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We are very grateful to Isla Craig, a year six pupil at Aston 
Clinton school, for producing our Christmas cover. She is 
obviously a talented artist. We also send our thanks to all the 
other children who took part in our search for the perfect picture. 

Here at Village Life, we are still looking for a new 
editor and if we do not find anyone soon our next issue 
will probably be our last. Please contact me if you think 
you may be interested in taking over or would like to 
know more about what would be involved.

In the wider world, 2022 has seen extraordinary  
events. There have been huge changes and potentially  
the worst recession in decades. One consequence is that 
our local food banks have become more necessary than 
ever so please support them if you can. 

More optimistically, C.S.Lewis once said, ‘There are far, 
far better things ahead than any we leave behind’, and we 
have much to celebrate. Inside you can read about various 
events coming up and I hope you will be able to enjoy 
your celebrations. However, not everyone has the support 
of family and friends so if you can contact someone you 
think may need it, please do.   Richard Vincent

DAVID LONSDALE  
3 August, 1945 – 15 November, 2022.

The Village Life team has been  
deeply saddened to hear about the 
death of our old friend and colleague, 
David Lonsdale. Those of us who knew 
him considered it a joy and a privilege.

Village Life would hardly have been possible without 
David’s contribution and he only stood down a few 
months ago because of his failing health. Outside the 
magazine, he was a great asset to Drayton Beauchamp 
and will be hugely missed by his many friends.
Our sympathies and thoughts are with Helen, their 
son, Edward, and the rest of the family.
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Christmas Services across  
the Benefice

St Michael & All Angels
Sun 27 Nov	 6pm	 Advent Carols
Sun 4 Dec	 4pm	 Christingle Service

Sun 18 Dec	 6pm	 Nine Lessons & Carols

Sat 24 Dec	 5.30pm	 Crib Service

Sat 24 Dec	 8pm	 Carol Service

Sat 24 Dec	 11.30pm	 Midnight Mass

Sun 25 Dec 	 9.15am  	 Christmas Day Service

Sun  1 Jan	 10am	 Benefice New Year's Day Service

All Saints’ 
Sun 11 Dec	 11am	 Messy Christingle  

Sat 24 Dec	 4pm	 Crib Service

Sun 25 Dec	 8am	 Christmas Day Holy Communion

St Mary the Virgin
Sun 11 Dec 	 4.30pm	 Celebration of Christmas  
			  with Icknield Choir 
Sun 25 Dec	 11am 	 Christmas Day Holy Communion

St Michael and All Angel's Christmas Fair. 

This will be held in the Church on Saturday 3rd December, from 
11am until 3pm. Stalls include cakes, books, plants, gifts, toys, 
vintage jewellery, tombola and raffle. Tea, coffee and light lunches 
will be served.
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St Michael and All Angels  
Aston Clinton, All Saints’ Buckland 
and St Mary’s Drayton Beauchamp
On this page you will find the regular church services and 
community events that happen within our three churches.

REGULAR CHURCH SERVICES
Holy Communion	 All Saints’ 	 Sunday at 8am
Midweek Communion 	 All Saints’ 	 Wednesday at 10am 
Messy Sunday 	 All Saints’ 	 2nd Sunday every month at 11am
Sung Eucharist 	 All Saints’ 	 3rd Sunday every month at 11am
Family Eucharist	 St Michael’s	 Sunday at 9.15am 
Evensong	 St Michael’s  	 Sunday at 6pm

community events
St Michael and All Angels Christmas Fair 

Saturday 3rd December at 11 – 3pm

Rhubarb Café at St Michael’s 
Monday 2 – 4.30pm (Closed Bank Holidays)

Communi-tea Friends Group at St Michael’s   
Wednesday 2 – 4pm (Free Session)

Repair Café at St Michael’s 
bring along your broken items on the 2nd Saturday every month 9 – 12pm

Produce Stall at All Saints’  
refreshments & bacon rolls on the 1st Saturday every month 10am

OPENING TIMES & CONTACT DETAILS
St Michael’s and All Saints’ are open daily 9am to 5pm and  
St Mary’s is open every Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm for private prayer. 

Rev Sally Bottomer  01296 632488   
Rev Jane Nash  07562 672481  

Natalie Fieldhouse,  Benefice Administrator   
01296 632488  email all on: Benefice3@gmail.com

Facebook: Aston Clinton Benefice with Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp 

Website: www.achurchnearyou.com search for: St Michael’s, Aston Clinton, All Saints’ or St Mary’s

Benefice Website: www.ac-buck-db-churches.org
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Calibre Audio 

National charity Calibre Audio is encouraging 
eligible local people to join its free audiobook 
service and offering the additional opportunity to 
take part in book groups being set up specifically  
for its members in Bucks. 

Based in Aylesbury, Calibre Audio supports 
adults and children across the UK with a wide 
range of different print disabilities. These 
include blindness and visual impairment, 
learning difficulties such as dyslexia and 
ADHD, neurological conditions, physical 
disability that prevents holding a book and 
even long COVID. 

Emma Scott, Director of Commissioning 
and Editorial explains:

“By offering free audiobooks to those who 
struggle to read print we can support learning 
and open up new interests and possibilities for 
them. Whether it’s help to understand and 
follow an educational text, broadening their 
knowledge on specific subjects of interest or 
the ability to immerse themselves in a great 
story to help with relaxation, having free access 
to audiobooks can be transformative.” 

“We’re now delighted to be able to take this 
one step further for our adult members in 
Bucks by offering regular book groups giving 
them a chance to meet other like-minded local 

people and get involved in lively discussions 
about the group’s chosen books.”

“We’re keen to encourage anyone in Bucks 
who is eligible but not yet a Calibre member  
to join the service and register their interest  
in our book groups.” 

Calibre Audio has a collection of more  
than 14,000 audiobooks ranging from the 
classics and the latest bestsellers to non-fiction 
and poetry. 

There is also an extensive collection for 
children, including many GCSE and A level 
set texts. Audiobooks can be downloaded to  
or streamed on any device or listened to via 
USB memory stick. 
To find out more about Calibre Audio and 
sign up to join, please go to calibreaudio.
org.uk. Anyone interested in joining a book 
group after becoming a member should email 
Calibre on enquiries@calibre.org.uk or call the 
membership services team on 01296 432339.

LitterLotto Local 
Buckinghamshire Council has worked with 
LitterLotto to launch an extra monthly prize for 
residents who do the right thing and bin their 
waste. By working closely with LitterLotto to 
create a geofence around Buckinghamshire, the 
council can now reward local people who bin their 
rubbish and help keep litter off the streets and out 
of our beautiful countryside.
LitterLotto is a free to enter prize draw with 
regular spot prizes and huge jackpots. To enter, 
residents simply use the app to take a picture of 
litter as they place it in a bin. Each time they 
submit a new piece of litter it's another chance 
to win. 85% of litter binned via the app is 
‘fugitive’ rubbish that was on the floor or out in 
the environment. The more local users the app 
has, the more litter will end up in the right 
place - the bin.



VILLAGE LIFE  DECEMBER / JANUARY 2023  acvillagelife.co.uk 7

Village Life needs  
a new editor

Richard Vincent will be standing  
down as editor of Village Life after  
the next issue. 

If the magazine is to continue we urgently 
need to find a new editor so if you or 
someone you know may be interested in 
the role or would like more details, please 
contact him at editor@acvillagelife.co.uk  
or on 07769 033794.

Ours is the only publication with truly local 
news and information for the residents and 
businesses of Aston Clinton, Buckland and 
Drayton Beauchamp and gives a voice to 
so many local groups. The role of editor 
takes a few hours a month and could easily 
be shared by a couple rather than just an 
individual. 

Isla Craig from Aston Clinton school with the original  
for our front cover.

The new initiative sees an extra monthly prize 
draw of £250 just for binning litter in 
Buckinghamshire. By introducing an extra 
prize draw the council hopes to reward people 
who bin their litter and hopefully encourage 
more people to bin it to win it.

Gareth Williams, Buckinghamshire 
Council’s Cabinet Member for Environment 
and Climate Change, said:

“We spend £2.5million cleaning the streets 
of Buckinghamshire and unfortunately, much 
of the tidying up is picking up litter, despite 
having over 4,000 bins emptied regularly across 
the county. With the new LitterLotto Local 
initiative, we want to encourage people to 
protect their surroundings and reward the right 
behaviour. If we can get more litter in bins, we 
can save some money that we are currently 
spending litter picking and divert it to other 
projects or services.” 

The initiative with LitterLotto launched in 
November and will run for 12 months. Local 
groups, individuals, businesses or Town & 
Parish Councils who wish to spread the word 
about LitterLotto Local can email waste_
strategy@buckinghamshire.gov.uk to receive  
a supporters pack, including posters, stickers 
and digital content.

Aston Clinton  
Ladies Group
Wednesday 14th December 7pm 
St Michaels Church. Advent Carols  
followed by coffee and mince pies. 

Wednesday18th January  
Lunch at the Oak. Sit down at 12.30pm  
Menus will be available beforehand. 
New members are always welcome. For more 
information call Sue Sanders 01296 630740  
or Janet Watson 01296 631014
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Thank you, on behalf of the RBL, for your 
wonderful response to our poppy appeal and 
for your continued support. We have sold some 
16 poppy wreaths that have been laid at this 
year’s Remembrance Sunday parade. We had 25 
collecting tins at various businesses and leisure 
facilities around the village. 
The crowd at the war memorial grows year 
by year and it is good to see so many of you 
coming to remember our servicemen. The 
need to support our service veterans, serving 
members and their families is still as important 
as ever.  You do not have to have been in the 
services to be a member of the RBL.

Last year the RBL raised some £14 million 
from the poppy appeal, of which our village 
contributed approximately £2000.  
Ralph Weston

Christmas Tree  
Recycling is Back
1st Aston Clinton Scouts and Greg 
O’Callaghan Tree Care are pleased to offer 
our Christmas tree recycling service for the 
sixth year! 
Why fill your car with pine needles and 
glitter when the scouts can collect your tree 
from your front door and recycle it for you, 
raising money for charity at the same time? 
Trees are collected from you and dropped 
at Aston Clinton School where they are 
kindly chipped and recycled by Greg 
O’Callaghan. 

The collection service will be taking place 
on Saturday 7th January 2023 from 9.30am 
and we kindly request a minimum donation 
of £5. Collection is available to residents of 
Aston Clinton, Drayton Beauchamp and 
Buckland. 

All the proceeds raised will be shared 
between Florence Nightingale Hospice 
charity and the Hearing Dogs for the Deaf 
charity. To book a collection please use the 
online booking form which we will put on 
our Facebook page 1st Aston Clinton Scout 
Group and Gondoliers ESU, together with 
the village pages. 

Alternatively, you can also email 
ac.xmastrees@yahoo.com or telephone Sally 
Francis on 01296 631794. Payment can be 
by cash on the day (if you know you will 
be home between 9.30am and 2pm) or you 
can pay online. Alternatively, you can drop 
cash to Claire Walker at 12, London Road, 
Aston Clinton HP22 5HQ.  

Please don’t attach money to your  
Christmas trees as it can get lost.
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Francis John (Frank)  
Smith and the Ernest 
Townsend painting
Many of you will remember the book ‘Drayton 
Beauchamp: The Village that Time Passed By’ 
which was published in 2011 after four years of 
hard work by David Lonsdale (photographer)  
and myself (author). 

One of the former villagers who provided 
valuable information for the book was Peter 
Smith, whose ancestors had for many years 
lived at the ‘top end’ of the parish – at Terriers 
End and Hang Hill Cottages. Peter worked 
at Painesend and Dancersend Farms for 50 
years and in 1966 in a definite departure 
from his usual work he appeared as an extra 
in the black and white comedy film ‘The 
Specialist’. This film starred Bernard Miles 
as a country carpenter who specialises in the 
construction of ‘superior privies’ and was filmed 
locally. Peter and his wife Sylvia moved to 
Weston Turville in 2001 but Peter retained 
an encyclopaedic knowledge of the history, 
topography and residents of this special corner 
of Buckinghamshire. 

Peter was very proud of his father Frank, 
a gunner with the Royal Artillery in World 
War II. Frank left home to serve abroad in 
1939 when Peter was only three. He did not 
return at the end of the war, dying in a military 
hospital on the south coast on 28th March 
1945. He is commemorated on the Tring War 
Memorial, although sadly not in Drayton 
Beauchamp. 

Peter prized a photograph of his father 
taken when the troops were returning from 
the Dunkirk Retreat in May 1940. This photo 
is reproduced in the village book and below. 
Imagine my astonishment when, on opening 
The Times on 23rd May of this year I came 
face to face with the same photograph, but now 
in the form of a painting by Ernest Townsend. 

This artist  
died in 1944 
and his son 
offered the 
painting to 
Churchill 
who is reported to have been 
delighted to accept it. It was discovered in 
Churchill’s studio when he died in 1965. 
Now painstakingly restored, it has recently 
been returned to Chartwell and is once again 
proudly on display there. I am grateful to the 
National Trust for allowing me to reproduce  
a digital image of this painting here  
(Ref. CMS_1102534_3).

Although the artist has made changes to 
the background and to some of the figures 
in the photograph, Frank Smith is instantly 
recognisable as the young man in the centre  
of both images, supporting a wounded comrade 
who is walking with the aid of a stick.

Sadly, Peter Smith died four years ago so he 
never knew of his father’s posthumous fame or 
of the fact that his image is now prominently 
displayed in such a famous setting. I believe it 
is fitting that we should pay tribute to this very 
local hero – shown in both photograph and 
painting as a kind, compassionate young man - 
who gave his health and ultimately his life for 
his country.  Margaret Ross
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Aston Clinton  
Parish Council 
Visitors with cars to the park are reminded that 
the barrier will be closed promptly at 9pm and 
will remain closed until 7am. At present there are 
no arrangements for out-of-hours release, so please 
keep an eye on the time if you visit the park late  
in the evening. 
As part of our continuing plans for  
improved security and a better deterrent to 
vandalism, ACPC are pleased to advise that 
the CCTV system has now been extended to 
cover a greater area of our park, and cameras 
will monitor day and night. Please report any 
incidents that you are aware of in the park  
to the clerks in the office. 

Wintery conditions turn our thoughts 
to road and pavement safety, and residents 
can report a variety of problems via the 
Buckinghamshire Council fix my street website 
- problems such as potholes, pavement issues, 
fly tipping, street lights on main roads, and 
more, can all be easily reported www.fixmystreet.
buckscc.gov.uk

We await the outcome of the public 
consultation for proposed traffic calming 
measures for zones 2 & 3 and hopefully an 
implementation date in early 2023. Separately, 
a new consultation is currently underway by 
Transport for Bucks on a scheme to reduce the 
speed limit along part of Stablebridge Road and 
public comments are invited on the Bucks 
Council website before 5th December 2022 
yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com

The Grow to Give initiative which was 
operating with our park allotment growers for 
the first time this year has now drawn to a close 

for 2022, and we are delighted that our  
growers have been contributing such large 
amounts of their excess fresh produce to the 
Aylesbury Vineyard foodbank for the past few 
months. We look forward to resuming this 
much-needed support for the foodbank  
in 2023. 

 The Parish Council is also busy planning 
a full calendar of events around the park for 
2023, not least of which will be the King’s 
Coronation celebrations planned for Sunday 
7th May 2023, so please save the date. More 
information can be found on our website as 
activities are confirmed, 
Finally, we would like to thank John Disbrey 
for his tireless work in maintaining the Aston 
Clinton war memorial.

Third bench is installed
I am delighted to say that we now have our  
third community bench, which is situated at the  
end of Stablebridge Road. 

Thank you to Lee from ‘L.Harris garden 
maintenance’ for providing the concrete base 
and giving his time to fit the bench. 

I would like to say a huge thank you to  
Dayla, RAF Halton, Aston Clinton Dentist  
and, Aylesbury Fitness Division for donations 
towards these benches. Aston Clinton Beer 
Festival which raises money every year for local 
charities were also extremely generous and were 
very keen to help me achieve my target of these 
three benches . The other two benches which  
are placed either end of the village were kindly 
fitted by Colin from CD Lane contractors 
earlier this year, so thank you Colin for donating 
your time. 

Last but not least, thank you for every 
individual person who donated to help get these 
benches in our beautiful village for all to enjoy.

Helen Boswell

Please mention Village Life  
when responding to our advertisers.

acvillagelife.co.uk



Santa’s Float   
Santa has told us he will be visiting the 
residents of Aston Clinton over two days 
this year. He will be cruising through the 
village on his float, spreading Christmas 
cheer (and sweets) to residents young 
and old on Saturday 10th December and 
Sunday 11th December from 4pm, and 
looks forward to meeting as many of you 
as possible. Local charities will be collected 
for, so please save your donations for our 
buckets, and we hope also to have a card 
reader available for those of you wishing  
to donate with plastic money! 

On 10th December, the float will finish 
at the Red Kite Pavilion at about 6.30pm, 
where the Ellesborough Silver Band will 
be playing Christmas music. Any able-
voiced singers will be warmly welcomed to 
sing along to the carols. 

• �All timings are approximate and the 
route may be rearranged at short notice 
– live updates will be posted on ACPC 
website, and on our Facebook page 
during Santa’s journey.

Saturday 10 December 

16.00 �	� Float starts at Dayla’s yard. 
Aylesbury Road to Little Green 
development. Weston Road, up to 
Hammond St/Sawdy Drive 

16.45 �	� Rothschild Arms, 5 minute stop 
for Stratford Close/Burnhams. 
Shell garage, up London Road to 
Church Lane 

17.30 �	� London Road up to Stablebridge 
Road. Flora Avenue 5 minute stop. 
Lower Icknield Way to Dean Way.  
Dean Way to Red Kite Pavilion.

 18.30 �	� Finishes at RKP, join us for music 
and carols. Meet & greet Santa. 

Sunday 11 December 
16.00 �	� Float starts at Brook Street, 

junction with London Road. 
Bovis development roads.  
College Road South. 

16.45 	� Brook Street/Green End Street  
to Long Plough. Chapel Drive & 
loop around estate roads. Green 
End Street to Twitchell Lane. 

17.45 	� London Road up to China Water. 
Lower Icknield Way to Beaconsfield 
Road and Rosebery Road. 
Beechwood Way to Rothschild 
Avenue, The Pleasaunce.

19.00 �	� New Road to Green End Street 
towards The Oak 

19.30 ��	� Finishes at The Oak,  
short stop to meet Santa.

11
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Aston Arrows     
We are Aston Arrows, a small racing team made 
up of a group of year 6 children working at Aston 
Clinton School in an after-school club.  
We are building a battery-powered (eco-
friendly) race car to compete with other 
schools around the country. The project is run 
by a charity called GreenPower, who aim to 
provide an understanding of STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, maths) in schools, in 
order to encourage more children into 
STEM-based employment.

The project started just before the summer 
holidays when we chose which area we wanted 
to work in:
• 	� body work team (designing and building  

the bodywork of the car)
• 	� framework team (build the structure of car)
• 	� media team (promoting the project to wider 

community and keeping a log of our activity) 
• 	� fundraising team (writing to local companies 

and organising fundraising events)
• 	� financing team (keeping track of our 

accounts).  
Each week, we either work on jobs for our 
chosen areas, sharing our progress regularly 
with the whole group, or we engage with a fun 
STEM activity to get us thinking about an 
aspect of the car design and engineering.
Everyone in Aston Arrows has already learnt 
how to use tools, both manual and power, has 
designed potential environmentally friendly 

bodyworks for the car and has investigated  
how we might make the car go faster on race 
days using the laws of physics.

Once we have built the car, we will learn to 
drive it and enter race days set up by 
GreenPower. We will be competing with other 
children from around the country. At race days, 
we will all need to take on different roles, from 
drivers to logistics team, pit-stop team and 
technical team.

At the end of the school year, we will 
dismantle the car and get the framework  
ready for the next year’s year 6 children to  
start the same journey with their own design  
of Goblin car.

None of this could have been possible  
without support from local people and STEM 
ambassadors living in the village, as well as 
Jaguar Landrover, who have sponsored us. 
Obviously, this type of experience is invaluable 
for the children in terms of business skills and 
STEM enrichment. The whole venture  
will need to be supported by donations and 

Aston Clinton School
Head Teacher.: Mrs Carol Macdonald



sponsorship to make it accessible to all children 
who wish to take part. If you would like to be 
part of this journey, please contact the school 
office. 01296 630276.
The Aston Arrows Racing Team

Aston Clinton Society
Hot on the heels of another successful village  
litter-pick and tidy-up in October (and the 
final one of 2022 on November 26th), the 
Aston Clinton Society launched its fund-raising 
campaign with a sell-out quiz night and fish- 
and-chips supper at the Anthony Hall on  
October 14th. 
Sponsored by Signature Estates and Carr 
Richards Solicitors, more than 80 people 
were put through their paces by our highly 
entertaining quiz master Aron Sharma with 
questions ranging from cockney rhyming slang 
to politics. Judging from the positive feedback 
we received afterwards, this won’t be our last. 

The success of the evening would not have 
been possible without the generous support of 
our villagers and local business community who 
also provided a great selection of raffle prizes. 
A massive thanks to everyone who participated, 
contributed and volunteered on the night.
The event raised over £1600 towards our 
first fund-raising initiative, the installation 
of new white village gates on four of the five 
main entry routes into Aston Clinton. Our 
application to apply for additional funding is 

being supported by our Parish Council and we 
are aiming to have the gates installed in early 
2023. The gates will also help to promote road 
safety by displaying a “Please drive carefully” 
speed awareness message. To enhance the visual 
perception that this is a village that residents 
take pride in, we will be planting out spring 
bulbs at the base of the gates. We have applied 
to Bucks CC for a planting and cultivation 
licence which will also allow these areas to be 
maintained by the Society in the future.

Eagle-eyed residents may have noticed our 
growing band of litter-pickers are now wearing 
hi-viz vests, complete with our Aston Clinton 
Society logo on the back. These have been 
kindly donated to us by Laxton Properties, to 
whom we extend our thanks.

We are already looking forward to 2023, 
with our committee working on a number 
of ideas for the village, including a spring 
Gala Ball and other fund-raising events for 
all ages; working with the parish council on 
how to discourage graffiti on street furniture 
and installing more litter bins, and a residents’ 
survey to gauge views on which areas of the 
village are most suitable for rewilding.  

If you’d like to become actively involved in 
some of our activities and/or become a member 
of the Society, please drop Sally or Ann  
an email at info@astonclintonsociety.org.uk or 
check out our website at www.astonclintonsociety.
org.uk
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Yet to all who received him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God.  John 1.12 

Children have a hard time waiting for 
Christmas. Here’s an actual letter that was 
written to Santa:

Dear Santa, (From a four-year-old) 
I’ll take anything because I haven’t been  
that good.

Being “good” and receiving gifts are clearly 
linked in this young correspondent’s mind. 
Not so with God’s thinking.

The motivation for the Christmas gift of  
the Christ-child is God’s unmerited love for us. 
Being ‘good enough’ is not the issue – being 
‘loved enough’ is. And in Jesus we are.

God in love dwelt among his people in a 
tangible way and enabled the release of a 
priceless gift for us who, being fatally flawed, 
could never be ‘good enough’ to receive it. That 
gift is ‘eternal life’, life of the character and 
quantity of the eternal God, which can still be 
experienced today. It is a birth-right, the right 
to become children of God, to be adopted into 
his family, to experience unmerited love.

As God’s children and heirs, Christians can 
rejoice in the season of Advent and Christmas 
as they prepare themselves for the future time 
when God will fully dwell with humans in the 
new world order of love, free of sin and sorrow 
when eternal life can be entirely enjoyed.

Until that day a Christmas blessing to you; 
may the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the 
shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, 
and the peace of the Christ-child be yours this 
Christmas. 
Revd Nick Harris  
Minister, Aston Clinton Baptist Church  
email minister@astonclintonbaptist.org

The Baptist Church REGULAR EVENTS  
AT THE BAPTIST CHURCH

All services are both livestreamed and available 
for viewing via catch up on the church YouTube 
channel follow the links on our website.

Sunday Morning Worship (including  
children’s church and creche) 10.45 – noon

Various Homegroups meet regularly for  
Bible study, fellowship & prayer.

A Ukrainian Pop Up shop runs on certain 
Wednesday afternoons in the hall

Lunch is served in the hall every  
Wednesday 12.45-1.30 

Craft Club Alternate Wednesday  
mornings 10.30 – 12.30

Noah’s Ark Baby & Tots runs Thursday  
in term time 9.30 – 11.30. starting in the  
New Year

The Foodbank is most active on Friday  
morning (preparing parcels) & Saturday  
morning (delivering parcels).

Men’s full English Breakfast The first 
Saturday of the month 9am-10am  
(numbers are currently limited to 20.  
Booking is required.)

A bereavement group meets alternate 
Wednesday mornings from 11.30 – 12.30.

Carol singing at the Partridge Pub 7pm 
Tuesday 13th December

Carols by candlelight 5pm Sunday 18th 
December in the church.

The hall is available for private hire.  
Please see website or call for more details.

www.astonclintonbaptist.org
01296 631824 or 07972 770361
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Chilterns MS Centre 
services to stroke survivors
Earlier this year, the Chilterns MS Centre began a 
pilot programme to open its services to people with 
neurological conditions other than MS, starting 
with Parkinson’s Disease. Due to its success, the 
pilot has now been extended and the Centre is now 
offering its services to stroke survivors 

Being diagnosed with a neurological condition 
can be a daunting experience but the Chilterns 
MS Centre provides a wide range of treatments 
and services that support people on their 
journey, services that go beyond what the 
NHS is able to offer. These services include 
physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, occupational 
therapy, speech and language therapy, 
counselling, dietician advice, acupuncture, a 
range of leisure groups, not to mention the 
provision of a supportive community. All of 
which help empower people with neurological 
conditions to live their life to the full.

Over 500 people with MS make use of the 
services offered by the Wendover-based charity 
and, since the pilot began, over 30 people with 
Parkinson’s Disease have taken advantage of it.

Stroke survivors can often face the same 
or similar challenges to people with MS or 
Parkinson’s so the Centre is keen to use the 
skills and experience it has built up over its 37-
year history to enhance their quality of life too.

“We are really excited about the success of the 
pilot programme so far,” said Amy Smissen, 
Head of Integrated Clinical Services “The really 
positive feedback we’ve been getting from our MS 
members is being echoed loud and clear by our new 
Parkinson’s members so we are really thrilled to be 
able to do more for more people.”

If anyone who has experienced a stroke, or 
anyone with MS or Parkinson’s, feels they 
would benefit from the services offered then 
they should get in touch with the Chilterns 
MS Centre by phoning 01296 696133.

200th Anniversary for  
the Baptist Church
After a two-year delay because of Covid, the 
Baptist church was finally able to celebrate 
their bicentennial in October. The delayed 
celebrations were a great occasion with well 
over 200 visiting the church to view the display, 
enjoy the traditional games and view the 
scarecrows on the Saturday with a full house 
for the Sunday celebration.

All the historical materials gathered by Alan 
Cookson for the display have now been 
deposited at the county archives. 

For a digital version of Village Life  
please visit our website.

acvillagelife.co.uk
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Can you hear me?
Have you noticed that when you get to a  
certain age, everyone around you starts to  
mumble? Not only your family and friends,  
but the people on radio and TV do it too.That's 
when you need a good friend to say 'you need to  
get your hearing tested.'

First you have to get someone to check your 
ears to see if they have wax needing removal. 
Mine did, so next you have to find somewhere 
private to have the wax removed, as this is a 
service no longer offered by the NHS. Then  
you have to return to your practice to confirm 
that your ears are clear, and at that point the 
GP makes a referral.

I was sent an appointment quite quickly, 
with a questionnaire asking me to identify 
five situations in which my hearing was 
causing problems, and to rank them in order 
of importance. This done, I was off to the 
audiology department at Stoke Mandeville. 

The testing was comprehensive, and I had 
a thorough explanation of my loss. The 
test results co-coincided precisely with the 
situations I had identified as difficult. I was 
given a further appointment in about a month’s 
time to get my new aids.

I returned with some trepidation. I know 
many people who got this far, were given their 
aids, but never really got to grips with them. 
My dear old Dad resolutely refused to wear 
his: ‘where’s your hearing aids, Dad?’ ‘They’re in 
their box, listening.’Several friends wear them 
intermittently, but it was explained to me that 
getting used to them is as much about training 
your brain as your ears, so I was determined. 
The aids are tiny, and I was told I have ‘petite 
ears’ so when they are in, they are a good fit – 
necessary for doing things like pilates exercises. 
So off I went, hearing aids in, to be reviewed in 
six weeks.

I have to confess that if I’d lived alone, I’d 
have been back after a few days as I struggled 
to get them into my ears correctly. You can’t see 
what you are doing, and the little tubes are very 
small and springy. My partner had to put them 
in for me, so I had visions of never being able 
to go away without him ever again. However, 
after a couple of weeks I’d mastered them. 
The biggest delight was birdsong – my garden 
robin was deafening, and I hadn't realised how 
much hearing I’d lost. In my office I thought 
there must be a bomb – I had never noticed 
the ticking of the clock. Turning the pages of a 
newspaper was surprisingly loud, and flushing 
the loo was like standing by Niagara Falls. On 
the downside, I kept thinking people were 
talking to me when they weren’t.

But we are so lucky: a wonderful service and 
free. We take our struggling NHS so much for 
granted, and yet those little aids have made 
such a difference to my life, and those around 
me. If you know you need help, do get it – you 
won’t regret it.  Alison Beck
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Wild Estone Grange 
A tentative start has been made to ensure  
Estone Grange is more sustainable for wildlife. 
With support from Wild Aylesbury Vale and 
BBOWT Buckinghamshire, there will be 
opportunities for people, young and old, to  
be involved.

Already residents post sightings of deer,  
foxes and birds on Everything Estone Grange 
Facebook. They have sowed wildflowers and 
planted bulbs and trees, though sadly only 
a few survived drought and strimming. The 
summer growth is now being cut back and 
next year it will all begin again starting with 
coltsfoot, one of the first wildflowers to  
emerge here. 

There have been plenty of ideas for wildlife 
enhancement; a community orchard; more 
bulbs; a bluebell patch; bug hotels; a willow 
den; recording species; sunflowers and finally 
the wildflower meadow by the old field pond 
should be completed. 

If you would like to become involved do get  
in touch on the Wild Estone Grange Facebook 
page. Enthusiasm, knowledge, a love of 
nature, community spirit and a desire to put 
something back that the development has 
destroyed will ensure the estate on the edge of 
the countryside is a sustainable special place 
for all to enjoy - frogs, dragonflies, foxes, birds 
and people - residents and visitors. Or email: 
bramleycottage73@gmail.com   Katy Todd 

Wildflowers at the old field pond and The Wild Estone 
Grange map by Sandi Young
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Support Rennie Grove  
this Christmas
With the past two festive seasons disrupted to some 
degree by the Covid-19 pandemic, Rennie Grove 
Hospice Care is delighted to be offering a full 
programme of Christmas activities and events this 
year. There really is something for all the family, 
allowing everybody to celebrate the festive season 
and to support the work of Rennie Grove. 

Cards 

Rennie Grove’s range of Christmas cards is on 
sale now and available via our shops, mail 
order or online at renniegrove.org. With a 
range of designs from religious and traditional 
to contemporary, the collection includes 
something for all festive tastes. Prices start 
from £3.75 for a pack of 10.

Fundraising 

The Big Give Christmas Challenge 29 November 
(midday) – 6 December (midday) 
Rennie Grove is once again joining the 
Big Give Christmas Challenge which gives 
supporters the unique opportunity to have their 
donation to Rennie Grove doubled. During 
the seven days that the challenge is live, any 
donation made to Rennie Grove via the Big 
Give website will be doubled (while matched 
funding lasts) meaning that you can give one 
donation and have twice the impact. 
Visit thebiggive.org.uk and search Rennie Grove 
to double your donation during the period that 
the campaign is live. 

Christmas lights 

Every year local people decorate their homes 
with Christmas lights to raise money for 
Rennie Grove Hospice Care. Could you join 
with your neighbours to decorate your home or 
street with a festive display to raise money this 
Christmas? To get involved email community@
renniegrove.org 

Big Festive Quiz of the Year 

Our Big Festive Quiz of the year is back for 
2022! Simply download the questions for a 
£5 donation to Rennie Grove, then host at 
home with your friends and family. Available 
from late November at www.renniegrove.org/
bigfestivequiz 

Online dedication 

For those who would like a virtual space to pay 
tribute to a loved one, we have a dedication 
page in partnership with Much Loved, the 
online memorial platform, where you can leave 
a message and upload a photo of a loved one. 
Visit renniegrove.org/lual for more information.
For more information on these and other ways 
to support Rennie Grove Hospice Care this 
festive season, visit renniegrove.org
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 8  1  6 7  4 
   7  4 3   2   

1    4 7  3  
   4   5 8  
  8 6 3 1 9   
 2 6   5    
  9  7 1    3 
  1   9 4  7 

2  7 8  3  9  
 

Sudoku
All you have to do is fill in 
the squares so that each row, 
column and the nine small  
3 x 3 squares contains the 
numbers 1-9.

(SOLUTION ON PAGE 27)

Be Bright, Be Seen 
With darker mornings and evenings now upon  
us, the council is reminding people of the simple but 
sensible actions they can take to keep themselves 
and their families safe when out and about.
Dark days combined with foggy and misty 
weather all have an impact on visibility. To 
stay safe when walking, cycling or scooting to 
school, parents and carers are reminded about 
the importance of fluorescent and reflective 
materials on clothing. Fluorescent fabrics work 

well during daylight and the hours of dusk  
but won’t show up in the dark so it’s important 
to also look for reflective fabrics and consider 
adding reflective tape to bags and clothes 
to ensure you can be seen in the dark by car 
headlights.
Anyone cycling during winter months should 
ensure bike lights are clean and in good 
working order. It is important to remember, 
it is against the law to cycle at night without 
a white front light, a red back light and a red 
reflector at the back of your bike.  
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Village People

Q. When were you  
appointed to the role of 
Benefice Administrator?
A. I joined the team on 
4th September 2019, and I 
absolutely love my job. 

Q. What does the job entail?
A. My job is really varied, I 
run our Facebook page and 
website for all three churches 
as well as liaising with families 
about weddings, baptisms, or 
funerals. I help organise the 
community events that happen 
and also deal with all incoming 
phone calls and emails – these 
can be about bell ringing, 
donations for families in need 
and services that happen 
within the churches. 

Q. What did you do  
before that?
A. I worked for over 20 
years in Field Marketing in 
various roles – administration 
and recruitment. If you see 
someone in Tesco putting 
out Mars bars and they don’t 
work for Tesco, they would 
have probably been employed 
by me.

Q. What gives you the  
most satisfaction in your role 
as Benefice Administrator  
and why?
A. Helping people in times  
of joy and grief as well as being 
part of a wonderful community 
in and outside of the church.

Q. The Rhubarb Café will 
celebrate its 10th anniversary 
next year. What’s the secret of 
its success? 
A. Rhubarb Café, which I am 
manager of (as well as my 
Benefice Administrator role), is 
a popular community café.  
No-one is ever turned away and 
I try to ensure that there is 
always a good variety of 
home-made cakes, tea/coffee 
and once a month we now also 
offer home-made soup and a 
bread roll.
I think that part of the success 
of Rhubarb Café is down to the 
atmosphere within as well as the 
variety of customers that attend.

This is a series about the people  
of Aston Clinton, Buckland  
and Drayton Beauchamp.  
Not just about the people who  
live in these villages but the 
people who are a part of the daily 
life of the villages.  

Natalie Fieldhouse is the  
Benefice Administrator.

I love helping  
people in times of  

joy and grief. 



21

Q. How many volunteers  
help in the café?
A. There are over 40 ladies who 
bake, serve and work in the 
kitchen. There is also a small 
team of men who set up/put 
away the tables and chairs 
every Monday. I am always on 
the lookout for new volunteers 
so if you can bake or are 
available to work occasional 
Mondays, please email me on 
RhubarbCafe1@gmail.com or 
call 01296 632488.

Q. What are your plans for  
the future of the café?
A. Recently the café was 
awarded an Aston Clinton 
Parish Council grant, so we are 
now able to offer Tassimo 
Coffee/Hot Chocolate at £2 
and we have also introduced 
home-baked savoury items.
The next plan is to fundraise 
for an accessible toilet within 
St Michael’s as this will enable 
people who have limited 
mobility, have a carer, or use a 
wheelchair to attend the café.  
Also with the accessible toilet, 
there will be somewhere for 
parents of babies to change 
nappies.
If you are able to donate 
money to this fund please 
contact me.

Q. Do you live in  
Aston Clinton?
Unfortunately not, although  
I would love to.

Q. How long have you  
lived in the area?
I live in Broughton, which is 
about two miles way so have a 
very easy drive to work. I have 
lived in Aylesbury for over  
20 years.

Q. What are your hobbies, 
what do you do for fun?
A. I run, although not very 
fast, twice a week with On  
The Run which is a local 
friendly running group. I also 
take part in Park Run every 
Saturday with my 14-year-old 
son and yes he always beats me 
by about 18 minutes!  It is a 
great community event.
I also love to read and 
normally have a book on the 
go – nothing better than 
sitting with a cup of tea and a 
good book.

Q. What’s your  
favourite music?
A. 1980s music is my  
absolute favourite. I spent my 
formative years dancing and 
listening to Wham, Spandau 
Ballet and Duran Duran to 
name a few.

Q. What’s your  
favourite film?
A. Wow, that is hard one as it 
depends what mood I am in.   
I love Shawshank Redemption 
but also enjoy the Star Wars 
& Harry Potter franchises.  
I recently saw Where the 
Crawdads Sing at the cinema 
which I thought was fantastic.

Q. What was the first car  
you owned and what do you 
drive now?
A. My first car was a two-tone 
Ford Fiesta and I now drive a 
blue Mini Cooper.
Q. What changes to village life 
(good or bad) have you noticed 
in recent years?
A. The traffic is always an issue 
in a village especially with all 
the new builds and HS2. The 
good changes are I believe the 
community spirit within Aston 
Clinton and surrounding areas.  
People do look out for each 
other, and you especially see 
that at Rhubarb Café and 
within the churches.

If there is anyone whose  
contribution to village life you believe 
should be featured in a forthcoming 
issue of Village Life, please send 
details to Editor@acvillagelife.co.uk 
Interview Andrew Andersz
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Aston Clinton U3A  
Retirement?... it’s just the 
beginning   
Whether you want to keep active or spend some 
time with a new hobby, the Aston Clinton u3a 
may have just the thing for you. 

U3a is an organisation for people no longer 
in full time employment and who want 
to continue their educational, social and 
creative interests in a friendly and informal 
environment. It is a great way to get out to 
meet face to face – learning together and 
making the most of life. You can meet other 
people with similar interests, learn new things 
and share your skills

For over 40 years the u3a has hosted interest 
groups chosen and run by members, for 
members. Everyone in the group helps each 
other and they form strong and meaningful 
relationships together with a sense of 
community, social wellbeing, fellowship and 
belonging.

Joining u3a is a great way to find and 
develop new interests and make new friends in 
a relaxed environment. It doesn’t cost much to 
join – just £17 per year from January, 2023.

There are about 30 groups that meet at local 
venues within Aston Clinton so there’s bound 
to be something nearby that’s right for you. 
And if not, we can help you start a group for 
your particular interest. You are welcome to try 
one or more of the groups before committing 
to joining, just follow the Groups link on the 
website (details below) and email the group 
co-ordinator using the ‘messenger pigeon’ on 
the right-hand side of the page. They will be 
pleased to give you information on their next 
meeting so you can ‘try before you buy’. 

For the adventurous there are garden visiting 
trips, bird watching and wildlife walks; for the 
more active there is walking, table tennis and 

line dancing; or you may prefer to stay indoors 
for video photography, book groups, film nights 
or history. And there’s plenty more besides.

U3a’s motto is Learn, Laugh, Live, members 
stay active, keep learning and have fun. To find 
out more check the website: u3asites.org.uk/
aston-clinton/home for information on interest 
groups currently on offer see the Groups page. 
Victoria P
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Photo credit, Third Age Trust.
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Located across a stunning six acre wildlife garden 
in Wendover, Lindengate promotes better health 
and wellbeing for all through nature. 
Taking pride of place in the Clare Foundation 
Nature Reserve, is a recently completed 
project, the donated Chelsea Gold Award 
winning, Rewilding Britain Landscape garden, 
designed by Urquhart & Hunt. This incredible 
donation has enabled Lindengate to create a 
new conservation pond and landscape with a 
purpose-built hide, which everyone can come 
and admire.

In addition, there is a second Chelsea  
Award winning exhibit, Nature – A Fragile 
Beauty, which was part of a floral installation 
which won Gold in 2021

Lindengate were delighted to be awarded 
two prestigious awards in 2022. After receiving 
the Queens Award for Voluntary Services, 
Lindengate was also awarded the much-

coveted Green Flag Community Award, in 
recognition of the hard work and dedication  
of the team that makes the site a great space 
that everyone can enjoy.

Come and see for yourself, we are open: 
Monday to Thursday: 10.30am - 3.30pm 
and Friday to Saturday: 1 - 4pm. Whilst 
entry is free, we ask that you consider a 
suggested donation of £5 per person, to help 
us to continue to support our community and 
environment.  

Emergency Winter Appeal. Lindengate 
is recognised as a flagship charity in 
Buckinghamshire but this does not protect 
us against the cost of living pressures on all 
charities. Despite diversifying our income 
streams, we are still in need of £80,000. 
If you would like to donate, please see our 
website: www.lindengate.org.uk

Lindengate Charity
Lindengate Mental Health Charity is home  
to two Gold Award Winning Exhibits from 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show.
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Chiltern Society  
service at St Mary’s, 
Drayton Beauchamp

Parishioners and Chiltern Society members  
enjoyed a special service of renewal on 2nd  
October to mark the end of the 5th Chiltern 
Heritage Festival. 

The event was blessed with sunny autumnal 
weather so everyone could watch Simon Keary, 
the Chairman of The Chiltern Society, plant a 
rowan tree next to the public footpath up to the 
church; this was then blessed by The Reverend 
Sally Bottomer. We all then continued up to a 
beautifully decorated St Mary’s for a celebratory 
service incorporating themes of renewing our 
commitment to protecting and championing 
our stunning countryside and heritage, and to 
celebrate the harvest season. 

Soprano Madalina Tudoran sang two 
pieces which sounded superb with the church 
acoustics. Volunteers and staff from the 

Chiltern Society gave readings and spoke about 
their work, and the congregation sang some 
well-known hymns. Afterwards, everyone 
enjoyed a glass of cider or apple juice and a 
slice of the beautiful cake made by Esther 
Pedroletti especially for the occasion, plus other 
homemade goodies. 
Thank you to Katy Todd, Geoff Wiggett 
and the Chiltern Society team who worked 
with Reverend Sally and helped make such a 
memorable event.  Lucy Kibble

Classical Concert at St Mary’s, 
Drayton Beauchamp
A wonderful evening of music was enjoyed by 
around 80 people at St Mary’s on Saturday 
8th October. Moira Warr-King and her 
friend, Sue Sturrock, organised a fantastic and 
varied repertoire to showcase the talents of 
three professional musicians: Victoria Mulley’s 
soprano voice with amazing range and engaging 
performance; David Palmer’s superb virtuoso 
piano playing on a baby grand brought in 
especially for the occasion; and Jonathan Few’s 
expressive and resonant cello solos. There were 
several duets, namely Schumann’s Fantasiestücke 
and an aria from Verdi’s La Traviata, 
culminating with Massenet’s Elégie for cello,  
piano and soprano.

Concert-goers were treated to an array of 
delicious canapés and plentiful wine and soft 
drinks during the evening. In the interval 
Drayton Beauchamp’s very own Alistair 
Dunbar played some wonderful saxophone 
music, enormously enhancing the convivial 
atmosphere. The church looked at its best, 
with seasonal flower arrangements and harvest 
displays and bedecked with fairy lights in  
the porch. 
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A huge thank you to everyone for coming 
and supporting the occasion, and especially 
to Moira, Sue and all the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) who worked so hard to create 
such a successful evening, which raised much-
needed funds for St Mary’s. A special thank 
you to Natalie Fieldhouse in the Benefice 
office who skilfully designed the poster and the 
programme and handled all the ticketing with 
great efficiency.

We hope to continue to hold this event 
annually.  Lucy Kibble

Traditional Service of  
Nine Lessons and Carols 
Do bring along family and friends to  
celebrate Christmas in a Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s Church, 
Drayton Beauchamp, on Sunday 11th 
December at 4.30pm. 
The singing will be led once again by  
The Icknield Sixteen choir and parishioners 
will read the nine lessons. 
Don’t miss the chance to hear beautiful 
traditional words and music in the most 
wonderful setting.

Santa Dash
Local charity event returns to kickstart  
the season of goodwill.
Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity is 
bringing its popular Santa Dash event back  
to Aylesbury this December. The event will 
see hundreds of participants dust off their best 
Christmas jumpers, don their Santa hats and 
take to the streets for Aylesbury’s jolliest fun 
run on Sunday 11th December. 

Whether ‘yule’ choose to run, walk, jog or 
scoot the 2.5km or 5km circular route, kick  
off the festive period in style while earning that 
second mince pie and raising money for local 
hospice care.

Bill Richards, Community and Events 
Fundraiser for Florence Nightingale Hospice 
Charity, commented:

“ �Our Santa Dash is the perfect festive family 
event! Our last Santa Dash raised an amazing 
£1,500 to help us care for local patients and 
their families, so we’re back, hoping to make 
this year’s even bigger and better.”

Entry fees are £15 for adults and £10 
for children and include a Santa hat and 
commemorative Santa Dash medal.

This year’s Santa Dash starts and ends at 
Buckinghamshire New University, Canalside 
and for more details and to register your place 
head over to fnhospice.org.uk/santadash 
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Grow It, Cook It, Eat It
Are you worried about higher grocery bills  
and the rise in cost of living? Do you find 
yourself struggling to know what to do with 
the fresh produce you buy? 

The Buckinghamshire Council supported  
‘Grow It, Cook It, Eat It’ initiative helps 
residents to put nutritious and fresh food on 
their table. As the number of food parcels 
distributed to households in Buckinghamshire 
reached 13,718 in the first six months of 
2022, many residents are looking for help 
to find affordable and healthy solutions 
and alternatives. Grow It, Cook It, Eat It 
is a community-led project that focuses 
on growing healthy produce, meanwhile 
educating local residents about maintaining 
and harvesting crops to allow people to grow 
their own food.

There is no cost or membership to visit 
one of the growing sites, and very little to no 
commitment – anyone can visit when they 
have spare time. What doesn’t get taken home 
from the allotments is donated back to the 
community.

If you’re a grower and sometimes find 
yourself with excess fruit and vegetables you 
can also give back to those in your community 
who need it via the Grow to Give project 
where surplus produce from allotments and 
gardens goes towards helping the community 
via local food banks to help households who 
may need extra support to access healthy and 
nutritious foods.

Check the Grow to Give website to find  
your nearest donation allotment site and free 
access to recipes and cooking videos.

The initiative also provides free cooking 
sessions delivered by our fully trained 
Volunteer Cooking Tutors who will link in 
with their local community growing site.  

Each site has its own dedicated Expert 
Gardener who is on-hand to offer help and 
guidance about how to get started with 
growing your own food.

Angela Macpherson, Cabinet Member for 
Health and Wellbeing, said:

“ �During these difficult times we are proud 
to support such an amazing project, that 
provides nutritious, free produce and brings 
communities together out in the fresh air.  
I hope that these projects show communities 
that anyone can grow delicious fruits, 
vegetables and herbs for their own use – even 
if it’s grown in a window box or plant pot!

“ �You can get involved for free - all you need 
to do is get in contact with your local Expert 
Gardener to arrange a visit where you will  
be shown around the site and receive hands-
on information. You don’t need any prior 
experience of gardening or growing to get 
involved!”

For further information or to find  
your nearest growing site, please visit  
www.growtogive.co.uk 

Try one of our suggested winter recipes  
Squash Risotto from Grow to give.



27

Squash Risotto 
Risotto is a delicious creamy comfort food that  
you can make using lots of different vegetables  
and other ingredients. It’s much easier than you 
might think and is always tasty and filling.

Ingredients (serves 4): 
1kg pumpkin (or butternut squash)
300g risotto rice (washed well)
1 vegetable stock cube 
1 onion, finely chopped
1 garlic clove, finely chopped
100g cheese 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
25g butter  
Chopped chives sprinkled on top at the end
You can add other ingredients such as fish, meat, 
meat substitute. If you don’t have pumpkin use 
any other fresh veg you have to hand. 

Method: 
1. �Chop pumpkin into similar size cubes.  

Seeds can be toasted for a snack / garnish.
2.	�Put pumpkin on a baking sheet, drizzle with 

olive oil. Roast the pumpkin at 180C for around 
30 mins until tender and golden

3.	�Dice onion finely and fry in the butter until soft. 
Add the finely chopped garlic.

4.	Make 1ltr of stock.
5.	Stir in the rice so it is coated with butter.
6.	�Add a ladle of stock and stir gently until the rice 

absorbs it. Add the next ladle and repeat until 
the rice is cooked. The rice should be creamy.

7.	�Grate the cheese and stir through the risotto 
until melted. Turn the cooked pumpkin through 
the rice, adding any juices left in the baking tray.

8.	Snip chives as a garnish and enjoy.

3 8 2 1 9 6 7 5 4 
7 6 4 3 5 8 2 1 9 
1 5 9 2 4 7 6 3 8 
9 1 3 4 7 2 5 8 6 
5 7 8 6 3 1 9 4 2 
4 2 6 9 8 5 3 7 1 
6 9 5 7 1 4 8 2 3 
8 3 1 5 2 9 4 6 7 
2   4 7 8 6 3 1 9 5 
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NEWS  ASTON CLINTON, BUCKLAND AND DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP

Horticultural Society
Hello all you Horticulturists, this is the last 
newsletter of the year. Where has 2022 gone?  
Hope you all had a bountiful season, and are 
looking forward to the new one. 
The last Society event of 2022 on 14th 
December is a Christmas Meeting social 
evening at Anthony Hall. We will be providing 
a glass of wine and mince pies, and there will 
be a competition for the best decoration for a 
table or tree.
The officers and committee wish members 
and non-members a very Happy Christmas 
and a prosperous growing New Year. The 
cost of joining us is a modest £5 per annum. 
Membership runs from January to December 
and as always, we have an exciting programme 
to look forward to.

We start the new year on Wednesday 11th 
January at 8pm in the Anthony Hall with 
our AGM. Though this is formal, we plan to 
follow it with a glass of wine and a general 
chat so that new members can get to know the 
committee and other members. We can also 
talk about our programme and shows for 2023. 
All our talks are held in the Anthony Hall and 
start promptly at 8pm. Here is a taster of our 
talks for the beginning of the forthcoming year.
Wed 8th February Talk ‘The Art of Bonsai’ a 
fascinating insight by Harry Harrington who 
is a well-known bonsai expert who lives locally 
and was featured in the BBC Gardeners World 
programme last year. The photo in this article 
shows a Yew tree owned by Ken Halls and 
recently restyled by Harry.
Wednesday March 8th Talk ‘Maud Grieve, the 
Herbalist’ by Claire de Carle. This is always a 
fascinating subject, there’s so much to learn 
about herbs and healing etc.
Saturday 18th March 7pm. Fish & Chip 
Supper & Quiz, Anthony Hall.
Wednesday 29 March 6pm-7.45pm Spring 
Show Entry Night, Anthony Hall. Be sure to 
get your bulbs planted early enough so you 
can enter and exhibit some beautiful bulbs and 
plants.
Saturday 1 April, 2pm Spring Show & Plant 
Sale at Aston Clinton School 
We plan to have a few group visits during the 
year and are hoping to visit the National Trust’s 
Nymans Gardens in Sussex in the summer. 
Please do get in touch if you’d like to find 
out more about joining our friendly group of 
garden lovers. 

To find out more please visit  
www.astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.co.uk or email: 
info@astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.co.uk

Mandy Valentine
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Buckland  
Parish Council 
Buckland Parish Council 
Neighbourhood Plan voted in!

Many thanks to all Buckland residents who 
voted in the referendum. The votes have 
now been counted and 98% of the votes 
cast were in support of the revised Buckland 
Neighbourhood Plan being adopted by 
Buckinghamshire Council as planning policy 
for Buckland Parish. Buckland Parish Council 
would like to thank residents for their input 
and support for this Plan over a longer period 
of time than usual due to the Covid lockdown.

Community Speedwatch

We have had some interest from villagers in 
Buckland Wharf who, along with the Parish 
Council, have concerns about speeding traffic 
and the need for traffic calming. If you would 
like to take part, please contact SpeedWatch@
thamesvalley.police.uk. 

Community Speedwatch has an online 
platform and volunteers receive online training. 
Risk assessments are also completed by the 
police to ensure safety at the roadside. 

Wendover Community Car

A Buckland resident was recently recovering 
from an operation and required transport 
and we discovered this useful door to door 
service for people who like a bit of help to 
get out and about. It is particularly suitable 
for those with mobility issues. The service 
serves residents of Buckland, there is charge 
for the lifts but at a competitive price. They 
are a helpful, approachable service and to 
find out more phone 01296 317769 or email 
wendovercommunitycar@gmail.com

Keep in Touch

Would you like to find out more about the 
work Buckland Parish Council is doing or 
do you have an issue to raise? Please visit:   
bucklandpc.org.uk/issue or bucklandpc.org.uk/
contact to get in touch or sign up for our email 
newsletter. Alternatively contact our Clerk, 
Fiona Richardson.  Telephone 01296 630962 
email: clerk@buckland-pcgov.uk  

Pony Express 2022

The pony express will deliver Christmas cards in 
Drayton Beauchamp again this year. I will aim 
to do a final delivery on Friday 23rd December. 
If I have enough cards I will probably do a first 
delivery earlier in the week depending on weather 
and helpers. I don’t plan to go to Buckland unless 
several people ask me to.
Please drop cards in at The Dray House by 9am 
on Friday 23rd at the very latest. Sorting the 
cards is quite time consuming so earlier would 
be better.

If you wish to give me something for charity, 
I will divide the money between one of the 
local hospices and an equine charity.
Erica Godman 01296 630066
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NEWS  ASTON CLINTON, BUCKLAND AND DRAYTON BEAUCHAMP

Wendover canal trust  
marks 25th anniversary 

On 7 November Wendover Canal Trust  
(WCT) staged its biggest ever community 
engagement event with more than 100 guests 
from 85 different organisations, to mark the 25th 
anniversary of work starting on restoration of the 
Wendover Canal.

The occasion also enabled the Trust to 
provide an update on its activities, hold a 
dialogue with representatives from local 
organisations and thank its current supporters.    

The canal, which is actually a rare chalk 
stream, starts in Wendover and runs for nearly 
seven miles (11 kilometres) joining the Grand 
Union Canal at Bulbourne Junction near Tring. 
Critically, the Grand Union Canal at the ‘Tring 
summit’ depends on the Wendover Canal to 
keep its locks supplied with water.  

At the event, which was held in “Your Café in 
the Park”, WCT chairman Clive Johnson said 
the canal was almost impenetrable when the 
decision was taken to restore it and the first 
task was to clear the hawthorn scrub. 

He said that volunteer construction started 
in 1997 and that “our wonderful volunteers 
have been doing heavy construction work for 
25 years - and we are all unpaid.”

He added: "Our plan is that by the end of 
2025 we will complete our lining of the section 
which has always leaked near Tring, then we 
will eventually restore the water level for boats 
all the way to Wendover. None of this would 
have been possible without the funders of the 
restoration and the towpath upgrade.” 

The canal and its towpath were becoming 
a green corridor, he said, “accessible to us 
all to boost our well-being, with increased 
biodiversity.”

More than 30 WCT volunteers liaised with 
the guests and the event, held on November 
1, was sponsored by FCC Environment, 
Fairhive Homes, Independent Hire and Village 
Environmental Services. 
For further information contact Richard Peel 
Email: rppr@hotmail.co.uk  Tel: 0780 508 3595

Bierton Crematorium 
A Christmas Carol service will be held  
at Bierton Crematorium at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 8 December.
Complimentary seasonal refreshments will 
be served at the end of the service and a free 
visual remembrance display of those who 
have been lost to us will be shown during 
the service. The concert is a free, ticketed 
event to be held at Bierton Crematorium, 
Cane End Lane, Bierton HP22 5BH
Email biertoncrem@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  
for more details. 

Chairman Clive Johnson with Ros Daniels, Director for 
London & South East at the Canal & Rover Trust. 
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Local Trades and Services

BUILDING SERVICES  
C D Lane Contractors  	 63 
Cesare & Co	 64 
D Hewitt Building Services	 49 
Hands-on-Handyman  	 54 
K-Lin Woodwork  	 38 
Laxton Properties	 43 
M D Marriott decorators 	 47 
M J Renewables	 34 
N R Green 	 49 
P Greville  	 57  
Signature Estates	 39  
Smashing Windows  	 54 
The 50 Plus	 47

BUSINESS SERVICES 
Mandy Rodgers Wealth 
Management   	 46 
Netquest Consulting	 59 
Practical Computing	 35  
Problems with my PC	 60 
Virtual PA services  	 45 
Wendover Computers	 44

CARE & CARE HOMES 
Age UK	 50 
Chiltern MS Centre	 58

CARS & MOTORING 
Butlers Cars 	 59 
Roy Chapman  	 61 
Tyre Changers 	 44

CHILDCARE 
Barnowls Nursery etc  	 59  
PACE Charity 	 37

ELECTRICAL 
E Sharp (Electrical) Ltd 	 58  
MJ Electrical  	 49 
R Powell & Son	 40

GARDENS  
Arbocare  	 57  
Greg O’Callaghan  	 47 
Merryweather Mowers  	 47  
Passiflora  	 60 
R B Treecare  	 56 
R D Leonard 	 47  
Town & Country  	 59

HOUSE & HOME 
A Brighter Home Carpets  	 62  
A Brighter Home Ovens  	 55  
Albany Carpets 	 60	  
Elizabeth Anne Blinds  	 37  
Jim Workman	 51 
Johnson Sewing Machines  	 47 
Mike & Kym Decorators	 47 
Stitch & Mend  	 47 
Super Happy Windows	 58 
Warren ovens & carpets  	 45

HEALTH & FITNESS 
Clear Aid	 44  
CM Workout	 52 
JoAnn Latus Sch of Dance 	 42 
Jazzercise  	 41 
Perry House, Dental 	 40 
Pure Pilates	 38 
Physio Pilates in Bucks	 51 
Progressive Sports Massage	 56 
Tai Chi  	 50 
The Pilates House	 35 
Tring Yoga Studio 	 56 
Tropic Skin Care	 62 
Wendy Hilliard  	 41

HOTELS/RESTAURANTS/PUBS 
The Oak village pub  	 2

LEISURE & TRAVEL  
Adams Travel  	 50 
Chiltern Archery  	 36 
Travel Impressions  	 45

PETS 
The Dogs Yard 	 53

PLUMBING & HEATING 
A C Plumbing & Heating  	 46 
Jenkins Heating	 55

RETAIL 
Alura Candles 	 54 
P E Mead Farm Shop  	 41 
Puddingstone Distillery	 43 
Tring Brewery  	 53

SPECIALIST SERVICES 
Aston Wine Club  	 53  
F R Jeffery coal  	 57 
Heritage & Sons	 52 
J Brown Funerals	 34 
Martin Holman’s Pest Control 	37 
Virtual 1360 Guys	 36  
Sophy Winfield Counselling 	 40 
The Print Lab 	 48 
Tring Market Auctions 	 57

	

Please mention Village Life when responding to our advertisers. 
You can find their adverts on the following pages:
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HEALTH
Aston Clinton Surgery		  01296 630241	 www.westongrove.com
Aston Clinton Dental Clinic		  01296 323090	 www.astonclintondentalclinic.co.uk
Amersham Hospital		  01494 434411	 www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
John Radcliffe Hospital 		  01865 741166	 www.ouh.nhs.uk/hospitals/jr/
Stoke Mandeville Hospital		  01296 315000	 www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
Wycombe Hospital		  01494 526161	 www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk
NHS Direct		  111	 111.nhs.uk
Samaritans		  116123	 jo@samaritans.org

ENERGY SUPPLIERS
Electricity Emergency		  0800 7838 838	
Gas Emergency		  0800 111 999
Water Emergency		  0800 3169 800

CRIME
Police Emergency		  999
Police non-emergency and Neighbourhood watch	 101	 www.thamesvalley.police.uk
Childline		  0800 111

Organisations  Any error or omission in this list should be notified to the Editor. 

EDUCATION
Aston Clinton School 		  01296 630276	 www.astonclintonschool.co.uk
Aston Clinton Pre School 		  07928 309321	 pre-school.acpsmanagement@gmail.com
Totspot (AC Baptist Church) 		  01296 631824	 www.astonclintonbaptist.org

SPORT AND LEISURE
Aston Clinton Badminton Club		  07958 479690
Aston Clinton Bowls Club 	  	 01296 630403	 www.astonclintonbowlsclub.org
Aston Clinton Colts Junior F.C.  		  07786 908219	 coltsclubsecretary@outlook.com 
Aston Clinton F.C. 		  07930 925840	 www.astonclintonfc.co.uk 
Aston Park Tennis Club 		  01296 630826	 www.astonparktennis.co.uk
Aston Wine Club 		  01296 630531	 www.astonwineclub.co.uk
Aylesbury Green Park Sub Aqua Club  	 07092 075004  	 www.aylesburydivers.org.uk 
Back to Netball  		  07545 033986  	 weststandmolly@aol.com
Buckland & Aston Clinton Cricket Club 	 01296 631788	 www.baccc.play-cricket.com
Buckland Book Group		  01296 630531	 brfletcher@hotmail.co.uk
Buckland Bridge Club 		  01296 630552	 Buckland.bridge@gmail.com
Dolphin Swim School 		  07966 450458	 dolphinswimschool2017@gmail.com
Swimezee  		  01296 730742   	 www.swimezee.co.uk 

Emergency
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YOUTH GROUPS
Aston Clinton Guides, Brownies and Rainbows		  www.girlguiding.org.uk
Aston Clinton Scouts 		  01296 708158	 ac.scouts@Yahoo.com 
Aston Clinton Cubs		  01296 708158	 ac.cubs@Yahoo.co.uk
Aston Clinton Beavers 		  01296 708158	 ac.beavers@yahoo.co.uk
Aston Clinton Youth Club 			   astonclintonyouthclub@yahoo.com 

CHURCHES
St Michael and All Angels, Aston Clinton 	 01296 632488	 www.s-michaels.org.uk
All Saints, Buckland 		  01296 632488	 www.allsaintsbuckland.org.uk
St Mary the Virgin, Drayton Beauchamp 	 01296 632488	 www.s-marys.org.uk
Aston Clinton Baptist Church		  01296 631824	 www.astonclintonbaptist.org

HALLS FOR HIRE
Anthony Hall		  07443 976639	 hallbookingonline.com/anthonyhall/
Baptist Church 		  07834 772937	 lettings@astonclintonbaptist.org
Buckland Village Hall		  01296 630310
Red Kite Pavilion 		  01296 630270 	 nick@yourcafeinthepark.co.uk

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Aston Clinton Parish Council   		  01296 631269	 www.astonclinton.org.uk   
				   parishcouncil@astonclinton.org.uk
Buckland Parish Council		  01296 630962	 clerk@bucklandpc.org.uk
Drayton Beauchamp. Parish Meeting 	 01296 630396
Buckinghamshire Council 		  0300 131 6000	 www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk
BC Councillors 	 Bill Chapple OBE 	 01296 426814	 Bill.Chapple@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
		 Mike Collins		 01296 632039	 Mike.Collins@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
		 Julie Ward	  	 07766 545236	 Julie.ward@buckinghamshire.gov.uk 

Environmental Health (fly tipping) 		  01296 585605
Highways			   01296 486630	 www.buckscc.go.uk
M.P. for Aylesbury 	 Rob Butler	   	 020 7219 3000	 rob.butler.mp@parliament.uk

MISCELLANEOUS
All Saints Friends, Buckland   		  01296 630454	 peter.elwin@elwins.net
Aston Clinton Ladies Group		  01296 630740
Aston Clinton U3A  		  01296 436403	 www.u3asites.org.uk/aston-clinton/home
Horticultural Society 		  01296 633376	 www.astonclintonhorticulturalsociety.co.uk
Royal British Legion 		  01296 632039
SSAFA Forces Help 		  01296 631030
Churchill Lunch Club		  07921 172642
Turpins Charity 		  01296 630162	 www.turpinscharity.org.uk
Wendover Heights Veterinary Centre 	 01296 623439    	www.whvc.co.uk
Women’s Institute    		  01296 706908	 b.d.ac.wi@gmail.com
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M J Renewables 
• PV Solar panel array design & installation – from £7,000

Produce your own clean green energy with one of our roof mounted PV solar
panel arrays.

• Battery storage solutions - from £1,800
Make better use of the energy you generate by storing it in a battery. Use it
when you need it rather than returning it to the grid.

• Energy saving solutions
Thermal imaging scans to check your home insulation - from £40
Immersion heater linked to your solar generation -from £470

Call Michael to see how we can help you reduce your energy bills & your carbon
foot print.

07790 737628 www.mj-renewables.co.uk mike@mj-renewables.co.uk 

Amersham  
67 Woodside Road, HP6 6AA

01494 727474

Wendover 
23 High Street, HP22 6DU

01296 312222

Serving Wendover, Aylesbury, Aston Clinton, Amersham, 
and all surrounding areas.

Funeral Director Jason Brown has over 25 years experience 
and is here to assist you with making funeral arrangements, 
be they traditional, green or totally bespoke. 

J Brown Funeral Services 
Independent Family Funeral Director  
Jbrownfuneralservices.co.uk 
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Problems with PC or Apple Mac?
Help is at hand!

Friendly PC professional Andy Downes will call at your 
Office or Home to help with any computer issues.

Small Business or Sole Trader
Regular visits or Ad-hoc support. Email, Internet, Installations, Upgrades,

Wireless, Networks, Data Recovery, 1-2-1 help

Home Computer User
8am – 8pm Mon – Sat  •  No Fix – No Fee for Home customers

Practical Computing

www.practicalcomputing.co.uk
email: advice@practicalcomputing.co.uk

01442 827257 • 07952 634611

Project5:Layout 1 5/2/18  18:00  Page 1
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Fancy something different for a

Birthday Party
Try an archery party

for small to large groups  8 years and over.

Have a go Archery Experiences

&

Archery beginners courses also
available

All events managed by our own qualified coaches.

Call us to discuss your party needs

01296 630919        or email doreen@chiltern-archery.co.uk

The Archery Centre,  Buckland, Aston Clinton, Buckinghamshire, HP22 5HZ



37VILLAGE LIFE  DECEMBER / JANUARY 2023  acvillagelife.co.uk

Free 
Measuring 
& Advice

Elizabeth Anne
Curtains & Blinds

98 High Street | Berkhamsted | HP4 2BL 
(opposite The Gatsby)

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am - 5pm

01442 384567
info@elizabethanne-blinds.co.uk
www.elizabethanne-blinds.co.uk

* Curtains
* Blinds
* Wallpapers
* Tracks &

Poles
* Home &

Commercial

thepacecentre.org

Play today to enable children with neurodisabilities 
to reach their full potential. 

Buckinghamshire Lottery

Sign up and play our weekly lottery for just £1 per ticket. Of 
your ticket 50p will come straight to us, 10p goes to other 
good causes across Buckinghamshire. 
The final 40p is the prize pot.  

Sign up today 

buckinghamshirelottery.co.uk/support/pace Charity number 1011133
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K-LIN

MAKING WOOD - WORK FOR YOU

CABINET MAKING & JOINERY

A family run business covering many
aspects of woodwork including kitchens,

bedrooms, studies, flooring, interior & exterior
Joinery and much more. For your

woodworking requirements please contact Mark Green.

Office: 01296 612606 Mobile: 07748 903748
Email: mark@k-lin.co.uk

EST: 2004

.co.uk

Suitable for everyone regardless of age, 
level of fi tness or ability.
Come and join me for mid-morning 
and lunchtime classes in Aston Clinton.

Contact Noelle 07870 595015Contact Noelle 07870 595015
noelle@purepilates.uk.comnoelle@purepilates.uk.com
www.purepilates.uk.comwww.purepilates.uk.com

MobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobility for life •for life • FlexibilityFlexibility for life for life • • StrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrengthStrength for for for for for for for for for for for for for for for for 
life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life life • • BalanceBalance for lifefor life •  • Mental wellbeingMental wellbeing for lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor lifefor life

Pilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for lifePilates for life

Online Online 
classes also classes also 

availableavailable
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CALL US: 01296 630 135
Now taking instructions in the surrounding villages. 

Contact us or visit your local branch to book a Free Valuation
and find out how much your property could sell for!

www.signatureestates.co.uk

NEW ASTON CLINTON OFFICE

 SPECIAL OFFER

 0.75%+vat
  on fees for a limited time
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Caring for your smile...in every way

Dr Lynda Raybould BDS (VU Manc)
& Associate: Dr Beryl Hinton BDS (Bristol)

Perry House Dental Surgery  28 High Street  Wendover  Bucks HP22 6EA
Telephone: 01296 622631  Email: perryhouse@kdsconnect.com

Dentists Dr Lynda Raybould 
& Dr Tracy Johnson 

welcome you to 
Perry House 

Dental Surgery

Dr Raybould has owned Perry House Dental Surgery for 28 years and together with a 
wonderful team, offer a range of dental treatments in a relaxed and caring environment.

Please phone Natalie on 01296 622631 or email reception@perryhouse.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook too!

Perry House Dental Surgery
(above the chemist)

28 High Street
Wendover
HP22 6EA

Locally based     Con�dential     Discreet

A place to be
Me

07749 937706
sophy@aplacetobeme.co.uk
www.aplacetobeme.co.uk

 

Sophy Win�eld
Experienced local therapeutic
counsellor o�ering a friendly, 

professional and private counselling 
service for adults, children

and young people. 
Free 30 minute initial consultation

BACP registered and insured
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CHIROPODIST
Wendy Hilliard

MSSCh MBChA HCPC Registered

For nail cutting, treatment of 
hard skin, corns, thickened nails, 

advice on diabetic feet etc

Please call
07969 741 792

for an appointment in the 
comfort of your own home

Project3:Layout 1 4/2/18  17:17  Page 1
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The JoAnn Latus School of Dance offers a range of different dance 
classes for children aged 3 years and upwards. 
The school was fi rst established in 1987 and has venues in Weston Turville, Aston Clinton, 
Stoke Mandeville and Eaton Bray. We teach a variety of styles of dance: Ballet, Tap, Modern, 
Jazz and also a free style street dance class. 

‣ Royal Academy of Dance -  Ballet syllabus

‣ Imperial Society of Teachers of Dance
  - Tap, Modern and Jazz dance

‣ Fully qualified teachers that also hold 
 Chaperone Licences 

‣ Professional Standards & Safeguarding Children policy

We Provide:
‣ Classes for girls and boys aged 3 years and upwards

‣ Regular examinations

‣ Summer schools and theatre trips

‣ School performances at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre

‣ Opportunities to dance at The Royal Albert Hall, 
 Disneyland Paris and other prestigious venues

For more information about
our classes please contact Jo Latus on: 

T: 07800 518 654
E: info@jolatusdance.co.uk

www.jolatusdance.co.uk
Find Us on Facebook: facebook.com/JoLatusDance

Dance School Locations: Weston Turville · Stoke Mandeville · Aston Clinton · Eaton Bray

A5_Dance_Leaflets_New.indd   1 28/09/2017   11:04
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The Gin Guide Distillery of the Year 2021
P U D D I N G S T O N E  D I S T I L L E R Y

Multi-award winning Campfi re Gins,
gin gift sets, PUD PUD Christmas gins and more…

distilled at our Tring distillery.

Visit the distillery shop on Fridays & Saturdays and enjoy a gin tasting.
FREE delivery on orders over £70 at puddingstonedistillery.com

 Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 4NT

www.laxtonproperties.co.uk    
01442 878982

Current and future developments in        
Boxmoor, Long Marston, Puttenham, 
Cublington and Aston Clinton

We work with landowners to build a sustainable legacy, delivering 
developments that provide attractive homes and tangible benefits 
for the local community. Please contact us if you have land with 

development potential or would like to find out about our new 
developments within the local area.

Laxton 90x125mm Advert LS April 22.indd   1Laxton 90x125mm Advert LS April 22.indd   1 12/04/2022   12:4212/04/2022   12:42
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07746 903095

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

Project3:Layout 1 5/2/18  11:46  Page 1

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

07930 224188 
robby@clearaid.co.uk 

www.clearaid.co.uk 
 

First Aid Courses for 
Parents and Guardians 

Covering: 
- Choking 
- Head Injuries 
- Asthma  
- Temperature Recognition 
- Anaphylaxis 
- Burns 
- Bleeding 
- Nose Bleeds 
- Common Child Illnesses 
- Home First Aid Kit 

 
£20 per person for a 3-hour course in your own home 
 
Invite your friends over for a fun and interactive 
coffee morning learning First Aid 
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We are experts in finding solutions to your dental needs

Appointments also available on Saturdays 
 and late nights Tuesdays and Thursdays

We can offer you:
Adult Orthodontics | Dental Implants | Teeth Whitening

Root Canal Treatment | Restorative Dentistry 

1a Stable Bridge Road, Aston, Clinton, Bucks HP22 5ND   
01296 752134 | astonclintondentalclinic.co.uk

Contact us today on 01296 752134

Welcoming 
new patients

OVEN AND CARPET

CLEANING
Commercial domestic end-of-tenancy

AGA.RANGE.BBQ.EXTRACTOR

CARPET.RUG.UPHOLSTERY

Fully insured Extreme care Best results

Call
Warren on
01442 827 899

07780 865 632

14 YEARS
Experience.

Personal
Service

Project3:Layout 1 25/1/18  12:02  Page 1

Tring’s Independent Travel Agency 

Merry Christmas & Happy New YearMerry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Travel Impressions from Travel Impressions 

If  you need help and advice planning your next holiday, we will be extending our If  you need help and advice planning your next holiday, we will be extending our 
opening hours in January to include every Saturday from 9am-1pm.opening hours in January to include every Saturday from 9am-1pm.

Come in for a chat over a coffee!Come in for a chat over a coffee!

01442 89026501442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

Virtual Assistant Support

For your B2B business

Personally Virtual, provide virtual 
Executive Assistants for your 
business.
• Diary management
• Travel management
• CRM systems
• A second brain for your 

business!
www.personallyvirtual.co.uk

Tring’s Independent Travel Agency 

Merry Christmas & Happy New YearMerry Christmas & Happy New Year
from Travel Impressions from Travel Impressions 

If  you need help and advice planning your next holiday, we will be extending our If  you need help and advice planning your next holiday, we will be extending our 
opening hours in January to include every Saturday from 9am-1pm.opening hours in January to include every Saturday from 9am-1pm.

Come in for a chat over a coffee!Come in for a chat over a coffee!

01442 89026501442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF
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The value of an investment with St. James’s Place will be directly linked to the performance of the
funds you select and the value can therefore go down as well as up. You may get back less than you
invested.

An investment in equities does not provide the security of capital associated with a deposit account
with a bank or building society.

01296 662092 | 07824 408990

mandy.rodgers@sjpp.co.uk

www.mandyrodgers.co.uk

Recent global events and economic shockwaves closer to home have rocked the
foundations of what we had thought was a stable financial footing. It's my job to guide
you and provide expert advice, and together we can plan the route to your future. 

Please get in touch for a no-obligation review, if nothing else, you’ll feel a lot better for
properly understanding your current situation.

Investment Planning | Retirement Planning | Estate Planning 
Later Life Planning | Protection Advice

Financial Advice is more
important than ever...

Mandy Rodgers Wealth Management is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management Plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group's wealth management products and

services, more details of which are set out on the group's website www.sjp.co.uk/products.  The 'St. James's Place Partnership' and the titles 'Partner' and 'Partner Practice' are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives.

SAMEDAY

SERVICE

Aston Clinton Plumbing & Heating

Established 1978
www.astonclintonplumbingandheating.co.uk

All aspects of Plumbing & Heating
including oil &gas fired systems

� New Cylinders � Cold Water Tanks � Taps & Ball Valves
� Power Flushing � Radiators � Boiler Servicing & Repairs

� 24/7 Breakdown Cover

Aston Clinton customers
Tel: 01296 350034
Mobile: 07860 301576

Email: andrewhatcher55@aol.com

Aylesbury

customers

01296 350034

Tringcustomers01442 540014

551896 C7145

Project5:Layout 1 25/1/18  12:09  Page 1
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Please mention Village Life  
when responding to our advertisers.

acvillagelife.co.uk

M.D.MARRIOTT
Painting, Decorating
and Colour Design
Professional & reliable service

Tel: 01296 630576
128 London Road, Aston Clinton

Project6 copy 4:Layout 1 4/2/18 16:52 Page 1

Sewing Machines
Sales, Service and Repairs

�

60 Green End Street, Aston Clinton
Tel: 01296 630524

PROPRIETOR: M JOHNSON

Project6 copy 4:Layout 1 4/2/18 16:59 Page 1

Merryweather Mowers
Sales - Service - Repairs

54 Brook Street, Aston Clinton

Tel: (01296) 631918
Proprietor: Ian Stiles

Project6 copy 4:Layout 1 4/2/18 16:56 Page 1

RD Leonard Ltd  
Fencing and Gates  
 
Other work also undertaken  
 
Contact Richard on  
07875723201   
rdleonardltd@gmail.com  

MIKE & KYM
Painters and Decorators

Husband & wife team

Professional finish * Friendly reliable serviceAston Clinton based

Tel: 01296 632341

Project6 copy 4:Layout 1 4/2/18 17:08 Page 1

01494 784 448  
www.the50plus.co.uk

Serving customers for over 20 
years

50The           plus 

• Plumbing  • Electrical  • Handy
• Appliances • Decorating
• Gardening • Carpentry 
• Home Improvements

• Independence at home services

Home Repairs 

Call us, pop in or visit our 
website for full details of our 

broad range of services, helpful 
advice & pricing

• Offices on Chesham High Street
• Book a timed appointment 
• Free estimates 
• Friendly advice
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Workwear        Teamwear      Sign Printing

Flyers               Banners         Business Cards

Engraving        Hi Viz             Brochure Printing

Stickers            Promotional Products and more

 

HI
GH QUALITY

GUARANTEE
GARMENT PRINTING &

EMBROIDERY SPECIALISTS

01296

488000
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MMJJ  EElleeccttrriiccaall
Engineering Ltd

All electrical work undertaken

NICEIC Approved Electrical Contractor

Call Mike on 01296 630703 or 07530 899434

Email: info@mj-electrical.co.uk

Website: www.mj-electrical.co.uk

N.R.Green
Established in 1945

Builders
Plumbers
Decorators

Tel: 01296 631922
Mobile: 07980 676803

224 London Road
Aston Clinton
HP22 5LE

Project3:Layout 1 4/2/18  17:19  Page 1
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Improves joints, mobility, balance etc

Contact Keith Fensom 07787 224823
email: keith.fensom@gmail.com

www.yangshengtaichi.com

Tai Chi revd June18:Layout 1  21/6/18  18:03  Page 1

Every Tuesday evening
two classes 4:55pm and 6pm

at Anthony Hall,
33 London Road, Aston Clinton, HP22 5HL

Regular online classes also available

Strengthens the immune systemEvery Tuesday evening
Improves joints, mobility, balance etc

Beginners Class 6pm-7pm
Beginners Plus Class 7pm-8.30pm

TAI CHI &QIGONG

at ‘Your Café in the Park’
Aston Clinton Park, London Rd, HP22 5HL

Contact Keith Fensom 07787 224823
email: keith.fensom@gmail.com
www.yangshengtaichi.com

Tai Chi revd June18:Layout 1  21/6/18  18:03  Page 1
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Physio & Pilates with Elaine 
Physiotherapy, Pilates classes  

1:1 sessions available

ONLINE OR  
LIVE SESSIONS 

07415 841299 
www.physioandpilatesinbucks.com 

Aston Clinton, Halton, Wendover,  
Weston Turville

Many companies and self-employed  
people have suffered hardship  

during this pandemic.  
However, the lockdown has  

encouraged creative time and energy  
in pursuing new hobbies and other  

ways of generating an income.
If you or any friends need to publicise  

a new venture, you could consider promoting  
it through Village Life. The competitive rates are 
shown on page 3 and our Advertising Manager, 

Nigel Brown, will be pleased to help. 
 

 
advertising@acvillagelife.co.uk
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NEED TO ADVERTISE?

Because every life is unique

Heritage & Sons
Funeral Directors

146 Aylesbury Road, Wendover   
01296 620777

Also at Aylesbury, Amersham, Winslow,  
Buckingham and Bletchley

www.cpjfield.co.uk
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LEGENDARY BEER FROM HERTFORDSHIRE

Dunsley Farm, London Road, Tring HP23 6HA   

N 01442 890721    D www.tringbrewery.co.uk

 T-SHIRTS GIFTS & GOODIES 
 GIFT VOUCHERS 
 GOLDEN TOAD MEMBERSHIP
 LOCAL PRODUCE 
 BREWERY TOURS

VISIT OUR SHOP OR ORDER ONLINE

To celebrate our 30th anniversary in 2022 our  
Monthly Specials will be raising funds and awareness  

for Rennie Grove Hospice Care

30YEARS
BREWING

•  Learn	about	wine	
•  Expand	your	knowledge	
•  Wines	from	all	corners	of	the	world		
•  Professional	speakers	
•  Usually	eight	wines	to	taste	
•  Light	buffet		
•  Friendly,	relaxed	&	informal	evenings	
•  Tastings	once	a	month	on	a	Friday	
•  Buckland	Village	Hall	
•  Non-members	are	very	welcome	

	
www.astonwineclub.co.uk	

You	don’t	need	to	
know	about	wine	

to	join	us!	
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New windows and Doors! 
Repairs & Installations 

Call: 01296 630650 or log onto: 
www.smashingwindows.com 

AAlluurraa
BBaasseedd  iinn  TTrriinngg,,  wwee  ccrreeaattee  lluuxxuurriioouuss  
ccaannddlleess  &&  ddiiffffuusseerrss  aatt  ggrreeaatt  pprriicceess..  

OOuurr  pprroodduuccttss  aarree  bbeeaauuttiiffuullllyy  
ppaacckkaaggeedd  &&  wwoouulldd  mmaakkee  aa  lloovveellyy  ggiifftt  

ffoorr  yyoouu  oorr  aa  lluucckkyy  ffrriieenndd!!

OOrrddeerr  oonnlliinnee  aanndd  uussee  tthhee  ccooddee  
VVLL2200  ffoorr  aa  2200%%  ddiissccoouunntt..  

aalluurraaccaannddlleess..ccoo..uukk

HANDSonHANDYMANHANDSonHANDYMAN
Property Maintenance

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Liability insured.

References available.

Call Dave for a FREE quote on
01296 392667

or 07952 280865
Email :

dave.denton1@ntlworld.com
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£15 off

Call us today on:
01296 674110
abrighterhome.co.uk

Superior Cleaning of:
Ovens
Hobs/Extractors
Ranges & Agas
BBQs
Fridges/Freezers

 HP22 based family business
 Oven ready to use straight away
 Non-Caustic, Child & Pet safe
 Over 15 years’ experience
 Which? Approved Trader
 500+ Checkatrade.com Reviews

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

Jenkins Plumbing and Heating is a local, family run business based in Aston 
Clinton  

Fully insured, Gas Safe registered with over 17 years experience.  

 Free quotes 24 Hour call out 5 Star customer service  

Expert Boiler Installation          Power Flushing  
Boiler Servicing and Repairs    Cylinders  
Radiators                                     Plumbing  

 

 07517 061337/01296 632265 info@jenkinsheating.co.uk   

www.jenkinsheating.co.uk   @jenkinsheating  
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From constant shoulder pain to sports injuries, 
we'll help you progress to recovery.

Deep Tissue Massage    •   Sports Injuries    •   Work Related Injuries    •   Massage Therapy

Start YOUR recovery now.
Book Online
www.progressivesportsmassage.co.uk

hannah@progressivesportsmassage.co.uk 

You don’t need to be a 
sports person to have a 

sports massage.

BASED IN WESTON TURVILLE

Search for us on:
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TringMarket
    Auctions

Antique and Fine Art Auctioneers 
and Valuers. Est. 1982

Brook Street, tring, HertS HP23 5eF
telePHone: 01442 826446

sales@tringmarketauctions.co.uk
www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk

•  Valuations for Sale, 
Probate & insurance

•  total and Part House 
Clearance Specialists

•  Fine Art Sales and 
Fortnightly Sales of 
Antique Furniture and 
Collectables

Buying or selling – we 
welcome your enquiries

 

  P Greville 
Property Maintenance 

 
 

 

Carpentry 
Painting & Decorating Specialist 

 

All carpentry & joinery repairs 
Door/window fitting & security locks 

Kitchens, flooring 
Fascias, guttering & fencing 

 

Painting & decorating - internal & external 
 

30 yrs exp – 12yrs Local Authority / 
Age Concern (Harrow) contractor 

 
All work undertaken 

Reliable, professional small local business 
 

Free no obligation estimates 
 
 
 

Tel: 01296 632008 / 07973 408639 
paulgreville@gmail.com 

F R JEFFERY & SON
Coal Merchant

....

Coal & Smokeless Fuel 
Kiln-dried logs 
Garden Compost
Also parts for grates

Delivered to your door
at low prices

Contact :
Rex & Carol
Jeffery on
01296 661258

Chiropodist Wendy Hilliard.qxp:Layout 1  4/2/18  18:36  Page 1



VILLAGE LIFE  DECEMBER / JANUARY 2023  acvillagelife.co.uk58

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL 
GUTTER CLEANING

SERVICES
 Across Bucks & Herts
 Residential & Commercial (4 storey max)
 Before & After Video
 From only £99.00
 Call, Text or Email for full price list

Window cleaning service also available

Jon@superhappywindows.co.uk

07562 738733

            @superhappywindows

www.superhappywindows.co.uk

E.Sharp
(Electrical) Ltd

ESTABLISHED 1932

NICEIC Approved
Electrical Contractors

Trelawney
Stablebridge Road
Aston Clinton

Tel: 01296 630231
Mobile: 07908 062 910

Email: esharpelectrical@tiscali.co.uk

Project3:Layout 1 4/2/18  17:49  Page 1

FI
CA

It costs over £1m to run the centre

We are here to support you and provide
the knowledge, tools, treatment and

community to empower you to thrive.
 

Find out how we can help you at:

www.chilternsmscentre.org

Chilterns MS Centre 

Registered Charity No: 800853

Do you have
multiple sclerosis? 

Range of therapies

Friendly support

Advice and info
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DDOO  YYOOUU  NNEEEEDD  HHEELLPP  WWIITTHH  
YYOOUURR  CCOOMMPPUUTTEERR??  

"I used Christian on a 
recommendation. He gets full 5 star 
approval - he managed to sort out a 
software problem on my Dell laptop 

that baffled another firm. Good 
traditional customer service, expert 
diagnostics and he fully explained 

the problem and resolution" 

NNeettwwoorrkk,,  EEmmaaiill  &&  WWeebbssiittee  SSeettuupp  
CCoommppuutteerr  RReeppaaiirrss  --  VViirruuss  RReemmoovvaall                

DDaattaa  RReeccoovveerryy  --  SSccrreeeenn  RReeppaaiirrss  

NNeettqquueesstt  CCoonnssuullttiinngg  LLttdd  
Offices in Tring & Dulwich 

CCaallll  uuss  oonn  00220077  118833  55553399  oorr  vviissiitt  
wwwwww..nneettqquueesstt--ccoonnssuullttiinngg..ccoomm    

 

Airport and

Long Distance C
ar

s

• •
est. 2004

BUTLERS
Travel with confidence

• Airport Transfers • Sea Ports • Bus/Train Stations 
• London specialists • Business travel 

• Employees • Account customers welcome
• Fixed prices - No surcharges

Cars, MPVs & Minibuses. Executive cars available. 
CRB checked & local authority approved drivers.

 We operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

01296 583 577
butlerscars@gmail.com  |  www.butlerscars.co.uk

Contact Claire or Nila
on 01296 632692
8 New Road, Aston Clinton and
AC and Weston Turville schools

enquiries@barnowlsnursery.com

Barnowls
Nursery, Pre-School
and Out of School Club

Barnowls copy:Barnowls quarter-page proof  21/8/18  18:41  Page 1

 

 PATIOS 
FENCING 
DRIVEWAYS 

 

 

 

 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
FENCING & GATES 
Porcelain Paving 
Sandstone Paving 
Resin Bonded Drives 
Brickwork 
Pergolas 
Decking - All Types 

TOWN & COUNTRY 
LANDSCAPING & FENCING 

 

 

07815946340 
07870519614 

www. 
tc-landscaping.co.uk 
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OVEN AND CARPET

CLEANING
Commercial domestic end-of-tenancy

AGA.RANGE.BBQ.EXTRACTOR

CARPET.RUG.UPHOLSTERY

Fully insured Extreme care Best results

Call
Warren on
01442 827 899

07780 865 632

14 YEARS
Experience.

Personal
Service

Project3:Layout 1 25/1/18  12:02  Page 1
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Passiflora
Garden Design and Maintenance

I am a fully qualified garden designer. Perhaps your
garden needs just a little tender loving care after
the winter, or some regular maintenance.

Or maybe you would like some fresh ideas and
would like to implement a new planting plan to lift
the senses and stir the emotions.

Whatever your garden needs ...
Contact Claire on 0752 5336749 (Aston Clinton)

Project3:Layout 1 5/2/18  11:37  Page 1
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£29*Free
6 Point
visual check
Free 6 point check report 
includes: Tyres, anti-freeze, 
wipers, battery, oil and lights

30 Point check + either 
a free Winter kit or a free 
wash and vac
Check includes: Condition report includes: Battery, 
alternator, exhaust, tyres, steering, suspension, cooling 
system, brakes, oil, wipers, anti freeze, air con, heater, 
screen wash and lights. Top ups of 1/2 litre of all vital 
fluids. Free Winter kit contains: 600ml de-icer, 
de-mister pad, torch, ice scraper and screen wash sachet. 
Free Wash and vac only available Monday to Friday. 

£15*

22 Western Road, Tring HP23 4BB
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Or £25

Call us today on:
01296 674110
abrighterhome.co.uk

Superior Cleaning of:
Carpets
Upholstery
Leather
Rugs
Hard Floors

 HP22 based family business
 Fast Drying - Carpets 1-2 hrs
 Child, Pet and Wool safe
 Over 25 years’ experience
 Which? Approved Trader
 500+ Checkatrade.com Reviews

TropicwithTreeTropicwithtree@outlook.com07977 939892 

Tropic Skincare is a multi award-winning, vegan and cruelty-free 
beauty brand whose mission is to create products that are truly 
good for you.  Our products are made using premium, natural 
ingredients and are freshly made every day at our Surrey HQ.  

The range includes skincare, body care, hair care, baby care and 
makeup and is sold through Ambassadors like myself. All products 
come with a 30 day money-back guarantee.

To find out more 
• View the latest catalogue at: https://bit.ly/TropicGlow4
• Browse the products at: bit.ly/TropicwithTree
• Find me on Facebook at TropicwithTree

Or just message me – I live in Aston Clinton and would be happy to
“chat Tropic” and let you try out the products with no obligation!

Teresa Rattée - Independent Ambassador – Tropic Skincare                    

Have you heard of Tropic Skincare?



CC..DD.. LLAANNEE
CCOONNTTRRAACCTTOORRSS  LLTTDD

Established 1983

Extensions .New Builds .Brickwork
Conversions .Renovations .Driveways, 

Garden Construction .Excavator Hire (with driver)

We will undertake your project
big or small from planning to

completion with full site management
including all carpentry,

decorating, plumbing and electrical
to achieve a first-class finished project.

No obligation quotations

Hatchways, Buckland Wharf, Buckland
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 5LQ

Tel: 01296 630551 or 01442 732344
Mobile: 07831 712683

Email: cdlane417@btinternet.com



Sales: 01442 827000
Lettings: 01442 826111
tring@cesare.co.uk cesare.co.uk

LOOKING FOR AN
ESTATE AGENT? 
We’re here to help
With a passion for property and an uncompromising approach to 
customer service, our balanced mix of local knowledge and professional 
know-how ensures our place as the leading agents for property sales and 
lettings in Aston Clinton, Tring, Berkhamsted and the surrounding area.

Contact us today for a free valuation of your property


