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Village Life

The bi-monthly community news magazine for
Aston Clinton, Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp

The band played, children’s faces were painted and, amazingly,
the sun shone! The Aston Clinton coronation event on Sunday,
7 May was a great celebration qfour community, with many
local organisations represented and the park filled with families
relaxing together and enjoying the atmosphere.

For the first time, Village Life had a presence at such

an event, and we enjoyed meeting some of our readers,

contributors, distributors and advertisers. We wanted to find

out your views on Village Life and were encouraged to hear

that you enjoy the stories and news of local events - and,

importantly for our advertisers, you find the adverts useful.
Those of you who visited our stand may have spotted

that we've adopted the slogan, “Local Stories by Local

People” to reflect the fact that it is, of course, local

residents and organisations that provide the content

of Village Life and help us to make it representative

of and relevant to our community. We are most grateful

to you all.

Village Life needs you!

This is issue no 70 of Village Life - quite a milestone
- and we hope there will be many more to come. In
order to ensure that can happen, we are seeking to
expand the magazine’s small volunteer production
team. Up to now, we have operated with one person
as editor, but in order to create a model that will
spread the workload to take account of busy lives and
to provide Village Life with more security in the
future, we are looking for one or two co-editors who
could share that role. We'd also like to find someone
who could help to keep us organised with some light
but essential secretarial tasks. Whatever your age or
background, if you value Village Life as a local
resource and would like to be involved in providing
news to our community, please do get in touch to
find out more; I'd love to talk to you. My contact
details are at the top of this page.

Barbara Muston 3



The Baptist Church
Vacation

1 do hope you enjoy the many events coming

up in the village this Summer as well as further
afield and possibly a vacation — for those that are
1 offer this cautionary tale.

It seems there was this couple from
Minneapolis, Minnesota who decided to go

to Florida for a few days to thaw out during
one particularly cold winter. Since both spouses
worked, they had difficulty coordinating their
schedules, so the decision was made to have the
husband leave for Florida on a certain day, with
the wife following him one day later. The man
made it down to Florida and arrived at his
hotel. Upon getting to his room, he decided

to open his laptop and send his wife back in
Minneapolis an email. However, he left off

one letter in typing his wife’s email address and
sent the email off without realizing his error.

In another part of the country, a widow had
just returned from the funeral of her husband,
a pastor of many years who had been called
to glory just a few days earlier. She decided
to check her email because she was expecting
to hear from her husband’s relatives and
friends. Upon reading the first email she let
out a loud scream, fainted and fell to the floor.

'The woman’s son rushed into the room and
found his mother on the floor. He glanced up
at the computer screen and saw the following
email message:

To My Loving Wife:
T've just been checked in. Everything has-been

prepared for your arrival here tomorrow.

Looking forward to seeing you then.
Your Devoted Husband.

PS: Sure is hot down here

Grace & Peace

Revd Nick Harris
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REGULAR EVENTS
AT THE BAPTIST CHURCH

All services are both live streamed and available
Jfor viewing via catch up on the church YouTube

channel. Follow the links on our website.

Sunday Morning Worship (including
children’s church and creche) 10.45 — noon

Various Homegroups meet regularly for

Bible study, fellowship & prayer.

A Ukrainian Pop Up shop runs on certain
Wednesday afternoons in the hall.

Lunch is served in the hall every
Wednesday 12.45 - 1.30

Craft Club Alternate Wednesday
mornings 10.30 — 12.30

Noah’s Ark Baby & Tots
runs Tuesday in term time 9.30 — 11.00

The Foodbank is most active on Friday
morning (preparing parcels) & Saturday
morning (delivering parcels).

Men’s full English Breakfast The first
Saturday of the month 9am — 10am
(numbers are currently limited to 20.
Booking is required.)

A bereavement group meets alternate

Wednesday mornings from 11.30 — 12.30

Youth group meeting two Fridays per
month at 7pm.

Allsorts Holiday Bible club is running again
this year week commencing 24th July. Details
of bookings will be available on the website.

The hall is available for private hire.
Please see website or call for more details.

www.astonclintonbaptist.org
01296 631824 or 07972 770361
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St Michael and All Angels

Aston Clinton, All Saints’ Buckland
and St Mary’s Drayton Beauchamp

On this page you will find the regular church services and

community events that happen within our three churches.

REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES

Holy Communion All Saints’ Sunday at 8am

Midweek Communion All Saints’ Wednesday at 10am

Messy Sunday All Saints’ 2nd Sunday every month at 11am
Sung Eucharist All Saints’ 3rd Sunday every month at 11am
Family Eucharist St Michael’s Sunday at 9.15am

Evensong St Michael’s Sunday at 6pm

FORTHCOMING SERVICES

Sunday 2nd June 11am
Sunday 18th June 10am
Sunday 2nd July 4.30pm

WEDDINGS & BAPTISMS

You can hold your wedding at any of our
wonderful churches. Baptisms every 3rd Sunday
11.30am at St Michael’s church and 1.30pm

at All Saints’ church. Please contact Nazalie
Fieldhouse.

OPENING TIMES

St Michael’s and All Saints’ are open daily 9am
to 5pm and St Mary’s is open every Saturday and
Sunday 10am to 4pm for private prayer.

CONTACT DETAILS

Rew Sally Bottomer 01296 632488,
Rev Jane Nash 07562 672481

Natalie Fieldhouse, Benefice Administrator
01296 632488 email all on: Benefice3@gmail.com

Facebook: Aston Clinton Benefice with
Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp

Website: www.achurchnearyou.com search for:
St Michael’s, Aston Clinton, All Saints’or St Mary’s

Benefice Website: www.ac-buck-db-churches.org
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Holy Communion at St Mary’s
All Saints’ 750th Service led by Bishop Alan
Hymns & Pimms at St Mary’s

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

St Michael’s Summer Fete
Dog Show & Junior Art Show. Saturday 1st
July, 2pm — 5pm

Rhubarb Café at St Michael’s
Monday 2 — 4.30pm (Closed Bank Holidays)

Communi-tea Friends Group
at St Michael’s
Wednesday 1.30 — 3pm (Free Session)

Repair Café at St Michael’s
bring along your broken items on the
2nd Saturday every month 9 — 12pm

Coffee & Produce Stall
at All Saints’
homemade cakes, bacon rolls &
preloved books on the
1st Saturday every month 10am



Aston Clinton
Parish Council

The past couple of months have been very busy
Jfor the parish council, and apart from the normal
varied workload, our clerk has been busy finalising

the end of year figures and preparing the annual

accounts for audit.

Opening of RKP, L to R: Colin Read, Chair ACPC;

The Countess Howe, His Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of
Buckinghamshire; Councillor Dev Dhillon, Chair of
Buckinghamshire Council; and Peter Wyatt, Vice Chair
of ACPC.

The events team has also been hard at work,
firstly with the official opening of the Red
Kite Pavilion at the end of April. After some
delays in finalising a long snagging list and
the building’s final certificate being issued, the
RKP was officially opened by His Majesty’s
Lord Lieutenant for Buckinghamshire,

the Countess Howe, and the Chairman of
Buckinghamshire Council, Cllr Dev Dhillon,

who each unveiled plaques in the foyer.
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To mark the King’s Coronation weekend, a
major free community event was held in the

park on Sunday 7th May, (see Pages 8 and 9).

Looking forward, the Gib Lane Solar Fund
grant scheme is now open for applications,
and the grant amount for 2023-24 is approx.
£3,600. Groups in the parish can make an
application to Grantscape, the fund managers,
for any amount between £250 and the
maximum. Please contact the parish council
for details on how to apply; the closing date
for applications is 20 September 2023, with
decisions made by mid-November 2023
approximately.

Two vacancies currently on the
Parish Council following resignations.

You could help to keep
Aston Clinton a vibrant
place to live.

Are you passionate about your local
area? Can you volunteer for a few hours
a month? Please contact the Parish
Clerk, Samantha Payne on 01296
631269 or email clerk@astonclinton.org
for more information.

Aston Clinton
Ladies Group

Wednesday 21 June 8pm
Guide Hall. Talk about Wendover Canal Trust
by Clive Johnson and Peter Elwin.

Wednesday 19 July 8pm
Guide Hall. Bingo/dingbats/games night.

New members are always welcome. For more
information call Sue Sanders 01296 630740
or Janet Watson 01296 631014
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AC Society

1t’s been a busy few weeks for
the Aston Clinton Society as
members and volunteers alike

get stuck into various projects now that
the better weather (debatable!) has arrived.

As many of you may have seen, our first
rewilding project is underway on the piece of
land behind the Rising Sun bus-stop on
London Road. We have aptly named it the
Rising Sun Wildflower Area and have erected
a couple of information boards explaining what
we're trying to achieve. Our first call to action
was to give the area one final, light mow before
planting out 150 yellow rattle plug plants
which will gradually help to reduce the amount
of grass and allow wildflowers to flourish. To
help us understand the land we’re working
with, two members attended a course run by
the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust at
College Lake recently, to learn how to conduct
a site survey and record the number of plant
species growing there. We will be doing these
surveys regularly on our site and are looking
forward to seeing what species are already
present there. The plan is to hand-scythe the
site in August/September in preparation for
sowing wildflower seeds later in the year. If
youd like to get involved in our wildflower
project, please contact us at info@
astonclintonsociety.org.uk.

In other news, we were delighted to see so
many people joining us at our latest village
tidy-up and litter-pick which coincided with
the Big Help Out volunteering day as part of
the Coronation celebrations. It’s almost 12
months since we began regular litter-picks in
the village and although we were shocked by
the amounts of historical rubbish we collected,
there has been a welcome decline and we are
now making a noticeable difference to the
village and on the roads approaching it.

A bit slower has been the response of Bucks
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Council to our repeated requests for more
litterbins in the village but we are thankful
that one of our local councillors is on the case.

We have also been lobbying for the removal
of the decommissioned/damaged lampposts at
the top of Tring Hill. After establishing which
council is responsible for this piece of land
(Bucks), we are hoping that these can finally
be removed as they have been an eyesore for
many years.

Thank you to everyone who visited our
stall and supported our cause at the Coronation
event in Aston Clinton Park. The money we
raised will go towards funding our existing
projects. Talking of which, we are hoping that
by the next edition of Village Life, we will be
able to update you on the installation of the
village gates on the entry points to the village.
Unfortunately, this has been delayed due to a
change of contractors at Bucks Council and the
ensuing processes which have frustrated our
efforts to have the gates in for spring.

To join the Aston Clinton Society, visit our
website at www.astonclintonsociety.org.uk or
email us at info@astonclintonsociety.org.uk
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ACPC Celebrates the HA
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To mark the King’s Coronation weekend, a major @ ?/ﬁ’
free community event was held in the park on PY %
Sunday 7th May, with rides and attractions for O %\( @ %
children and adults, cake, poster and children’s O % ‘@
fancy dress competitions and a highly competitive ‘ﬁ ( ) ‘%?ékv g »
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dog show on the MUGA.

Wendover & Villages Community Board,

which covered some of the costs. Our thanks
go to all who volunteered to make this event
a great success, and the many businesses who
contributed so generously to the raffle prizes.

A complete
list, along with
other details
and photos can

There was music from Soul City and the

Ellesborough Silver Band, and attendance by

many of the Village Clubs and associations
. be found on
who took stalls or offered try-out sessions. b
Food and drink were readily available for the our website
large number of people who attended, enjoying events page.

the sunny afternoon in the park. The event was
spearheaded by Cllr Corrine Judge, supported

by the events team, councillors and public
volunteers who did an amazing job.
Corrine’s considerable efforts

in securing raffle prizes from
local businesses to support our
local charity partner for the event,
Kirby’s Herd (for Cancer Research
UK) and booking attractions and
food concessions, ensured that
everything went well on the day.
In addition, some very welcome
funding was received from the
Lottery Community Fund and the
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What is Community?

The word community is well used in society
today. It is taken as a group of people living
in the same place or having a particular
characteristic in common; however, the actual
sense 0f community and z‘ogetberneﬁ varies
widely from place fo place. So, what does it

mean to us?

Our vision at Aston Clinton is: ‘Aspire, Care

and Succeed’ and, as such, we ensure that we lay
strong foundations for our children to sense
what it feels like to be part of a happy, diverse
community. A community is home to people of
different backgrounds and perspectives. Being
willing and open to understanding people from
different walks of life is extremely important, as
it creates a healthy dialogue and encourages
learning about new and exciting ideas or
cultures. We have built our curriculum around
these principles.
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Aston Clinton School
Head Teacher.: Mrs Carol Macdonald
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As we evolve from the impact of the pandemic
it is crucial that we continue to build on the
foundations of a healthy, happy and strong
community. Being part of a community creates
a sense of belonging which is part of our
human nature and helps develop a sense of self.
It also gives a boost to our self-esteem and to
our willingness to take on the world and make
our dreams happen.

During the summer, the Aston Clinton
Beer Festival is held on our grounds, as are
the Spring and Summer Horticultural Shows.
These events bring our wider community
together, ensuring that children have a sense
of belonging with their local community.
Some of our staff also help run the local Cub
and Scout groups in the Clock school and it
is lovely seeing them in their uniform on
Remembrance Day.

We like to introduce the children to other
communities that make up the fabric of the
United Kingdom and this is part of the
national curriculum. This term, our Year 2
children have visited the Mosque in Aylesbury
to learn more about why a mosque is so
important within the Islamic religion and what
the different elements within the Mosque
mean and represent. Our Year 3 children are
visiting the Sikh temple in Milton Keynes next
week. Having an understanding of different
religions and faiths has been vital as this year
we have welcomed new families whose first
language is not English.

LOCAL STORIES BY LOCAL PEOPLE acvillagelife.co.uk



This year for the first time, we were able to
alleviate those first day jitters and help these
children instantly feel part of our family and
community with the help of Pocketalk, which
was loaned to us. Pocketalk is a Pocket
Translator and it revolutionised our ability to
instantly create a common language and
understanding of each other. The look of
excitement and relief on the children’s faces
when they realise that we can fully understand
them has been priceless. This device has
brought friendship and smiles to what could
have easily been alienation.

School community events this year have
included a cake sale to help raise money to
support the relief efforts after the earthquake
in Turkey & Syria. Our parent association
(ACSA) have also held a Christmas Fayre and
more recently a Coronation Tea Party.

Knowing that Aston Clinton doesn’t have a
library, we have also been working with Aston
Clinton Pre-school, who have been making use
of our new Reading Tree in the school office
foyer, and our recently refurbished library by
bringing their children over for weekly reading
visits.

The quality of a community is often
dictated by the degree of engagement and
happiness individuals can draw from
community interactions. When communities
come together, they create real strength and
resilience. As Headteacher, I see part of my role
as supporting the community to thrive. In a
community like this, the possibilities are
endless, and the dreams of our children are
supported so they can flourish. This is our
community. This is our place.

Carol Macdonald, Headteacher

Local stories

by local people
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Aston Clinton
School Association

On Friday 5th May, Aston Clinton School
celebrated the King's Coronation with a garden
party. It was touch and go with the weather, but it
all worked out with the downpour at 5pm
signalling the end of the celebrations perfectly!

Pupils, families and staff all came together to
listen to the choir perform beautifully at the
start. Picnics were enjoyed with prosecco and
tea. Scrumptious scones, cupcakes and
traybakes were provided by Coffee@108 and
prosecco was donated by Signature Estates and
Dayla in the village. As always, ice cream went
down well, no matter the weather!

Children took part in a royal themed
scavenger hunt for all ages and many other
coronation activities kept the children engaged
and happy which in turn seemed to keep the
parents happy too. We had a fabulous visit
from Optimus Prime who you may have seen
recently entertaining children in the park. It
was also the first outing for our new gazebos
that were printed on by SignFirm - a printing
business in the village so thank you very much,
everyone agreed they looked amazing.

This event was all about bringing everyone
together to celebrate this momentous occasion
and I think we achieved it perfectly. ACSA is
looking forward to its next event in June for all
the family to enjoy.
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Aston Clinton
Pre-school

We have children attend aged 2-4 and we
had a fabulous time marking the coronation.

Y

'The children learned about King Charles III
and we learned a special song called If you're a
King and you know it, put on your crown’.

We decorated pre-school with balloons
and flags and had a decadent ‘street party’,
eating cucumber sandwiches and scones
with jam, cream and strawberries. The children
wrote a letter to the king that said Hello,
Happy coronation, enjoy your crown.’

12
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They drew pictures of King Charles with balloons
and love hearts. We had a wonderful time
celebrating and wish His Majesty King Charles

III our congratulations on his coronation.

Father’s Day Remembrance
at Chilterns Crematorium

Buckinghamshire Council, working with Cruse
Bereavement Support is holding a commemorative
event for Father’s Day on Sunday 18th June at the
Hampden Chapel at Chilterns Crematorium. This
will be a non—formal open-door event between the
hours of 10am and Ipm. This is a free event for the
local community.
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Join us if you wish to commemorate your

father or would just like to spend some time in

quiet reflection.

*  Gentle reflective music.

* Bereavement volunteers from Cruse will be
on hand for a chat, advice and signposting.

*  We will be creating a wildflower garden
using seeded paper that will be available for
loved ones who would like to write letters to
commemorate on this special day.

* Refreshments and memorial information
will be available.

For more information, please contact the
crematorium: Phone 07494 724263 or email:

chilternscrem.csb@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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Twentieth century
coronations

With the recent celebrations of King Charles’s
coronation in mind, Helen Sharp, well-known
Sfor her knowledge and interest in local history, has
been delving into old press articles and has found
out more about how prefuious coronations were

celebrated locally.

There were four coronations in the twentieth
century, starting with King Edward VII, who
was crowned in 1902, a year after the death of
his mother, Queen Victoria. Rather like the
2023 coronation, it had been several decades
since the previous similar event and Aston
Clinton wanted to celebrate in style.

A committee of 18 was formed to raise funds
and, largely thanks to a £30 donation from
Lady Rothschild, a total of £95 19s 6d was
raised. As well as her financial donation, she
also made the Anthony Hall and Model Farm
available for festivities. An afternoon tea was
arranged for all local residents under the age
of 15 and everyone else was invited to a meat
tea. Parcels were distributed to the “aged and
infirm”.

Several entertainments were organised
including a cricket match, a concert and sports
competitions, plus a hat-trimming competition,
a bicycle carnival and a potato-peeling
competition. There was no potato-peeling
competition for the 2023 coronation for some
reason.

The next coronation was in 1911, following
Edward’s death in 1910. He reigned until
January, 1936, when his oldest son, Edward
VIII succeeded him. His coronation date
was set for May 1937 but he abdicated in
December, 1936, after just 11 months, and the
crown passed to his brother, George VI. This
meant that for the second time in our history,
England had three kings in one calendar year.
'The previous time was in 1066, with Edward
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the Confessor, Harold and then William the
Conqueror. As the arrangements were in place,
the coronation went ahead in May 1937; it
was just the King who had changed.

On that occasion, local residents had a full
day of activities, starting with a procession,
with prizes for the best decorated motor or
horse vehicle, cycle or perambulator and fancy-
dress for pedestrians. During the afternoon
there was a programme of sports events for
children and adults. Tea was served to local
residents at the Anthony Hall and the children
were presented with commemorative mugs.
The evening concluded with a whist drive and
dance, also at the Anthony Hall.

The 1953 coronation of the present King’s
mother, Elizabeth II, was the first time many
British people had seen a television broadcast.
Friends and neighbours were invited to the
TV owners’ homes to sit around screens not
much bigger than a modern tablet. We don't
know about what local events took place, but
we do know that local housewives got together
to collect 3d (about 1.5p) per week from each
village family to help finance the celebrations.
We read that “it was thought that mothers who
took their children for walks would be ideal
collectors.” We must hope that their efforts
were rewarded.

Richard Vincent

Tring Choral Society’s
Summer Concert
Saturday 1st July 2023, 7.30pm
St Peter & St Paul Church, Tring
Antonin Dvorak’s Mass in D

John Rutter’s Psalmfest

Tickets £17.50, under 18s free:
www.tringchoral.org.uk/tickets
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Aston Clinton Scouts

In March, 66 Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers
took 11 lucky leaders for a Sleepover’ at Rush
Trampoline Park in High Wycombe. They enjoyed
several hours of bouncing with the whole venue

to themselves, had a pizza supper and watched a
film. At least three hours sleep was had before they
were up again for a pre-breakfast bounce.

We offer many nights away experiences for our
group, from indoor camping in pop-up tents
with Beavers (6-8-year-olds) to two nights
sleeping in bivvy bags in the snow in Explorers
(14-17-year-olds).

For a digital version of Village Life
please visit our website.

acvillagelife.co.uk
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There has been much talk of the Big Help
Out where we have been encouraged to bring
communities together through volunteering.
Both adults and young people from 1st Aston
Clinton Scout Group regularly get involved

in voluntary events that benefit our village. As
well as our annual Christmas tree collection
(this year raising £2,644 for local charities), we
can be found litter picking, tree planting and
running tombola at various village events.

We have a thriving team of adult volunteers
but are always keen to welcome new faces to
our group. If you've been thinking about it but
aren’t sure whether it’s for you, why not try the
Scouts’ four-week challenge. Come and help
out for just four weeks whilst finding out more
about what we do. Are you ready to take on the
challenge?

www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/growing-scouts/

ready-to-recruit/four-week-challenge/try-the-four-
step-challenge/

The WI

Our meetings take place on the first Wednesday
of every month in the Anthony Hall at 7.45pm

On 7 June Kathryn Coulston will speak to

us about Stroke Prevention and the Recovery
Service, followed on 5 July by Daphne Preece
with her presentation entitled “Zhe North Bucks
Way by Feet and Stitches’.

In addition to our monthly meetings, we
arrange theatre trips and have several thriving
groups including a walking group, lunch club
and craft club.

We look forward to welcoming new

members at any of our meetings — Come
along and try us — You will be most welcome.
Or for more information please contact me by
email b.d.ac.wi@gmail.com

Lin Mitchell, Secretary
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New Beginnings...

On 7th March 2023, Girlguiding updated its
branding.

" Our brand is much more than a
logo. It's how we look. It's how we
sound. It's what we do. It reflects
what we believe in. It's the shortcut
to everything we stand for".

Our brand purpose is at the heart of everything
we do - we help all girls know they can do
anything.

We belp all girls know’

shows that we offer girls a world of possibilities
and that we're helping to shape a future where
all girls can be happy, safe, and fulfilled.

‘Can do anything’

works on 2 levels. It’s the huge variety of
activities girls can do with us week in and week
out. And it’s the attitude we encourage in each
girl — a way of thinking about themselves and
the world they live in.

~
Q
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1st Aston Clinton Guides

We also have new beginnings on a local level.
Twenty-one years ago I moved to Aston Clinton
and re-opened the then closed Aston Clinton
Guide Unit. Over the subsequent years, I have
worked with some great teams of adults, and we
have offered a varied range of activities to a lot
of fantastic young people. I have accumulated a
lot of amazing stories and memories and it has
been great fun. During lockdown, I got involved
with running 2nd Aston Clinton Brownies

and have found it a struggle to run two units
effectively. I have therefore decided to finish
volunteering with 1st Aston Clinton Guides at
the end of the Summer Term and focus on my
role with 2nd Aston Clinton Brownies.

So, what will happen to 1st Aston Clinton Guides?

Previously a Brownie leader, Jo Johnson
transferred to Guides about three years ago

and is now enjoying the challenge of working
with the older age group. She wants to keep the
Guide Unit open but is unable to do this alone.
We desperately need a new group of enthusiastic
people to come forward and assist in running
the unit. You do not need any specific skills;

a sense of fun is helpful as is an enjoyment of
working with young people.

Perhaps the Coronation “Big Help Ouz” has
inspired you to take up volunteering. You can
volunteer at www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/
become-a-volunteer/ or if you would like some
more information, please get in touch with us
at astonguides@gmail.com.

Sue Wall
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Berkshire
Buckinghamshire
& Oxfordshire
Wildlife Trust

Celebrating Dancersend
Nature Reserve

We are in the final stages of a programme of
Rothschild Foundation funded enbhancements
at BBOWT's Dancersend Nature Reserve.
You should notice some changes over the next
few months.

Last year we carried out a lot of re-fencing,
bought new kit for managing the grassland and
scrub areas, wrote up the history of the reserve
(see www.bbowt.org.uk/dancersend-nature-reserve-
history), held special events to mark the 80th
birthday of the reserve being established in
memory of Charles Rothschild and ran extra
fun events for children in the school holidays.

We also carried out extra wildlife surveying
— for invertebrates on the restored chalk
grassland of the Extension and for fungi, with
a series of special visits by the Bucks Fungus
Group — revealing a number of new species,
including one small cup fungus Humaria
solisequia that is new to the UK!

We are currently refreshing the Tree Trail,
working on a new Audio Trail and designing
new welcome and interpretation boards, all of
which should make a visit more enjoyable and
informative. There will be new trail signage
using recycled plastic posts and some path
improvements.

Some of the work will not be so apparent
to visitors, like the improvements to our
volunteers’ base in The Forge at the Water
Works and habitat improvements carried out
with neighbouring landowners which will
benefit wildlife generally in the valley.
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'The final phase of the project includes
completing a new pond and planting up an
area of around 600 mixed trees and shrubs on
the reserve extension below Aston Hill. The
pond has filled nicely with all the recent rain,
and we have started to landscape and seed the
banks with butterfly food plants and other
wildflowers. All the work will be completed
for a celebration event in September.

Visiting Dancersend by car is not so easy as
I write this, due to major pipe laying operations
by Thames Water closing our car park at the
Water Works, but we expect that work to be
completed in mid-June, when the appearance
of many of our special wildflowers and
butterflies will make it a wonderful time for
a leisurely walk.

There is a programme of guided walks
through the summer at BBOWT nature
reserves in the area, including Dancersend,
Aston Clinton Ragpits and Bacombe Hill.

For more details and to book a place go to
www.bbowt.org.uklevents. Mick Jones
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Events at College Lake
Our popular classes for toddlers, children

and teens continue as follows:

Tuesday Nature Tots:

Nature discovery classes for parents /
caregivers & toddlers walking up to 4 years.
Every Tuesday, 6 June— 18 July,

arrival 10.15am

Young Rangers:
A wildlife club for children aged 8 - 11 yrs

who love nature and wildlife and want to
get involved at our fantastic nature reserve.

Saturdays 10 June and 8 July,
10.30am — 12.30pm

Teen Rangers:

Wildlife club for children aged 11 — 17 yrs
who love wildlife and nature and helping to
look after our amazing nature reserve.
Saturdays 10 June and 8 July,

1.30pm - 3.30pm.

To book for these classes and to discover
other events running at College Lake, please
see our events page which is continuously
updated www.bbowt.org.uk/events.
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Bucks Art Weeks
is back at St. Michael’s
in June 2023

Enjoy the surroundings of our beautiful,
tranquil and ancient church as you browse a
display of work by seven diverse Aston Clinton
artists: Sue Bailey, Paula Daddow, Terry
Gardiner, Sonia Lyon, Di Oldfield, Jane Nash
and Patricia Rozental. They work in a variety
of media including glass, mixed media, pastels,
printmaking, photography and painting in oils,

acrylic and watercolour. Subjects range from

portraiture, both human and animals, through
landscape to still life — abstract to photo realism.

We are open 20th — 24th June, 10am-5pm
daily and Sunday 25th, 11am-4pm with
additional late opening on Thursday 22nd
7pm-9pm.

We'll be serving tea and coffee with delicious
home-made cakes throughout the week, raising
much needed funds for St. Michael’s.

We hope to see you there.
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Aston Clinton u3a

The last few months have been busy for your
local u3a with very enjoyable trips to Snowshill
Manor in Gloucestershire and Waterperry
Gardens near Oxford.

Members of the Science and Technology
group went on a 5-day residential trip

to Northumberland which included visits to
Cragside, a fascinating National Trust property
once owned by the Armstrong family, a day

at Beamish Open Air Museum, a visit to
Bamburgh castle where the TV series “7The Last
Kingdom’ was filmed, and an unforgettable
boat trip around the Farne Islands to see

the puffins and seals. Seventy-four members
attended the hog roast on 8 May to celebrate
the King’s coronation. And a walking netball
group has been set up, with 17 brave souls
attending an inaugural session in April despite
its being a very cold and wet day. This new
group is proving very popular with currently
over 20 members; it meets on the 1st and

3rd Wednesday of each month in Aston
Clinton Park. Below is a small sample of some
of the events and activities planned for the next
few months.

Monday 5 June, Art in Buckland Village Hall
Tuesday 6 June, Music for All, Anthony Hall

Weds 7 June, Walking netball in the park
(tennis courts)

Tuesday 13 June, Digital Photography

visit to Swanbourne Village
Weds 21 June, Music making, Bowls Club

Weds 28 June, Science & Technology day trip
to the Bluebell Line

Friday 30 June, Birdwatching group outing

Monday 3 July, Video photography in the
Baptist Church Hall
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Friday 14 July, Thames river cruise,
from Maidenhead to Windsor

Tuesday 18 July, Main meeting talk on
‘Where do novelists get their ideas’

Thursday 20 July, Garden visiting trip

to Denton House

Monday 24 July, Pond dipping with the
Wildlife group

Tuesday 25 July, History group visit to

Thame museum

The majority of these groups meet regularly;
please see our website u3asites.org.uk/aston-
clinton for further details.

If you are interested in joining our vibrant
friendly u3a, please contact the membership
secretary through the link on the website or
email acu3amembership@gmail.com. We look
forward to welcoming you.

St Michael & All Angels’

Summer Fete Saturday
lat July 2 - 5pm

Come and join us for tea, coffee and cake,
Revd Sally’s dog show, young artists’
exhibition, produce, book and craft stalls,
a prize draw and many more activities.

For information about booking a craft

stall, entering art into the exhibition (under
18 only) or coming to help out at this
wonderful local event, please contact
Louise on smaa_fete@yahoo.com

LOCAL STORIES BY LOCAL PEOPLE acvillagelife.co.uk



Superpower Netball
in Aston Clinton

Superpower Netball was founded earlier this
year by Lucy Prestedge, based in Aston Clinton
and covering Bucks and Herts.

Lucy is a qualified netball coach and umpire,

who has been coaching community clubs and
groups for many years, and has worked for
England Netball for the past 10 years.

Superpower Netball aims to welcome and
empower people to get active, improve their
health and well-being and play netball in a fun,

friendly and relaxed environment.

Lucy has been working closely with Aston
Clinton u3a, introducing them to Walking
Netball and also with local Netball clubs and
organisations. New Walking Netball and Social
Netball groups will be starting soon in Aston
Clinton and surrounding areas, and you can
find more information on social media or email
superpowernetball@outlook.com.

Please mention Village Life
when responding to our advertisers.

acvillagelife.co.uk
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Defibrillators
and CPR

Sadly, many of us will, at some time in our

lives, witness a cardiac arrest. The British Heart
Foundation (BHF) wants to encourage all

of us to be prepared if we are ever faced with
that situation.

A cardiac arrest is an emergency that usually
happens without warning. If someone is in
cardiac arrest, they collapse suddenly and:

* will be unresponsive, unconscious and
may or may not be breathing normally

If you see someone having a cardiac arrest,
phone 999 immediately and start CPR.

BHF has excellent advice and there is a free
course where you can learn in just 15 minutes
on your mobile phone or tablet how to do
CPR and use a defibrillator with their
RevivR™ CPR Training. Don't delay in
learning this life saving skill, you never know
when you'll need it.

Many shops and other public places have
defibrillators and more are being added to the
list. Locally you can find defibrillators outside
Aston Clinton school, outside the Aston
Clinton council office in the park and outside
the Buckland parish council office.

www.bhf.org.uk
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80@80 and St M ichael’s undertake these renovations before we can
Open House Project

fully proceed with the Open House Project.
The east wall needs replastering, there is
a buttress that must be rebuilt, the south
aisle roof must be replaced and some of the
stonework needs urgent attention. All in all,
we’re looking at a cost of over £500,000. We
have engaged a professional fundraiser who
will advise us on larger grant-making bodies,
but those bodies need to be able to see that
we’re ‘doing our bit’ and have raised a large
proportion of the total ourselves before giving
us any money.

So far, we've raised over £60,000 but
every penny counts and, at the time of going

to press, my little 80@80 contribution has
As you may have read in the last edition of raised £1,800.

Village Life, I'm celebrating my 80th birthday and
the fact that I'm still reasonably fit, by walking

80 sponsored miles to raise funds for St Michael’s
Open House Project.

The aim is to provide an accessible toilet with
access from inside the church and a proper
kitchen so that we can really say the church
is open to all, and so that we can hold a
desperately needed Dementia Café.

Phase one of the Open House Project is to

remove two blocks of pews at the back of the JustelVlng

church and level the floors in those areas and Tf you would like to add to that please visit,

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
stmichaelsopenhouseproject

also in other parts of the church where they
constitute a trip hazard. This will provide a
flexible, more open space to allow us to expand
the Rhubarb Café and Repair Café, and for
other community activities such as Bucks Art
Week and the Christmas Fair. The Turpin
Charity has undertaken to fund this part of the
project and we hope to commence the removal

I will be doing my 80 miles over a couple

of weeks in early June, so if you would like to
join me, I would be very pleased to hear from
you. I have been doing a lot of practising and

I'm grateful to my walking partners who've

of the pews very soon. Gib Lane Charity has kept me going. Top photo shows me with

given us a grant towards the extra tables and Linda Rothera on a gruelling 7-mile walk!

chairs that we will need, I may have already exceeded 80 miles, just in

However, the outside fabric of the church is |
warm-ups! James Adam

in need of considerable repair, and we have to
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Florence Nightingale Hospice
seeks volunteers for busy

summer holidays

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity is seeking
short-term temporary volunteers to help in its shops
across Buckinghamshire over the busy summer

holiday period.

“With summer fast approaching, we are on
the lookout for short-term ‘Summer Temp’
volunteers to help us run our shops during the
busy summer period and to help cover when
our existing volunteers go away themselves.”
says Charmain Behan, Volunteer Manager
at the charity. “It’s a great opportunity for
those that might be back from university, in-
between jobs or retired to learn new skills and
to give volunteering a try, whilst helping their
local community. So, if you can spare a few
hours a week between June and September,
please get in touch to find out more.”

The Charity has shops based in Aylesbury,
Beaconsfield, Buckingham, Chinnor,
Haddenham, Hazlemere, Marlow, Thame,

Wendover, and Winslow as well as an online

retail team based at its Furniture Showroom
in Aylesbury.

61 715
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This is a series about the people
of Aston Clinton, Buckland

and Drayton Beauchamp.

Not just about the people who
live in these villages but the
people who are a part of the daily
life of the villages.

Diane Kolonko is the Chair

of the Aston Clinton, Buckland
and Drayton Beauchamp
Horticultural Society.

Q. How long have you
been a member of the

Horticultural Society?

A.Tve been a member of the
Horticultural Society for about
10 - 12 years. I've enjoyed

my garden and visiting other
gardens for some time and it’s
been a great way to meet other
people with similar interests.

Q. What does the role of
the Chair involve?

A.T became the Chairperson of
the Aston Clinton, Buckland
& Drayton Beauchamp
Horticultural Society in 2020.
It was a challenging time

for us all and I was certainly
thrown in at the deep end!

In the first year or so it was

all about trying to keep the
Society active during the
Covid lock-downs — we moved
on-line with committee
meetings and monthly talks

on Zoom and we started plant

sales as soon as it was safe to
do so. We’re now back into
the usual routine and I chair
the committee meetings and
the monthly meetings at the
Anthony Hall.

Q. What other positions have

you held since you joined?

A. Before I became Chair, I
was on the committee, did the
regular email newsletters and
helped with the website. I've
also been organising an annual
garden visit by coach for the
last few years (although I think

it’s more than a few now!)

Q. Do you have to know
anything about horticulture
to join the Society?

A. No, you don’t need to know
anything about horticulture

to join — but an interest in

gardening helps. We also

have talks on nature and
wildlife, local gardens as
well as gardening. Everyone
is welcome to come to our
regular meetings — you don’t
have to be a member. You can
find out what’s happening
on the website - Society
Diary of Events 2023 www.
astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.
co.uk/diary-of-events/

Q. What will be the
Society’s challenges in the
years to come?

A.The challenge for the
Horticultural Society going
forward is to ensure that it
continues to encourage people
to engage with horticultural
and gardening activities

and provide events that are
relevant to its members and
the wider community. We’ll be
trying out different kinds of
activities and events, as well as
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looking at how best to adapt
the traditional Spring and
Summer Shows to maintain
the interest in the community.

Watch this space!

Q. How long have you
lived in Aston Clinton?

A.Tve lived in Aston Clinton
for over 25 years, moving
from Berkhamsted, as houses
were cheaper. I moved into
the village before the A41
bypass was built — the main
road was busier but there was
much less going on in the
village.

Q. Are you involved in any
other activities or groups in
the area?

A.T do pilates classes in the
village — great just having a
five-minute walk to the

Red Kite Pavilion. I do enjoy
keeping active - netball was
my sport and I played
multiple times a week.
However, now it’s Walking
Netball at Stoke Mandeville
stadium.

Q. What are your hobbies,

what do you do to relax?

A.T enjoy pottering about in
the garden — a great way to
relax after a busy day working.
Enjoy catching up with
friends, for a walk, garden
visit or evening at the cinema.

Aston Clinton is a great
location and there’s lots to do
on our doorstop.

Q. What’s your

favourite music?

A. My music taste is pretty
eclectic. Can't beat a bit of
80’s music and I do enjoy Soul
and Motown.

Q. What'’s your

favourite film?

A. 1 do like an old film and
have always loved Walter
Matthau and Jack Lemmon
films, with Some Like it Hot
being one of my favourite
films. My taste in films is
also eclectic and I regularly
go to the Rex cinema in
Berkhamsted where I enjoy
the foreign and art house
films as well as the block
busters.

Q. What was the first car
you owned and what do you
drive now?

A. I must admit, 'm not
particularly into cars — for
me it’s a practicality and
something to get me from A
to B. My first car was a black
Mini Metro which seemed
to have all sorts of issues and
was forever breaking down.

I now have a Honda Jazz, a
very practical car, that you can
gets lots in — perfect for

We have talks

on nature &
wildlife, as well

as gardening!

transporting plants and
other random stuff.

Q. What changes to village
life (good or bad) have you
noticed in recent years?
A.The village has changed
alot in the 25 years since I've
been here. The increasing
population in the area is
causing challenges for us all, as
the supporting infrastructure
is not growing at the same rate
— unfortunately this is not just
an Aston Clinton problem.
However, the growth of the
village has brought lots of
positives and there’s a lot
more going on in the village
for everyone, from the
Rhubarb Café, Repair Café,
phone box library to the Beer
Festival and Astonbury, as
well as the café and pubs.

If there is anyone whose
contribution to village life you
believe should be featured in a
Sforthcoming issue of Village Life,
please send details to Editor@
acvillagelife.co.uk

Interview Andrew Andersz
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Support local hospice
care this summer at the
new Walk of Light

Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity returns
with a brand-new fundraising event this summer
on Saturday 24th June.

WALK oF LIGHT

The inaugural Walk of Light will give the
charity’s supporters the opportunity to come
together to remember loved ones, show their
support and raise funds for local hospice care.
The event will see walkers complete 5 or 10-
mile circular routes around Watermead Lake
and through the green Meadowcroft Open
Space, before returning to Watermead to cheer
fellow walkers over the line and watch the
event’s closing ceremony at 9.30pm as the sun
goes down.

Walkers will be able to dedicate a Light of
Lowe’to a loved one or add a message of thanks
and support to the hospice team — the lights
will be lit to illuminate the lake as part of the
closing ceremony, followed by a low noise

firework display.

“We are excited to launch this new event

and hope that our local community will turn
out to support us,” says Steve Butcher, Events
Manager at the charity.
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“We believe it’s going to be a really enjoyable
and memorable event for everyone, whatever
their reason for walking.”

Registration costs £20. Walkers can choose
their start time and route on Saturday 24th
June and stay to enjoy refreshments and
entertainment at the finish.

Wialkers will receive a free commemorative
Walk of Light 2023 T-shirt and Finisher’s
Medal as well as the opportunity to add a
message to the charity’s Lights of Love.

For more information and to sign up, please
visit www.fnhospice.org.uk/walkoflight or call
01296 429975.

Bowls Bash comes to
Aston Clinton Bowls Club

Aston Clinton Bowls Club is delighted to
announce that it is currently only one of three clubs
in Buckinghamshire to offer Bowls Bash sessions.

What is Bowls Bash?

Bowls Bash is a new and exciting short-form
of lawn bowls for all ages and abilities - think
of it like T20 cricket — fast and furious!
Boosted by Sport England’s Birmingham 2022
funding, it is providing greater opportunity for
people to give bowls a go.

Retaining its core premise and authentic
qualities, whilst complementing modern
lifestyles, Bowls Bash is an action-packed
form of the game played in pairs and lasting
just an hour. A two-set match, with a deciding
tie-break, coupled with a 3-2-1 system,
provides greater opportunity for players to
enjoy success and more potential for drama
throughout the game.

Jon Cockeroft, Chief Executive of
Bowls England said,
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“Bowls Bash delivers all that is inherently
enjoyable about bowls, but in a manner

which is more accessible and digestible to a
broader range of people. We are passionate
about everybody realising the joy and
benefit of playing sport, and we believe
Bowls Bash has the ability to inspire more
people to be active through our doable,
sociable sport.”

How can | get involved?

Accessing Bowls Bash has been made easy
through the introduction of a new Play Bowls
website where people wanting to play the new
format can book onto a session at www.play-
bowls.com

Aston Clinton Bowls Club is offering
Bowls Bash sessions on the first Tuesday of
the month, from 6-8pm. Members of the
club have been trained to deliver this exciting
opportunity and very much look forward
to joining you on the green. Everything is
provided, but we do ask that you wear flat shoes
(trainers or slippers are ideal). The clubhouse
facilities will be open for you to enjoy and have
a chat with other players and members.

Thinking of a different sort of
social evening?

Whether you are a family/friends group
looking for a night out with a competitive edge
or a local company or organisation seeking
something different, Aston Clinton Bowls
Club would like to hear from you.

Sessions can be arranged at your convenience
by contacting Brian Clark on 01844 351461 or
secretary@astonclintonbowlsclub.co.uk
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Aston Clinton &
Buckland Cricket Club

Following the almost unprecedented hot

and dry summer last year, at the time of writing,
we are seeing the opposite at the start of our

2023 season. Seemingly non-stop rain, after an
already unusually wet March and April, has
meant we have had fo cancel many of our planned

activities so far.

We had to call off the first two Colts training
sessions, three out of four Senior league games,
both planned Village Cup home fixtures and
quite a few Colts matches. On the positive
front, we did manage to beat the rain on the
first Friday of May to hold the opening session
of All Stars for 5-8 year olds. This is the first
time we have run this England & Wales
Cricket Board scheme and we quickly reached
capacity. We will need to look to recruit and
train more Activators to potentially allow us to

expand our offering in 2024.

Hopefully by the time you are reading this,
warmer and, more importantly, drier weather
may have finally arrived and there will be more
action to report back on in the next issue of
Village Life.
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In June 2023 we will celebrate the 750th
Anniversary of our beautiful village church, All
Saints, Buckland. Celebrations will take place
Jfrom Thursday 15th June to Sunday 18h June.
The church, which is mentioned in the Domesday
Book, will be open daily from 10am to 4pm
Jfrom Thursday to Saturday and will include an
exhibition of Buckland Historic Memorabilia, an
historical display by Aston Clinton schoolchildren,
a Flower Festival, a ‘Book of Presence’ and
refreshments. There will then be a 7pm Saturday
evening reception with live piano-playing and

a cash bar. The celebrations will culminate in a
Benefice Sung Eucharist service led by Bishop Alan
at 11am on Sunday 18th June, followed by music
and refreshments in the churchyard. Everyone is
welcome to all the events over the four days.

Since 1273, All Saints has had 55 rectors and
seen 33 monarchs — including our new King
Charles III. Some 3,000 people have been
buried in our lovely churchyard since 1273,
and we feel we owe it to the generations who
have gone before to keep the church in good
order for the next 750 years.
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All Saints’ 750th
Anniversary 15th - 18th
June 2023

Our fund-raising drive to pay for two essential
repairs to the fabric of the church was launched
in April and is progressing well. The two
projects are the replacement of the louvres on
the South side of the tower and the repair and
refurbishment of the clock, which has stopped
working, and its face. The total cost of these

has risen by £1,000 since March, due to the
need to replace the oak support behind the
clock face and is now £6,870. Would you please
participate in these two essential projects and
keep watch on the march of time, beyond

750 years?

WOULD YOU BE PREPARED TO
DONATE ? ONE PENNY PER YEAR OF
THE CHURCH’S HISTORY (£7.50) - OR
10 PENCE PER YEAR (£75.00) - OR
EVEN ONE POUND FOR EACH YEAR
(£750.00)

Any and every single donation will be very
much appreciated, and we shall be holding
a thank-you reception for donors at 7pm on
Friday 21st July in the church.

Please contact our Treasurer Kate Eckett at
kaeckett@icloud.com, 01296 630461 or 07900
828621 to register and pledge your donation.

Thank you for your help!
All Saints PCC
SUDOKU SOLUTION

6/1/2]9/8(3]|7 5|4
3/7/4|5/6/1]9|2|8
9(8|5]|7/2 4|3|1]|6
1/3/812/4|5|6|79
5/6(9|1|7 8|4|3 |2
412|7]16/3|9]5|8]|1
7/4/3|8|1/6]2|9|5
8/9|/6|3|5(2]1|4|7
2/5(1|14/9/7]|8|6|3
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Buckland Parish
Council update

On Monday 8th May, Buckland Parish Council
(BPC) hosted a Coronation celebration in the
village hall. Villagers and friends were greeted
with bubbles and lots of freshly homemade cakes.
There were around 60 people in attendance, both
new and old to the parish. It was great to see so
many join in the celebration and a formal toast to

the new King.

Buckland residents cannot have failed to notice
the road disruption recently in the village. This
has been due to a number of factors: Gigaclear
has been laying new superfast fibre optic broad
band, Thames Water has been laying new
water pipes, and builders from Puttenham
have been given access to the village via the
bridleway at the end of the village. BPC is
continually monitoring road work plans via the
OneNetwork site. Unfortunately, the Parish
Council is given no notice of the planned
works and has no control over Bucks Council
issuing licences to companies to close the road.
We repeatedly contact our Bucks Councillors
and BC officers to remind them that Buckland
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village road cannot be closed because there
is no possible legal diversion. New Road,
Buckland, is not an adopted road.

Residents may have heard rumours of a
Thames Water pumping station development
being built in Buckland Road next to Hope
Cottages. BPC has met with Thames Water
to discuss these plans, which are very much in
the early stages. The Parish Council has asked
Thames Water to hold a public meeting as soon
as more details are available.

Finally, several residents at Buckland Wharf
have had cars damaged on a regular basis due
to drivers speeding down Tring Hill. BPC
arranged for Truvelo strips to be placed on the
road to monitor the traffic flow and speeds.
'The data has just been received and is currently
being analysed. More on this next time.

Music under the Stars,
Lower Farm, Buckland

24th June, from 4.30pm

This charity evening, hosted as ever by Richard
and Di Peel at Lower Farm, Buckland, will
hawve the usual line up of acts, including a family
céilidh and a feast of folk, blues and rock.

Proceeds, along with money raised from the
raffle, will be go to a local charity and guests
are requested to bring one or two toiletry items
for the Aylesbury Food Bank.

Gates will open at 4.30pm and tickets,
on the gate only, will be £10 for adults, with
children under 16 having free admission.
No dogs, sorry!

Guests are asked to bring a bottle, a
chair and a picnic, although there will be a
communal barbecue on the go for those who
wish to bring a burger or two.

For more information, contact Richard on
07805 083595 or rppr@hotmail.co.uk
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A message from
Rob Butler MP

The momentous events of the Coronation weekend

are fresh in my mind as I write. It was a time
when the country came together to celebrate the
crowning of our new King and when we could
reflect with pride on our great British traditions.
The solemnity and pomp of the service and parade
were followed by tremendous events across the
country, and, as ever, Aston Clinton put on a
tremendous show. I thoroughly enjoyed spending
time trying my hand at activities with the scouts,
chatting to the Rector, viewing the vintage
vehicles and watching the dog show. With local
musicians playing and the sun shining, it’s hard
to think how the day could have been bettered. The
Parish Council deserves great credit for its superb
organisation.

It is always a pleasure to write for Aston
Clinton Village Life, and all the more so after
meeting Barbara and other members of the
team at the village’s Coronation celebrations.
They all work incredibly hard to put together
and distribute the magazine, which I think is
extremely important in these days when so
much of our media is remote and impersonal.
Long gone are the days when local newspapers
had staffs of qualified and experienced local
journalists who cared about the area they
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reported on. Parish magazines like this one fill
a significant gap in the market and really do
play an important part in the local community.
Back in Westminster, I have been spending
a lot of time talking to ministers and speaking
in Parliament about ways to do more for our
local area. It is absolutely vital that as more
houses are built, there are the roads, the schools
and the GP surgeries to support not just new
residents, but also those who have already
made this wonderful part of Buckinghamshire
their home. I am determined to continue to be
a strong voice for you in the months and years

ahead.

Local author

Alison Allard, who has lived in Aston Clinton
since 2016, after moving from Hemel Hempstead,
has recently written her first children’s book.

'The book, entitled Big Life for a Little

Leaf”, is about being brave, listening to wise
teachings and starting new adventures — all by
themselves.

Alison says, “I love living in such a
welcoming village. The jewel in Aston Clinton’s
crown is its fabulous green, healthy park, such a
little gem which everyone can enjoy.

I believe reading stories to children is vital
for their development, growth and inspiration.
The pleasure of reading to my children and
now grandchildren is immense. As a nurse, I
know that stories are a powerful tool to assist
patients and families understand any situation
and together shape safe outcomes. People have
told stories since the beginning of time and the
magic of a new book with glorious illustrations
sparks a special bond with reader and listener.
Wendy Manly has captured Little Leaf’s

adventure with her stunning illustrations.”

www.barnesandnoble.com/w/big-life-for-a-little-leaf-
alison-allard/1143225063
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What’s on at Discover
Bucks Museum

Don’t miss our magnificent show of art

by local artists and crafispeople in the
Museumss first Open Art Exhibition, which
showcases the great creative talent in the
county and includes paintings, prints,
ceramics, photography, sculpture and glass.
One hundred and forty artists have taken
part and with almost 200 pieces of work

on display, there’s plenty to enjoy and most
pieces are for sale. Many artists on show are
taking part in Bucks Art Weeks so a visit to
the exhibition is a great opportunity to get
a taste of a variety of artists’ work before
visiting them in their studios. The exhibition
is on now and runs until Saturday 8 July in
the Museum’s beautiful art gallery.
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Our popular family exhibition this
summer is a treat for both children and
adults. It is called ‘Mechanics Alive!’and
brings together beautifully hand-crafted
automata by Cabaret Mechanical Theatre
displaying them alongside hands-on
exhibits by Science Projects that show
the basic mechanics of how the automata
work. Mechanics Alive!” opens on

22 July and runs until 2 September.

Thursday 29 June at 10am:
The Dinosaur who Lost his Roar

A Discover Ducks fun play session

for under-5s based on the book “The
Dinosaur who Lost his Roar’. Meet the
(inflatable) dinosaurs, get to hold some
rocks and fossils from our collections,
dig for mini dinosaurs, watch mini
volcanoes erupt, make your own dinosaur
foot fossils using play dough. Plus find
the dinosaur footprints all around the
museum.

Saturday 8 July at 11am:
Wind in the Willows —

a one-man show

Join us in our walled garden for a
whirlwind ride through the seasons
as Ratty, Mole and Badger follow
the impulsive Toad on his hapless
misadventures.

For times, charges, to book and to
sign up to our e-newsletter, visit us at
our website.

Discover Bucks Museum, Church Street,
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP20 2QP
Tel: 01296 331 441

www.discoverbucksmuseum.org
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Lindengate Mental
Health Charity
launches

new 12-week
Wellbeing and
Nature course

LINDENGATE

Learn new skills, meet new people,
be outside and improve your
wellbeing!

Since January we have supported over 500
people through our nature-based wellbeing
programmes, day workshops and Open Garden
sessions. Lindengate is excited to launch a new
12-week Wellbeing and Nature Course starting on
Wednesday 7th June. The course will explore the 5
Ways to Wellbeing (Connect, Take Notice, Learn,
Keep Active and Give) whilst giving people the
opportunity fo learn conservation and gardening
skills, try out heritage crafts or undertake team
building activities through bushcraft and fire pit

sessions.

This 12-week course is designed for adults aged
18+ who are feeling socially isolated and/or

are experiencing mild to moderate depression,
low mood, anxiety or stress or are struggling to
return to work after a period of sick leave.

'The course will run every Wednesday 9:30am-
12:30pm from 7th June to 23rd August and is
based at Lindengate Gardens & Nature Reserve,
Wendover, HP22 6BD. The course costs £28
per session. Assisted places are available which
enables Lindengate to cover the full cost of the

course.

Find out more by contacting the Lindengate
Team on referrals@lindengate.org.uk or call
01296 622443 or visit our website WWw.
lindengate.org.uk/programmes/
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Get Involved - Volunteering

Whilst the weather has been rather
unpredictable this Spring, our team of
volunteers have been helping to transform the
site for the summer supporting the creation of
two areas of the garden into a new Apothecary
Garden and new Swale. We have over 150
volunteers supporting the site, aged from 13 to
over 80. If you would like to join a warm and
friendly community, meet new friends working
together to support the wellbeing of people
and the environment and help us maintain the
beautiful 6-acre Lindengate gardens, then get
in touch. We have a variety of volunteering
opportunities and would love to hear from you.
In April, Lindengate also welcomed several
teams of corporate volunteers from Huel,
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based in Tring and Barnett Waddingham based
in Amersham. Volunteers created a brand-new
nature trail and prepared an area of land ready
for us to create a chalk wildflower meadow.
Find out more www.lindengate.org.uk/
volunteering/

Events at Lindengate

‘We are running a series of events to celebrate
our 10th Anniversary which includes
fundraising dinners and lunches at Chequers.
More details can be found here www.lindengate.
org.uk/events/category/events/ Three upcoming
events for the public at our site include:

Sour Cherry Soup Play:
Thursday 8th June (7pm start)

Chalk, Cherries & Chairs is an ambitious
five-year scheme which aims to connect local
people to the wildlife and cultural heritage of
the Central Chilterns. The scheme operates
under three themes — wildlife, heritage and
people — but the projects which fall under
these three themes are all designed with the
Chilterns landscape in mind. As part of this
project, Lindengate is hosting the play ‘Sour
Cherry Soup’by Sarah Clifford. This one-
person play will be performed in the Heritage
Orchard. The venue opens at 5.30pm to allow
you to enjoy the gardens, have a picnic or sit
back and relax in our heritage orchard. The play

starts at 7pm and lasts for around 45 minutes.

Mikron Theatre Company:
Wednesday 21st June (7pm start)

Mikron Theatre Company will be returning
to Lindengate again on Wednesday 21st June.
They will be performing “Twitchers’ on the
main lawn, with the audience bringing their
own picnics (and chairs). You'll need your
binoculars and camouflage coats! Doors will
open at 5.30pm for everyone to come in with
their own picnic and enjoy a walk round the
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garden. The performance starts at 7pm.
£13 for children/ £15 for adults.

Open Gardens — Summer visiting hours
Visit our winning unique secret garden with
your friends and family. All are welcome.
There is no admission charge, but we ask for a
suggested £5 donation upon entry, thank you

Summer opening times are:
*  Wednesday to Fridays 11am-4pm
* Saturdays 1-4pm

For more information on our programmes,
events, volunteer opportunities & opening
times, go to: www.lindengate.org.uk

The Buck Pub
2023

This year’s Buck Pub
will be held over
August Bank Holiday
weekend. The format

will be similar to last

year’s including:

* Saturday night quiz. :
A light-hearted fun evening

* Sunday pizza day for all the family

* Monday music festival with BBQ_

* Proceeds to charity

All the details for the weekend will be
posted at: www.thebuckpub.co.uk

If you are able to volunteer your help over
the weekend, then do please contact Nigel
at nigel@kippax.org.uk. We always need
people to help set up; pack away; serve
drinks and prepare food.
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HorticulturalSociety

Hello Gardeners. Yes, the recent UK weather as

I write this at the end of April, has been quite
variable, with some cold, wet and windy days as
well as some sunny and mild ones. Fortunately, we
are gardeners and love getting wet and muddy!
(“Pardon’, I hear you say.) Having written that,
we are probably now in the middle of a drought.

I went mad planting bulbs last year, but what
a show. It was so worth it. I love taking little
bunches when I visit friends and family.

I expect many of you now have a greenhouse
filled with pots and trays full of anticipation of
the beautiful flowers and vegetables. I have had
some success with the Italian tomato seeds I
brought at one of the talks, I must say they are
looking pretty good, If I can grow from seed
anyone can do it. Do have a go, any surplus can
be swapped with friends and family etc, after
all there is a limit to how much of the same

variety you can eat.

Our 25th Spring Show and plant sale was
held on Saturday 1st April at Aston Clinton
School. Despite the weather conditions, this
year being a challenge for flowers and spring
bulbs, we had a fantastic and colourful display
from exhibitors. It was lovely to welcome new
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Top: Chris Dunbar receiving tuition from Graham
Thirkettle on staging daffodils. Left: Winner of the floral
art class “A celebration of the life of Queen Elizabeth IT”

by Jacqui Pearson.

exhibitors, some of whom were successful
in winning a trophy and will hopefully be
encouraged to enter again at the next show.

As always, it was a spectacular event with
thanks to our trusty band of willing helpers
and the show was well attended with people
travelling long distances to get to the venue.
The ever-popular teas and plant sales did a
brisk business; all the plants sold out very early.
Trophies and awards were presented by our
society President, Professor Ed Peile and his
wife Linda Peile, who very much enjoyed the
village show atmosphere. The Show Secretary,
Graham Thirkettle, in his final year as secretary,
would like to thank all those people who
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helped to organise, set up and run the show,
and to all the exhibitors and general public
who supported us.

Here are some gardening
tips for June and July.

June

* Summer has arrived so now is the time
to position your hanging baskets and
containers; don't forget to water and
feed them.

* Plant out your summer bedding now that
the frosts have disappeared.

* Sow poppies straight into the ground.

* Harvest lettuce, radish and other salads
and early potatoes.

* Support tall growing perennials such as
hollyhocks and delphiniums.

* Leave your lawn a little longer in length
during dry spells.

* Keep weeding...

July

* Deadhead bedding plants and repeat-
flowering perennials.

* Cut lavender for drying.

* Give dahlias a liquid feed.

* Feed sweet peas regularly, pick the flowers
every few days, and remove seed pods to
prolong flowering.

* Take softwood cuttings.

* Resist the temptation to water established
lawns, even in dry spells — grass should
cope well with drought and although it
may die back, it will soon recover once
rain returns.

* Keep weeding...
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Forthcoming events
and meetings

Wed 7 June, 6pm — 8pm, Visit to Home
Farm Plants, Delphinium Specialists (there
might still be some places available — we are

limited to 30 people).

Wed 14 June, 8pm, Talk
“Millboppers Pasture”, Butterfly Conservation,
Anthony Hall.

Thurs 29th June, Garden visit by coach to
Nyman’s (National Trust).

Wed 16th August, 6pm - 7.45pm
Summer Show Entry Night, Anthony Hall

Sat 19th August, 2pm Summer Show & Plant
Sale, Aston Clinton School

Our Summer Show is a great community
event with exhibits that include flowers,
floral art, vegetables, children’s classes, and
handicrafts. There will be a plant sale, stalls,
raffle and homemade teas. More information
including the full schedule and entry form,
will be made available on our website nearer
the time.

Let’s hope the forthcoming months
bring us great weather so we can spend
longer in our gardens nurturing our plants
and admiring our hard work.

If you are interested in finding out more
about any of our events or joining the
Society, please get in contact via email:

info astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.co.uk

Mandy Valentine
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Coronation
celebrations: Drayton
Beauchamp Village
Walk

At 10am on a damp bank holiday Monday, the
intrepid villagers of Drayton Beauchamp set off
from St Mary’s Church on a walk of the parish to

celebrate the Coronation of King Charles II1.

Participants were able to choose from 2, 4
and 6.5-mile circular routes within the parish
boundaries. All were reunited for a sandwich
and cake lunch at 1pm. Amazingly, the
much-forecast rain held off and the walking
conditions were good - not too hot on the
steep climbs. It was good to remind ourselves
that surprisingly wild and remote corners are
right on our doorstep.

'The quality of the walk was only matched
by the quality of the catering. A champagne
reception at the first stop set a high standard
and the quality of the lunch, from official
coronation quiche to magnificently decorated
cakes, rose to the challenge. A stirring rendition
of ‘God Sawve the King’rounded off the event.

Over 30 villagers took part in one way or
another and a great day was had by all and
funds were raised for St Mary’s.
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The church also benefitted from freshly painted
gates, thanks to the Hunt family who putin a

long day’s volunteering for the King’s Big Help
Out. The result is fantastic and sets the church
up for the 800th Centenary in the autumn.

Fix My Street

Remember, if you need to report a problem
on a street/road in Buckinghamshire or track
the progress of reported issues, please use
the Fix My Street service:

fixmystreet.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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St Mary’s
Drayton Beauchamp
Save the date

Sunday 3rd September at 11am

8t Mary’s Drayton Beauchamp

800th Centenary Service

Please join us to celebrate this historic event.
'The Bishop of Buckingham, Bishop Alan,
will be leading the service.

Ridgeway Chorale and Aylesbury Brass Band
will be accompanying the congregation in
hymns and fanfare.

There will be prosecco and nibbles afterwards.

Saturday 7th October
8t Mary’s Drayton Beauchamp Concert

Doors open at 6.30pm,
concert to start at 7.15pm

'The musical trio from the Bernardi Music
Group comprises professional musicians
playing piano, cello and violin. The violin is a
Stradivarius, made in Cremona, Italy, in 1696
and is listed as one of the most important
violins ever made by Antonio Stradivarius.
'The violin has now been named ‘the Amici
Bernardi violin’in honour of the great
friendship within the group.

They will be playing a wonderful repertoire,
including Beethoven, Rachmaninov,
Schubert, Dvorik, Delibes Lakmé 'Flower
Duet’, Nigel Hess ‘Ladies in Lavender’and

more.

Tickets are £30 each to include a welcome
drink and canapés. Proceeds to help maintain

St Mary’s Church.

Please contact Natalie Fieldhouse on
benefice3@gmail.com to register your interest.
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Drayton Beauchamp
Annual Litter Blitz 2023

On Saturday March 25, a party of thirteen
veteran Drayton Beauchamp litter blitzers set out
to clear litter and fly-tipping from the verges and
ditches of the village from the Upper Icknield Way
to Puttenham Bridge.

They started at the top of The Holloway,
picking up countless cans, bottles and ready-
meal cartons. A little detour at the Wendover
Arm Canal bridge and some waders were
needed to remove eight car tyres from the
canal. Working their way down the Puttenham
Road, they pulled two bicycles, an office chair
and a pallet and filled many more bags with
cans etc.

The customary (and all important) bacon
rolls and coffee were served at Lower Farm
to revive the valiant volunteers after picking
up the largest haul of litter yet.

A great time was had by all.
Meryl Nodes, Clerk to the Parish Meeting
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HEALTH

Aston Clinton Surgery 01296 630241  www.westongrove.com
Aston Clinton Dental Clinic 01296 323090  www.astonclintondentalclinic.co.uk
Amersham Hospital 01494 434411 www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
John Radcliffe Hospital 01865 741166  www.ouh.nhs.uk/hospitals/jr/
Stoke Mandeville Hospital 01296 315000  www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
Wycombe Hospital 01494 526161  www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
NHS Direct 1M 111.nhs.uk

Samaritans 116123 jo@samaritans.org
ENERGY SUPPLIERS

Electricity Emergency 0800 7838 838

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999

Water Emergency 0800 3169 800

CRIME

Police Emergency 999

Police non-emergency and Neighbourhood watch 101 www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Childline 0800 111

Organ isations Any error or omission in this list should be notified to the Editor.

EDUCATION

Aston Clinton School 01296 630276  www.astonclintonschool.co.uk
Aston Clinton Pre School 07928 309321  pre-school.acpsmanagement@gmail.com
Totspot (AC Baptist Church) 01296 631824  www.astonclintonbaptist.org
SPORT AND LEISURE

Aston Clinton Badminton Club 07958 479690

Aston Clinton Bowls Club 01296 630403  www.astonclintonbowlsclub.org
Aston Clinton Colts Junior F.C. 07786 908219  coltsclubsecretary@outlook.com
Aston Clinton F.C. 07930 925840  www.astonclintonfc.co.uk

Aston Park Tennis Club 01296 630826  www.astonparktennis.co.uk

Aston Wine Club 01296 630531  www.astonwineclub.co.uk

Aylesbury Green Park Sub Aqua Club 07092 075004  www.aylesburydivers.org.uk

Back to Netball 07545033986  weststandmolly@aol.com

Buckland & Aston Clinton Cricket Club 01296 631788  www.baccc.play-cricket.com
Buckland Book Group 01296 630531  brfletcher@hotmail.co.uk

Buckland Bridge Club 01296 630552  Buckland.bridge@gmail.com
Dolphin Swim School 07966 450458  dolphinswimschool2017@gmail.com
Swimezee 01296 730742  www.swimezee.co.uk
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YOUTH GROUPS

Aston Clinton Guides, Brownies and Rainbows

www.girlguiding.org.uk

Aston Clinton Scouts 01296 708158  ac.scouts@Yahoo.com

Aston Clinton Cubs 01296 708158  ac.cubs@Yahoo.co.uk

Aston Clinton Beavers 01296 708158  ac.beavers@yahoo.co.uk

Aston Clinton Youth Club astonclintonyouthclub@yahoo.com

CHURCHES

St Michael and All Angels, Aston Clinton 01296 632488  www.s-michaels.org.uk

All Saints, Buckland 01296 632488  www.allsaintsbuckland.org.uk

St Mary the Virgin, Drayton Beauchamp 01296 632488  www.s-marys.org.uk

Aston Clinton Baptist Church 01296 631824  www.astonclintonbaptist.org

Our Lady of Lourdes RC Church 01296 290545  www.ourladyoflourdes.uk

HALLS FOR HIRE

Anthony Hall 07443 976639  hallbookingonline.com/anthonyhall/

Baptist Church 07834 772937  lettings@astonclintonbaptist.org

Buckland Village Hall 01296 630310

Red Kite Pavilion 01296 630270  nick@yourcafeinthepark.co.uk

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Aston Clinton Parish Council 01296 631269  www.astonclinton.org.uk

parishcouncil@astonclinton.org.uk

Buckland Parish Council 01296 630962  clerk@bucklandpc.org.uk

Drayton Beauchamp. Parish Meeting 01296 630396

Buckinghamshire Council 0300 131 6000 www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk

BC Councillors Bill Chapple OBE 01296 426814  Bill.Chapple@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Mike Collins 01296 632039  Mike.Collins@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Julie Ward 07766 545236  Julie.ward@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Environmental Health (fly tipping) 01296 585605

Highways 01296 486630  www.buckscc.go.uk

M.P. for Aylesbury Rob Butler 020 7219 3000  rob.butler mp@parliament.uk

MISCELLANEOUS

All Saints Friends, Buckland 01296 630454  peter.elwin@elwins.net

Aston Clinton Ladies Group 01296 630740

Aston Clinton U3A 01296 436403  www.u3asites.org.uk/aston-clinton/home

Horticultural Society 01296 633376  www.astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.co.uk

Royal British Legion 01296 632039

SSAFA Forces Help 01296 631030

Churchill Lunch Club 07921 172642

Turpins Charity 01296 630162  www.turpinscharity.org.uk

Wendover Heights Veterinary Centre 01296 623439  www.whvc.co.uk

Women'’s Institute 01296 706908  b.d.ac.wi@gmail.com
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Estone Grange Pond

At Estone Grange we have a large attenuation
pond (SUDs Sustainable Urban Drainage
Scheme) created to slow the flow from the run-off
from the estate. There is considerably more run-
off than before the houses were built. SUDs are
created on most newbuild estates.

The pond serves not only as a safe and efficient
means for surface water to enter the local
watercourse but also as a habitat for wildlife.
The thick reeds and other plants have made
a haven for birds, insects, frogs and more. It
has become a special place where birdsong
fills the air at dusk and dawn and dragonflies,
damselflies and butterflies flit about in the sun.
The pond has performed well but there
had been a considerable amount of silt and
debris, much of it from the construction phase,
that had accumulated at the point of entry. A
Sunday morning volunteer working party led
by the Chiltern Society removed vegetation
and mud from the area to allow the water
to flow. This has also opened up some water
for ducks, heron and other species. Further
areas will be cleared later, though the major
part of the pond will be left as habitat. It will
be interesting to see new wild visitors on the
pond, which retains water all year round even
in the driest of times.
We are blessed that we have such a large
pond that provides plenty of interest. Once
the water has cleared and the muddy mess
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from the working party has dried and greened
up, the pond should continue to give pleasure
to visitors and residents, human and wild.

We are enormously grateful to the Chiltern
Society’s Community Wildbelt Project
Manager, Amanda Barnicote and her team for
undertaking the very hard and muddy job and
working around the many frogs present.

The open spaces on the estate are managed
by Estone Grange Management Company
Limited, a not-for-profit company. This is a
considerable responsibility but the directors
are getting to grips with it and a new local
managing agent, Neil Douglas Management
Limited has been appointed. Not all new
estates include public rights of way but there
are definitive routes through Estone Grange
that connect Aston Clinton to Buckland,

Putnam and beyond. Kazy Todd

Est. 1996

Aston
Wine Club

Forthcoming events at Buckland
Village Hall, Buckland

Doors open 7.45pm for an 8pm start.

16th June, Summer Party (outside weather
permitting) Lebanese evening with buffet and
wines provided by Tarboush.

21st July, Jane Dooley will present wines
from South Africa.

Jane started her wine career in South Africa.
She studied at the Cape Wine Academy and
on moving to the UK obtained her WSET

diploma.

If you would like to attend or would like

more information, please contact us at
info@astonwineclub.co.uk or www.astonwineclub.
co.uk/ or take a look at our Facebook page:
Aston Wine Club
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Local Trades and Services

Please mention Village Life when responding to our advertisers.

You can find their adverts on the following pages:

BUILDING SERVICES
C D Lane Contractors
D Hewitt Building Services
Hands-on-Handyman
Jim Workman

K-Lin Woodwork
Laxton Properties

M D Marriott decorators
M J Renewables

N R Green

P Greville

Signature Estates
Smashing Windows
The 50 Plus

BUSINESS SERVICES
Rodgers Family Wealth
Management

Netquest Consulting
Problems with my PC
Wendover Computers

CARE & CARE HOMES
Age UK
Chiltern MS Centre

CARS & MOTORING
Roy Chapman
Tyre Changers

CHILDCARE
Barnowls Nursery etc
PACE Charity

2
50

51
58

63
62

59

ELECTRICAL

E Sharp (Electrical) Ltd
MJ Electrical

R Powell & Son

Waren Electrical

GARDENS

Greg O'Callaghan
Merryweather Mowers
Passiflora

Phipps Fencing

R B Treecare

R D Leonard

Town & Country

HOUSE & HOME

A Brighter Home Carpets
A Brighter Home Ovens
Albany Carpets

Elizabeth Anne Blinds
Johnson Sewing Machines
Mike & Kym Decorators
Stitch & Mend

Super Happy Windows
Warren ovens & carpets

HEALTH & FITNESS

Clear Aid

JoAnn Latus Sch of Dance
Jazzercise

Pure Pilates

Physio Pilates in Bucks

Progressive Sports Massage 56

Tai Chi
Tring Yoga Studio
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51
56

HOTELS/RESTAURANTS/PUBS

The Oak village pub

LEISURE & TRAVEL
Adams Travel

Aston Wine Club
Chiltern Archery
Travel Impressions

PLUMBING & HEATING
A C Plumbing & Heating
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Tring Market Auctions

64

51
42
61
47

48
55

54
44
43
45
53

39




K-LIN..

EST: 2004

CABINET MAKING & JOINERY

A family run business covering many
aspects of woodwork including kitchens,
bedrooms, studies, flooring, interior & exterior
Joinery and much more. For your
woodworking requirements please contact Mark Green.

Office: 01296 612606 Mobile: 07748 903748
Email: mark@k-lin.co.uk

MAKING WOOD - WORK FOR YOU

40

Mobility for life - Flexibility for life - Strength for
life - Balance for life - Mental wellbeing for life

Pilates for life

Suitable for everyone regardless of age,
level of fitness or ability. online
Come and join me for mid-morning classes also
and lunchtime classes in Aston Clinton. available

Contact Noelle 07870 595015
noelle@purepilates.uk.com )
www.purepilates.uk.com |=—]‘iﬁ_

A
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SIGNATURCc

cSTATES

Show off your Property, and sell it with Style!

Process of selling or eating

*» Drone Phatography = Lifestyle Photos * Local Expert
» Selling Advice & Tips = Twilight Photos = Videos

Contact one of « Aston Clinton Team and boo » Froe

Find us at Q 10a Westan Road, Aston Clinton HP22 5EG

Q\_‘) U] 296 630 ] 35 :@ www.signatureestates.co.uk m astonsignaturesstates.co.uk
Booﬂin 5 ratmove @it m;{_._.
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‘R POWELL & SON
ELECTRICAL

A place to be

Me

Sophy Winfield
Experienced local therapeutic

counsellor offering a friendly,
professional and private counselling
service for adults, children
and young people.
Free 30 minute initial consultation
BACP registered and insured

07749 937706
sophy@aplacetobeme.co.uk
www.aplacetobeme.co.uk

Locally based Confidential Discreet

You don’t need to
know about wine
to join us!

Physiotherapy, Pilates classes
1:1 sessions available

Learn about wine

Expand your knowledge

Wines from all corners of the world

Professional speakers

Usually eight wines to taste

Light buffet

074] 5 84]299 Friendly, relaxed & informal evenings
Tastings once a month on a Friday

Buckland Village Hall

www.physioandpilatesinbucks.com
Non-members are very welcome

Aston Clinton,
Halton,
Wendover, www.astonwineclub.co.uk

Weston Turville
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WARREN ELECTRICAL @) JAZZERCISE

WHERE FITNESS AND FUN

SERVICES LTD

Fully Qualified and Insured

Our work is guaranteed
Special Offers
Available to
All electrical work undertaken MNew Customers

Free no obligation quotation

Email: peterwarren25@aol.com & jozzercisel@hotmail.co.uk
&) Call Keni on 07900 987230
Tel: 07976 709855 D @JozzerciseBucksBedsHerts

Open7 Days! [FARM $§

- Always a big selection of fresh Fruit & Vegetables
- Extensive freezer selection too. '

- Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.
- Top brand pet foods and animal feeds. __
- Garden bird tables and bird food. _llg

P E Mead & Sons Farm Shop n Find us on

Facebook

Wilstone, Nr Tring, HP23 4NT _
w: www.pemeadandsons.co.uk t: 01442 828478
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Matilda
oﬁ Iovence

£ s

5a London Road »
Aston Clinton / gooo ror tue s6UtL
HP22 S5HG

HER FIRST THREE SINGLES
Red Lights « Remember «Fools Break Hearts Too

AVAILABLE NOW

Stream or buy on all music platforms

matildaflorence_music

RAD Ballet & ISTD Tap & "Z'_F'dffn- =

Eslaﬁllshed'dance schoul in Aston Clinton, Stuke Mandeville and Weston Turville
with more than 30 years of experience and success. Free trial sessions.

07800 518654 || @jolatusdance || www.jolatusdance.co.uk
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PUDDINGSTONE DISTILLERY
s The Gin Guide Distillery of the Year 2021

Multi-award winning Campfire Gins,
Spppas gin gift sets, limited edition gins and more...
distilled at our Tring distillery.

F
¢ v:l ¢
A2
» Y

l',pupluf

rin

Visit the distillery shop on Fridays & Saturdays and enjoy a gin tasting.
FREE delivery on orders over £80 at puddingstonedistillery.com
Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 4NT f © W
VARAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV AV ARV ARYAN

* -1
i W

e .

We work with landowners to build a sustainable legacy, providing
attractive homes and tangible benefits for the local community.

Our current developments include Jubilee Gardens, in the centre of Aston Clinton,
and Old Rectory Farm at Puttenham, where we are building 7 homes ranging
from a single-storey 3 bedroom barn conversion to 5 bedroom homes with huge
gardens. Please contact us to find out more.

Let us know if you have land with www.laxtonproperties.co.uk
development potential 01442 878982
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The 5 Plus Elizabeth Anne

Home Repairs Curtains & Blinds
Your 50plus Club inclusive deals: : =

s Annual boiler service

» Back up heating ! “i )X

¢ Additional discount

Call us, pop in or visit our website for
full details of our broad range of
services, Your 50plus Club

membership, helpful advice & pricing

* Plumbing ¢ Electrical * Handy
* Appliances ¢ Decorating
¢ Gardening ¢ Carpentry

* Home Improvements 01442584567

e In nden hom rvi
dependence at home services info@elizabethanne-blinds.co.uk

01494 784 448 {% www.elizabethanne-blinds.co.uk

www.the50plus.co.uk _
Serving customers for over 20 years

WENDOVER
COMPUTERS

3 lckmield Court, Back Street, Wendover HP22 GEB 071296 200275

Do you feel like throwing your computer Obliterate your home Wi-Fi issues
out of the window? 5 Mo matter what size your home is
Fed up with it going slow? we can get Wi-Fi into every area of
Strange messages popping up? your home, especially where il's
most needed

iPhone & IPad repairs

Speed up your slow computer with an 35D
Significantly mprove the performance of
i computer by upgrading the old HDD
Come and check out the

Wendover Computers
refurbished station. We
stock iPads, iPhones,
iMacs, Macbooks

PCs and Laptops =

help@wendover-computersco.uk wwwawendover-computers.couk
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First Aid Courses for

Parents and Guardians

Covering:
- Choking
- Head Injuries
- Asthma
- Temperature Recognition
- Anaphylaxis
- Burns
- Bleeding
- Nose Bleeds
- Common Child Ilinesses
- Home First Aid Kit

£20 per person for a 3-hour course in your own home

Invite your friends over for a fun and interactive
coffee morning learning First Aid

07930 224188
robby@clearaid.co.uk
www.clearaid.co.uk

CLEAR

OVEN AND CARPET

CLEANING

Commercial domestic end-of-tenancy
AGA = RANGE = BBQ = EXTRACTOR
CARPET = RUG = UPHOLSTERY

Fully insured Extreme care Best results

Call

Warren on
01442 827 899

YEARS
%?(pe\"\e“ce

P \’SO“a‘ 07780 865 632
erSt
Se‘“‘ce - ..Il-v':{ﬂ"
/"/:i; ritaClean
S S—

* No booking fees

Travel Impressiens
e e

VILLAGE LIFE JUNE/JULY 2023 acvillagelife.co.uk

Looking to visit Southern Africa...

For help with creating the best itinerary for you please call or email us

* We work with specialist companies to tailor-make the holiday to your requirements
* Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency
* Extensive experience to arrange every detail

* Using fully bonded tour operators

f]&)

01442 890265

enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk
www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF
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INFLATION IS CONTINUING TO RISE

Inflation rates are still making headlines and we are seeing the reality of
these price increases in all aspects of day-to-day life.

Despite recentrises in interest rates, the gap .
between interest earned and continually increasing
prices means that the value of any cash savings is

effectively going backwards in real terms.
Mandy Rodgers Daniel Rodgers

Not sure what to do about it? Please get in touch to discuss alternative options.

The value of an investment with St. James's Place will be directly linked to the performance of the funds you
select and the value can therefore go down as well as up. You may get back less than you invested.

An investment in equities does not provide the security of capital associated with a deposit account with a bank
or building society.

; 5t
Hebgers Famdly Wealih $lana Az mandy.rodgers@sjpp.co.uk @ 01296 662092 Pﬁu?-\:
D - ' @ www.rodgersfamilywealth.co.uk —

Rodgers Family Wealth Management is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management Plc (which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and
services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing
terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives. Approved 13/07/2022

Aston Clinton Plumbing & Heating

omeoty  All aspects of Plumbing & Heating
SERVICEincluding oil & gas fired systems

e New Cylinders e Cold Water Tanks e Taps & Ball Valves
e Power Flushing e Radiators e Boiler Servicing & Repairs
- e 24/7 Breakdown Cover

“safe Established 1978
551896 c7145 www.astonclintonplumbingandheating.co.uk

Aston Clinton customers
Tel: 01296 350034

Mobile: 07860 301576
Email: andrewhatcherss@aol.com
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Stitch ©Mend

Phone Audrey

OF96E234 757 or 01296 631007
B stechandmend@gmaloom

M.D. MARRIOTT

i Painting, Decorating
:and Colour Design
Professional & reliable service
iTel: 01296 630576

$128 London Road, Aston Clinton

MIKE & KYM

Painters and Decorators
usband & wife team

Professional finish * Friendly reliable service
Aston Clinton based

Tel: 01296 632341

Greg O'Callaghan

Fully Ouslified & Insured Arborist
Tree Removal, Reduction & Reshaping
Hadge Trimening & Reglanting

Stump Grirding

24-Hour Emergency

T: 01296613529

M: 07767 795883

www. gocalltrescars.com
gocalltrescarefgmail.com

ooaoo

G.O'Callaghan
Tree Care Ltd.

Merryweather Mowers
Sales - Service - Repairs

54 Brook Street, Aston Clinton
Tel: (01296) 631918

Proprietor: lan Stiles

J.Workman

CARPENTRY &
BUILDING | services

. 07725644983 @ jworkmancarpentry
=4 workmancarpentry@igmail.com @ workmancarpentry

H A PHIPPS

FEMCING COMTRACTOR

t: 01296 630514
m: 07860 618948

= Dsmeste * Security * Pabios ond Gorden work

t RD Leonard Ltd

Fencing and Gates

Other work also undertaken

Contact Richard on
07875723201
rdleonarditd@gmail.com

VILLAGE LIFE JUNE/JULY 2023 acvillagelife.co.uk

Advertise
your business here
and reach 2800 homes

from only £45 for
a whole year.



N.R.Green

D.HEWITT BEUILDING

Established in 1945
SERVICES stanlished In
Extensions Builders
Conversions
Brickwork&Patios Plumbers
General Building Decorators
(01296)632248
Mooi078 51441069 Tel: 01296 631922

Mobile: 07980 676803

224 L.ondon Road
Aston Clinton

Dominic.hewittl92@btinternet.com

HP22 5LE
b=y =] | H b b=y = ] H]
pomesTic APPROVED
INSTRALLER I:I CONTRACTOR

MJ Electrical

Engineering Ltd
All electrical work undertaken

NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor
Call Mike on 01296 630703 or 07530 899434

Email: info@mij-electrical.co.uk

Website: www.mj-electrical.co.uk
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79 Buckinghamshire
ageuk

services and support

Neat Feet

Welfare Benefits -
Information & Advice

Handyvperson Service
Hairdressing at Home

Computer Training
Gardening Services
Befriending Plus

Housekeeping We help older people throughout the county live
WWW. ageukbucks org.uk '"depe"de""y

i sy HP19 019 . Call 01296 431 911

TAI CHI & QIGONG

Improves joints, mobility, balance etc

Your Local Independent Strengthens the immune system
Travel Agent Every Tuesday evening
two classes 4:55pm and 6pm
11 Market Square at Anthony Hall,
Aylﬂﬂ:bury 33 London Road, Aston Clinton, HP22 SHL

Regular online classes also available

TC],. 0 1 296 8730 1 T Contact Keith Fensom 07787 224823

email: keith.fensom@gmail.com
aylesbury.adamstravel@gmail.com www.yangshengtaichi.com

www.adamstravelaylesbury.co.uk

BABTA e

That Trawel Ligescistion
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Heritage & Sons

Funeral Directors

146 Aylesbury Road, VWendover
01296 620777

Also at Aylesbury, Amersham, Winslow,
Buckingham and Bletchley

www.cpjfield.co.uk

S

C.P.]J.Field.

More than a funeral director since 1690.

Bocasse every V e is W\ictua

Jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk

] Brown Funeral Services
Independent Family Funeral Director

and all surrounding areas.

be they traditional, green or totally bespoke.

o@ -

Serving Wendover, Aylesbury, Aston Clinton, Amersham,

-
Funeral Director Jason Brown has over 25 years experience .
and is here to assist you with making funeral arrangements, "‘

The Buckinghamshine

.'z;"(';.r.r.-.r.-'rr... r/(.-'-'v;?r.-'.r-

Amersham
67 Woodside Road, HP6 6AA
01494 727474

Wendover
23 High Street, HP22 6DU
01296 312222
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M J Renewables

e PV Solar panel array design & installation — from £7,000
Produce your own clean green energy with one of our roof mounted PV solar
panel arrays.

e Battery storage solutions - from £1,800
Make better use of the energy you generate by storing it in a battery. Use it
when you need it rather than returning it to the grid.

e Energy saving solutions
Thermal imaging scans to check your home insulation - from £40
Immersion heater linked to your solar generation -from £470

Call Michael to see how we can help you reduce your energy bills & your carbon
foot print.

07790 737628 www.mj-renewables.co.uk mike @mj-renewables.co.uk

LEGENDARY BEER FROM HERTFORDSHIRE

VISIT OUR

BREWERY
SHOP ror

» DRAUGHT BEER
> BOTTLED BEER
> GIN e CIDER e MEAD
» MIXED CASES

> COLLABORATIONS
> LOCAL PRODUCE

» GIFT VOUCHERS

> GOLDEN TOAD
MEMBERSHIP 1n2023

will b

» BREWERY TOURS ™

o 1
e
L) reirikles

I RIN( i Dunsley Farm, London Road, Tring HP23 6HA G g
O 01442 890721 www.tringbrewery.co.uk

BREWERY Co.
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RANDS omLANDYIIAN

Property Maintenance

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Liability insured.
References available.

Call Dave for a FREE quote on
or 07952 280865
Email :
dave.dentoni@ntiworld.com

Alura

Candles & Diffusers

Based in Tring, we
create luxurious
candles & diffusers
at great prices.

Order online and
use the code
VL20 for a
20% discount
or call us on
07510 330110.

aluracandles.co.uk

mashing
WIndows

Dot

New windows and Doors!
Repairs & Installations

Call: 01296 630650 or log onto:
www.smashingwindows.com

TRABING:
STANDBARTIS
APPRIBVER

C=RTASS
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e Give Your Oven the 5 Star Treatment!

"-.i“ a ... 3 E

| s . Superior Cleaning of!:

% Ovens

TS % Hobs/Extractors
o HP22 based farﬁily business - '* Ranges & Agas

o Oven ready to use straight away -
® Non-Caustic, Child & Pet safe -~ ~ R * BBOs

o Over 15 years' experience E o * FridgeS/ Freezers
® Which? Approved Trader
® 500+ Checkatrade.com Reviews - Ca" us deay on:

Which? N i
%}?’%‘mabrlghterhome ) il
4 RS L LE  abrighterhome.co.uk

BucksBoilers (C

Design-Install epair

Bucks Boilers is a local, family run business based in Aston Clinton .

Fully insured, Gas Safe registered with over 40 of years experience. Previously
known as Jenkins plumbing and heating/Kings plumbing and heating.

/ Free quotes / 24 Hour call out / 5 Star customer service

Expert Boiler Installation Power Flushing

Boiler Servicing and Repairs Cylinders
Radiators Plumbing

01296 914461 info@bucksboilers.com

www.bucksboilers.com Q@bucksboilers
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R.B. Tree Care

Tree felling
Crown reductions
Crown thinning
Hedge trimming
Stump grinding

Riccardo Benigno
Arborist

01296630424
07976450458
riccardobenigno@gmail.com
www.rbtreecare.com

Search for us on:

YA

y ﬂlur’. -

¢ First 'drop-in’

v just £5

Something for Everybody,
try any of the following:
Strength core and mare,

Beginners, Yogi Barre,
. Fundalini, Ashtanga,

TRING
YOGA
STUDIO

Contact us for further information

07484 089432

pauline@@tringyogastudio.com

wﬁ
Progressive

Sports massage

From constant shoulder pain to sports injuries,
we'll help you progress to recovery.

Start YOUR recovery now.
Book Online

www.progressivesportsmassage.co.uk

You don’t need to be a
sports person to have a
sports massage.

Deep Tissue Massage - Sports Injuries . Work Related Injuries . Massage Therapy
9 BASED IN WESTON TURVILLE hannah@progressivesportsmassage.co.uk
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PATIOS TringMarket
FENCING Auctions

Antique and Fine Art Auctioneers

DRIVE vs and Valuers. Est. 1982

FREE QUOTATIONS + Valuations for Sale,
FENCING & GATES Probate & Insurance
Porcelain Paving
Sandstone Paving
Resin Bonded Drives
Brickwork

+ + Total and Part House
Clearance Specialists

+ Fine Art Sales and

Pergolas Fortnightly Sales of
Decking - All Types Antique Furniture and
Collectables

Buying or selling — we
welcome your enquiries

BROOK STREET, TRING, HERTS HP23 5EF
TELEPHONE: 01442 826446

sales@tringmarketauctions.co.uk
www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk

P G I"eVi | |e F R JEFFERY & SON

Property Maintenance €oal Merchant

Carpentry e Coal & Smokeless Fuel
Painting & Decorating Specialist * Kiln-dried logs
All carpentry & joinery repairs e Garden Compost

Door/window fitting & security locks
Kitchens, flooring
Fascias, guttering & fencing

e Also parts for grates

Delivered to your door

Painting & decorating - internal & external at low prices

30 yrs exp — 12yrs Local Authority /
Age Concern (Harrow) contractor

All work undertaken

Rel . . Contact: %
eliable, professional small local business - —
Free no obligation estimates Rex & Carol = =
Jeffery on
Tel: 01296 632008 / 07973 408639 01296 661258

paulgreville@gmail.com
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SUPER Commercial Exterior Cleaning
HAPPY Window Cleaning | Cladding

M Gutter Clearance | Cleaning Consultancy

® A high quality, trusted service
® High Level
® Solar Panel Cleaning
® Facia, soffits and cladding
® Fully Insured and DBS checked

“No job is too big, too small or too dirty!”

www.superhappywindows.co.uk
Tel: 07562 738733
jon@superhappywindows.co.uk
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Help people with neurological

conditions to live life to the full (Electrical) Ltd

Thanks to the generosity of a local family
trust, your donation will be match funded

ESTABLISHED 1932
at no extra cost to you, doubling the

impact of your donation. NICEIC Approved
7 .
%oy gy Electrical Contractors
91‘/.017 BiecOm es £2
Wwith Matcheq Or £2.25
funding with Gift Aid Trelawn ey
Stablebridge Road
= Scan the code to Aston Clinton
e ey make a donation
iy S’ Tel: 01296 630231
RS Mobile: 07908 062 910
www.chilternsmscentre.org/matchedfunding Email: esharpelectrical @tiscali.co.uk
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T 6ive Your Carpets the 5 Star Treatment!

® HP22 based family business

o Fast Drying - Carpets 1-2 hrs T
o Child, Pet and Wool safe E
o Over 25 years' experience

o Which? Approved Trader

® 500+ Checkatrade.com Reviews :

Oven, Carpet & Soft Furnishing Cleaners

& £ abrighterhome
&

i I Superior Cleaning of:
: *  Carpets
% Upholstery
% Leather
% Rugs
% Hard Floors

Call us today on:
01296 674110

abrighterhome.co.uk

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH
YOUR COMPUTER?

"l used Christian on a
recommendation. He gets full 5 star
approval - he managed to sort out a
software problem on my Dell laptop

that baffled another firm. Good
traditional customer service, expert
diagnostics and he fully explained
the problem and resolution"

Network, Email & Website Setup
Computer Repairs - Virus Removal
Data Recovery - Screen Repairs

Netquest Consulting Ltd
Offices in Tring & Dulwich

Call us on 0207 183 5539 or visit
www.netquest-consulting.com

VILLAGE LIFE JUNE/JULY 2023 acvillagelife.co.uk

Barnowils

Nursery, Pre-School
and Out of School Club

Contact Claire or Nila

on 01296 632692

8 New Road, Aston Clinton and
AC and Weston Turville schools

enquiries@barnowlsnursery.com
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Passiflora

Garden Design and Maintenance

| am a fully qualified garden designer. Perhaps your
garden needs just a little tender loving care after
the winter, or some regular maintenance.

Or maybe you would like some fresh ideas and
would like to implement a new planting plan to lift
the senses and stir the emotions.

Whatever your garden needs ...

Contact Claire on 0752 5336749 (Aston Clinton)

Are you having Problems...

with your Computerg
or Gadgets?

+ Make your PC Faster E

+ Ramove Viruses

¥ Fix Internet & Wi-Fi —

v Fix E-mail issues i ‘1 L

¥ Security, Anti-virus & Backups
¥ PC's, Mac's, iPads, iPhones
+ Mobiles Tablets, Printers efe...

Expert & Friendly Assistance
in your home or office
Robert King

07968 224460

Email: Help@ProblemsWithMyPC.co.uk

Read the nice things people have said at...
ww, ProblemsWithMyPC.co.uk

60
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Celebrating 50 years as Buckinghamshire's
largest flooring stockist

N
2

[

fice on 01296 423593 i

Ve are a Local Family Run Business

nal fra FREE
PLANNING

O ML }:r

{e www.albanycarpets.co.uk t SEVICE f
L AF
7L

e

AP ]
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Fancy something different for a @
Birthday Party
Try an archery party CHILTERN
for small to large groups 8 years and over.

Have a go Archery Experiences
&

Archery beginners courses also
available
All events managed by our own qualified coaches.

Call us to discuss your party needs
01296 630919 oremail doreen@chiltern-archery.co.uk
The Archery Centre, Buckland, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire, HP22 5HZ
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THE TYRE CHANGERS

( New Tyre Changers Location Now Open! )

( )

Visit our new base at Unit 5C Airfield Industrial Estate, Long Marston for
a fast and efficient tyre fitting service. With a drive-in facility available by
appointment, we can now fit the largest of alloy size and low-profile run flats.

Choose from a wide range of Premium, Mid-range and Budget tyres
at competitive prices.

Contact us for a quote or if you're unsure of your tyre condition, we're
ha to help.
\_ PRy P Yy,

( Phone: 07746 903 095 ) Email: info@thetyrechangers.co.uID

An Afternoon at
Moat Farm

Join us for a relaxed garden
party with some classic
afternoon favourites, along with
live music and a variety of stalls.

Thursda nd June 1:30 - . prm
Moat Farm, Water Lane, HP178XD

Email fundrais
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KEEP YOUR COOL
THIS SUMMER

WITH OUR AIR CONDITIONING RE-GAS OFFERS

R134A Air conditioning Re Gas - £55
1234YF Air conditioning Re Gas - £99
Deodoriser - £12

(Removes bad odours and bacteria
from your car’s air con system)

ALL MAKES
SERVICE & MOQT

CENTRE

1)
@ 3 RoyChapmanLtd

RoyChapman Ltd =

! ] =
01442 871234 Bac3s WESTERN RD
. 5 a
www.roychapman.com g g %
-y 5 £ 3

info@roychapman.com
22 Western Road, Tring HP23 4BB




4 & The Oak Aston Clinton
Fieas t: 01296 630466

'I‘lle O ak » Traditional Friendly English Village Pub
«» Great Ales—award winning beers!
. -Fmdmedhﬁddavmgpm?daysaweek
Aston Clinton « Large Beer Garden
. Regmar tl'lemadlfmd emﬂngs

welcomes you! * W

119 Green End Street | Aston Clinton | Aylesbury | ‘Bucks HP22 5EU
T: 01296 630466 | E: info@TheOakAstonClinton.net

www.TheDakAstunCIintan.net



