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Village Life

The bi-monthly community news magazine for
Aston Clinton, Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp

Normally, the September earthquake that was felt in our
area would probably be the main memory when we looked
back on 2020 in future years. This year, though, is different
and everything is seen through a coronavirus prism.

Although we are nowhere near being clear of the
pandemic, it is pleasing to see that some facets of life
are returning to something like the old ways and it is
notable how many of the articles in this issue reflect how
local organisations have found a way to cope with the
restrictions. In addition, our local companies are working
hard to provide the goods and services we all need and
we should support them whenever we can.

Since our last issue, the children have gone back to
school and parents tell me that Wine oclock is moving
back in the day to its usual time. More seriously, this is
a great development and we hope the children will be
able to catch up with the time they lost. On page 14,
two of them tell us how they have been affected by
Covid-19. We should also remember the work put in by
the teaching and ancillary staff to make sure the return
to school is as safe as it can be. Anyone who has had
children at home for months will appreciate the work
of teachers more than ever before.

Another welcome return was the Repair Café at
St Michael’s. On its first day back it was again very well
attended and raised £250 for the church from donations.
Repair Café will operate at the church every second
Saturday from 9am to noon. Masks and all the usual

Whole page ....ccecevveveeererenerennens £340 : . . .

Half page £180 precautions we are getting used to will be in force, and
QUATLET PAZE .eveververeererransensansansanes £90 for now there will be no refreshments available.
One-Tenth Page ...ccoceeevveevereecruenens £42

Also back is the Rhubarb Café, which is at St
Michael’s every Monday from 2-4.30pm. To ensure

Cover: Canal path approaching Aston Clinton,
David Lonsdale

that social distancing is respected, it is necessary to book
before arrival. You will need to contact rhubarbcafe1@
gmail.com or 071296 632488. And while you are visiting
the church please think about donating to the Aylesbury

Printed by Buxton Press, Palace Road,
Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 6AE

The Editor is always pleased

to receive local news of people,
clubs and events.

Foodbank. They particularly need non-perishable foods
and toiletries. Richard Vincent
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1 John 4.16 - God is Love

1In these difficult times

1 would like to
communicate something
simple yet profound.
God is love.

I came across these

letters and thought
they might illustrate the

fact that whilst we seek to say one thing, with
a little tweaking of punctuation, something
entirely different is heard.

DEAR JOHN LETTER ONE:
Dear John:

I want a man who knows what love is all about.
You are generous, kind, thoughtful. People who are
not like you admit to being useless and inferior.
You have ruined me for other men. I yearn for you.
1 have no feelings whatsoever when we're apart.

1 can be forever happy—will you let me be yours?
Gloria

DEAR JOHN LETTER TWO:
Dear John:

1 want a man who knows what love is. All about
you are generous, kind, thoughtful people, who are
not like you. Admit to being useless and inferior.
You have ruined me. For other men, I yearn. For
you, I have no feelings whatsoever. When we’re
apart, I can be forever happy. Will you let me be?
Yours, Gloria

‘God is love’. It’s hard to tweak the
punctuation here, although past
disappointments and pain could lead to a
question mark and realisations and revelations
could lead to an exclamation mark. What I
want to communicate is God is love.

Its not that God loves, but God is love
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Someone put it like this:

Take love from an Angel you get a demon.
Take love from a human you get a sinner.

Take love from God and there is nothing left.

God is love. Not the sort of love that sees
something attractive in another and secks
to gain it. But, seeing nothing attractive in
another, seeks to embrace it.

God is love. Whoever abides in love abides in

God and God abides in him. 1 John 4.16b

If we can immerse ourselves in the profound
depth of this sentence it may help our living
and our loving as we pass through these
difficult Covid days (hopefully Gloria and
John’s too!)

Nick, Minister ACBC

Aston Clinton Covid-19
Support Group

When Covid-19 came to this country and
lockdown was introduced to help control the spread
of the virus and save lives, our daily routines
changed overnight. For some, even the thought of
leaving the house became a challenge.

It was clear that support was needed to help
the vulnerable in the community and that
resulted in the formation of the Aston Clinton
Covid-19 Support Group. The Reverend Sally
Bottomer told Village Life how this came about.

“As soon as we realised Lockdown was
inevitable, I contacted Liz Tubb from the
Parish Council to discuss what we could do
to help the community. A few days later we
organised a public meeting in church to discuss
what help we could offer the community and

a week later the support group went live. We
hand delivered leaflets to the 1600 homes in
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Aston Clinton, advertising the support we could
give from prescription collections to shopping
requests, walking dogs to newspaper delivery.”
“It was incredibly easy to get volunteers,
we were inundated! We have such great
communities here in the Benefice, people
with really big hearts who just wanted to
help those who were most vulnerable. Liz and
I would receive the initial phone call for help
and we then delegated it to the volunteers.
There were over 50 volunteers in our
WhatsApp Group who would respond within
seconds to the request. In the four months of
Lockdown I estimate we received just under
2000 phone calls!”

“We have been asked if these support
services will remain in place once our lives
return to whatever becomes the new normal
and the answer is yes, definitely! Even now
we are still receiving requests from those
who remain fearful of stepping outside their
front door, fewer than before but enough for
the group to continue its awesome work. Liz
and I have discussed another leaflet drop to
the whole village so that anyone who needs
help for whatever reason can contact the
group...... the community spirit here is one in
a million.....so much so Liz and I received a
letter of thanks from our local MP, Rob Butler,
congratulating the Aston Clinton Covid-19
Support Group for its hard work during
Lockdown. Let’s keep going!”

Buck Pub

The Buck Pub is provisionally booked for the
weekend of December 4th/5th, but to be
realistic we feel there is only a very slim chance
that it will go ahead bearing in mind social
distancing requirements. A final decision will
be taken in October and published on the
website: www.thebuckpub.co.uk
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Benefice of
Aston Clinton
with Buckland &
and Drayton
Beauchamp

Thankfully we are now in the position to
open our wonderful churches although we
are still not at full service capacity.

At the time of going to print, the following
regular services will be happening but please
check our Facebook page ‘Aston Clinton
Benefice with Buckland and Drayton
Beauchamp’. Alternatively you can look at
www.achurchnearyou.com and search under
your postcode.

REGULAR SERVICES AND
EVENTS ACROSS THE BENEFICE

St Michael's Church - Sunday 10am

Benefice Communion

All Saints’ Church - Wednesday 10am
Benefice Celtic Prayer

St Mary’s Church - Thursday 4pm

Benefice Communion

In addition to these services, St Michael’s and
All Saints’are open for private prayer every day
10am to 4pm. St Mary’s will be open 10am to
4pm on Thursdays and all day on Sundays.

RHUBARB CAFE

Monday 2pm - 4.30pm. Please come along
to St Michael's church for some tea and
homemade cake.

REPAIR CAFE

2nd Saturday 9am — noon. St Michael's church.

BEREAVEMENT GROUP

Thursday 2pm. Once a month at All Saints’



ASTON CLINTON, BUCKLAND AND DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP

The Aston Clinton, Buckland & Drayton Beauchamp Horticultural Society Summer
Show was scheduled for August— then Coronavirus hit us! The Society committee decided
it would be too difficult to continue with the Summer Show in the usual format in this
new Covid world and we took the difficult decision fo cancel the Show.

LIFEIN THE VILLAGES DURING LOCKDOWN

PHOTOGRAPHIC

However, we were not to be beaten! With the
lockdown, people in the villages had the time to
get out into the local countryside and take notice
of the beautiful flora and fauna on our doorsteps.
And many people were taking lots of photos!

So, the idea of a “Life in the Villages during
Lockdown” Photographic Exhibition came about.
Rev. Sally Bottomer kindly agreed that we could
use St Michael's Church for the event and we
also acquired a few new volunteers to help with
the project — they were invaluable!

‘We decided to make the Photo Exhibition
open to all ages. We received over 700 photos, the
standard was incredible and it was great to get
such a wide variety with some brilliant captions.

The Exhibition was held on 29 August at
St Michael’s. With a Plant & Produce and Book
stall and donations, we raised over £250 towards
church funds. Thank you to everyone who sent in
photos and to everyone that attended! It would
be great to get your feedback on the event &
whether this is something we should do again.

6

Please send any comments to:
showcase@astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.co.uk

‘Thanks to Kimberley Baillie who put the photos
on flickr and the link for the photos can be found
at: www.flickr.com/photos/189305121@N04/
albums/with/72157715130488101.

NB the exhibition may be displayed again in October
at 8t Mary’s Church, Drayton Beauchamp so watch
out for news on social media and posters.

From top left to bottom right, Photos by:

Dawvid Tuckett, Colin Ruscoe, Ken Halls,

Luke Tomkins, Barbara Muston, Tom Kenney,
Kimberley Bailee, Ros Nicholls, Richard Neeedham,
Holly Stevens, Liz Smith and Maureen Ridler.

Diane Kolonko
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Parish Council

As summer draws to a close we reflect upon a
busy couple of months in the park, with families
returning to the playpark which re-opened under
strict Covid-19 rules, a host of exercise activities,
the busy café takeaway facility and lots of family
picnics.

Despite the restrictions on large groups, it
has been lovely to see so many people enjoying
our beautiful park in the sunshine. The Parish
Council is now embarking on a programme of
repairs to both the Trim Trail and the Playpark,
which couldn’t be started earlier due to a delay
in receiving the S106 funding.

Our exciting new build project, the
Community Centre, is heading into the
final stages, with completion expected in
mid-November. The project suffered some
unavoidable delays due to Covid-19, but now
the scaffolding is gone, and the building
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is really taking shape, with the addition of

the windows, interior fittings and services
connections. With the initial help of the school
children, we are in the process of finding a
name for the new building and everyone in the
village will be consulted in making the final
choice.

The Parish councillors and clerks are
working hard with not only the Community
Centre project, but also the day-to-day running
of our village and continue to meet regularly
in our Virtual Meeting Room. Please do keep
an eye on our website for news, updates and
information, plus all of our meetings, agendas
and minutes.

Image by Marion Mason

For a digital version of Village Life
please visit our website.

acvillagelife.co.uk
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Aston Park Tennis Club

Covid 19 has had a profound effect on all our lives,
but one positive outcome is that many have taken
to outdoor activities and, where possible, sport, to
bring some relief.

Aston Park Tennis Club has seen a 50%
rise in membership since the end of the
lockdown and since play has once again been
permitted. When asked, new members state
three principle reasons behind their joining
Aston Park.

Firstly, “The pandemic has instilled a need to
exercise more.” This can also be substantiated
in other sporting pastimes. Sales of bicycles
have left many retailers with no stock and
long waiting lists.

Secondly, We want to socialise and make

new friends, but in a safe environment’.

Finally, “Tennis is an outdoor activity that all
the family can participate in and enjoy’. What
better place to exercise, meet new friends and
ensure the kids are safe and occupied than
on a tennis court.

Now, thanks to Section 106 funding
facilitated by Aston Clinton Parish Council,
Aston Park TC has a fabulous new club house
pavilion, along with a toilet/changing room
block. In sympathy with the superb new
community centre currently under construction
in the park, the exterior boasts contemporary
timber cladding. The new buildings, which
are in the final stages of internal fitments,
would not be possible without the support and
encouragement of the parish council.

These new facilities are the icing on the cake
for a local club that is very family oriented,
welcomes players of all standards, has its own
(very busy) dedicated coach, has friendly social
club sessions and, for those of a competitive
nature, numerous mixed, ladies’and men’s doubles
teams competing in local league matches.
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For more information and membership details,
please contact Barbara on 07757 690392 or
www.astonparktennis.co.uk

Adrian Bowen

Live Well- Stay Well

Buckinghamshire Council is proud to support
Live Well — Stay Well, a major new adult health
campaign to seize this unique moment in time for
a “national reset of health’.

To support people to live healthier lives, the
campaign will provide a variety of tools and
apps to help residents make healthier food
choices, become more active and prevent future
weight gain. One of these tools is a free Weight
Loss Plan app, which provides 12 weeks worth
of engaging content that can be personalised
to fit your goals. You can also find free local
services to help you lose weight, stop smoking
and get more active at Buckinghamshire’s Live
Well Stay Well. These local services are being
delivered by phone or online, so that we can
enact social distancing.

Visit nhs.uk/BetterHealth for more information.



Aston Clinton Surgery

1ts flu vaccination time again. We will be
offering a vaccination to all our eligible patients
this year, albeit in a slightly different way due

to COVD 19 guidelines. The vaccines will be
delivered in batches from the end of September

to mid-November, although the dates may change.
Clinics will be held on Saturdays, with the first
one being on Saturday 3rd October. Further

dates will be available once our delivery dates

are confirmed.

We will text our eligible patients, put up
posters in our windows, update our website
and Facebook page as soon as appointments
are available to be booked. All patients will be
booked into a 5-minute appointment slot and
must be prepared to wait outside as there will
be limited room in the waiting room due to a
two metre distanced queueing, one way system.
There will be limited parking so please walk,
use public transport or park in local roads if
possible. Please wear a face mask and wash
your hands before and after your appointment.
Please DO NOT attend if you or a close
contact have symptoms of COVID-19 or have
had contact with a suspected or confirmed case.

The delivery of the flu jab to patients who
are not at-risk, but who are aged 50 — 64, is due
to be rolled out in November and December
subject to vaccine supply. You will not be able
to book before then at the surgery. Again, we
will publicise when you can book once we have
received guidance from NHS England.

There is further, more detailed, information
on our website www.westongrove.com

These are strange and difficult times and
we are all struggling with the restrictions we
are living under, however we are here to help
with all the “usual” medical issues and queries
so please feel free to contact us. We have to
try to do our best to make ourselves as safe
as possible by looking after ourselves and
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our friends, families and neighbours; albeit
from a further distance than usual!

Best wishes from all the team at
Aston Clinton Surgery.

FhA Simply Walk

Our village's Simply Walk Group was given

permission to restart walks from 4 September.
However, things aren't the same as they were
before lockdown and so there are some changes to
the way things operate. Due to the need for Track
& Trace), it is now necessary for all walkers to
register on-line beforehand. Howewver, if you are
not an ‘on-line’ person then you can either ask
someone else to do it for you (see below), or you
can still turn up on the day but you will need to
register, so please arrive 15 minutes early to allow
the extra time.

Each walker will be provided with a
COVID-19 handout from Bucks Council
which explains the current restrictions
governing the walks and provides information
on COVID-19 precautions to be taken by
walkers. Your acceptance of them will be a pre-
requisite to joining a walk.

The Simply Walk Booking website now
provides information on which walks are
likely to be available but these may be limited
because a number of our Leaders still fall in the
'medically vulnerable' category and are not yet
available to return to leading. For the Autumn,
our aim is to offer as many of our normal
'Short' and 'Medium' walks as possible.

To join an Aston Clinton Walk on-line simply
go to: hitps://bookwhen.com/simplywalk#focus=ev-
skey-20200904103000 ; Click on the walk you
wish to attend; click on SELECT to book

(or MORE DETAILS then click SELECT);
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view SELECTIONS; click on BOOK and
then fill in the details as prompted. You will
then receive a confirmation e-mail with all
the details. If you are booking on behalf of
other walkers (up to four) who do not have
email, leave the email address space blank but
you MUST insert a telephone number for
them. If you need to cancel a booking then
simply go into your confirmation email; Click
on the VIEW BOOKING; then TICKET
OPTIONS; then CANCEL.

We walk every Thursday from Aston
Clinton Park at 10.30 sharp (prevailing
Government restrictions permitting) but please

arrive early so that the start doesn't get delayed.

Snakes Alive!

1t not often you see a three-foot long corn snake
slithering its way along Brook Street but that’s
what happened a few weeks ago. No one was sure
how to catch it or what fo do with it until local
resident Sean Battista appeared on the scene. Sean
takes up the story: “its a young snake, probably
under two years old. These are extremely common
as pets. They are like the snake equivalent of
hamsters. They grow to about five or six feet and
are completely harmless to humans.”

Sean had an interest in reptiles from a young
age, but only started to keep snakes about four
years ago when he acquired a royal python. He
now has 13 snakes - as well as two scorpions,
some millipedes and cockroaches, a tortoise,
two cats and dogs and some goldfish!

Sean explains how it all started. “As a family
we have always had lots of pets which is my
murm’s fault as she likes having pets of the
more furry and cuddly variety. However I went
down the route of reptiles and exotics. Keeping
them in a large bio active enclosure creates a
small eco system with plants and bugs so you
learn about them. I would like to share my
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enthusiasm and knowledge with children of
all ages, but I believe I would need a special
licence and insurance before I could take my

pets to school. Maybe one day.”

Sean with his blood python

There is a lot to learn when it comes to
reptiles. You need to know how to design and
assemble an enclosure, basic electrics and,
importantly, understand what your snake
needs and being able to ‘read’and interpret its
body language and behaviour. Although there
are so called easy to manage species, I would
recommend doing proper research and learning
from others before you decide which is the
right pet for you and your circumstances.”

Most commonly kept species of snakes are
completely harmless and don't grow to more
than five feet long. If provoked, they can inflict
some slight damage as they have very sharp
needle-like teeth. Larger species can cause
more severe injuries with their bites and their
strength as they wrap themselves around a
victim’s body. Despite all that they are not
naturally aggressive towards humans and are
more likely to disappear in fear than attack.
However, if you're an animal and look like
lunch, be careful!
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The Covid -19 lockdown has particularly
affected our members who are generally in the
older, at-risk group.

The Covid 19 virus has severely affected
the work of the Royal British Legion. There
will be no Poppy collection in our villages
this year. Instead, the national association has
arranged for supermarkets to have collecting
tins available.

It seems unlikely that there will be any
commemoration either at our war memorial or
the church in November, although Emma has
ordered some wreaths in case there is an opportunity
to lay them. If you wish to make a donation to
the poppy appeal please send it to Emma
07597 944223, email: ejienko@googlemail.com.

The photograph shows the names that
would normally be read out on Remembrance
Day. During the commemoration the following
exhortation is read:

“They shall grow not old, as we that are left
grow old. Age shall not weary them, nor the
years condemn. At the going down of the sun
and in the morning we will remember them'.

Later in the service the famous Kohima
Epitaph is read out. Everybody quotes it, but
few know the exact origin. It has been wrongly
attributed to Leonidas, King of Sparta who
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fought to the death against Xerxes and the
Persians at the battle of Thermopylae (480 B.C.).

In fact, it was the poet Simonides of Ceos
(Kios) (586 — 468 B.C.), who immortalised it
as: “O stranger, go home and tell the Spartans that
we lie here in obedience to their orders’.

The sentiment in the epitaphs is certainly
Spartan in tone and later writers were
influenced by their classical education. The
first modern version was written by J. M.
Edmonds for a graveyard in France, during the
first World War: ‘When you go home tell them of
us, and say “For your tomorrows these gave their
today”

The actual epitaph is inscribed on the
monument unveiled at Kohima in India in
1944.The author was Major John Etry-Leal.
He was a classical scholar and had imperfectly
remembered what J.M. Edmonds had written.
His version reads:

When you go home Tell them of us and say

For your tomorrow We gave our today’

This is the version we read out each November
and it is so true. If we had not won the war
how would we be enjoying life today, Corona
virus or not? So, wherever you are in November,
let us remember them. Ralph Weston.

WANTED! Volunteers

to help run Aston Clinton
Youth Club.

The Youth Club has a Junior section at present
for ages 7-11. It meets every Friday during term
time and is an opportunity for young people to
enjoy arts and crafts activities, tabletop games,
table tennis and much more in a sociable
environment. We really need more help.

If you feel able to volunteer please contact
Teresa 01296 298682. Many thanks
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Phone Box
Library

The new community library has been a great
success, with a regular stream of readers visiting
every day!

We had a few problems during the first
weeks, with people misunderstanding its remit
and dumping bags and boxes full of old books
inside it; many of which could not be used
because they were in such poor condition.
The main problem is that it means that other
people can't get inside to peruse the books,
negating the whole point of the library. Also,
we don't have the room to store that much
excess stock, nor the time to keep taking the
rejects to the tip.

However, things have settled down now
and the system of readn return or readn
replace'is working well. Our thanks to The
Partridge for putting the light on and off for
us each evening. We have two other telephone
box libraries in the area: one in Long Marston
and the other in Hunton Bridge, neither
of which is equipped with such a luxury.

Our thanks too to the various authors and
publishers who have donated the many new,
often signed books to the collection; some of
which you will not find in any other library,
but a BARDAID box! And finally, a big hand
to the people of the village for helping to keep
the box tidy and well stocked with the kind of
books that people want to read.

Paul’s new Steampunk book, ‘Zbe Giant Step’
will be launched on 26th November and
published by Caffeine Nights publishing. For
eBooks and paperback versions go to
caffeinenightsbooks.com

Paul & Donna Eccentric

VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2020 acvillagelife.co.uk




School Life in the
New Normal...

We are Year 6 pupils at Aston Clinton School and
we wanted fo tell you what school was like during
lockdown and what our return to school has been
like this term. First, we will tell you a bit about
what school was like in lockdown.

After May half term, we were put into our

bubbles of fifteen or less people and seated
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Aston Clinton School

Head: Mrs Helen Shepherd

at our own tables two metres apart to
practise social distancing in class. On the
playground, it was weird because we were
given half the playground to play on so that
we didn’t mix between bubbles. All the home
learning was taught by a teacher at school. It
was good because it was nice having a teacher,
however, it’s much better now because we have
our actual teachers and we get to see all of
our friends.

Being back at school this term is odd
after not being at school for ages, but we are
getting used to it. It is awesome to see our
friends again as many of us haven't seen each
other since the 23rd of March! Such a long
time! In our classrooms, children have to sit
in long rows (like Hogwarts). It’s really hard
to see the teacher on the back row. Before
lunch, the teacher has to spray the tables with
a smelly spray (at least it kills Covid-19!). We
have to wash and sanitize our hands tonnes!
Having the right equipment is hard because we
are not allowed to share resources. Assemblies
are going to be delivered via a video link into
our classrooms! The start and end of the day
and break times are staggered to avoid bubbles
mixing. However, we are looking forward to
having some sense of normality such as doing
proper lessons again. We are not looking
forward to early wake-ups and bed times
again though!
By Emily D and Charlie G
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Aston Clinton Girlguiding -
looking forward to meeting
face-to-face again.

1In the last few months, on your walks around
the village, you may have seen some of these
posters displayed in windows. In March, all our
Girlguiding members were issued with a poster
to colour in, to keep their Guiding Light shining.

Some of our Units have been meeting
on Zoom and many of our girls took
part in our own District “Stay In Sleep In”
challenge, camping out in their living rooms,
conservatories or gardens. Great though the
technology is, a lot of girls are not overly
comfortable with virtual meetings and some
simply don't have the facility to join us.

We are pleased that from this term we
are able to hold face-to-face meetings
outdoors in small groups and are hoping that
once schools are back and more settled we
will be able to meet indoors again. Each Unit
is currently planning the best way forward
under Girlguiding guidelines suitable for their
leadership team and the girls they are working
with. Our five village units span the age range
of 5 to 18 and we are trying to provide the best
possible solution that we can offer for each
age-group.

We understand that this term is going to
be a challenging time for parents. Obviously
the priority for everyone is getting the children
back to school and we know some people are
considering cutting down on the number of
after school clubs their children can attend.

Recruiting and training volunteers during
lockdown has been particularly difficult.
Despite this I am pleased to say that people
have volunteered and we are going to be able
to keep all five of our Aston Clinton Guiding
Units open.
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If you have enjoyed volunteering during

lockdown and are looking to volunteer
somewhere on a regular basis, we are always
looking for more adult help. Or maybe your
child is looking to join in the great adventure
of Guiding. Please go to the Girlguiding
website (www.girlguiding.org.uk) where there
are links to register your interest as a helper
or to register a place for your child. We may
currently not be visible in the community, but
the Guiding Light is still very much burning
behind closed doors. Sue Wall

A few clips from genuine church bulletins
found by James Adam.:

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

The sermon this morning: [Jesus Walks on the
Water. “The sermon tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.'

more to follow...
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Rob enjoying a meal at The Bell

1 am delighted to be writing my first article for
Village Life and look forward to sharing updates
with the Aston Clinton, Buckland and Drayton
Beauchamp community in the future. In my first
nine months as your new MRB I have been taking
every opportunity to represent you in Parliament,
whether in the House of Commons chamber or
presenting cases to Ministers via video link during
the national lockdown. I aim fo raise points that
matter most to local residents and businesses, and
50 am always keen to hear about your concerns,
whether local or national — you can email me at
rob.butler. mp@parliament.uk.

The coronavirus crisis has made the past
few months an extremely challenging time for
many local people and I am grateful to every
constituent who has followed the government’s
guidance, no doubt saving countless lives. It
is with this diligence that we have seen high
streets and village hubs start to come alive
again. Pubs, restaurants, hairdressers, gyms and
beauty salons have reopened, which represents
a significant step in the right direction. As
I saw when visiting The Bell in August, Eat
Out to Help Out was a great way to bring
customers back to the hospitality sector, and
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Rob Butler MP

I have been very impressed to see a wide range
of local businesses adapting the way they work
to enable staff to return whilst ensuring that
their safety remains paramount.

I would like to thank residents for the
unwavering community spirit you have
shown throughout the crisis. I would like to
pay particular tribute to the Aston Clinton
COVID-19 Support Group, who aided many
in the community over the last few months
through food deliveries, providing important
local information and ensuring that residents
were not alone during the height of the crisis.
I am pleased to see that it has maintained its
resolute efforts to help the local community.

With the gradual return of our normal
routine, whether that is welcoming pupils back
to school, visiting friends and family or going
out for a meal, we can begin to look ahead to
happier times. This is a great community and
I very much look forward to visiting more
residents and businesses soon.

Buckland and Aston
Clinton Cricket Club

For many the summer of 2020 has been atypical
to say the least. For the cricket club this was
certainly the case. Although we managed fo
maintain the ground, we were unable to take
advantage of the late spring sunshine as we
desperately awaited the go abead to return fo
action. Net practice was permitted from early
June and by mid July we could start playing
matches again. Things were a bit different, but a
sense of normality had returned.

Our league seasons had been cancelled but
we still managed regular friendly matches. We
had the opportunity to play some local sides
that we had not met in recent times as well as
others who are part of our regular league
structure. We played some good cricket at
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times, and after the prolonged lockdown it felt

like everyone was just pleased to be out on the
field enjoying our traditional summer game
again.

Traditionally we run the Colts section during
the school summer term but due to the unique
circumstances we began in June and ran
through the school holidays instead. We did
suffer from the loss of a number of regulars,
and without any certainty as to when we could
hold sessions we did not actively recruit for
new players either. Although reduced numbers
meant we were unable to get a team together
at any one age group we were able to play four
mixed age friendly matches to give the colts
much needed match experience. A further
highlight was provided when two of our
Under-14s made their debuts for our senior
team, and fitted in so well they were selected
for another game shortly afterwards.
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As we head into the off season there are a
number of positives to reflect on but challenges
remain over the coming months. Our pavilion
refurbishment is largely complete and we look
forward to its being open for business as usual
in 2021. Financially we suffered this year with
greatly reduced income and higher than usual
machinery costs and insurance premiums.
Finding new sponsorship for next season is an
even firmer objective for us now. To complete
the jigsaw we need to get our Colts section
back on track, with more coaches recruited and
more kids throughout the age groups in order
to allow us to enter teams in the various
competitions. If anyone reading this is able to
help with any of these objectives please do get
in touch.

We will get through this season, hopefully enjoying
any cricket we can squeeze in before regrouping
ready to come back bigger and stronger in 2021.
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Growing Your Own

1 have enjoyed observing the increasing interest

in gardening and vegetable growing as a result

of lockdown. When I grew up in Aylesbury in the
1950s, everyone had an allotment. We had big
back gardens, and many families had allotments
too, as growing your own vegetables and fruit was
something our parents’ generation had inherited.

I loved my Dad’s allotment. We lived in
Walton Way, and the allotment was just behind
the houses, backing right up to Hazell, Watson
and Viney's factory where my Dad worked.
The real entrance was over by Tring Road, but
there was a stile we could climb over to save
walking all the way round. I have wonderful
memories of my childhood there, and all the
things I was taught: how to chit and plant
potatoes, how to plant onion sets, how to prick
out the tiny ferny carrot seedlings. Growing
peas was very labour intensive: first you made
your drill, then carefully positioned the dried
peas in fives, covered them gently and firmed
them down. Twigs were arranged over the row,
otherwise pigeons would eat the lot as soon as
the tiny seedlings appeared. As they got bigger,
the sticks were exchanged for larger ones to
support and protect the growing plants. First
the white flowers appeared, then the tiny pods.
We watched anxiously as they filled until the
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wonderful moment when you could eat the
first fat podful — a little pop as the pod opened,
and a neat row of beautiful peas. There never
seemed to be very many, and Dad continued to
grow them because we all loved them so much
rather than because they were ‘worth it.’

I also remember trips there with my friend
Mary (we are still friends 65+ years on) when
we picked things like under-ripe gooseberries
and apples, never daring to complain of tummy
ache later lest questioning revealed what we'd
been up to.

Children then had to do their bit too. The
plots were quite stony, and one of my earliest
memories is being given a bucket to fill with
stones, for which I was given a penny. And the
bucket had to be full or there was no payment.

I hope today’s children who are lucky enough
to share in such tasks will learn and enjoy that
special time as much as I did. If they do, that
will prove to be one of the unexpected benefits
of a tough summer. Alison Beck

Baptist Chapel history

Alan Cookson has been compiling a history
of the Aston Clinton Baptist Chapel, which
celebrates its 200th anniversary this year.

The booklet is nearly finished but he would
still like any information about Green End
Street in 1820 and especially the farm of
Henry Wells. When the land was sold there
was a barn on the piece of ground which was
originally used as the first place of worship and
there was a pond, so any pictures, maps etc.
which people might have on the Wells family

would be most welcome.

If you think you may be able to help please
contact Alan on cooksonacbc@gmail.com
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Village Life crossword no.39
Crossword compiled by Helen Lonsdale (SOLUTION ON PAGE 26)

1 2 3 4 |5 6 7 CLUES ACROSS

1 Essentials (6) 17 Crowded (7)
4 Turned into (6) 18 Wooden Shoe (5)

H B3NN
.. ....... 9 Drink gingerly (3) 20 Control (9)
H H B |

10 Broadcasts (9) 22 Edge(3)
11 Small person (5) 23 Finishing (6)

EEEE GEIEEEEEUNEL
. . . . 14 Intoxication (11)
AENENENEEEE b

- - . . 1 Adjacent (6) 13 Containers for
m 10 2 Reddish-Brown storing food (9)
EEEERE COEERERTEET
. - . 3. Garden Bird (9) 16 Male Part of
5 Flightless Bird (3) flower (6)
EENIEEEE amEEErAc
7 Assuaged (5) 19 Ballet rail (5)
. . . . . 8 Liberated (11) 21 Women living
in convent (3)

NEED TO ADVERTISE? E. Sharp

Many companies and self-employed : )
people have suffered hardship (EleCtrlcal Ltd
during this pandemic.

However, the lockdown has
encouraged creative time and energy

ESTABLISHED 1932

in pursuing new hobbies and other NICEIC Approved
ways of generating an income. Electrical Contractors
If you or any friends need to publicise
a new venture, you could consider promoting Trelawney
it through Village Life. The competitive rates are .
shown on page 3 and our Advertising Manager, Stablebrldg.e Road
David Lonsdale, will be pleased to help. Aston Clinton

Tel: 01296 630231
advertising@acvillagelife.co.uk Mobile: 07908 062 910
Email: esharpelectrical@tiscali.co.uk
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Village People

A series about people who
are a part of the daily life of
the villages.

The Reverend Sally
Bottomer is the Rector
of Aston Clinton Benefice
with Buckland and
Drayton Beauchamp.

Q. What does a typical week
in the life of a Rector involve?
A. Despite the standing joke
that a vicar only works one day
of the week, the work is varied.
It can be very ‘full on’with
weekly duties like leading
midweek and Sunday worship,
attending community events
such as Rhubarb Café and the
Luncheon Club, charity
meetings, clergy and church
council meetings and a ton of
emails and other admin tasks.
Other duties can be
completely random and make
each week different. Mainly
wedding, baptism and funeral
preparation with visits to
schools or preschools during
term time. There are highs and
lows in ministry, but I wouldn’t
change it for the world!

Q. You were ordained in 2014.
How long was your period of
training and what did it
involve?

A. After the initial selection
process, I began training at
Ripon College in Cuddesdon,
Oxfordshire in 2011. With
many training paths to
priesthood, I chose to do it
part-time as my family were
still very young, and I was
working full-time as a
registered childminder. The
course, involving lectures every
Tuesday evening and some
residential weekends, took
three years to complete.

The most
satisfying role
would be any that gives
me the opportunity to
hang out with the
community.

Q. A Rector has many

roles within a community,
which gives you the most
satisfaction?

A. Ooh tough question!

The most satisfying role would
be any that gives me the
opportunity to hang out with
the community. I love being
with people, whether at
Rhubarb or Repair Café, at
school serving homemade cake
and coffee to staff, at church
showing what we do there,
with a wedding couple-to-be,
or with a bereft family having
lost a loved one. It is such a
privilege. I treasure it all.
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Q. What is the biggest
challenge facing the

Church today?

A. People generally feel the
Church no longer has any
relevance to their lives. “Ouz of
touch” is the expression I hear
regularly when people refer to
the Church, and this saddens
me greatly. We need to
re-imagine church; remember
the ‘church’ that was left to us
by Jesus, based on authentic
community and genuine
fellowship, both inside and
outside the church building....
something that our ministry
team here in the Benefice is
very passionate about.

Q. Did you have ambitions
/a career before the Church
became your life?

A. As a 13-year old my
ambition was to live in Spain
and become bilingual in
Spanish, which I achieved
when I moved to Tenerife in
1986, became an English
teacher, and lived there till
1997.

Q. How long have you
lived in Aston Clinton?

A. We moved here in June
2014 - I'm still very much a
newbie!

Q. What are your hobbies,
what do you do for fun?

A. Ministry is fun! My
hobbies include Zumba dance
classes three times a week if I
can. I love travelling, going to
the cinema, walking my dogs
and being with family.

Q. What's your

favourite music?

A. T like most kinds of music,
it depends on my mood and
who I'm with. I spend quite a
bit of time in the car, either
for work or for taxi duties for
my girls, so end up listening
to all the current tunes thanks
to the radio or their favourite
playlist!

Q. What's your

favourite film?

A. Anything with Will Smith!
Big fan! All-time favourite
would have to be
Independence Day.

Q. What was the first car
you owned and what do you
drive now?

A. An automatic Nissan
Micra and I think most
people in the villages know
what I drive now. It’s a Land
Rover Discovery with REV

on the number plate!

Q. What changes to village
life (good or bad) have you
noticed in recent years?

A. Most noticeable recent
change has been the increase
in residents. Although some
struggle with this, mainly
because of issues with
infrastructure, I think it’s
inevitable and therefore we
ought to embrace the
opportunities and gifts these
changes may bring.

Interview Andrew Andersz
Photo Marion Mason

If there is anyone whose
contribution to village life you
believe should be featured in a
Jforthcoming issue of Village Life,
please send details to Editor@
acvillagelife.co.uk
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2020 - the bowls season
that never was...

All through the winter, we counted down the weeks
until the start of the outdoor bowls season with
eager anticipation. The fixtures were arranged,

the booklets printed — and then everything ground
to a stop. Like everyone else, we stayed at home
and took care of ourselves. Throughout the bowls
community the entire diary was postponed and
everything set to resume in April 2021. Entries

in diaries for matches were scrubbed out and we
remained patient that, at some point, we might be
allowed to return to bowls.

The call to “return to bowls” came in May,
with strong guidance about the measures
required to ensure the safety of our members
whilst on the premises. So, at the start of
June, we re-opened for roll-ups, with a strict
rink booking system online to ensure that
numbers were limited, the hand and equipment
sanitisers were in place and advice issued to
all members.

With a lack of practice, we were all a little
rusty to begin with — it wasn’t just the players
observing social distancing from each other —
it was also the bowls in relation to the jack!

It has been lovely to get out on the green and
enjoy the fresh air whilst seeing our friends
again. Our clubhouse remained out of bounds,
except for access to the toilets and the area set
aside for access to the permitted equipment.
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With the news that our older members would
be able to join in, we decided to salvage what
was left of the season and launched a fun pairs
challenge competition to run from mid-July
until mid-September. The competition was very
successful, with ten pairs entering the round-
robin format. Despite extreme heat and then
torrential rain we managed to complete

all 90+ matches!

New members are always welcome and
instruction can be arranged for beginners.
Four villagers took advantage of the chance to
begin their bowls careers with ACBC, and we
warmly welcome Jim and Jean, and Carol and
Andrew to our ranks.

Please contact our secretary Brian Clark on
01844 351461 or by email brianp.clark29@
gmail.com for further information. Our website
is www.astonclintonbowlsclub.org or you can
follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/Aston-
Clinton-Bowls-Club-1587338421538006/

Memories from
Mary Brooks

Recently we were delighted to receive a letter from
Mary Brooks, who lived in Aston Clinton for
many years before moving to Cambridgeshire.
Her notes will bring back memories for some of
our older residents and will be fascinating for
newcomers.

The site now occupied by the doctors’ surgery
and the chemist was once the Oriole Record
company, which pressed records under its own
label and for Woolworths and others.

Just along the road towards Aylesbury is the
Old Rectory which was the home of Guthrie
Moir, for many years a Bucks CC councillor
and a member of the general Synod of the
Church of England. During the war he had
been a prisoner of the Japanese on the Burma
railway and was later the head of education and
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religious programmes for Thames Television.
Sadly, he was badly injured when he fell under
a train at Tring Station, an accident which
ultimately led to his death some years later.
He is buried in Buckland church yard.

When the post office was at 102 London
Road it was run by Sidney Sharp and his two
daughters, Cath and Muriel, who worked the
telephone exchange. Cath later became
supervisor at Aylesbury exchange and also gave
piano lessons at one shilling an hour. At that
time there was a tiny sweet shop next door, run
by Miss Hoare and Miss Matthews.

Mary remembers the Anthony Hall being
used on Friday nights for a “Tanner (2 ¥ pence)
Hop’, a very popular night out for young adults
run by a dance teacher called Mrs Gutteridge.

On the corner of London Road and Brook
Street was a grocers and haberdashers called
Humphreys Stores, later Bignells, and further
into Brook Street, the long low bungalow was
known as the ‘Reading Room’.

As you travelled towards the Oak there was
Mungers the butcher, Bonhams the baker and
Watsons the grocer. Mr. Gates had a yard
where he sold fish and chips on Friday nights
before the second world war. Later his sons,
Fred and Charlie, had a coal business.

Near the corner of Brook Street and College
Road was a field where, in the days before
mains drainage, the contents of the village’s
toilets were emptied. The night soil, as it was
called, was collected in a big metal container
and taken to the field by a donkey cart.
Apparently, the tomatoes from that field were
much sought after.

Green End Street was the scene of a murder
in 1825, just down from the Old Bell Inn. The
story made the national press and the two
murderers were transported to Australia. The
same road was also home to Old Ceeley, an
elderly lady reputed to be a witch and still
living there in the 1920%s.
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Mary recalls how her mother’s geese would
walk down Green End Street to the pond that
was in Brook Street.

Also remembered were the two Adams
sisters, who gave many years’ service to local
youth groups like the Guides and Brownies.

Remembering Peggy

We were sad to hear that Peggy Batchelor-Clegg
had died in July in her care home in her 103rd
year.

She was a talented actor and drama teacher
and her life and many exciting exploits are
recorded in her book ‘ Never a dull moment’.
This includes her account of a horrific attack
by a tiger in India.

She became a much-loved member of our
congregation at St. Mary’s, Drayton Beauchamp
from the early 80’; always welcoming newcomers
with her lovely smile and was ready to help out
at all events.

She gave many popular fund-raising poetry
and play readings at social evenings in the
village and the local area, and we so enjoyed
hearing the stories about her encounters with
well-known actors and other famous people.

Some of us recall celebrating her 100th
birthday with her in her flat in Wendover and
sharing her delight with her telegram from the
Queen. We will miss her.
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Well, 2020 has been quite the year! We threw
ourselves headlong into 2020 with more players
and in more age-groups than ever before. We are
incredibly proud of our fantastic players, their
families and all of our volunteers who give so
much of their own time to enable the young people
of Aston Clinton and the surrounding area to
enjoy grassroots football. But then March brought
lockdown and, later, the very difficult decision to
cancel our summer football tournament. While it
was heart-breaking not to see our wonderful park
Sull of players and visitors during the last week of
June, we have all learned this year more than ever
that safety and our health are the main priorities.

July brought better news with the
reintroduction of some small-scale socially
distanced training sessions followed by
expanded capacity and updated FA guidelines
in August. Wed like to take this opportunity to
thank both Aston Clinton and Weston Turville
Parish Councils for their support in
accommodating training during what would
usually have been the close-season. It brought
some much-needed fresh air, exercise and social
interaction to children and young people who
told us that they were so glad to be back doing
what they love. A big thanks also to all our
volunteers who helped to make this happen.

September has brought the new football
season with matches resuming, with many
safety measures still in place. We will continue
to follow FA Guidelines and Track and Trace
protocols.

With the loss of our tournament income, the
2020/21 season will bring financial challenges
that we have never faced before. If your
company would be interested in sponsoring an
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event or a team at the Colts, we'd love to hear
from you. Please contact committee@accolts.
com Onwards and upwards, here’s to some
great grassroots football and a new season!

Jo Dawis Vice-Chair, Aston Clinton Colts

Aston Clinton U3A

In common with many other groups our activities
have been severely disrupted by the Covid-19
regulations. Whilst we are a long way from getting
back to normal we have recently been able to
restart some activities in one form or another.
Our first groups to get underway were those
whose activities are mainly outdoors and where
social distancing could be achieved relatively
easily. Angling, Bird Watching, Walking and
Wildlife groups have all benefitted from the
good weather enjoyed during the earlier part
of lockdown and they continue to meet as we
move into Autumn. The Digital Photography
group has also been able to get out and about
with their cameras at the ready looking for
inspiration. They are also finalising their 2021
photographic calendar of local interest,
following the success of this year’s edition.
Others, such as the two Book groups,
French, Italian and Science and Technology
have successfully held online meetings, mostly
using Zoom, which was, in itself, a very
interesting exercise for most of us. We have at
least learnt one new skill during lockdown!
We have even been able to hold our Monthly
General Meeting via Zoom starting with our
August meeting when we heard about
“Unexplained Mysteries and Cover-ups’.
Unfortunately we could not replicate the social
interaction that we all usually enjoy so much,
and we also had to provide our own tea, coffee
and biscuits! All being well, there will be
further Zoom talks on 20th October and 17th
November when the subjects will be Music in
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London (Purcell to the Proms)’and Victoria
and Albert - Art and Love'.

As we move forward our programme of
events and meetings will continue to evolve so
please keep checking our website:- u3asites.org.
uk/aston-clinton

If you are interested in joining Aston
Clinton U3A, you can check details of all 32
of our interest groups on our website. For
further information, go to the Contact page
and click on Membership Secretary to send me
a message. Jeff Meek, Membership Secretary

The Drayton Beauchamp
Croquet Tournament 2020

Without question, the inaugural 2019 Village
Croquet Tournament re-ignited interest in the
game in the village; holidays and weddings were
postponed to 2021, such was the eagerness to join
in! New players soon discovered the game to be a
test of stamina, strategy, risk-taking, self-control
- and frequent forgiveness of a partner’s bad
strokes...

As last year, teams comprising domestic
couples took huge risks that their relationship
would still be intact after the game. Practice
games multiplied when it was realised that
Prosecco was the preferred accompaniment,
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and there was intense study, challenge, and
customising of rules.

On Sunday 2nd August eight teams entered
a challenging day-long Grand Knockout
Tournament. Unfortunately, anti-Covid rules
prevented uncontrolled ball-handling and the
anticipated huge crowds of spectators. Trained
umpires adjudicated instantly on challenging
game-changing decisions: should a roqueting
ball be permitted a croquet stroke if it runs a
hoop in order? Can a roving ball kill a
non-roving partner’s ball by pegging it out?

The Final was an epic two-hour contest of
classic croquet. At Hoop 3, Team Kibble had
an apparently unassailable lead. But this
changed dramatically at the last hoops! A
gruelling half-hour battle, which had spectators
out of their seats, finally resulted in a Team
Dunbar win.

Following emotional and physical recovery,
contestants and supporters received a
wonderful welcome from the Reverends Sally
Bottomer and Alison Roberts at St Mary’s
Churchyard. A stirring speech and a generous
supply of locally sourced vino espumoso, both
provided by Simon Brown, Chair of the
Drayton Beauchamp Parochial Charities, were
appreciated in equal measure. “A magnificent
start to a succession of exciting events at the
Church, aimed at transforming it into a go-to
centre for entertainment, exhibitions, food ‘n
drink, sporting and other social activities,
alongside its religious role” said Simon.

Team Dunbar then received the magnificent
winners’ shield (donated by Gary and Lucy
Kibble), bearing a beautifully-inscribed, albeit
arcane, Latin inscription. The much-coveted
Wooden Spoon trophy went to the Godman/
Horne partnership — one to watch in future!
'This was followed by a sumptuous hog roast
barbeque, a grand finale to what is now an
established event in Drayton Beauchamp’s
social and sporting calendar. Co/in Ruscoe
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Horticultural Society

Though the Horticultural Society has cancelled
all its regular meetings until the end of the year,

we have still been busy. You can read about the

Photographic Showcase on pages 6 and 7.

The society is also involved in Joanna
Brown’s scheme to plant thousands of daffodil
bulbs in the park and around the village. About
9000 bulbs are on order through the Society
from Walkers Bulbs, which has kindly donated
the cost of postage and packing. Joanna said
“This is bulb planting year one and we can add

to it next year’.

CROSSWORD No.39 SOLUTION
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The Society has acquired five Ulmus New
Horizon trees. These are specially bred,
resistant elm trees which I am hoping to
reintroduce into the village. All the original
elm trees were killed by disease. These trees are
guaranteed to be Dutch Elm disease free.

I have been watching the development of
these virus resistant trees for some years now
following a visit to a garden display in Holland.

They are medium to large, fast-growing trees
and in maturity form an attractive rounded
canopy with fresh green leaves, which continue
to look fresh even in drought conditions.

This exciting elm shares the same phenology
as the native elm and so hosts the extremely
rare and endangered, native white-letter
hairstreak butterfly.

The particular qualities of interest are native
wildlife habitat; fully hardy in extreme cold;
drought resistance; tolerance of periodic
waterlogging; yellow autumn colour; and
thrives in poor soils.

These elms trees will be a useful addition to
those we already have in the park. The Society
has permission to plant one as a
commemorative tree to thank the NHS for its
contribution during the corona virus pandemic.
Two trees will be planted in front of the new
community centre, whilst the remaining two
will replace trees we have lost since our original
plantings.

It is planned to plant the trees supported by
stakes, as shown in the picture. We need five
pairs of stakes with crossbars and are looking
for donations to pay for them. In November,
when the trees arrive, we will be looking for
volunteers to plant the trees and stakes. If you
can help in any way, please contact the Society
and let us know. Ralph Weston
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WI - a brief history

We were looking forward to celebrating the

90th Birthday of our WI with a special lunch in
December, but because of the current situation we
have had to postpone it until 2021.

All records prior to November 1953 were
destroyed but from notes prepared by a
previous President we know that Buckland,
Drayton Beauchamp and Aston Clinton WI
was formed in 1930, initially as Buckland WI.
Its inaugural meeting was held in Buckland
Schoolroom (now the Village Hall) on 20th
November with Mrs. V- McDougall presiding.
Drayton Beauchamp joined sometime later.
Meetings were held mostly in Buckland, also in
Drayton Beauchamp and even Aston Clinton.
Times of meetings were not consistent as they
were either in the afternoon or the evening.

In 1956 Aston Clinton was officially added
when the WI became known as Buckland,
Drayton Beauchamp and Aston Clinton WI,
but still moved around between the three
parishes

Because of a drop in membership and
difficulty in forming a committee, a special
open evening was organised in 1978 with
visitors expressing interest in joining if
meetings were held in the evening. By 1979
approval was given by Buckinghamshire
Federation of Women's Institutes and we
became an evening institute, meeting on the
first Wednesday in the month, which we still
do. In 1981 the WI moved permanently to the
Anthony Hall as membership had increased
and more space was needed.

We have managed to find the names of
Presidents from 1950 onwards. It is interesting
that the first President, Mrs McDougal was
still involved as an Hononary Vice President
in the 1960s. Also, a Miss Walker, a founder
member, was still involved. It would be nice
to hear from anybody who had a relative who
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went to the WI in the 1930s and 1940s as
we have no information for this period.

The first programme we have is for 1955
and looking through the years it is amazing
the number of different subjects we have
covered. Hopefully, when meetings are back to
normal we can continue the tradition of giving
members varied subjects and experiences.
Looking into our history has been fascinating
and we would like to continue to delve into our
past. We hope that more ladies will enjoy our

WI for many more years to come.

If you wish to contact us please email
b.d.ac.wi@gmail.com

We look forward to hearing from you.
Brenda Wheeler

Please mention Village Life
when responding to our advertisers.

acvillagelife.co.uk




Canal restoration

Coronavirus prevented the Wendover Arm Trust
(WAT) from continuing with restoration activity
for over three months but following authorisation
from the Canal & River Trust (the owners of the
canal) work parties re-started in July.

One of the first jobs was to transport and
erect the new welfare hut, purchased by WAT
to provide improved facilities for the
volunteers.

In order to start to overcome the backlog
of work resulting from the shutdown, both the
August and September working parties were
extended to two weeks and we have been
fortunate in finding enough volunteers to assist.
A small number of volunteers have decided
against returning until a vaccine is available,
but several new volunteers have come forward
to offer their services in order to maintain
progress.

One continuing problem relates to the old
tip at Little Tring and a specialist company has
been employed to investigate whether any
hazardous materials exist. This is going to cost
the Trust around £10,000 and huge further
expenditure in dealing with the tip is
anticipated. The Trust is therefore exploring
possible funding opportunities and all

donations are most welcome.

Nigel Williams, Publicity Director,
Wendover Arm Trust.
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Coffee & Walnut Sponge Cake

Inspired by Hilary Weston's photograph in the
Lockdown Photographic Showcase. Hilary, in turn,
had been inspired by Mary Berry.

Ingredients:

100g butter

100g caster sugar

2 large eggs

100g self-raising flour

1 level tsp baking
powder

Filling /Topping:

759 butter

2254 icing sugar, sifted
2 tsp milk

2 tsp coffee essence

8 walnut halves,
to decorate

50g chopped walnuts
1 tbsp coffee essence

Method:

1. Preheat the oven to 180C/160C Fan/Gas 4.
Grease two loose-bottomed 18cm/7in sandwich
tins and line the bases with baking parchment.

2. Put all the cake ingredients in a large mixing bowl
and beat together (electric whisk if you have one)
until well mixed and smooth.

3. Divide the mixture evenly between the tins. Level
the surface using a spatula or the back of a spoon.

4. Bake for 20-25 minutes, or until well risen and
the top of the cake springs back when lightly
pressed with a finger. Leave the cakes to cool in
the tins for a few minutes, then turn the cakes out
onto a wire rack. Peel off the paper and leave to
cool completely.

5. For the filling and topping, beat the butter and
gradually add the icing sugar. Add the milk and
coffee essence and beat until smooth. Spread
half in the middle of the cakes and half on top.
Decorate with the walnut halves.

If you don't have coffee essence, use 2 teaspoons
instant coffee granules mixed with 1 tablespoon hot
water. Use a little more in the cake mixture than in
the icing.
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Local Trades and Services

ADS LISTING

Please mention Village Life when responding to our advertisers.

You can find their adverts on the following pages:

BUILDING SERVICES
BH Property Services
C D Lane Contractors
Dom Walker

GP Renovate
Hands-on-Handyman
K-Lin Woodwork
Laxton Properties

M D Marriott decorators
N R Green

P Greville

Smashing Windows
Telnik Roofing

BUSINESS SERVICES
Actopia IT support
Practical Computing
Problems with my PC
The Technology Doctors
Virtual PA services
Wendover Computers

CARE & CARE HOMES
Age UK

Leonard Pulham
Oxford Aunts

Your Own Home Care

CARS & MOTORING
Butlers Cars

Roy Chapman

Tyre Changers

Velvet Cars

Wendover Autobodies

CHILDCARE
Barnowls Nursery etc
PACE Charity

ELECTRICAL
E Sharp (Electrical) Ltd
MJ Electrical

GARDENS

Arbocare

Gatemakers

Greg O'Callaghan

JT Bucks Landscapes
Merryweather Mowers
Passiflora

R B Treecare

R D Leonard

Town & Country

HOUSE & HOME

A Brighter Home Carpets
A Brighter Home Ovens
Albany Carpets

Bailey's Bedrooms
Elizabeth Anne Blinds
Galaxy Aerials

Johnson Sewing Machines
Stitch & Mend

Warren ovens & carpets

HEALTH & FITNESS

A C Dental Clinic
Aston Hearing

Aston Park Tennis Club
Bucks Vision

Helen Mulhall

JoAnn Latus Sch of Dance
Jazzercise

Perry House, Dental
Tai Chi

Tring Yoga Studio
Tropic Skin Care
Wendy Hilliard
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HAIRCARE
La Vita
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HOTELS/RESTAURANTS/PUBS

Ashridge Delicious
Haldi Restaurant
The Oak village pub
West Lodge Hotel

LEISURE & TRAVEL
Adams Travel
Chiltern Archery
Complete Outdoors
Duplicate Bridge
Travel Impressions

PETS
Wendover Heights
Veterinary Centre

PLUMBING & HEATING
A C Plumbing & Heating

RETAIL

P E Mead Farm Shop
Puddingstone Distillery
Tring Brewery

SPECIALIST SERVICES
Aston Wine Club

F R Jeffery coal
Heritage & Sons

Martin Holman'’s Pest Control

Simply Precious Cakes

Sophy Winfield Councelling

Sue Beuttler (Piano)
Tring Market Auctions

33
62

2
37
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CONTACT DETAILS ORGANISATIONS AND SOCIETIES

HEALTH

Aston Clinton Surgery 01296 630241  www.westongrove.com
Aston Clinton Dental Clinic 01296 323090  www.astonclintondentalclinic.co.uk
Amersham Hospital 01494 434411 www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
John Radcliffe Hospital 01865 741166  www.ouh.nhs.uk/hospitals/jr/
Stoke Mandeville Hospital 01296 315000  www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
Wycombe Hospital 01494 526161  www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
NHS Direct 1M 111.nhs.uk

Samaritans 116123 jo@samaritans.org
ENERGY SUPPLIERS

Electricity Emergency 0800 7838 838

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999

Water Emergency 0800 3169 800

CRIME

Police Emergency 999

Police non-emergency and Neighbourhood watch 101 www.thamesvalley. police.uk
Childline 0800 111

Orgdn iSdﬁOl‘lS Any error or omission in this list should be notified to the Editor.

EDUCATION

Aston Clinton School 01296 630276  www.astonclintonschool.co.uk
Aston Clinton Pre School 07928 309321  pre-school.acpsmanagement@gmail.com
Totspot (AC Baptist Church) 01296 631824  www.astonclintonbaptist.org
SPORT AND LEISURE

Aston Clinton Badminton Club 07958 479690

Aston Clinton Bowls Club 01296 630403  www.astonclintonbowlsclub.org
Aston Clinton Colts Junior F.C. 07786 908219  coltsclubsecretary@outlook.com
Aston Clinton F.C. 07930 925840  www.astonclintonfc.co.uk

Aston Park Tennis Club 01296 630826  www.astonparktennis.co.uk

Aston Wine Club 01296 630531  www.astonwineclub.co.uk

Aylesbury Green Park Sub Aqua Club 07092 075004  www.aylesburydivers.org.uk

Back to Netball 07545033986  weststandmolly@aol.com

Buckland & Aston Clinton Cricket Club 01296 631788  www.baccc.play-cricket.com
Buckland Book Group 01296 630531  brfletcher@hotmail.co.uk

Buckland Bridge Club 01296 630552  Buckland.bridge@gmail.com
Dolphin Swim School 07966 450458  dolphinswimschool2017@gmail.com
Swimezee 01296 730742  www.swimezee.co.uk
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YOUTH GROUPS

Aston Clinton Guides, Brownies and Rainbows

www.girlguiding.org.uk

Aston Clinton Scouts 01296 708158  ac.scouts@Yahoo.com

Aston Clinton Cubs 01296 708158  ac.cubs@Yahoo.co.uk

Aston Clinton Beavers 01296 708158  ac.beavers@yahoo.co.uk

Aston Clinton Youth Club 01296 298682

CHURCHES

St Michael and All Angels, Aston Clinton 01296 632488  www.s-michaels.org.uk

All Saints, Buckland 01296 632488  www.allsaintsbuckland.org.uk

St Mary the Virgin, Drayton Beauchamp 01296 632488  www.s-marys.org.uk

Aston Clinton Baptist Church 01296 631824  www.astonclintonbaptist.org

HALLS FOR HIRE

Anthony Hall 01296 630229  Theanthonyhallac@gmail.com

Baptist Church 01296 630303  www.astonclintonbaptist.org

Buckland Village Hall 01296 630310

Green Park / Adventure Learning Charity 03303 030101 alfvillages.org.uk

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Aston Clinton Parish Council 01296 631269  www.astonclinton.org.uk

parishcouncil@astonclinton.org.uk

Buckland Parish Council 01296 626073  bucklandpc@googlemail.com

Drayton Beauchamp. Parish Meeting 01296 630396

Buckinghamshire Council 0300 131 6000 www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk

BC Councillors Bill Chapple OBE 01296 426814  Bill.Chapple@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Mike Collins 01296 632039  Mike.Collins@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
Carole Paternoster 01296 630710  Carole.Paternoster@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Environmental Health (fly tipping) 01296 585605

Highways 01296 486630  www.buckscc.go.uk

M.P. for Aylesbury Rob Butler 020 7219 3000  rob.butler mp@parliament.uk

MISCELLANEOUS

All Saints Friends, Buckland 01296 630454  peter.elwin@elwins.net

Aston Clinton Ladies Group 01296 630740

Aston Clinton U3A 01296 436403  www.u3asites.org.uk/aston-clinton/home

Horticultural Society 01296 633376  www.astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.co.uk

Royal British Legion 01296 632039

SSAFA Forces Help 01296 631030

Churchill Lunch Club 07921 172642

Turpins Charity 01296 630162  www.turpinscharity.org.uk

Wendover Heights Veterinary Centre 01296 623439  www.whvc.co.uk

Women'’s Institute 01296 706908  b.d.ac.wi@gmail.com
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W/a Cto p I a technology. evolved.

Complete award-winning IT support and services.

* New PCs, laptops and peripherals

+ Bespoke systems built to your requirements
+ Computer diagnosis, repair and upgrades

* Backup solutions and disaster recovery

+ Metworks for business and home

+ Microsoft Office 365 specialists

o
e Y

Leading locally with in-house engineers and our own
workshop, See why we've a 20-plus-year award-winning history!

01296 390 650

www.actopia.co.uk enquiry@actopia.co.uk

See our website to learn more, Read cases studies and testimonials from our satisfied clients,
Visit our offices at Ardenham Court, Oxford Road, Aylesbury, Bucks. HP19 8HT. Mon-Fri, Sam-5pm.

You don’t need to
know about wine
to join us!

Learn about wines from almost every corner of the world
Professional speakers

Usually eight wines to taste

Light buffet

Friendly, relaxed and informal evenings

Tastings once a month on a Friday at Buckland Village Hall
Non-members are welcome to come to our tastings

www.astonwineclub.co.uk
or contact the club secretary on 01296 630531

32 VILLAGE LIFE OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2020 acvillagelife.co.uk



Heritage & Sons

Funeral Directors

|46 Aylesbury Road, Wendover %

01296 620777 C.P.J.Field.

Also at Aylesbury, Amersham, Winslow, More than a funeral director since 1690.

Buckingham and Bletchley %m% QVU/Y\d/ EHC@ i U/V\lqM

www.cpjfield.co.uk

Glon’r Pon CoTenng
Indoor or Outdoor, Ideal for parties large or small
or any event where you need food with atmoshere

01442 801 300  www.ashridgedelicious.co.uk
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GAILAXY BUTLERS

Travel with confidence
+ Airport Transfers « Sea Ports « Bus/Train Stations
* London specialists * Business travel
+ Employees * Account customers welcome
« Fixed prices - No surcharges

AERIALS
B

Aerial & Satellite
Services

01628 486 486
07949 911 100

All Services including;
New aerials & satellites
Extra feeds & repairs Cars, MPVs & Minibuses. Executive cars available.
i E CRB checked & local authority approved drivers.
Tv Installation & hanging

We operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

www.GalaxyAerials.com 01296 583 577
Adam@ﬁalaxyﬁerials.cnm butlerscars@gmail.com | www.butlerscars.co.uk

AWARD WINNING BEERS BREWED IN HERTFORDSHIRE

| B  DRAUGHT & o LIMITED EDITIONS
BOTTLED BEERTO o T-SHIRTS & GOODIES

TAKEAWAY e GOLDEN TOAD
¢ GIFT VOUCHERS MEMBERSHIP

| * TOURBOOKINGS o PICKLES &

e EXPERIMENTAL PRESERVES
BREWS

Throughout 2019
our Monthly Specials
have raised funds
and awareness for
Gaddesden Place
Riding for the Disabled

= Dunsley Farm, London Rd, Tring HP23 6HA (§ Iw]in]
@IRING % g

R BREWERY Co. D 01442 890721 @ www.tringbrewery.co.uk
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Property Maintenance
From installation of shelving to the erection of fencing, sheds
and greenhouses. Changing tap washers to fitting bathrooms or
kitchens. General carpentry, painting and decorating. Clearing
out existing guttering to replacement of UPVC fascias, soffits
or guttering. Locks or doors fitted, stud walls built,
tiling or just completion of that unfinished job!
NO JOB TOO SMALL. Liability insured.
References available.
Call Dave for a free quote on
01296 392667 or 07952 280865
" Email: dave.dentoni@ntiworld.com
www.handsonhandyman.co.uk

Window & Door repairs

Misty or broken windows?
MNew sealed unils fitted
Add Georgian bars or lead designs?
Handles & hinges replaced
We also (it dog & cat flaps

New Windows & Doors

CERTASS approved |

i - £ — visit our website for more details!

;B A

Call us on 01296 630650 for more details!

or log onto www.smashingwindows.com
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= Give Your Oven the 5 Star Treatment! -

" \ == =

S

| O 5“5“ Superior Cleaning of:
ST £\5 0

e Rang® = Ovens
'1;. LLUERNRS % Hobs/Extractors
o HP22 hased fafnily business - ‘* Ra"ges & Agas

o Oven ready to use straight away =
o Non-Caustic, Child & Pet safe -~ ™ 5 * BBQs

® Over 15 years’ experience N ¢ Fridges/Freezers
® Which? Approved Trader

© 500+ Checkatrade.com Reviews - Ca“ us "'Odav on.
o ) - 01296 674110

Trader abrighferhome.co.uk _

Dom Walker

Property Maintenance
Plumbing, lead work &

EQUIPMENT | EXPEDTIONS | FAMILY CAMPING | CLOTHING | FOOTWEAR

o — small electrical Joﬁ'i
[ ?‘hh' _ o Bathroom installation & refits
} EREDOANTTENG. Carpentry & shelving
—— == 5 * Patch plastering

Ceramic tiling
Hat pack construction
General repairs

TH w..n-.. sl
(1Yo,

| ’I 7 Py

" i | ‘ | F
Tel: 01296 631290
Mob: 07966 261431
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R.B. Tree Care

Tree felling
Crown reductions
Crown thinning
Hedge trimming
Stump grinding

Riccardo Benigno
Arbarist

01296630424
07976450458
riccardobenigno@gmail.com
www.rbtreecare.com

 First 'drop-in’

NS

By Just£5

Something for Everybody,
try any of the following:
Strength core and mare,
Beginners, Yogi Barre,

e Kundalini, Ashtanga,
. Flow, Synergy or
$  Fun Aerial

Contact us for further information

07484 089432

pauline@tringyogastudio.com

West Lodge Hotel

A 19th century Rothschild Lodge House

W

Enchanting Gardens and Conservatory in Aston Clinton

Ideal venue for small weddings, family celebrations
and funeral wakes.

Contact Julie on 01296 630362 or email enquires@westlodge.co.uk
Visit our website westlodge.co.uk
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TringMarket

Auctions

Antique and Fine Art Auctioneers
and Valuers. Est. 1982

« Valuations for Sale,
Probate & Insurance

4+ + Total and Part House
Clearance Specialists

+ Fine Art Sales and
Fortnightly Sales of
Antique Furniture and
Collectables

Buying or selling — we
welcome your enquiries

BROOK STREET, TRING, HERTS HP23 5EF
TELEPHONE: 01442 826446

sales@tringmarketauctions.co.uk
www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk

P Greville

Property Maintenance

Carpentry
Painting & Decorating Specialist
All carpentry & joinery repairs
Door/window fitting & security locks

Kitchens, flooring
Fascias, guttering & fencing

Painting & decorating - internal & external

30 yrs exp — 12yrs Local Authority /
Age Concern (Harrow) contractor

All work undertaken
Reliable, professional small local business

Free no obligation estimates

ARBOCARE
TREE SURGERY LTD

Qualified and Experlenced Arborists
. Established over 25 years

. Contractors to the National
Trust

= Crown reductions

. Thinning

. Felling

O Hedge Trimming

. Stump Grinding

. Decay Detection & Tree Reports
Free phone: 0808 1555815

Mobile: 07778811136
www.arbocare.co.uk

Tel: 01296 632008 / 07973 408639

paulgreville@gmail.com

38

F R JEFFERY

€oal Merchant

» Coal & Smokeless Fuel
e Kiln-dried logs

e Garden Compost

e Also parts for grates

Delivered to your door
at low prices

Contact: —

Rex & Carol =-'. ‘:-:
Jeffery on i i
01296 661258
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Award-winning Family
Ear & Hearing Company

Visit us at our latest practice in the
heart of The Grange - home of the charity
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People
Saunderton, Nr. Princes Risborough or our

dedicated branches in Amersham and Thame

ASTON
HEARING

7 Hearing Dogs
)< for Deaf People

Parking, Restaurant
& Gift Shop on-site

Amersham . Princes Risborough . Thame
01494 733840 - www.astonhearing.co.uk
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Specialists in the

repair & renewal of all
types of roofing issues

Roy Styles
07941 602476
07734 450338 Tel: 01296 631230
Email: r.a.styles750@btinternet.com Email: info@telnikroofing.co.uk
Taxi service to ai ts, cruise www.telnikroofing.co.uk
terminals, out of town trips, Unit 25
al'l'b"WthE, anvtlme. Spacse Bu?ineé? Centre
Competitive quotes given for ‘gl TRUST “'eaon vOSE g e
my friendly reliable service. o NUUCR AyBIisct')(gry %’nr.qc
[ w=ururmakoat ] HP19 8HL SO, CON TRECTIOH LTI

We are a local, friendly club welcoming both casual and competitive players.
Come and try us out — we offer:
-~ e Adult mix-ins and social club nights

-]

2 ? H
e P e Men’s, women’s and mixed teams

TERBMIS CLUB

e Junior & adult coaching

e Christmas & birthday gift memberships available
For more information
Membership: Call Sue on 01296 630826 or email membership@astonparktennis.co.uk
Coaching : Call Barbara on 07757 690392 | Il oo oo P |
www.astonparktennis.co.uk An Inspired Faciiity
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Passiflora

Garden Design and Maintenance

| am a fully qualified garden designer. Perhaps your
garden needs just a little tender loving care after
the winter, or some regular maintenance.

Or maybe you would like some fresh ideas and
would like to implement a new planting plan to Lift
the senses and stir the emotions.

Whatever your garden needs ...

Contact Claire on 0752 5336749 (Aston Clinton)

ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS...
WITH YOUR COMPUTER
OR GADGETS?

+ Make your PC Faster

+ Remove Viruses

« Fix Intermet & Emai

« WiFi & Home Network ‘ !

< Security, Antivirus & Backups—

« PC’s, Macs. iPads & iPhones, Prinlers elc

EXPERT & FRIEMNDLY ASSISTAMCE
IN YOUR HOME OR OFFICE

Contact Robert King
Tel: 01442 359999
Mob: 07968 224460

EMAIL HELM® PROBLEMSWITHMYPC.COUK
READ THE NICE THINGS PEOPLE HAVE SAID AT.,
WWW. PROBLEMSWITHMYMC.CO.UK
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Celebrating 50 years as F!uclcinghmns.hire‘s
largest flooring stockist

1 Local ani.}l Rumn A

o our fine

ite www.albanycarpets.co.uk .
AT

'
e | At r.-#f

2N 01296 423503
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There’s more to air
conditioning than
staying cool!

Protect you and your family from airborne

pollutants such as dust, pollen and diesel particles

by ensuring your air con system is working
efficiently and effectively

Air conditioning Maintenance
Re-Gas inc. dye
) Re-gas & Service POA

Deodoriser £12

Removes everyday odours & unpleasant smells caused by
bacteria and fungus in the air ducts of your car's air con
system

RoyChapman Ltd &&=

CENTRE

Tel: 01442 871234 Visit: roychapman.com
Email: info@roychapman.com
Roy Chapman Ltd 22 Western Road, Tring HP23 4BB
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07746 903095

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES FITTED AT
HOME OR YOUR PLACE OF WORK

at a time and place that suits you.

Budget, mid-range and premium tyres
supplied at the best prices.

Winter and summer Tyre Changes

Email: info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

www. thetyrechangers.co.uk

THE TYRE CHANGERS

Local and convenient low cost tyres fitted

T BUCKS LANDSCAPES

Garden design « Patios

Fencing « Gates » Sheds
Hedge cutting
Tree care « Turfing
General Garden Maintenance

07756 518560

jtbuckslandscapes@gmail.com

Practical

Problems with PC or Apple Mac?
Help is at hand!

Friendly PC professional Andy Downes will call at your
Office or Home to help with any computer issues.

Small Business or Sole Trader
Regular visits or Ad-hoc support. Email, Internet, Installations, Upgrades,
Wireless, Networks, Data Recovery, 1-2-1 help

Home Computer User
8am — 8pm Mon - Sat - No Fix — No Fee for Home customers

www.practicalcomputing.co.uk
email: advice@practicalcomputing.co.uk
01442 827257 - 07952 634611

Computing
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" Give Your Carpets the 5 Star Treatment!

i | Superior Cleaning of:
Carpets
£ Sk Upholstery
0HP22-ba.sedfamilybusiness - * Leather
o Fast Drying - Carpets 1-2 hrs B, - * Rugs

o Child, Pet and Wool safe . X
o Over 25 years' experience T o * Hard Floors

® Which? Approved Trader . ; ;
® 500+ Checkatrade.com Reviews = * it o o ca“ us ‘I'odav on:

e %%abrlghterhome Q0 (ARl

Oven, Carpet & Soft Furnishing Cleaners ab"ghferhome.co.Uk

(- '?" S IR VTN A
I ROPIC Would you like to try something new?
.‘I WalVYRNUT/ SFBEX

@ Tropic Skincare are an award-winning, cruelty-free, vegan
beauty brand creating freshly made products every day at our
Surrey Beauty Kitchens using premium, natural ingredients.

@ The range includes skincare, body care, hair care and make-up
- and is sold through Ambassadors like myself.

To find out more
*  Browse the products at: bit.ly/TropicwithTree
View the Spring/Summer catalogue at: bit.ly/Tropic552020

@ Orlcan drop some products round for you to try for free in your
own home. | live in Aston Clinton, why not get in touch!

@ Teresa Rattée - Independent Ambassador — Tropic Skincare

VL5 e | RSV I (1T

' % 07977 939892 X Tropicwithtree@outlook.com n TropicwithTree
NI T A RN W YAV A M X R I\ V% e
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Twenty-four hour nursing care.

Specific care for all physical disabilities.
Fully equipped bathrooms.

Spacious rooms with nurse call system,
v.and telephone point.

Leonard Pulham

Mursing Hom

Full programme of activities and oulings.
Beauliful gardens with disabled access.

Fresh home-made meals, with produce
sourced locally.

Visiting hairdresser and chiropadist.
Visitors welcome at any time.

The Leonard Pulham Nursing Home, Tring Road, Avlesbury, Bucks HPZ2 5PN
Tel. Mo. 01296 625188

www.leonardpulham.co.uk

Furniture for
THE INDIVIDUAL

m: 07872 €

- a - Direct from Manufacturer

Replacement Bedroom & Kitchen Doors, Fronts, Tops

T'I. i b

ATAAY

Tailor Made Wardrobes, Cabinets & Drawers
Latest Contemporary & Traditional Styles
Home Office, Living Room, Bespoke Designs

Designer Sliding Doors
Mew MDF Colours

Serving the local area...
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Fancy something different for a
Birthday Party
Try an archery party CHILTERN
for small to large groups 8 years and over.

Have a go Archery Experiences
&

Archery beginners courses also
available
All events managed by our own qualified coaches.

Call us to discuss your party needs
01296 630919 oremail  doreen@chiltern-archery.co.uk
The Archery Centre, Buckland, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire, HP22 5HZ

WENDOVER HEIGHTS
veterinary cenire

Wendover Heights .

Savel:r:(oarr:ey(gr'l(li'I s?read Tring Road, Halon, Cats, dogs & small pets
the cost of your pet’s Aylesbury, Bucks, Birds and Exotics

regular recommended HP22 5PN :
° healthcare Plus branch surgery in Gt Missenden | Caine Hydrotherapy

SN (01296 623439 Equine Clinic

for dogs,

eSS Appointments & emergencies Pet ShOP
www.whve.co.uk
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Why leave the home you love

to receive the care you need?

Choosing live-in care from Oxford Aunts
means staying in your own home, on your
own terms, even if you only need a little
extra help. Our service is fully managed,
nurse-led and worry-free. To find out more,
please get in touch today.

< 01865 791017 AN Oxford
@ oxfordaunts.co.uk WAunts Care

4 BH

Property Services

For House and Home

Gutter Repalrs and

Weston Road, Aston Clinton

Gavin Lawrence 07731 047439

enquiries@bhpropertyservices.co.uk www.bhpropertyservices.co.uk
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Martin Holman's
Curtains & Blinds Pest Control & Services

me o ~ IR

“!En f L2 Y | Qualified with over 17 years experience
b e N | £ =

{ BE s Full Public Liability Insurance
4 ' *Blinds Treatments/Prevention for
* Wallp B rodents & insects
* Track . .
__ IBPoiesis Domestic & commercial
e * Home & | Quick & reliable service
i) Commerc|

01442 384567 (M) 07510 290321
info@elizabethanne-blinds.co.uk (T) 01296 622972

www.elizabethanne-blinds.co.uk ratmanOl@talktalk.net

98 High Street | Berkhamsted | HP4 2BL www.martinholmanspestcontrol.co.uk
(opposite The Gatsby)
Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am - 5.00pm Lo NhP-I;A li @MHPestControl @

Run - : = 3 ® Pace %
Cycle : all
y f o f-:é‘ﬂ:‘ Tnv-cuALaLENGE

Wa"'( N ._.‘ i
Orall3 ; Rl

Join us today, make a big impact

It’s VIRTUAL, it’s YOUR challenge and
it’s for ALL ages and abilities!

Take part in our VirtyOuUall fundraising
e?/entE_); that are all about YOU!. You choose
what, how far, when and who with!

thepacecentre.orgltrychallenge
Charity No. 1011133

YyEODOQO
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CABINET MAKING & JOINERY

EST: 2004

K-LIN..

A family run business covering many
aspects of woodwork including kitchens,
bedrooms, studies, flooring, interior & exterior
Joinery and much more. For your
woodworking requirements please contact Mark Green.

Office: 01296 612606 Mobile: 07748 903748
Email: mark@k-lin.co.uk

MAKING WOOD - WORK FOR YOU

ila

HAIR DESIGN

La Vita Hair Design are moving to new
premises soon. The new salon will
have the same warm and friendly

atmosphere with more space to
ensure we offer full social distancing
to keep you safe and heathy during
these difficult times.

Call Teresa, Nikki or Lisa

01296 633335
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THE GATEMAKERS

TIMBER GATES AND GARAGE DOORS
www.gatemakers.co.uk / admin@gatemakers.co.uk / 01296 630798

Buckinghamshire based timber Gatemakers for over 40 years.

Entrance Gates, Garden Gates, Garage Doors and Stable Doors.
PETFORD LEA, BUCKLAND VILLAGE, AYLESBURY, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, HP22 5HU

WENDOVER
COMPUTERS

EVER FELT LIKE THROWING YOUR COMPUTER OUT THE WINDOW?
FED UP WITH IT GOING SLOW?

CRASHING OR FREEZING?

STRANGE MESSAGES POPPING UP?

OR WOULD YOU JUST LIKE TO UPGRADE IT?

Using a computer can be frustrating at times, so why not let me help! | am qualified IT Technician
and can help with all your computer needs at very competitive rates.

Upgrade your Mac
Try our Nano PC — 10x the power, a 10th of the size!

Only 11.5 x 11 x 51.6mm — Fits in the palm of your hand! '

Quad Core Processor, 8 GB RAM 500gb Solid state drive,
installation available.

Quad Core Laptops, 8gb RAM, solid state drive

fi ly £4

SIS Is your Apple Mac slow or running out of space?
Why not upgrade the hard drive to a larger Solid

State Drive and get a super performance upgrade?
Call Pete on 0800 311 8385 or 07881 555 482

Email: pete@wendover-computers.co.uk ViISA J G‘}
www.wendover-computers.co.uk e
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Would you like to join
a VIP Diners Lunch
Club?

BucksVision is looking to launch
a monthly lunch club for people
with sight loss in the Aylesbury

vale area but we need volunteers.

A place to be

Me

Sophy Winfield
Experienced local therapeutic

If you can spare one weekday

lunchtime a month to help that
would be fantastic! Full training
and expenses will be provided.

counsellor offering a friendly,
professional and private counselling
service for adults, children
and young people.
Free 30 minute initial consultation 01296 487 556
OGRS SO reception@bucksvision.co.uk

O%748 89377048 -
sophy@aplacetobe.co.uk - m—r
1@ vy‘Bl‘gcks\Aser: e

www.aplacetobeme. co.uk xksVisior
Supporting people with sight loss

Locally based Confidential Discreet
Reais(ered Chari(x no 1147814

Dentists Dr Lynda Raybould
& Dr Tracy Johnson P
welcome you to .
Perry House Perry House .
Dental Surgery

Dr Raybould has owned Perry House Dental Surgery for 28 years and together with a
wonderful team, offer a range of dental treatments in a relaxed and caring environment.

Please phone Natalie on 01296 622631 or email reception@perryhouse.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook too!

f)

Perry House Dental Surgery
(above the chemist)
28 High Street
Wendover
HP22 6EA
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CHIROPODIST
Wendy Hilliard

MSSCh MBChA HCPC Registered

For nail cutting, treatment of
hard skin, corns, thickened nails,
advice on diabetic feet etc

Please call 01296 630189
or 07969 741 792
for an appointment in the
comfort of your own home

You're only
T 1worlkout

away from a good mood.

Morning, evening and weekend classes
in Aylesbury, Cheddington, Pitstone,
Tring & Wilstone

www.jazzercisebbh.com

To book your spot on the dance floor,
contact Keri - 07900 987230
jazzercisel@hotmail.co.uk

Open 7 Days!

FARM $

Q"%E‘i& SHOP
Sons —

- Always a big selection of fresh Fruit & Vegetables
- Extensive freezer selection too. '

- Our own lamb and beef, and local venison.
- Top brand pet foods and animal feeds. __
- Garden bird tables and bird food. _Zllg

P E Mead & Sons Farm Shop n Find us on

Facebook

Wilstone, Nr Tring, HP23 4NT

w: www.pemeadandsons.co.uk t: 01442 828478
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JOANN
N
SCHOOL
ors DANCE

The JoAnn Latus School of Dance offers a range of different dance
classes for children aged 3 years and upwards.

The school was first established in 1987 and has venues in Weston Turville, Aston Clinton,
Stoke Mandeville and Eaton Bray. We teach a variety of styles of dance: Ballet, Tap, Modern,
Jazz and also a free style street dance class.

Royal Academy of Dance - Ballet syllabus

Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance
- Tap, Modern and Jazz dance

Fully qualified teachers that also hold
Chaperone Licences

» Professional Standards & Safeguarding Children policy

We Provide:

» Classes for girls and boys aged 3 years and upwards
Regular examinations
Summer schools and theatre trips

School performances at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

Opportunities to dance at The Royal Albert Hall,
Disneyland Paris and other prestigious venues

For more information about
our classes please contact Jo Latus on:

T:07800 518 654
E: info@jolatusdance.co.uk

www.jolatusdance.co.uk

Find Us on Facebook: facebook.com/JoLatusDance

Dance School Locations: Weston Turville - Stoke Mandeville - Aston Clinton - Eaton Bray
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PUDDINGSTONE DISTILLERY

Distillers of Hertfordshire’s award winning Campfire Gin % @
and winter seasonal PUD PUD Gin ;

2 | B L N i3 i
| * o | pom | [ P
Compfire] |Cimpfire |[5lltl|jllr9' Gimpfive L et
gin | Fgin -8l -i gin JN 1N
| .
L:. = - J hh.q. T ‘_-,, e -_.-"...-ui' - g -
|
El B, <8 CAMPFIRE GIN SHOP TASTINGS TOUR EVENINGS EVENTS . st f;

Tring, Herts HP23 4NT puddingstonedistillery.com

PROPERTIES

T — |
LAXTON PROPERTIES IS A
LOCAL DEVELOPER DELIVERING MORE LAND REQUIRED
Please contact us if
HIGH QUALITY HOMES IN you have land with

Bucks AND HERTS development potential

Forthcoming developments www.laxtonproperties.co.uk
in Longwick and Quainton 01442 878982
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()

ASTON CLINTON

DENTAL & IMPLANT CLINIC

il Welcoming
W hew patients

We are experts in finding solutions to your dental needs

Appointments also available on Saturdays
and late nights Tuesdays and Thursdays

Contact us foday on 01296 752134

We can offer you:
Adult Orthodontics | Dental Implants | Teeth Whitening
Root Canal Treatment | Restorative Dentistry

1a Stable Bridge Road, Aston, Clinton, Bucks HP22 5ND
01296 752134 | astonclinfondentalclinic.co.uk
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OVEN AND CARPET

CLEANING

Commercial domestic end-of-tenancy
AGA = RANGE = BBQ = EXTRACTOR
CARPET = RUG = UPHOLSTERY

Fully insured Extreme care Best results

Call

Warren on
01442 827 899
07780 865632

R

*

Diary management
Cata entry

Contans organisation
Sales leads follow ups B
tracking

Beautiful Powerpaints
Filimg organisation

Do give me a call for a no-strings char
about how Aston Clinton's mast
organised VA could make your life

easler.

Kathy Soulsby

Enthy@ personalbyvirtual co.uk

07805 390651

www.personallyvirtual.co.uk

= Weskends spent on
tedious admin?

= 100's of emails fisling

vaur insax?

Paparwid® B receipti

i @ pile to be dealt

with _ evenbually?

You might need a
Virtual Assistant]

Invoiting

Event coordination
Travel planning
Admin processes
Tyming / Word

Web updates

A safe pair of hands!

56

Explore... Dream... Discover...

Travel Impressions are spedialists in tailor-making holidays to destinations worldwide. If you are thinking of
travelling to Canada, USA, Australia, New Zealand, Southern Africa, South America, Asia, India, Sri Lanka,

China, Japan or within Europe, please call or email us.

We can help you create the best itinerary, as we offer:

Personalised planning - we take the time to get to know you « Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency
Extensive experience to arrange every detail * Using fully bonded tour operators * No booking fees

~ Travel Impressians

A World. of Expma-tu

Te

01442 890265

enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF
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gp enovate

Where passion meets experience

Construction Design Renovation

™ /gprenovate 01296 630822 %2=
WWW.gprenovate.co.uk

Aston Clmton Plumbing & Heating

OFTEC

Aston Clinton customers
Tel: 01296 350034
Mobile: 07860 301576

Email: andrewhatcherss@aol.com
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n g %,
otiteh & Men d

Audray

OrosB234 75 or 01296 631007
W siechandmendipgmaloon

M.D. MARRIOTT

:Pamtmg, Decorating
:and Colour Design
Professional & reliable service
iTel: 01296 630576

?128 London Road, Aston Clinton

helen mulha;ﬂf

07508638968/
personal tralnenJ

runnlngc _% r
biomechanics c®ach

helenmulhallpt@yahoo.co.uk

helenmulhall.com

Greg O'Callaghan

Fully Craslifled & Insured Arborist
Tree Removal, Reduction & Reshaping
Hedgs Trirmming & Reglanting

Stump Grirding

24-Hour Emergency

T: 01296613529

M: 07767 795883
www.gocalltrescare.com
gocalltreccaredgmail.com

ooaoo

G.O'"Callaghan
Tree Care Ltd.

Merryweather Mowers
Sales - Service - Repairs

54 Brook Street, Aston Clinton
Tel: (01296) 631918

Proprietor: lan Stiles

with SUE BEUTTLER LGSM

Vacancies for Piano & Clarinet
All ages - Beginners to experienced

Lesson times to suit
07776 185581

Sewing Machines
Sales, Service and Repairs
°
60 Green End Street, Aston Clinton
Tel: 01296 630524

PROPRIETOR: M JOHNSON

RD Leonard Ltd

Fencing and Gates

Other work also undertaken

Contact Richard on
07875723201
rdleonarditd@gmail.com

A& T8 Simply Precious Cakes

Aston Clinton bespoke cake maker

& Decorating Supplies
Eeautiful delicious cakes for all
“* opccasions, Hire equipments, Cake
. Decorating Classes & Cake Tools

> m: 07415 T69S58 |
www. Simplypreciouscakes co.ul

Duplicate Bridge Sessions
Tuesdays 10am -12.30pm

Aston Clinton Bowls Club
HP22 5HL

- Experienced/Intermediate players welcome
(Tuition arranged for beginners)

Contact: 01296 630552
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PATIOS SO
FENCING
DRIVEWAYS
Decking
Ponds
ror g Barnowls
Resin Bonded Drives
Brickwork Nursery, Pre-School
Pergol
m::;:ndad Paths and Out of School Club
Design and Planting s A -4
TOWN & COUNTRY Contact Claire or Nila
I_.ANDSCAFING & FENCING on 01296 632692
07815946340 8 New Road, Aston Clinton and
07870519614 AC and Weston Turville schools
WWWL
1c-landscaping.co.uk enquiries@barnowlsnursery.com
We are a nurse-led home care A
provider committed to delivering
the very highest standards of care. ‘
Support from our dedicated team ! our own
gives you or your loved one the peace U
of mind and confidence to be able to
continue llving at home. putting the nursing back into care

Family-owned and managed, we are
independent and do not belong to a
national chain or franchise. We are
registered with the CQC, number
1-1499072841.

To talk to us about your requirements
please call Helen Yotes RGN on
07920887414 or 01442 843064 or email
helen.yates ®@yourownhomecare.co.uk

wW wW W .I.\ ) (’:: ',VJ f’ r'_:, W r] f"‘ (V\ r"\!"‘l .,i \" r: ; \’ (@ ®
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Frustrated with your Home Technology %:
not doing what you want it to?

ology Doctors do N . R. G reen

Established in 1945

Builders
Plumbers

Decorators

e WiFi/Broadband boosting or extending

e Smart TV and Wireless speaker configuration

e PC and iPad help and tuition Tel 01 296 63 1 922
o Smart home security installations and set up MObile: 07980 676803

e Smartphone supply and set up n
Contact us via email: @
hello@thetechnologydoctors.co.uk W 224 Londor] Road
or call us on 01296 534537 Aston Clinton
www.thetechnologydoctors.co.uk HP22 5LE
FEl|ET ENNZ Tl FT ERNZ
pomesTic 7, RPPROVED
mstacer = CONTRRCTOR

MJ Electrical

Engineering Ltd

All electrical work undertaken

NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor
Call Mike on 01296 630703 or 07530 899434

Email: info@mj-electrical.co.uk

Website: www.mj-electrical.co.uk
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% g 'ﬁ s Travel | |TAI CHI & QICONG

Your Local Independent Improves joints, mobility, balance etc

Travel Agent Every Tuesday evening

Beginners Class 6pm-7pm
11 Market Square Beginners Plus Class 7pm-8.30pm

Aylcsbury at ‘Your Café in the Park’

Aston Clinton Park, London Rd, HP22 SHL

Tﬁl_ 01296 873017 Contact Keith Fensom 07787 224823

email: keith.fensom@gmail.com
www.yangshengtaichi.com

aylesbury.adamstravel@gmail.com i
/@
€

www.adamstravelaylesbury.co.uk

$SABTA oo

Tht Trawel Ligescistion

../ Buckinghamshire

“ageux Age UK Bucks
services and support

We help older people throughout the county live
independently
* Information and advice * Garden Maintenance
* Welfare benefits home visits  * Handyperson
* Befriending * Computer Training

* Help-in-the-Home * Toenail Cutting Service
* Hairdressing

Call 01296 431911

www.ageukbucks.org.uk
145 Meadowcroft, Aylesbury HP19 9HH
Registered charity 1139423
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haldi

restauran e 1)

80 Marsworth Roa&, Pitstone, Bucks LU 9AS

Winners of the
Best Indian Restaurant,
South East 2014
Asian Curry Awarcls, UK

OPEN FOR INDOOR DINING AND TAKE-AWAYS

Tel: 01296 662204/661223

for Orders & Table Eookings
OPen 7 dags aweek including Bank Ho]idays

Sun&ag toThursdag
Noon-Z.OOPm 5.§O—IO.§OPm

l:riclag and Saturclag
Noon—Z.OOPm 5.50-11 .OOPm

www.thehaldi Pitstone.co.uk Ei /thehaldirestaurant
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C.D.LANE

CONTRACTORS LTD

Established 1983

Extensions « New Builds « Brickwork
Conversions « Renovations « Driveways,
Garden Construction « Excavator Hire (with driver)

We will undertake your project
big or small from planning to
completion with full site management
including all carpentry,
decorating, plumbing and electrical
to achieve a first-class finished project.

No obligation quotations

Hatchways, Buckland Wharf, Buckland
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5LQ
Tel: 01296 630551 or 01442 732344
Mobile: 07831 712683
Email: cdlane417@btinternet.com




Wendover Autobodies

Your friendly local service station

e Accredited MOT
testing station

* Repairs & servicing
* Tyres supplied

* Courtesy car available

Telephone: 01296 624561
Mobile: 07773 197 210

Unit 7, Harebridge Lane, Halton, Wendover, HP22 5PF




