLEASE CALL 01296 680350
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impactBUTLERS

SPECIALISTS IN AIRPORT & LONG DISTANCE JOURNEYS

* FIXED PRICES WHAT WE QUOTE IS WHAT YOU PAY

* NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE FOR WEEKENDS,

* OPERATE 24/7

01296 583577

You want...
Vehicle graphics

Great Prices...

we guarantee it

making it all add up

Branded garments

BANK HOLIDAYS OR UNSOCIAL HOURS

*ACCOUNT FACILITIES WELCOMED

FOR A BOOKING OR A QUOTE

Business printing

PLEASE CALL US

Expert Advice...

est. 1994
Banners

& much more...

Great Products...

guaranteed quality

EMAIL: BUTLERSCARS@GMAIL.COM

WWW.BUTLERS-PRIVATE-HIRE-CARS-AYLESBURY.COM

BAS
ASSOCIATES

●Self Employed

All this... fast

01296 488902

www.impactsignsolutions.co.uk

Impact Sign Solutions Ltd, 22-23 Rabans Close,

Rabans Lane Industrial Park, AYLESBURY, Bucks HP19 8RS

O

Accountancy Services
Small Business Specialists

We offer a professional service that saves you

time, money and hassle.

Small Limited Companies Individuals

Tax Returns, Annual Accounts, Corporation Tax.

Start-up Advice, Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll.

Friendly & Professional Service

Fixed Fees

Free Initial Meeting

Appointments To Suit You

Tel: 01296 632275

Email:info@basassociates.co.uk/www.basassociates.co.uk

46 Long Plough, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire, HP22 5HB.
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Lindsay

Green
K-LIN MAKING WOOD WORK FOR YOU

fitted kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms & studies.

cabinet making & freestanding furniture.

solid, engineered, laminate & vinyl flooring.

joinery, interior & exterior woodwork.

project management.

office: 01296 612606

mobile: 07748 903748

e-mail: lindsay@k-lin.co.uk

web: www.k-lin.co.uk

Unit 9 Alma Road Industrial Estate, Alma Road, Chesham, Buckinghamshire. HP5 3HB

Emergency call-out, including evenings & weekends

Aston Computer Care

Over 12 years experience

HELP

Data recovery

Virus removal & system repair after attack

Computer upgrades, internet setup, network setup

Sales of new & used PCs, laptops & accessories

Phone support & remote access available

Computer repair at all levels, including laptop screens,

power jack-sockets, etc

For an initial no-obligation assessment call:

Rob Rundle on 01296 632704 or 07884 073747 E-mail: robertrundle88@hotmail.com
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Design and build

An all in one service taking

your construction related

project from a simple idea to

completion and handover.

We help develop your brief

and tailor the scheme to suit

your requirements.

Sectors we work in

⚫ Residential

⚫. Developers

⚫ Schools

Public buildings

• Councils

OLD BELL
Construction Company Ltd

• Internal refurbishment

Extensions

Restoration

New build

°

.

.

Repair and maintenance

Facilities management

Project management

Surveying

www.tobcc.co.uk

email us at info@tobcc.co.uk

call us on 01296 630 167

G. Cooke-Willing Est. 1989

Grass cutting & Garden maintenance

A regular and reliable service for

Aston Clinton and the

surrounding area.

Call Gef on

01296 632522 or

07961 057355
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HANDSonHANDYMAN

Property Maintenance & Gardening.

From installation of shelving to the erection of fencing, sheds

and greenhouses. Changing tap washers to fitting bathrooms

or kitchens. General carpentry, painting and decorating.

Clearing out existing guttering to fitting replacement UPVC

fascia, soffits or guttering. Locks or doors fitted, stud walls

built, tiling or just completion of that unfinished job!

NO JOB TOO SMALL. Liability insured, References available

Call Dave for a free quote on

01296 392667 or 0795 2280865 alternatively

email dave.denton1@ntlworld.com

web www.handsonhandyman.co.uk

Smashing Windows

Window and Door repairs

Misty or broken windows?

We also repair door

panels and Patio doors!

Hinges & handles

Cat flaps fitted

BU WITH

NFIDE

SECONDARY GLAZING

Add Lead or Georgian bars for a new look?

It is not too late to fit

secondary glazing!

Keep your frames...

just change the glass!

Great designs for all windows.

Double Glazing not possible?

Listed building or pinched lead?

On a busy road?

or visit our website for a free online estimate

Keep the warmth in and the noise

out!

www.smashingwindows.com!

Call for details

01296 630650
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Chauffeur driven

business or leisure luxury travel

for up to six people

Airports

Theatres

Restaurants

Hotels

Special Occasions

ExecutiveV Executi
oyage

Corporate Meetings etc

Tring Hertfordshire

HP23 4ES

01442 400 406

Freephone

080 818 00 919

www.executivevoyager.co.uk

R&G King
GENERAL BUILDERS

GROUNDWORK BRICKWORK

CUT ROOF SPECIALIST

Extensions Alterations Driveways Refurbs

rgkingltd@outlook.com

TELEPHONE:

01296 630896 07815 798559
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The

Rhubarb
Khub KUST

CAFE

Open at St Michael's Church, Aston Clinton

every Monday afternoon from 2.30 to 4.30pm.

Serving tea and coffee with delicious freshly

baked cakes, come rain or shine

CHIROPODIST

Wendy Hilliard

Jazrise

MSSCH MBCHA

ICRAVE

Member of the British Chiropody Association

Registered with the Health Professions Council

my workout

"I crave Jazzercise because it makes

me feel rejuvenated and stress free."

For a home visit

for nail cutting, treatment

of corns and hard skin etc.

Please telephone

01296 630189 or

07969 741 792

-Piper. 35

WESTON TURVILLE SCHOOL

Tuesday & Thursday 7.30pm

NEW !!

WILSTONE VILLAGE HALL

Monday 9.30 am

Tuesday 6.00 pm Low Impact

Wednesday 9.30 am

Thursday 9.45 am Low Impact

Friday 9.45 am

Saturday 9.30am NEW !!

Other ,

07900 987230

www.jazzercise-uk.com

classes available in Tring. HaltonWendover, Aylesbury, Bierlon,
Cheddington & Pitstone

www.facebook.com/

Jazzercise Bucks Beds Herts
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FR JEFFERY

Coal Merchant

.

•

• Coal & Smokeless Fuel

Logs & Compost

Also parts for grates

Delivered to your door

at low prices

Contact:

Rex & Carol Jeffery

01296 661258

Approved

COAL
Merch

Commercial | domestic end-of-tenancy

AGA RANGE BBQ EXTRACTOR

CARPET RUG UPHOLSTERY

Fully insured | Extreme care |Best results

£5

OFF

Call

Warren on

01442 827 899

07780 865 632

TO SERVING

OVEN AND CARPET

CLEANING

your

clean

with this promotion Clean

La Vita
HAIR DESIGN

5a London Road, Aston Clinton

Handbags AccessoriesScarves

Ladies Hairdressing

Call Teresa or Nikki on 01296 633335
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Wasp Nests Rots ond Mice Insect Control

BTP Environmental Services provides a full range of

Pest Control and Wildlife Management Services

Tel. 01296 630934

BTP

environmental

services d

WHITEPRINT

PRINTER OF THIS MAGAZINE

www.btpenviro.com

Fully Insured Fully Qualified

Licensed Waste Corrier

FOR A RELIABLE & INEXPENSIVE

PRINTING SERVICE

Work Guaranteed

Domestic and Commercial

Audited members of the British Pest Control Association

to ensure we maintain a high standard of service

THINK
BPCA

CONTACT GREG

ON 01844 201171

J.O'Callaghan Nursery

Turf Topsoil Mulch Sleepers ♦ Compost

Tree care ♦ Summer and winter plants

Hanging baskets Fencing Decking

Maralyn's Flowers
Beautiful flowers for any occasion

at the Christmas Field, Aylesbury Rd, Aston Clinton

07860 480611
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C. D. LANE
CONTRACTORS LTD

Established 1983

Extensions New Builds Brickwork.

Conversions Renovations Driveways,

Garden Construction Excavator Hire (with driver)

We will undertake your project

big or small from planning to

completion with full site management

including all carpentry,

decorating, plumbing and electrical

to achieve a first-class finished project.

No obligation quotations

Hatchways, Buckland Wharf, Buckland

Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5LQ

Tel/Fax: 01296 630551

Mobile: 07831 712683

Email: cdlane417@btinternet.com

MASTERBOND

WARRANTY

FMB FMB



Wendover Autobodies

Your friendly local service station

• Accredited MOT

testing station

Repairs & servicing

• Tyres supplied

•⚫ Courtesy car available

Telephone: 01296 624561

Mobile: 07773 197 210

Unit 7, Harebridge Lane, Halton, Wendover, HP22 5PF


